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ADVERTISEMENT, 

BY THE 

'TRANS LA TOR. 


A t a time when German literature has 
become fo much the fubjedt of public 
attention in this country, it is hoped and 
prefumed, that a work like the prefent may 
not be unacceptable to the Englith reader. 
The Author, is a man, whofe tafte and ta- 
lents, and more than all, whofe urbanity of 
manners and benevolence of difpofition, 
have rendered him an objedt of general 
efteem in Germany and Switzerland j and 
fo confpicuous do thefe amiable qualities 
appear throughout his works, as to give 
them a peculiar degree of intereft. 

The firft fix Letters were written to 

von Kbpken at Magdebourg* an Aulic 

Counfellor, and a man of talents and learn- 
ing himfelf; and the laft to the poet Salis.— 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The reft are addreflcd to Charles von Bon- 
ftetten, BaiUie of Mon in the canton of 
Bern. They were published at Zurich in 
the year 1 795, in two fmall octavo volumes, 
and at that time it was the Author’s inten- 
tion to have followed thefe by two others 
of a fimilar length j but fome unforefeen 
circumftances occafioned this intention to 
be delayed, and perhaps may ultimately 
prove the means of its being wholly laid 
aflde. In the Author’s own country this 
has been a fubjeft of much regret, and the 
Tranflator flatters herfelf that it may not 
pafs unregretted in this. 

In printing the Letters, fome trifling paf- 
fages which concerned only the writer and 
his friends were omitted, and the chafms 
thus made, were intended to be marked 
with afterilksj but this was neglected in 
the Firft Part j — in the Second it has been 
properly attended to. 

The notes diflinguilhed by an A.*were 
added by the Author at the time of pub- 
lishing thfe work, confequently they were 
not written till feveral years after fome of 
the Letters. Some other notes are fub- 

joined 
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joined by the Tranflator, which are marked 
with a T. 

The Appendix is extracted from a fmall 
volume of poems publilhed by Matthifibn, 
and is added in full confidence that' any 
remains of fo interefting a character as 
Gray cannot fail of being received with 
pleafure in a country of which he is uni- 
verfallv eftecmed a fplendid ornament. 
That Mafon fhould not have mentioned the 
intimacy which fubfifted between Gray and 
the Baillie Bonftetten, feems extraordinary, 
fince this attachment appears to have been 
carried to a high degree of enthufiafm, par- 
ticularly on the part of the former : — and 
though the Biographer’s application for per- 
mi/Tron to infert among his collection, the 
Letters now prefented to the EnglUh pub- 
lic, was unfucCefsfnl, this .by no means 
precluded the noticing of their exiftencc, 
or the friendfhip in which they originated. 
Whafoccafioned Bonftettcn’s refufal of them 
to Mafon, when he afterwards permitted 
them to be published by Matthilfon, does 
not appear, and indeed is unimportant to 
the prefeut purpofe. • 
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It only remains for the Tranflator to 
hope, that flic may be judged to have ex- 
ecuted her part in a manner that does not 
derogate from the merit of the original. 
That" (he has obferved the flri£tefl? fidelity 
towards her Author, ihe may venture to 
affirm,* without the imputation of arro- 
gance ; — for any thing farther, flie lubmits 
with refpect and deference to the public 
opinion. The only liberty file has taken, 
is to make fome trifling alterations in the 
arrangement of three or four of the Letters, 
but without any deviation from the matter 
they contained. 


London* 
Jnnt ijf, 1799. 
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FRED ERIC KIM ATTHISSON,^ 


PART THE FIRST: 


LETTERI. 

Hamburgh, March 17th, 1785. 

PON the whole, the judgment formed 
by the Travelling Frenchman* refpeft- 
ing the luxurious mode of living among 
the inhabitants of this place, feems to be 
much too fevere, and moft of his ftri&ures, 

* Baron Rielbecft, who travelled through Germany, 
Holland, &c. in the year 17^0,, and publifhed his travels 
under the title v of the ft Travelling Frenchman” He 
^appears to have been a man of great intelligence and 
obfervation^ The work was tranflated into Engiifh by 
the late Rev, Mr* Maty* A Angular fete attended it, 
that both the author and ttahflator died as their re- 
fpeiiive publications weregoingthrough the prefs. T. 

B* as 
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as well on Hamburgh as on many other 
pla^syf ex§|eed the bounds of truth and 
jufhpe. ^hat he represents as general, is 
true only in particular inftances, and the 
houfes where Lucullian banquets are held, 
and fuppers, fuch as Vofs defcribes in rmc 
of his idylls as no lefs eflenjtial to hap- 
pinefs, than a lamp to a magic lantern, are 
daily diminiflung in number. 

The new church of Saint Michael, a 
work of the great architect Sonnin’s, has not 
anfwered my expectations. The inequality 
of proportion between the tower and the 
building itfelf, ftrikes the eye at the firlt 
glance, and with the greater force, as this 
tOWer might have been placed in compe- 
tition with every other, in every country 
upon the earth, had it been raifed one 
ltory higher ; which indeed, to . judge by 
the general proportipn^, feems to have 
been the original idea of the architect" him- 
felf. The colonade that fupports the cu- 
pola,. eohfifts of eight pillars of the Corin- 
thian order. 

In the, interior of the church I was deeply 

liSprefied fine ^u^^byTifch- 

bein. 
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bein. The fubjed is, Chrifl: coming forth 
from the tomb, and the watchmen fallen to 
the earth, dazzled with the brightnefs of the 
glory which furrounds him. The difpofi- 
tion of the light throughout the whole is 
excellent, as are all the inferior figures ; but 
the principal, as indeed is the cafe with 
molt figures of Chrift, is deficient in dig- 
nity and elevation of chara&cr. 

I faw fome other works by the lame 
mailer at fenator Kirchhof’s, a man with 
whom I mull make you better acquainted. 
He is perhaps the profoundclt mathema- 
tician and natural philofopher of our time, 
though the world cannot at prefent have 
an adequate idea of the extent of his 
knowledge and talents, fince he has never 
pnblifhed any thing excepting a tranflation 
of Fergufon’s Aftronotny, and a philofo- 
phical eflfay in Lichtenberg's magazine. 
No mention has ever been made by either 
Journalift or Traveller of his philofophical 
and mathematical Apparatus, uotwithftaud- 
ing that they arc among the bell in Ger- 
many. The readers of romances are indeed 
acquainted with this truly- defer ving inan 

a 2 ftorn 
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from the romance of Siegfried von linden- 
bcrg\ the writer of which has made honour- 
able mention of him. Kirchhof occaiionally 
gives philofophical le<fl ures gratuitoufly to 
a number of young perfons; I was myfelf 
a witnefs of the clear yet concife manlier 
in which he explains his fubjett. 

I faw at his houfe, Nairne’s improved air- 
pump, with which he performed the 
firiking experiment of caufing quickfilver 
to defeend in a Ihower, like rain, through 
lime-wood*. I alfo firft learned from him 
the ufe and defign of the Whirling-table. 
We arc indebted to his indefatigable re- 
ft* arches, for inventing a preparation, which 
demonllrates even to the fenfes the at- 
tractive power of the earth towards thunder 
clouds; he has alfo proved, beyond dif- 

pute, the utility and fecurity of conductors. 

* 

* This curious effect is thus produced. A fmall 
cylindrical piece of lime-wood is fixed at the top of a 
gL’ft receiver, furrounded with a cup in which fome 
quickfilver. is put; that being placed on the plate of the 
air-pu?np,> the air -is exhaufted from within, and imme- 
diately* the preffure of the outward air on the quickfilver, 
force* it through the pores of the wood, and it defeends in 
a ihower within tae glafs receiver. T. 

For 
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For the reft, Kirchhof, as a merchant, can 
on|y devote a few leiiure hours to his 
favourite fcieotifical ftudies. 

Klopftock has finifhed his new Bardlet *, 
“ The death of Hermann,” in which the 
hand of a mailer muft be recognized 
throughout. Thofe who have fo often 
complained of Klopftock’s obfeurity, will 
be furprifed when they read the popular 
fongs Tiere introduced, and will confider 
the fimplicity with which they muft ne- 
ceffarily be written, as quite a pheno- 
menon in this author. Klopftock appears 
no lefs eftimable as a man than as a 
writer j the principal feature of his moral 
as well as poetical character, is dignity. 
He is the moft charming of companions ; 
in his fportive humours he ihews the true 
attic refinement, his wit is ready, and never 
fails of ftriking j his narrations are full of 
fire and vivid imagery j and whatever he 
fays, does, or writes, is imprefled with 
truth, dignity, fuayity of manners, and 
elevation of foul. That he has never con- 

* A Po«s on the fubjefl of th« anttfnt barfs. T. 

B 3 defeended 
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defcended to enter the lifts agaiuft the low 
Gymnicks of literature is diffidently evi- 
dent, fmee their lhallow criticifms have 
always been differed to remain unanfwei t d, 
nor has he ever lhcwn them any public 
mark oi indignation. He is at piefi ut 
employed in a new edition of his Odes, 
which is to be augmented with an ad- 
ditional book: and lie is alfo writing a 
tragedy called “ Ibe King" two ails of 
which arc completed. Ilis refeatches into 
the German language, aie continued with 
unwearied aulour, and he at ptcient cot- 
refponds with profeflbr Tetens on the fub- 
jeil of otthography. A Dutch t rand at ion 
of the Mejias in hexameter, written by 
a goldfmith at Amfterdam, which is fhortly 
to appear, will greatly enhance his fame. 

In one of Klopflock’s rooms hangs a 
painting by Angelica Kaufmann, the ful>~ 
je£l of which is taken from the fccond 
canto of the Mejias . Samma reclines his 
head on the urn of Benonis, which he 
holds clafped in both his arms; his eyes 
filled with deep and Client anguiflb, are im- 
movably fixed on the earth ; hdpelcfe for- 

row 
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row isJmprinted on his manly and ener- 
getic countenance, and he appears waiting 
for death in dumb defpair: before him 
ftand John and Joel, with looks of the 
mod affectionate fympathy, and around is 
a dark and wild country. In an obfeure 
corner near the frame arc thefe words t 
“ From Angelica Kaufmann to her friend 
“ Klopftock.” Sturz, that great connoif- 
feur and arrift, pronounces this' to be an 
exquifite piece. 

Angelica has entirely rcHnquifhcd her 
idea of painting other fcencs from the 
Mejfiasy perhaps becaufe Klopftock required 
too much of her j for inftance, he wanted 
her to paint angels without wings, together 
with difembodied fouls, fo characterized 
as to be perfectly diftinguifhable from the 
angels* He alfo wanted a Chrift, whofe 
countenance fhould be equal to that by 
Guido Rheni, with many other things 
equally unreafonable, 

Profcflbr Trapp’s academy for educa- 
tion is in a pteafant fituation on the Ham- 
mer Deich. He has at prefent only fix 
pupils, which is by no means a fufiicient 

fi 4 number 
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number for carrying his plans proper- 
ly into, execution. The domeftte regu- 
lations of this little famUy-itlftitUtion 
pleafed me extremely, fmee all feem the 
refult of experience and found judgment. 
Trapp’s method of teaching foreign to- 
guages, is very .fimilar to what was prac- 
tifed at the academy at Deffau j but in 


another refpeft his fyftem differs widely 
from that foundation, that he keeps the 
children much more clofely to their bufi- 
nefs. “ To learn to purfue one’s ftudies 
“ , with pains and diligence, fays Schloffer, 
« is the principal point in' education,” and 
all that Trapp has accomplifhed hitherto 
in his academy, may be brought iti Tup- 
pOrt of this pofition. It is much to be 
wifhed that this excellehf man,-who pof- 
fefles fpeh extraordinary, talents fof educa- 
tion, without any v Jmxture^Of-rilB; peda- 
gogue, may receive all pofiibie encourage- 
ment from the public j but; it fhould feem 
that ^$jedfc ^ 

• *'*#*.'. rt ... . .. j. ./'.I’ t_ -.Li .... 
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an eftablilhment as that in queftion Ihould 
fu flier upon this account. It is true indeed^ 
that education has lately become a rage 
among us, and every one thinks himfdf 
qualified to undertake it. Formerly, lite- 
rary adventurers who were at a lofs lor an 
occupation, became foldiers or players, but 
now they engage in the inftrmftion of 
youth. At Altona a ftudent of divinity, 
who had juft quitted the univerfity, and 
who, from a total deficiency in all the re- 
quifite talents, had in vain endeavoured to 
gain his livelihood as a player, printed an 
advertifement, informing the public that 
he Ihould again devote himfelf to his fa- 
vourite *purfuit of education : and it is re- 
ported that he actually for fome time kept 
a board up over his door with the follow- 
ing infeription : * 

“ A Pbilantbrop'mum * is kept here.” 

Tire 

* This is. like tf!e Italian ** Sans aneb' ia Pit tore.'’ 
When ftouffehu puhlilhed his /Emilius, a kind of en- 
thufiafin for his new fyftem of education fpread imme- 
diately through ail Germany. J&afedow, the celebrated 
author of the Pbibkhia , was one of the eariieft and metft 

ardent 
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The Hamburgh theatre* the moft brilliant 
epocha of which was undoubtedly during 
the management of Schroder *, Brocfcmann, 

ardent promoters of tt? popularity, and ip cpfdun&ion 
with fevj|al othejr literati, eftabli&ed an acadcjr^y at 
Deflau on a very large and extenfive plan, under the title 
of u Tt)e PMlmthropimm” in which it Was intended to 
carry Rouffeau’s plans into effect Inftantly every petty 
fchool,, 

** In every village marked with little fgiiV* 

was exalted into a Philanthropimm , till the name itfelf 
foon became as ridiculous on the Continent, as that 
of academy appears in England, when we fee advertife* 
meilts of academies for inilru&ion in hair-dreffing, and 
other arts of equal importance* 

Of Bafedow, it is fcid that when he was about to 
compofe his famou$ elementary work* finding hiirfelf ex- 
tremely deficient in mathematical knowledge, and de- 
termining to remedy that defect, he Mm himfeJf up 
entirely, for feme time, at Leipfick, not permitting any 
one to come near him except a perfon to bring him 
thfcmereneceflaries of life, ahd fuffering his beard to grow 
to a lei^pb jthat might oven have rivaled Afcron’e * nor 
did be relax in his a^duity till he had acquired fufficient 
knowledge in that fcience for life: completion of his 

ffcy&y v ■*'***■. •■■■■■ 

, * 'Scfr&ct was; coflf^ercij'::"'??. *e qspkk of Hatn- 
bw^;';'Be ** tnjutjijoae^th gregt;,eiJCppiiu® by 
ki^becky w ( &«£*$ y|epn^"'^pf!^a’p 'tfi. ih« 

and 
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and the fitters Ackermann, after expcri* 
encing many revolutions, is at prefcnt under 
the direction of Meflrs. Brandcs and Klos. 
Zueharini, the favourite of the town, has de- 
ferted to Schroder, who is raifing a company 
of his own : not one among the reft of the 
aCfcors rifes above mediocrity. Of the aCt- 
rcfles, Madame Borcliers appears to me 
the beft, particularly in tender and affect- 
ing chara&ers; fuch as Ophelia, Maria 
in Clavigo, and Rutland in the Earl of 
f flex. Minna Brandes fings in a plcafing 
ftyle, but her aCting cannot be commended ; 
I heard her lately with much plcafure in 

Handel’s Mefiiah, 

* 

Brockmann, a thort time fince, played 
here fome GaJiroHca*. Ifawhitn in Effex, 
and Beaumarchais in Clavigo, Never fhall 
I |ofe the recolleCUon of his horribly fine 
aCting in the laft-mgationed piece, in that 

• Playing Gqflrol/cn, which, literally ttanflated, would 
be, u gusfi charaSiti s,” is applied, to any aflor who, not 
belonging to the company, comes to perform with tt 
for a few nights, as our London a&ors go about the 
countiy in the fitmmet, on which cccafioo they always 
perform the principal parts. T« 

feene 
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fcenc where he reads the letter of the 
French ambaflador, when he fell inftantly 
from his feat as if ftruck dead, then fud- 
denly fprung up again, looked around with 
wild and glaring eyes, tore his hair with 
both hands, and at length broke forth into- 
the rood frantic expreflions. 

At I.inau’s, the merchant’s, I found a 
collection of paintings well worthy the at- 
tention of all irtifts as well as ama- 
teurs. The following appear to me the 
beft pieces : 

I. 

A Magdalen; laid to be by Guido Rbeni. 
“Whether it be really the production of 
that great mailer I fhall not pretend to 
decide, but be that as it may, the piece 
Itfelf is exquifite. The Fair Penitent fits 
in a reclining pofture,*with her eyes turned 
toward# Heaven ; her tight hand falls neg- 
ligently down, while the left refts on a 
flcull, and her beautiful brown hair flows 
in ringlets over *her bofotn and left arty, 
which are of a dazzling whitenefs. Above, 

foar 
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foar two angels of the fize of children; 
which might perhaps have been introduced 
with good effect, as Cupids in a mytho- 
logical painting, but here they manifeftly 
weaken the effect of the principal figure. 


II. 

A morning landfcape, in the bold and 
vigorous ftile of Salvator Rofa. A rug- 
ged rock, inter fperfed with ruins and wild 
ftirubs, in contrail with a fmooth Hoping 
hill, illumined with the tints of the morn- 
ing dawn. 


m. 

Chrift, and the Pharifee, who Ihcws him 
him the tribute- money; by Titian. But 
here again the countenance of Chrift has 
too little dignity, and too much the ap- 
pearance of age and tlifeafe, though marked 
with a deep and penetrating fcorn. In 
the countenance of the Pharifee, the roguifti 
cunning of the chara&cr is admirably ex- 
preffed. I wiftt that the head of Chrift, 
which I law at Berlin at the houfe 'of 

Bernard 
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Bernard Rode, were in the place of the 
prefent. 

IV. 

A hnall winter- piece; by Teniers. Two 
peafants coming out of a cottage h ' 
Jfhower of fnow. 


V. 

A night-piece ; by Vernct. This artift 
fucceeds as happily in the delineation of 
foft moon- light, lcencry, as in repreftnting 
the ftrife of the contending elements. The 
moon coming foith from an almeft tranf- 
parent cloud is reflected in the wate , while 
a fifherman, in a little boat, holds up a 
firebrand, the red light of which form* an 
admirable contrail to the beautiful pale 
beams of the moon. 


Vf. 

A peafant’s family; by Oftade. Quite 
in the original manner of thi? great matter 
njJboy phyfiognom) . 


VII. 



A hunting-piece j by Rubens. XJt luna 
inter minora Jidera , fo Ihines this among 
among the reft. Its owner is willing to 
part with it for five thoufand rix-dollars, to 
any gallery ih which it Would be properly 
placed ; it is by no means fo in the fmali 
colle&ion of" a private man. 
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AHona, July 26th, 1781;. 

L ET me now conduit you, my deareft 
Kopken, to the rural church-yard of 
Ottenfen, where Meta Klopftoek * lies bu- 
ried. Her monument is of white marble, 
aud Amply elegant; Us only decorations 
are two wheat (heaves irregularly placed 
one over the other, below which are thefe 
words : 

« Seed fown by God, ’gainft harveft-day to ripen 


The infeription runs thus : 

“ In that place where death (hall be no 
«* more, Margareta Klopftoek awaits her 
« friend* her huiband, whom (he fo much 

l 

* Meta Klopftoek is probably an uppellation by which 
the wife of Klopftoek was known among her friends; 
perhaps »t was. defined as a fhorteamg of Margareta. 'I . 

t The otig.nal,from which the above is trajilUcd, is 
a line hem Klopftock’s Mtjjiau 
“ Saat guaet von Gott, <fem tige der garben Vi , 
lejfen." T. 

** lpves. 
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** loves, and by whom fhe is fo much 
“ beloved. Then will we rife all toge- 
“ ther, thou my Klopftock, and I, and 
“ our fon, whom I could not bring into 
“ the world V* 

About the grave is planted a white-thorn 
hedge, above which a lime-tree fpreads 
around its fhady branches f . 

“ There, fcatter’d off, the cariicft of the year, 

** By hands unfeen are (how’rs of violets found j 

ec The red-breaft loves to build and warble there, 

4 < And little foot-fteps lightly print the ground 

Gray* 

From Seidellhof, a public garden at Ot- 
tenfen, lying on the high bank of the 
Elbe, is a fine view "over a country 
perfectly in the ftyle of thofe cheerful 
fmiling landfcapes which Claude Lor- 
raine deferibes fo happily. This view com- 

• She died in child-birth. T. 

t This tree is celebrated byMary Wollftonecraft, in 
her ioterefting Letters from Sweden, &c. as the only 
one round Alcona which feems planted by the hand of 
tafte. T. ■ > 

J This ftanza was only printed in fome of the early 
editions of Gray’s Elygy in the Country Church-yard ; it 
was afterwards rejected. T. . 

^tdicuda 
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prebends the whole of the majefUc ftream 
beneath* with its fruitful iflarids and verdant 
banks ; to the left are feen the numberlefs 
mails in the harbour of Hamburgh, extend- 
ing to the oppofite £hore$ of Haarburg, the 
environs of which are interfperfed with vil- 
lages, windmills, clumps of trees, and. mea- 
dows : to the right, the eye is loft in the vaft 
expan fc of waters. On the fide of the elec- 
torate of Hanover the view is circumfcribed 
by woody hills. Often on a fine fummer’s 
evening have I fat on this charming fpot 
at fiood-tiue, to fee thp Ihips fail by, as> 
they came into the harbour. 

"What will always make the recolledtion 
of my flay at Altcna particularly agreeable,, 
is my intercourfe with Henller the phyfi- 
cian, whofe friendfhip I conli dcr as highly 
valuable, arid for whio^ paternal attention 
I feel the fa oft .lively gratitude. A? a, jpiro- 
found and acute thinker, and as one of the 
gTeateft medical pra&iuonerspf our time, 
he cannot be unknown to you, but he is 
jfeefides one of, the lypj^esft of 'men; he 
isTude^^able in the l^piefs of his ^qca» 
'do'n, add ; active in; adminiftering to the 
: ‘ V* '% ' vk ■ MceMtOWr 
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tieceftitouS, even to making the moft dif- 
interefted facrifices, which can only be 
known to his friends And fellow-citizens. 

He has ere&ed himfelf an immortal 
monument in his kiftory of that moft dif- 
graceful and lamentable fcourge by which 
the* wrongs of the new world were, re- 
venged bn the oldj he. is now employed 
upon the fecond part of this work. Some 
of his charming poetical tales are inferted 
among the poems of His deceafed brother, 
the publication of which he has under- 
taken in conjunction with Vofs. I have 
alfo in my poffeffion, a maflufcript poem of 
his, throughout which the learning and 
fpirit . of Anaxagoras are eminently dis- 
played. His library conffts of one of 
the beft private collections of books I 
h^ve ever feen : befides works in every 
branch of medical fcience, he has all the 
beft authors in the departments of geogra- 
phy, hiftory, and ancient literature: no 
travels of any note are' omitted, nor any 
of the moft admired amdng the daffies ; his 
collection of maps is aftonifhing, which he 
■;ve"2 , '''■ >■ - is 
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is conflantly increafing, though it is al- 
ready one of the moft complete in Ger- 
many. 

We one day fell into converfation upon 
RoulFeau’s menl in improving the fyftera 
of education, when 1 took the opportunity 
of flicwing him the elegant and fublimc 
infeription on the monument which the 
Ihince of Di flail lias created to the philo- 
lopher of Geneva 1 , on a little ifland in 
the gardens of Wdrlitz. “ I have alfo 
“ compolcd a monumental infeription for 

* Tn<: Jnu i i; tu'jj 3 k ic mentioned is as follows : 

To the Memory 
Of 

J.J. JtOUhSt.AU, 

Who 

V/ith imuly eloquence 
'fumed back 

'I hr witling to found underftanding, 

The voluptuary to tire enjoyment, 

The millakcn admirer of Ait, to love for thefimplkity 
of nalutc, 

And 

The Sceptic to the comforts of Revelation. 

1 le ditJ on the fccond of July, 

1778. 


A. 

“ Rcuf* 
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“ Roufleau,” laid Header, when taking 
lip a piece of paper lie wrote as follows : 

To their terreftrial Redeemer, 

J. J. ROUSSKAU, 

This is dedicated 

By 

The whole Intant Race. 

Next to Henfler I faw moft of the 
Sub-redfcor Muller, a man who. is even 
more valuable for his excellent moral cha- 
racter, than for his great philological know- 
ledge*; he is at prefent employed in a new 
edition of Aratus*. 

* The worthy Sub- rector Muller died foon after my 
departure from Altona. The materials he had collected 
for his new edition ot Arafus, were configncd to l’rofeiloi 
Buhle at Gottingen, who at the very time was him- 
felf preparing for the prefs a ci meal edition of that 
writer. A« 

Profeffor Iluhle is the publiflier of a very fine edition 
of the Works of Ariftotle, printed at Deux-Ponts. He 
ha$ alfo publilhed the coi rcfpondence of the celebrated 
Otientalift, Michaelis, a work replete with interefting and 
literary anecdotes of many of the moft celebrated charac- 
ters now living in England, as well as in moft other pai is 
of Europe: it is furprifing thatfo valuable a work has 
not attracted more notice. T. 

cs 


Afliort 
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A fhort time fhice, I made a little cx- 
rurfion into IIolAriu, a iketch of which I 
will give you unalteicd fiom my journal, 
although fioai want of time it is thrown 
together in the moll haliy manner. 


SI OLBERG. 

The new tiling of the houfes gives this 
little town a very confpicuous and plcafing 
appearance, even at a confiderable diftancc, 
r I he piofpcd irom the chalk-hill abounds 
■with beauty and vuiiery ; the chalk- ft one, 
winch is> hewn there in abundance, biings 
In a yearly revenue to the Hate of fix thou- 
fand rix-doliars. 


J.U1IN. 

I p died a very pleafant day here with 
Vofs, who ftiewcd me* all the beauties of 
the country about both the lakes between 
which Fntio is fituated. He is writing a 
treatife rn Hexameters* an improved edi- 
tion of iht; OdjfTey, and a work upon 
Ancient Geography. 


Gerften* 
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Gerftenberg, who has for forae time 
lived at Emin, is a raoft polite and agree- 
able man, as well as one of the firft of 
genius’s. A play by him, “ Miuona, or 
** the Anglo-Saxons,” will appear very 
ihortly. His Idylls on the gardens of the 
Hefperides, fotne part of which were 
finifhed, and the plates for them actually 
engraved by Preifler, weredoft on a jour- 
ney. He had there described a new Ely- 
fian world, where the Hefperides and a 
Hercules formed from his own imagination 
were carried through a variety of extraor- 
dinary feenes. According to his account of 
them, the lofs of productions fo perfectly 
original muft be irreparable. 

% 

KIEL. 

* Eiders, with whom Tfpfent foiine hours 
very pleafantly, is, n otwithflanding his dif- 
tinguifhed merits, one of the moft unaf- 
fuming and modeft of men. He tells me 
that the emperor has read his treatife on 
the pirating of boofes, and given in charge 
to. Van Swieteii toinyeftigate the matter, 

c.4 „ The 
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The canal which unites the Eaft to the „ 
North Sea is at laft finilhed : the fluices 
are pronounced by very good judges to be 
admirably conftru&ed. The three firft at 
Holtena, Knop, and Rathmannfdoif, raife 
veflels coming from the Eaftern Sea, up 
to the lake of Flemhude, which lies twenty- 
feven feet higher than the fea, confequently 
at each iluice- the veflel is railed nine 
feet: while by means of the three laft, at 
Kbnigsfbrde, KJuvenfiek, and Rendfburg, 
it is lowered again till it enters the river 
Eyder at Rendfburg. The breadth of the 
canal is an hundred feet, the depth ten, fo 
that a vcfiel of ninety lafts can navigate it; 
only ftie muft not exceed twenty-fix feet 
and a half in breadth, At the entrance of 
the canal at Holtena is placed the follow- 
ing infeription : 

CtytiSTiANi VII. juffit el 

' Balticum oceano commiffiim, 

MDCG LXXXtH .. 

. schie- 

l '4“” 

, ’ % 

cs \ .. .■* ■ " 

f, It is s CUI10US circumftan^fe that vfbm Saron Ric<V 
'bee! was at Hamburgh, he mentions this canal as a 
favoitUW projcvl of the Dani£h minifter’s, yet thought 

fia 
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SCHIHUENSEE. 

So an cftatc, about two miles from Kiel, 
belonging to the Privy Couni'dlor SaWeren, 
is called. The grounds at Keefeheuberg 
arc well laid out, but I thought water 
very much wanted to complete the fccncry. 
A landfcape without this cflential article 
is like a room without a looking glafs, as 
the author of the Lcbcnjlanfc * very julHy 
obferves. The dwelling-houfe is built in 
a very fuperb flyle j over the entrance ate 
thefe words : “ Non mihi fed poflerh It 
is covered with iron fheathing painted red, 
which is faid to be a third part lighter than 
tiles. In the Englilh part of the gardens 


fo vifionary by the inhabitants of I ubeck and Hiinburgh, 
to whofc trade it was likely to be extremely prejudicial, 
that they treated it as a « matter of indifference, which 
might be projefted, but never could be carried into exe- 
cution. Notwithftanding, in fix years after, we And the 
whole was completed. T. 

* Leltnftiiufe in aufstelgenJer link, a fort of biographi- 
cal work by Veit Weber, (as he calls himfelf,) and no lefs 
entertaining than all foe other productions of that uni- 
verfally admired author. T. 

fraall 
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final! pavilions arc very happily difperfed 
in various places; the largcft is infcribed 

** Trmujiullitati 


D»tfISCII NEUIIOF. 

At this eftate I had a view of the Baltic 
Sea for the firfl lime. From the thicknefs 
of the foreft by which we approached it, 
I had no idea that it was fo near, till after 
winding For fomc time through daik paths 
among the txct% the whole cxpanl’c of water 
burft at once upon us. Wc now found our- 
felves upon a high and perpendicular fliore, 
on a fort of platform, along which benches are 
placed, and which is railed on the fide next 
the fca. '1’hc appearance of a fhip, which 
feemed to glide down from a dark blue 
offing, and wliofe fwdletf fails gliftened in 
the evening fun, was beautiful beyond de* 
feription* * 


EKtfOF. 

With Count Hoik, the owner of this 
fine icat, 1 ipent two days, never to be for- 
gotten* 
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gotten. The defcription given by Hirfch* 
feld in bis “ Theory qf Gardening” of the 
phartntng manner in which the Gardens of 
Efehof are laid out, I found to be moft 
faithfully delineated. Count Hoik has in 
his poffeffioh, a tolerably complete collec- 
tion of Hogarth’s '• works, and among 
others, that fcarce piece, “ The End of all 
Things*” 


RASTORF. 

An eilate of the Gountefs Ranzau’s, the 
owner ofAfchbergi I was very little 
pleafed with the garden, which is wholly 
artificial, and flill lefs with the houfe, 
where nothing attracted my attention 1 ex- 
cepting afamilyjjainting by Stein, a very 
eminent artiil in this neighbourhood, in 

- ’’ 1 V>y ■ 'si 1 '' 1 ■* % ... 

*, Some tnlftalfe muft probably be made here, either 
in the tide given toUte print, or in afcribitfg it to Ho- 
garth. , ^1^0 fuch piece is mentioned in the complete 
Catalogue of . this artift‘S: Worlds lately, publifhed by Mr; 
Ireland, nor upon enquiring among people extremely 
ponveriant With Hogarth's produfi&Mis, does it appear 
$*c iiich *n <m \T. : | 

* . '} ' which 
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•which the Count, the Countefs, and both 
their children, are reprelented in a very fine 
groupe. The only thing which . pleafed 
me in the garden, was the monument 
ere&ed by the Countefs Ranzau to her de- 
ceafed hufband. It is of grey marble, 
without any ornament, but elegantly de- 
figned ; only it is to be regretted, that in~ 
ftead of the prefent feeble Gottfchedian* 
verfes, a better infeription was not felefted. * 


ASCHBERG. 

: Though this country in general, and 
the fituation of Afchberg in particular, 
had been defended to me in the moft. ad- 

Gottfched, Without any claim to eminence, endea- 
voured to affume to bimfeif the office of fupreme lcgif- 
lator of German literature.. 'He was oppqftd In theft 
arrogant pktcnfions by Bod&er,. author . of the hetoic 
poem Noachide: a full account of thls famoiis controverfy 
feen in'Hoftirligjflf’siife of Sirfetoon Geflher* . The 
' yji&tjp. tk ; ngior'^b;G<a<^ ; ’Was cekbralied, was 
', ,l|^"ti»,»nf!i«dityiof;' his ; poetry, which even the compii- 
^ftrj ! ts; «aade him by Frederick; the Great cdr»y not raife 
, Jl|o',arry -T. •' 

' ,<r ' * yantageotf* 
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vantageous terms by many patriotic Hoi- 
fteiners, when we were talking of the Tra- 
velling Frenchman , and the perverted view 
he takes of many things, yet the expecta- 
tions they had raifed were far exceeded 
at the fight of fo charming a landfcape. 
The garden of Afchberg borders on the 
lake of Plon, which forms the fined fea- 
ture of thefe parts ; it is above a mile long, 
and has fertile fhores, with woods and vil- 
lages fcattered all around them: I could 
fancy that the view before me muft ex- 
tremely referable tbofe of Switzerland when 
the Alps are veiled by clouds. 

*L5N. . 

The wad from Afchberg to Plon runs 
clofe along the fea-fhore, and commands the 
mod charming variety of feenery. At 
fight of the immenfe hall in the caftle of 
Plon l Teemed carried back to the ro- 
mantic times of chivalry, for every thing 
about it is gigantic, and wears the. damp of 
' the 
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the bold and rough flile peculiar lo thofc 
times. 

Not far from PI on I law infcribecl on 
the fign of a public bond’, the word Er- 
qnuluj'ifniit This line flourifh, par- 
ticularly as only four beer was to be found 
tliue, reminded me of feme literary brag- 
gadocios of our times, in whole woiks, 
notwilhftanding their boafled novelty and 
origiualitv, itarulv au idea could be found 
that v as not hackneyed and worn out. 


be BECK 

Hue 1 \ hired WL'.t Jo's academy, which 
tins w< ’tb\ iinn, after tvo years indefatiga- 
ble exertion, has brought to a degree of 
profperi; y that promiles ir a long dura- 
tion. lie has giver the public no expecta- 
tion., but ncvorthclcfs has performed a 
great deal. The pupil* arc educated with 
true paternal and maternal attention, and 

* Atl VniJrlt.iym'i.l inktil 1 over a petty public 
bouic, is tike a PbJdt.i '» pit um ote. a petty (cl jo !. '1'. 

inftfudted 
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inftru£ted in whatever may be requifite for 
the refpe&ive fituations to which they are 
deftined *. 

The Dance of Death in the church of 
St. Mjiry, has nothing in common with that 
of Hans Holbein at Bafle, but the name 
and the ikeletons. 

* Wickede has fince removed his academy from Lu- 
heck to PJon. A. 
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Heidelberg, Oftober 17 ft. *7 g £ 

T bate bernfo long m«t, 

1 Kopken, that I have confequently much 
,o relate, arid without father apology mil 
therefore proceed to the detail 'of my jour- 
nev from Altona to Heidelberg* * - * 

On the i 9 th of July, accomp^ed by 

Count M- — — » I croffed over fr ^ m Al : 
tona to Haarburg, with a. ferene iky and 
favourable wind. At about a quarter of 
an hour’s diftance from Haarburg, the road 
pailes over a hill whence there is thefineft, 
view of Hamburgh and Altona I have yet 
feen, fioce they appear to be , Only one 
town. The country through which we 
then paffed, did , not appear # poor and 
barren « I had, H«a* d . tfprefented, 

fot where the; would yield no- 

'•,&ng' : bettCT,';,tye. and,-. oats ^ereWTown.: 

•% fixation of the villages arnidft groves 
‘"'of oaks pleafed me exceedingly, Um- 

■ ^ 4 * wa 7 in s eneral 

eye finds object* 
fcattered 
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fcattered about on which it can reft with 
pleasure; corn-fields, groves, and ftraw- 
roofed cottages, which appear above the 
dark oaks, fufficiently break the drearinefs of 
the rtfflet heath 5 and in many parts flou- 
rifhing fields of buck-wheat lay fpread by 
us like yrhite carpets, — even in the moft 
barren fpots there are, at leaft, juniper- 
bulhes. 

In the cemetery of W'izzendorf, four 
miles from Zell, I read an epitaph which 
inftead of beginning in that very gene- 
rally received manner^ 11 Here rejls in God? 
laid plainly and truly, w Here rejl the bones , 
“ &c .” — I rejoiced to fee, in a little vil- 
lagefi^he unmeaning form which is ftiU 
preilw&d upon the tomh-ftones in*all the 
chTirch-yards in towns, fuperfeded by one 
more accurate and rational. 

'i 

My firft excurfion at Zell, was to the 
monument of the unfortunate Queen Caro- 
line Matilda; Being a work of CEfer’s*, 

I did 

‘t ■ 

* (Eler, president qf die Electoral Academy of Paint- 
ipg at t>eipfick, is one of the old?lt and moft fiminent 

■ ">} • $ "■ v ’ painters 



M LETTER III. 

1 did not doubt of finding it mhquifite 
piece of fculpture, and I was not <Hfap- 
pointed. It Hands ki the palace-garden, 
at the end of an alley of limes, on a turf- 
mound whbh is phdted with Weymouth- 
pines and weeping- willow#. Troth, who 
may be recognized by the mirror at her 
fide, erowns an urn with palm-wreaths. 
Before her Hands Patriotism, in the 
form of a beautiful woman with a child in 
her arms, whofe eyes are fixed on the bull: 
of the queen. On her fide a Genius holds 
a rofe up to her with his right hand, but 
Hie appears infenfible to every thing, and 
wholly abforbed in contemplating; the ob- 
ject before her.. . ' , ;•>{ . 

As I palled the fehool-houfe, I was 
ftruck with a lively recolledion of the too 

. ****** ^ ^ Jzlm . . 

‘ ‘ 1 .* ‘ /V . 

.jointers and fijplptors now living.iq Germany. Btfidea 
Tfevcral . pieces of bis, difperfel in (liferent parti "of the 
‘\iffwtoc'; liSbfifi at Teipfekifo the 

/'jchorch of St. Nicholas, in the le&urc-room of Profcffor 
Tlatmer, in the public rooms, and other buildings. He is 
yi native of Hucgwy, and a worthy aa<3 eftimaWe private 

" : *han$er, , T. . 

:'. Vi early 
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early deceafed poet, Holty, who there laid 
the foundation of the very extenfive know- 
ledge which he afterwards acquired : but 
like Brawe, Kroncck, and Michaelis, he 
was cut off even, in the faireft bloffom of 
his fame. What acceffions might not have 
been expe&ed to poetry, from a youth of 
fo much protaife, efpecially when it is con- 
fidered, as his Biographer* relates, that he 
himfelf regarded his juvenile productions, 
however highly they might be efteemed 
by others, as little better than fchool 
exercifes, and only fn'ft fleps in the 
ladder to perfection. I inquired in vain 
at Hanover after his grave, no one could 
point out the fpot. that enclofed his re- 
mains} but the time was when it was 
equally impoffible to afeertain where the 
Remains of Leibpitz were depofited. 

Within the laft $ear and half, the high 
road from Zell to^araover has been planted 
with treee, but it is fp fandy, that the 
traveller is glad to have recourfe to lefs 

• '■ .* •> i 

* His frwitd Vofe is lie Biographer, and the Editor of 
his Poems. T. 

D a beaten 
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beaten tracks. Hanover lies in a plaidj 
but on account of the foreft which is to 
be pafled in the way thither, the city does 
not appear till one arrives at the very 
gates. There is nothing very linking in 
the firft view of it, yet every paflenger 
muft be pleafed with the breadth of the 
ltreets, the fine pavements, and the foot- 
ways on each fide. They have begun to 
plant the rampart after the Englilh manner 
with American trees, and this promifes in fu- 
ture to make a very plealant promenade *. 

The bilhop of Ofnaburgh is univerfally 
beloved here, and all that 1 heard concern- 
ing him juftifies this attachment. Of Prince 
William Henry too, who was alfo for a 
long time refident at Hanover, I heard a 
trait which does honour to his heart. One 
day he met a poor woman, leading in her 
hand a half- naked boy.*— “ Will you fell 
me your child?” aiked the Prince.— 
4i You may be a very rich gdntleman,” 

* Since that time this walk has been ornamented with 
if vefy good buft of 'Leibnitz, which is placed in a tern- 
pls foppoited by Ionic pillars. , A. • j . 

ihe 
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Ihe anfwered, “ but I would not take all 
w your money in exchange for my child.” 
— “ Why not ?” faid the Prince, “ do you 
“ know then who I am ? — but come to- 
“ morfbw to the caftle, and if, indeed, I 
“ am not in circumftances to purchafe your 
w fon, at lead I can provide for him.” — 
The woman appeared the next morning as 
he had defired, and the Prince not only 
had the boy creditably educated, but pro- 
mifed to take him into his fervice if he 
ihould prove honed; and diligent. 

Seven years ago, while I was dill a ftu- 
dent at Klofter-Bergen, my old friend 

P had given me fo animated a 

defcription of the f EngUfli garden at Ma- 
rienwerder, that I, Was extremely defirous 
of becoming perfonally acquainted with 
this Garden of Nature, as he called it, and 
I therefore allotted ’the fecond day of my 
day, at Hanover* whence it is about a mile 
diftant, to a walk* thither. > I let out 
upon this excurfion through the avenue of 
Herrnhaufen, on one of the fined dimmer 
mornings which the imagination could con* 

n 3 ccive. 
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ceive. I flopped for about an hour at the 
royal garden at Herrnhaufen, but there, alas? 
the famoiivS jet d’eau played no longer. It 
may be a very fine fight to fee a column of 
water driven ur> to the height of eighty feet, 
but art mull always fall fhort of nature ; 
for notwith handing all that has been faid 
of the artificial water-works at St. Cloud, 
Marly, and Herrnhaufen, they Will bear 
no* comparifoa with the natural fountain 
at Ceyfer in the illand of Iceland, de- 
fcribed by Uno von Troil, which throws 
tip a vaft column of water that divides 
itfelf into a variety of Jlfeains, the mi-Jdle- 
jnofi. of which is ninety-two feet high. 

From Herrnhaufen. !• proceeded to Ma* 
rienwerdcr. By the road fide, at every 
miie-ftonc, little bowers are ere&ed ever 
feats of turf: a benevolent accommodation 
for fodt-pafiengers, tlie like *>f vidtieh ; I 
a&erwarda found on the roajdfrom Hanover 


to ieft^f the 

4t$id, eardoi; /ine corn-fields to 

Marten Werdeih' - 'The country about ■ is 

; , , * . , , ' < ' , ■ " . 1 __ r, \ *' * 

w&pdf' and retired ; the ‘garden confifts of 


plains* 
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plains,, hills, valleys, and Hopes, which arc 
laid , out with the mpft correct taflc, and 
waited together form a beautiful whole. 
For pomp and fplendor the eye fecks 
in, vain, but whitherfoever it turns, it 
falls .upon fome appropriate infcription, 
fome urn, hermitage, or cemetry,' breath- 
ing peace and fpft faducfs into the foul. 
Never,, was ray heart fo foothed, nor did 
I ever experience fo penfivc a longing for 
feclufion and monaftic <pietude, as in the 
Gardens of Marienwerder. 

The firR thing that I law at my entrance 
was the ruin of a chapel. Through a half- 
fallen gate- way I then pafled on into a 
-church-yard, where are a v coI!e&ion of 
grave-Rpnes overgrown with molls j thence 
I proceeded by a bidhy path down a hill, 
to a monumental urn ihaded by weeping- 
willows, ajnd dedicated to the memory of 
the minifter of Rate Behr. Farther on, a path 
windta through a meadow which feems the 
nbode of rural quiet j walk is terminated 
by the river Leine, the banks of which are 
here high sod Reep. Op the railing upon 
, , ' D 4 • the 
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the bank is a Germlh inlcription in very 

milk-and-water verfe. I then paffed over a 
ruftic bridge through finding paftures and— 
dark bufhy walks, to a .. church-porch, 
whence there is a very fine view over a 
moft charming landfcape. On one fide, 
the monaftery with its foliitary tower ap- 
pears rifing out of the woods, on the other, 
the Leiue is feen meandering through a 
fertile valley, and at length the eye after 
roving over a larra extent of country, in- 
cluding a variety of obje&s, fuch as groves, 
meadows, and corn-fields, refts upon the 
towers of Hanover. 

Hence a dark path conduced me to 
a rifing ground, where I was furprifed 
with feeing a cemetery, containing a num- 
ber of monumental erodes*, on which I 
read the interefting names from Yorick’s 
Travels and Triftranv* Shandy, of Eliza, 

* It is cuftomaryin Germany to erc& a, wooden crofs 
at the foot of the grave of any peffop whofe fituation was 
toopoor to afford a monument of ftone or marble. The 
cris is merely inl'cribed with the name of, the deceafed, 
andthe time of, Ids death* T, 

Father 
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Father Lorenzo, Corporal Trim, Maria of 
Moulines, Uncle Toby, and Yorick, who 
are feigned to lie interred here. On Trim’s 
crofs are thefe words from Triftram Shandy: 

“ Weed his grave clean ye men of goodncft, 

“ for he was yottr brother 

To the right of the cemetery lies a her- 
mitage under the (hade of fome oaks ; over 
the door hangs a bell, which the pilgrim 
pulls to fummon forth the reclufe inhabitant. 
On a table formed of the ftump of a tree a 
book of pious meditations lies open; this with 
a rofary, a! veffel of holy water, a crucifix, 
a fmall collection of books of devotion and 
biography, a bed of ftraw matting, and a 
horn lantern, form the hermit’s whole pro- 
perty. Behind the hermitage, on a fmall 
grafs-plot, under a very aged oak, hands a 
Druid altar. 

The garden contains many inferiptions, 
of which fome are cut in different pavil- 
lions, and others oft the rails of bridges 
and benches. The English ones are prin- 
cipally taken from Young, Pope, and 
other good Poets j but the German are 

„ feleded 
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fele&ed entirely from authors of tile Qofc 
tichedian fchool. 

“Within the ihade of a grove lies a 
rough Atone on a grave, with the follow- 
ing infcription, which I copied with diplo- 
maticaceoracy : 

Hier, wand re r, halt, eil nit fo bin 
Lies-erft wer ich gcwtfen bin. 

Ich war wie sndre jange gecken 
Stolz,weis’» moebt gern urns weib&n lecken. 

Hat dabei fondrc grill tin hirn 
Ulid einem worm grad hintr’r ftirn, 

Detn maehl’ ich luft^frUh, ich tropf 
' JDnrch einen bagel^bus i^i kopf, 

Nun lieg ieh bieri jbjn afch und gratis, 

Und kluge und narren, fpotten miclt aus. 

Haft auchtowurm ? fa hat*, ich bitt’ J 
Hegc und pj|cg5, und fcbtes didx nit - , 

Smcidedefer ves only companion, and It 
is little-mlnded, and eruel to make it the 
.aim of an. unfeafonahle jeft. I hold thefe 
dpggrei rhy^ieSvtherefofe, the cdtapcfitipn 
.!«$ ifo^'ehtttepptihle, that 

.3t":heed J?Qt excite envyin the ■ very, loweft 

eenfiaifical lines, nisi worth 

■■■.ViV ' pf 
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of the rhyming tribe, as wholly unworthy 
the mild and majeftic character of the 
reft of this garden * *• , 

On the following day we left Hanover. 
In palling through Eirribefc I inquired after 
my former fchool- fellow ■■»* », whofe father 
was in the? miniftry here and died fome 
years ago. The tragical hiftory of this 
young man I heard with, feelings of the 
deepeft horror. He poflefled uncommon 
talents, and had acquired a confiderable 
degree of knowledge,* as he : evinced -by ia- 
conteftable proofs: while he was at fchool 
at Klofter- Bergen. In his early years, 
Crebillon’s romances had fallen into his 
hands j— H the feducing feenes drawn by that 
writer, with fuch exquifite brilliancy of 
colouring, made an indelible impreffion 
upon his ardent imagination, till, with in- 
creating years, his paffionS increajed he- 

* Zinamermann fays of thefe gardens, “ I never am 

at Mafienwerdcr without feeling iny heart exhilarated, 
“ and content to be pleafed; I do not weary myfelf to 

*• find out wHencc this pfeafure may arife, nor would 

fuffer any cold votary of tafie to iaugh me out ef it.” A, 
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yond the power of control. I had never 
fjben or heard any thing of him fince his 
difmiffion from fchool, till now, . in his 
native town, I learnt that he returned 
home from the univerfity with his facul- 
ties blunted by excelTes, to a degree nearly 
approaching to infanity. From, that time 
he lived in a conftant ftate of difagreement 
with his mother-in-law, to efcape from 
whom, he enlifted among the Heffian troops 
deftined for, America. When his father 
was informed of this; circuinftance, dif- 
trefled at the idea, of the perils he was 
about to encounter, 'he purchafed his dis- 
charge, and the young man once more re- 
turned under his paternal roof. But on 
this re-union, the animofity between him 
and his mother-in-lawWas renewed with 
fuch added violence,, that he one day ftab- 
bed her with a«knue/ and immediately ran 
away. He then enlifted again as a fcl- 
dier, and palling over, a bridge, in the 
courfe of a march, was feized with a 
paroxyfrn of dcfpair, threw himfelf intq 
the water, and there ended his life. 

I wa$ 
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1 was extremely pleafed with the bold 
fituation of the ruined caftle of Plefle, not 
far from Gottingen, which Hands on the 
woody fumtfiit of a hill, and rifes confider- 
ably above the trees. My Hay at Gottingen 
was very fhort, and my time entirely de- 
voted to my friend S . 

Half a mile from M unden the road 
winds through a narrow wooded valley, 
which leads to a fmall and nearly circular 
plain, enclofed like an amphitheatre, by 
riling grounds fhadtd with woods from 
their feet quite up to their fummits. At 
the end of this plain appears, at a great 
depth below the road, the Wefer, which is 
formed a little above that fpot by the junc- 
tion of the Fulda and the Werra, and 
which thence proceeds to flow through a 
wild valley. The rgad then turns up a 
fteep rocky hill, whence thd "little toSm of 
Miinden is feen, together with one of the 
fineft countries in all Germany. The val- 
ley of Miinden, through which the Fulda 
runs, in the moft charming meanderings, is 
enclofed by wooded hills. s 


At 
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At Caffel we could only fpare three 
hours for the Mufeum, a time fearcely fuf- 
ficient for taking even a fpperficial view of 
the whole. In the two antique rooms are 
a collection of bronze and plailier calls, 
fome original works, many bulls, bas- 
reliefs, inferiptions on Hone, and other mo- 
numents of the arts -of ahtkjuity, of which 
the following appeared mpfl worthy of 

attention : 

ij* 

Th/» Venus de Medicis- — the -Slave 
i Gladiator the 

Lawn — and a Mercury in bronze. 

'• • ' II. ", 

Pans, Ilygeia, and Minerva, all of 
tytia marble.— Minerva was brought 
thither from among fume rubbilh in a «d- 
, llw, where ihe had long ferved as a Hand to 
^ 0 ii balk:.: As the calk' once hurll, fhe 
became fo' impregnated with oil, that even 
nowi in warm weather* drops are emitted 
from various parts of her body. 

Ill, Nar- 
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III 

{ .} i ■ 

Narclfluft bending over tbe fountain to 
view his own image. The mafter un- 
known. 


IV. 


A Poem 


*eia, infcribed on a table 



marble, which Geflner has e'x- 
, and filled up from the Athenais*. 



The names of the ilteors in the Olym- 
pic games, infcribed on another marble 
table. , - i. • 

The tw® laft were brought from Greece 
by the Heffian foldiers in the pay of Venice. 


Notwithftanding that my {ketch, of j|ie 
ouriofities in the different rooms of .the 

> * When this Was firft ptaced in the Mufeum, the poem 

vm jn grest meafure misfed, by time*. but Qefihcr on ex- 
amining it, found it to be tbe fame as one. in tbe Athenais, 
and fupplied what was wanting. T,' ^ 

- 9 Mufeum 
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Mufeum tnuft be very fuperficial, as wd 
had barely time juft to pafs through them, 
yet I fend it, as it will fervc to give you 
fome idea of the variety and value of the 
whole collection. 

I. 

Minerals very complete, and admira- 
bly arranged. 


II. 

Stuffed quadrupeds and birds:— among 
others, a young elephant and two lions. 
Atmoft all the beafts were formerly alive 
in the Menagerie here. 

III. 

Shells, Zoophytes, and fea animals; a 
well'preferved femald mummy. 

i ' * 

; ' '• TV. 

Mofaic varies a very Coftly collection, 
yrhich confifts of two hundred pieces. A 
John as large as life, after the Romi£h 

manner. 
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manner, is uncommonly fine- Among the 
works after the Florentine School, feme 
landfcapes may be particularly diftinguifhed. 

V. 

Infects. 

VI. 

Engravings of famouf Literati : among 
others the fet by Baufe *. 

VII. 

'fV ^ 

Automati and clock work: — particularly 
a collection of watches, from their firft 
invention down to our own time. Thcfe 
which are called Nuremberg eggs* have a 
catgut line inftead of a chain f. 

* Baufe is one of the thoft famous engravers in ali 
Germany. He lives at Leipficfc. T. 

f It is well known that watches are a German in- 
vention; Peter Hele of Nuremberg is their reputed 
ihventar. The firft he made were much larger than 
any we have feen in our days, and, in the form of 
eggs* whence they were called for a time Nuremberg 
eggs. T. , ' .. 1 ‘ ‘ 


VIII. 



So 
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The cabinet of coins,— Gold coins of 
Philip of Macedon, Alexander the Great* 
fome of the Roman Emperors, and thofe 
of i'everal barbarous nations. Heffian 
coins, with all the current coins of the pre- 
fent times. Japan cfe, Chinefe, and Turk- 
ifh coins. Befid|g thefe, there are in this 
room, works of art in gold, filvex*, ivory, 
and amber. A valuable colle&icn cf mi- 
niature paintings } and Tome earthen veffels 
made in this country* which are little infe- 
rior to WedgewoodY for their durability, 
as well as theeKquiftte manner in which 
they arc fmifhed.' 

IX. . 

Models of Roman temples, monuments, 
bridges, and Anns cut in cork with .great 
cKadtncfs.— Erom thefe a much more per- 
fe$' idea of the Pantheon and CoUfcunt 
hi : obtained than could be given by any 
fating or dm wing. . Wfe • are 1 1 nikbted to 
the architect Cid at Rome For this invert- 
' ’ tion. 
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tion. Here is alfo the Dadtyliotheca, which 
contains a very valuable colle&ion of Ca- 
meos and Intaglios. A Goddefs of Peace, 
in Sardonyx, and an Horatius Codes, in 
Achadonyx, from the freedom and neat- 
nefs of the carving, and their extraordi- 
nary degree of poiifli and expreffion, may 
undoubtedly be reckoned among the iinefl: 
pieces of this collection. 

X. 

Optical and aftronomical inftruments. 

XI. 

Inftruments and machines for various 
other branches of the mathematics. — I was 
much ftruck with a celeftial fphere, in, 
filver, made ip the former century by Pro- 
feflor Weigel, on which, iaftead of thciifual 
eonftellatioas, the arms of all the reigning 
Princes in Europe were engraven*;:, 

- • • jP 

m 

Experimental j^ilofophy.-»-Theele£tricaJ 
apparatus is the moil ^complete poffible. 

e 2 . Here 
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Here we alfo faw one of Tfchirnhaufen’a 
famous burning-glaffes, which thiows the 
focus to the diftance of thirteen feet. 

XIII. 

The library. — This occupies the whole 
fecond ftory of the building. Here you 
are Ihewn a Latin Bible of 146'’., which is 
almoft as rare as that of I'uil and Scheficr 
In the Miffd chara&er. 

XIV. 

Hiflory: — particularly inanufcripts rela- 
tive to the Heffian hiftory. Againft the 
wall hang engravings after Raphael’s paint- 
ings in the Vatican. 

XV. 

Manufcripts of Greek and Roman Au- 
thors* for inftance, of Thucydides* Statius* 
Lucan, and -others. 

*VI.‘ 

This loom is fmall, and contains nothing 
but Piianeffs fet of Roman ruins. 


XVJ 1 . 
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XVII. 

The arms and military accoutrements 
of various countries. BoWs, arrows, bat- 
tle-axes, and boats of favage nations, 

XVIII. 

Wax figures as large as life, of the Land- 
graves of Heffe, from Philip the Magna- 
nimous, down to the King of Sweden, with 
their wives. — In their garments the fa- 
fhions of the times in which they lived are 
carefully obferved, and thefe figures there- 
fore are no inconfiderable acquifition to- 
wards a hiftory of the coftumi of different 
periods. Charles, under whom the water- 
works at Karlfberg were conftru&ed, and 
Frederick the Firft, King of Sweden, are 
clothed after the French, the reft after 

' i. 

the Spanifh fafhion. However ftrange and 
grotelque the ornaments and the glitter of 
fpangles on the heads 0 the women may 
appear, they differ only m form from thefe of 
the prefeat day. The countenance of Philip 
'■ E 3 *” : '' the 
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the Magnanimous, is the moft interetting 
among them* It would be a hard, talk, even 
for Lavater bimfelf, to trace in thefe ftrongly 
marked and refoiutc features the defponding 
puiiilanimity and degrading humility, with 
which the Prince fought to fave his foul 
by unburthening his coafcicnce to Luther 
and Melanchton, in the well-known refeript 
he acltlreOed to them on account of his 
prohibited marriage. 

XIX. 

* 

Paintings intended to ferve towards a 
more complete knowledge of the armour 
of the ancient knights. Below are many 
Excellent pieces, but the matters are un- 
known. 


The road to the Landgrave’s furamer- 
refidence at Weifenttein is through a 
jjfcuit avenue. In ffont^of , the houfe, to 
“ ■ ' '"'the 
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the left, lies the Chinefe Village, which, 
bolides two temples, has a cow and fheep- 
flall, a mill, and fome other buildings after 
the Chinefe manner. Thence one pro- 
ceeds to a grove where American trees 
are grouped with natives, arftotig which 
fmall pavilions are interfperihd, each con- 
fccrated to fome Grecian Sage, or cele- 
brated character in the Heathen .mytho- 
logy. In one of thefe Socrates is lifting 
reading at a table, in the fame attitude in 
which he is reprefented in the frontifpiece 
to Mendelfohn’s edifion of the Phaedon. 
Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Heraclitus, De- 
mocritus, and Plato, have all their appro- 
priate habitations. Diogenes lies in his 
tub, .ftretched on reeds and holding his 
drinking cup in his hand, and the Cumsean, 
Sybil ftands in a grotto at the end of a 
dark path. All thefe ligureS are as large 
as life, modelled frotn a mixture of chalk 
and plafter, and coloured after nature. 
But I have dwelt too long on fiich childifli 
things, which ifhift offend every eye fear 
fible to real beauty, and which deferve only 

£ 4 ' to 
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to be tnnfiently mentioned as the nt plus 
ultra of infipidity 

Hence the hill grows , fteeper, and a 
broad turf- way planted with lime-trees 
leads to a Spacious grotto intended to 
reprefent the infernal regions. To the 
right of the entrance is a Hercules, who 
gives back his wife to Alceftes, and an 
Orpheus returning from hell fallowed by 
Eurydice;. the anxious doubtful joy on the 
countenance of the latter is admirably ex- 
prefled. In a niche on one fide are the 
Parcse with their Infignia. To the right 
with ip the grotto, Hands a Coloflal ftatue 
of ‘Hercules, with his enormous club, and 
Cerberus before him: near him appear 
Pluto and Proferpme, on high feats, and 
by their fide, 

— ~ Dana i genus 



Farther in, is Sifyphus rolling his ftone, 
, ^'nd in another part of the grott© fits Erebus 

: -jj$ i Tljpfe figure? - have ; been : rc«#ved by the reigning 
f|folg ray4 : who hjs prjjkie gre?t alterations inlaying out 
tKergan^w’ inis nfa A'.'which-difplays true tafte. 'A. 
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on the throne of his gloomy kingdom. 
Some among thefe plafter figures are of 
uncommon beauty. 

Behind the grotto we afcended again 
through an uncultivated tra£t; to the iirit 
bafon of the cafcade. And now 'we were 
at the foot of a work which holds a very 
diftinguiflied rank among the noble monu- 
ments of architecture. It was begun in 
the year 1701, under the Landgrave 
Charles,, and in fifteen years a confulerable 
progrefs was made towards its completion. 
The original plan of this work may. be 
feen by a model which is prefer ved in the 
model-houfe at Caflel. 

Before I quitted this town,* I vifited. 
Lappard, that able artift in Mofaac, in his 
work-room. 1 He is at prefent employed 
on a Mofaic-table. after the Florentine man- 
ner* on which the town of ,$>?» Goar, with 
the Caftieof Rheinfelfifare to he reprCfented. 
But after a fucceffion offotir Landgraves 
and the fepfe of almoft ah hundred years, 

qot indeed unin#rrqpted, during which it 

(6>1 - - 

has been in hand, only the back ground 

- is 
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is as yet finifhed. The ftoncs employed 
are principally Amethyft, Onyx, Jafper, 
Agate, and Lapis-Lazuli. It is incredible 
how much patience and perfevering induftry 
fuch a work.- requires^ the cutting of the 
ftoncs, Which muft be performed with line 
wire, is fo extremely tedious, that the 
trial impofed on the Prinicefs v;lto was to 
pick millet out of an afh-heap, was a trifle 
compared with this. 

' At the entrance of the Augarten , direc- 
tions for perfons walking there are a foxed, 
among which is the following ; “ Common 
**• citizens and foldiers are only allowed to 
“ walk in the by- walks.” 

In Frederick’s place ftands a Colofial 
ftatue inr grey marble, of the reigning 
Landgrave of Hefle. My comfiamon afked 
me why this ftatue, had been erected ? — You 
will certainly Recoiled here the memorable 
faying of Cato the \Vife 

* Cato, on .being afkcd why his ftatue haft not been 
ejredled at Rome, replied/ I haft rather it fhould be 
.* ** inquired why my ftatue has Wifthan why it has been 

erected.” T. ’ ■ ■ ’■ 

* . ' % 
v 


The 
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The road from Cafiel to Waberrt lit s 
through fertile corn-fields. At aimed every' 
village through which we palled, ragged 
boys came to beg of us, and threw flowers 
into Use carriage. #hefe villages arc well 
built, and by no means juft ify the melan- 
choly defeription which a 1 ite traveller 
has given of them in the German Mufcitm 
At Marburg I went to the chu-rch of 

_the_TTairfmic^rdpr_i^^f£f^]i^jii£uii±m££^ 

of St. Elizabeth, which is eftimated at the 
value of fix hundred thoufand rix-doMars. 

i 

Through three doors, the outermdft of 
which is guarded by numerous locks and 
iron barricades, 4 we arriyed at this venerable 

,t* * 

remains of gothic tafte, which will always 
be an interefting objedfc, to thole who 
wifh to inveftigate the hlftory of the arts. 
It Was ere&ed in the middle of the thir- 
teenth century, confequeritly before the 
time when the tru«|jt tafte ibrr-Wbrks of 
this kind was reftored in Italy by Giotto 

and Cimabue. -> ' 

' ' ’ ■ ’ ' « \ ’ 

*" _ ' V * ja * 

* A periodical puhlicatioa fo ciillc'A 


The 
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The monument Hands on a wooden 
pedeftal and refembles a Gothic houfe. It 
has' a pediment every way, and each pedi- 
ment is fupported by a figure two feet 
high j the length of tfce monument is fix 
Paris feet, the breadth two, and the height 
three. The four large figures are faid to 
be of maffy gold, but the twelve Apoftles, 
and the reft, of the monument only filver 
gilt. All the decorations are fet with pearls 
and precious ftones, as they are called; 
fuppofing this to be really fo, which how- 
ever is very much doubted, they muft be 
of immerife value. 

In point of coftlinefs, this monument is 
certainly fingle in its kind, for that which 
Elizabeth Emprefs of Ruffia has ereded 
to Alexander Newfky, and of which Ber- 
noulli! declares that it is unrivalled, is only 
filver, and has no precious ftones. 

No friend to mankind can refill a wifli 
tolee thefe mafies of wealth, which here 
afe altogether ufelefs, brought forth from 
their gloomy abodes and applied to fome 
heneyolint purpofe particularly in this 
■ country, 
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country, where fo many widows and or- 
phans, whofe hufbands and fathers lie 
mouldering in America, have the mod un- 
doubted right to expedt fome public pro- 
vifion to be made for the reparation of 
their Ioffes*. The fpirit of- Elizabeth her- 
felf, muff rejoice in fuch an application, 
of this wealth, as fhe was a Princefs who 
founded her greateft happinefs in alleviating 
the diftreffes of the milerablef. 

From 

* How much is this claim increafcd fince the year 
1785, when this idea was fuggefted, from the thoufands of 
widows and orphans made by the prefent bloody and de~ 
folating con left- But indeed the wealth of the whole 
globe would hardly (office to fatisfy the claims of this 
nature which the hateful paffion for war, fo prevalent 
among the human race, has perpetually been creating 
in alf nations and ages, of the world. Is it to be hoped, 
that f offering humanity will ever fee a lading termina- 
tion to fuch (cepes of horrer, and mankind learn how 
much more glorious it is to dcierve thfethftfccx than the 
Laurel Wteath ? T. .ffi. ; -j,- ; : f ■ , 

i Profefior Engelfhalt has inferted ■ a very ixtiBt and 
circumftantial defeription of this monument to bt« 
Elizabeth, in MeuJtPt Mifztllarifai Ariiftjfchm In - 
halu. A. " 7 y-' ' •• ' 

"■’> ; - • ■ ) ' ‘y,;r ’ ' ' EngeUbsll 
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• . From the fid caftle at Marburg, there !s 
a fine view over a varied country watered 
by the Lab n, and of the towrt i'o curioufly 
fituated on the hope of the bill. 

At the free Imperial town of Fricdbcrg, 
I faw, for the fir if time, the celebrated Ca- 
lendar which has now been carried on 
without interruption for eighty-eight years, 
and in the middle provinces ofGerrnany has 
gotten the better o£ all rivals, as its iiou- 
xjUhing and extravagant title imports, 
which runs thus,:’ 

“ The limping and hobbling, yet hafty 
flying and running Imperial MelTengcr, 
41 that is, the improved Evangelical, Ca«* 
“ leudar cf Empires, States, Battles, Tri- 
“ umphs, and Hi dory, new published for 
“ the eighty-eighth time ‘by k'r. Wohlgo 

Et>g*rlP'>asJ '#!S a-C-er.-'rirt Pest, and had acquired c«;i- 
^ftderublc f.ur?r; 'hr died Wteiy : t Marburg, where h: V.us 
k Erofeitor. Hb iu&ds «¥tr<ar.sviy iamcn;od hy ?;k friend?, 
as appears l>y ong.of eve imphcrs cf the (J arman Mer- 
cury <?f 'this year j wmrx^c, a$> learn that Aiattbiflun 
bimfeif Was « great admirer or hisipoar y . T. 

" ' “ muth, 
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** muth, (good-humoured,) called the Limp-- 
** ing Meflehger. Offenbach 

How much it is to be wifhed that the 
excellent obfervations given in Fifchers 
Fli'geuden Blattcrn , upon the competition 
of a Calendar, might in future extend over, 
and influence this country. It is lament- 
able to think that almoft every channel 
through which ideas might be promulgated, 
for benefiting mankind by the improve- 
ment of his phyfical fxtuation, and by en- 
lightening his rational faculties, is always 
choaked up with impenetrable mire. 

We palled haftily through Frankfort and 
Darmftadt, to Heidelberg, where we may 
perhaps remain for a year. In this town 
(of the romantic lituation of which, Suker 
has given a juft and faithful description) I 
found a friend in Coynfellor Young, who 
is Profellor at the Eledoral School, which 
was forne time fince 'removed frond Lautern 
to Heidelberg. His narrative of the pfiri- 

3 - 8 

• However ridiculous appear in Englifh, 

it is not at all left fo in Cerman. T., . . , 

cipal 
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‘cipal incidents in the extraordinary life of 
Henry Stillings, is written without the leaft 
atom of poetical flourifh : — as a fequel to 
this work, Young intends Ihottly to publifh 
a fketch of his hero’s domeftic life. You 
coincided with the public in general, in 
regarding this hiftory, at its firft appear- 
ance, a6 a mere romance ; but 1 can allure 
you from Young’s own mouth, that every 
circumftance he has related, from the moll 
minute to the moft important, from the 
moil common to the moft remarkable, is 
genuine, and literal fact. So far indeed has 
he been from throwing too brilliant a co- • 
louring over the painting, that he has rather 
left fotne paffage's which would have re- 
dounded moft to the honour of his hero’s 
heart and underftanding, in a kind of doubt 
and oblcurity. 

Young’s great Ikill in the operation of 
touching , feems as yet to be but little known ; 
though he has already gratuitpufly rdtored 
to fight upwards of two hundred perfons, 
for the moft part poor blind men, who 
were moreover maintained at an inn at 
8 his 
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his own expence during the whole time of 
their cure 

* The number of perfons on whom Councilor Young 
has performed this very nice operation, amounts how to 
four hundred, but ftiU without any advantage to himfelf; 
and When an opulent man who had lately been his patient, 
font him a pretty considerable fum, h e g& vc lt the 
pital on condition that the blind poor who may come 
in future for his affiitance* (bail be permitted to rcfide 
theie, during the tjpaie requifite for their continuing under 
his hands. A. 
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DMeldorf, September 6th, 1786. 

a fter d&votifcg a day at Manheim to 
A. antique hall, where are cafts of 
the beft pieces of ancient ftatuary now 
extant ; and to the ftatue ga^ry, where is 
my favourite piece of Fratrel’s Cornelia 
weeping over Pompey’s urn, I fet forwards 

on my journey. - 

At Oggerfheim, the ufual reiidence or 
the Ele&or, I vifited the chapel, one 
of the moft ^lgW^r works in 

the Palatinate, aqd v examined if with that 
exquifite plkfure which h^uft always anfe 
from cspptemplating regi^fjWcify of. form and 
juftnefs of proportion. ' / } V., 

I alfo 'fa:#*-- * f ? iriale acad 5^y. at 
Frankenth^h which is. uud^. the direfliion 
pf Madame Bertrand qf ^eufchatel. This 
i^hi^on ; m^gafe in fame; 

the appearance of the prls announces health 
noh; have 1 ever feqn fo 
V / ” *’ 1 i , \ ' many 
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many blooming and happy countenances 
together. “ I was always an admirer of 
“ happy human faces." The apartments 
are decorated with the greateft tafte, and a 
neatnefs, rarely to befeen, reigns through- 
out the whole. At the porcelain manu- 
fadory I could fee Only the warehoufe, as 
the work-rooms were already fhut up; the 
painting of the china is nearly equal to 
the Berlin, both in elegance, and brilliancy 
of colouring. 

On my arrival at Mentz I immediately vi- 
fited the hiftorian John Muller, with whom 
I had previoufly correfpqnded. Vfe had a 
great deal of Converfattdn on Switzerland 
and our common mend BonRetten, and I 
am not the lefs ofielng fo charm- 

ing a country, frOm having heard M tiller’s 
account of his travels in the Alps ; I hope 
indeed, it will not now be long ere I lhall 
hail that land of liberty. Miiller is un- 
doubtedly ohe of the radii profoundly 
learned men at preieht ejsifting throughout 
Germany ; his reading is very extedfive, 
and his memory fcareely Strjferior to that 

F 2 • ‘ ’ of 
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of the immortal Halier; The facility with 
which he retains whole columns of dates 
exceeds belief ;he knows the greatest part 
of Virgil and Horace by rote, and fome 
of his friend? have heardhim, more than 
once, repeat the Hymns of Hoftier, and 
David's Pfalms, ;in the original, without 
the lead hefitation. His intimate acquaint- 
ancewith the ancients firlt appeared to the 
public through jithe Qmbricum. It 

was to roe as unexpe&ed, as if was pieafing, 
to find in him thus, author of the Travels 
ff the Topes. He cijrrjt# me jto the Char- 
treufe, whence,,; according $<? his opinion, 
there is the fin#, vipw of the jun<3|on of 
the Mayne,'w%fhp:R%e.j Ul .. ; . • 

. At hdsots ,#*;• p*oce$ to 

.CJplegne* • feen nature 

fb fublime, f<? : io ^jea^d, fo charm- 
ing, and fo the former tpwn 

to. the .-Seven, titUf*, • fufficient 

„«onfide0ce ; :ih my. tfljri* *0 ‘'attempt 

dd&tihidg the eosMfc of t jus part of the 

of fen$- 
f f t rocfa, 

. ' ruins 
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ruins on hills, rivers, villages, and woods, 
which might fuit equally well for any other 
landfcape to which the reader chofe to 
apply it. 1 * 

* As we approached Ehrenbreitftein, my 
boatmen faid,“ It is a great pity that we 
“ cannot lan<f here,*— you ought to fee the 
“ garment which the Mother of God made 
“ for our Saviour, and which he wore every 
“ Sunday as ^}png p he lived.” 

Notwithftandlng the Elector’s humanity, 
he is very little beloved at Bonn, for he 
keeps no idlers, and exerts his ut- 

moft endeavours toreprefsall luxury and 
profufioflu -■'■■■ .. 

Nothing can be conceived more fublime 
than the far-extended erefcent of Cologne 
appears* ?^hen ; v^prpatihed by water, nor 
can any thihg be mofft inelancholy and 
dirty than thO infide of that imraenfetown. 
Moftof the ftreets are as Hill, and defolate, 
aa in the towti, in the Tbotifastd 4*4 one 
Nights t whole inhabitants were jthrough a 
judgment of God turned into marble: and 
if" here and there a human being isieen 

r 3 fcattered 
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fcatteted about, it is always either a prleft 
tor a beggar, 5 The principal rerideivOus of 
thefe latter, is in the neighbourhood of the 
Cathedral, where they fit on ftones, placed 
in ' regular* iows of Which there* fcarcely 
feemS any termination. Each ftone is par- 
ticular property, and defcends as an in- 
heritance frota father to fob, or in cafe of 
k beggar's dying childlefs, he - has a right 
to bequeath it td any friend or relation, 

»' When Petrarch Was inthis town more 


than four hundred years ago, he Was ex- 
ceffively ftrucle with ?, th€ r urbanity of its 
inhabitants, witlf tl$e ; ■'h6bfO'. ; .:lat | riiEtge ; tof ! the 


men, and the 
inCm On St. 



nbattielsof the wo* 


pSy^-is" he was ‘on 
the fhores of the Rhine, he was futprifed 
with thC-'Tight W'on^r^'-'thl^oft -fa- 
vourite e*hrbit|«hif.? A, hnttbUilefs ttuflti- 
m* t df 4iid 

emaiiaeiitt»d'' i ' , sfiti todl* 

lt&ed' on ' &e tfVeiwfJfe 5 , ”abj^lt%n-fet,' and 
|ll v '’'sya’ihed' their • hah^^tiA • irina • together 
labile 'they 'prbhp:feed '' : 't'erta^n / ihyftidd 
W&fef ’0%.(^'1&s''tblbpMitodi' told bid! 
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that it WaS an immemorial cuftom among 
the females of Cologne to perform' this 
luftration every year on St. John’s Day, 
by which means they believed themfelvee 
to become > perfedly fecure from diieafe 
and misfortune till the return of that day 
again. ’ . *. 

Bigotry and an abhorrence ofjierefy, 
according- to the atcquntS of aU enligHtehed 
travellers, are hardly carried to fiich ex* 
cefa jin any other,; town in Germany as at 


Cologne. •• rjlJnd^r, ; ftm&toh ;of that 

gro^^o^^|;.^rp^^-,,eom'i^ted by 
tho jrii: Who^ are 

yotrng in "the 


young 'wt»^ia|^;i m -the 

at,;tlit ' 


iKubehS'i 
lo ft in ; CO ! 


'WflvPf^ 


^^;;of f ':ib' isc^^arable 
ylh^lMit^foHoWiid the ’from 


. Jxdki w’- • 


the, . in'%- ealtfif, '$jp V the , 

• :'* • ' *4 


the gltari 
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and there, at the very fide of the Prieft 
.as he was faying mafs, was guilty of 
a mifderaeanor very common among his 
fpecies. Inftantly the word heretic y (for 
as fuch I w%s probably recognized even at 
my entrance,) refunded from all fides, 
while a hundred female hands, brown and 
hard as thofe of the fpjnners in the four 
./^^j-pointie^'lat. ^e alf |qge£her. Ilap- 
pily I efpied, cl€»fe hy,i|ne» a fide- door be- 
hind a pillar, through which I made my 
efcape as fajft .poffible* My hoft, to 
whom I rekt^.^ j^y.. a.|.yie^tur^ .^fibred 
me folemnly iK&jfhua , fpr- 

tunately fave4'.;hi^|| ( 6jr :$}$#> . fuch wj , 
opportunity- of. f^to|i|^^|r^|th^the ufpal . 

ceremonies, ' 

° n’V- ’ 1 

mentioned :pi$#ire ■:w ;*$h&- church of. St. 


am. Mw »M « 


V t U mm*-* J. ■■ < ■ .* v 

I tookewalk ^% to ; |eofhcrg, a 

$jfo. heldn|iiig i , : |P the fUe&or Palatine, 

about 
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about three hours; diftance from Cologne; 
a true ^fairy-palace,, which, fituated in a 
woody folitude, on the fummit of a high 
hill, ,has rhe appearance of enchant- 
ment. No lover Of the arts Should pafs 
by Benfberg, on account of the fine coir 
legion of paintings, by Sconians, Bellucci, 
Pellegrini, and Weenix, nor any admirer 
of nature oh account dfthe rich j^nd ex- 
tenfive. landfcape. to be Teen from the lan- 


tern of the cupola.; ^ 

From Cologne to Dufleldorf I went in 
the ftage, the dri ver of which being ill with 

, , *i f,> x r 't' * , <> ■ -I'i 

an agfie, only tlrove us (to ufe a Suabian 
exprelfibh) arfnail’i '■ ! ■ The ■ company 

confided ‘of an from Brabant, 

who fpofce ; hi. mixture of Breach, Latin, 


Dutch, and .hrpken ^ettpan,; a monk, who 
carried ' with: ; hUa/. hjt ; ];|i^the.nfe . ddk _ of 
brandy; T-a- = . 4 ^F, 'who 
declared mould hbr 

taih * : ' |* 'the Indents 


would fiiqfejf dhty immei- 

diateiy l" 1 * *\ w 

i- %?, frr«; * r*. 
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; At Jacobi’s, the! privy cbtmfeHor’s, I 
Ipent a wry pfeafatrt evening-in company 
With Heinfc. I learnt' here dse name of' 


the young" * Wirtembergdr, WiZemnann, 
whom Jacobi celebrated as having a very 
great genius for phM We 

have now hOpeSof a fec^nd part of the 
Woldemar. Heinfeisat prefent printing 
a romance, appeared 

fbme time fince in the German Mufeuih, 
and has with reafpri (excited great expect- 
ations. v ; c ‘ • ■ 


In the |t$tt|e ; ; "Hdfife 

• dlrried foe^ _ "Sjtf" 


ittWed-by Ra- 

^HaeC^ a** 

Work '*0jfo!t0; t mesfoly 

.glanced - 'dyel*j :: -o^?- to W&ri? ' properly, 


Sd4#IoOlt':^i^W#| &f‘ Ankinow 


vvzmtM : mmsM' ■ ■■ r < ■ > 

|jfe ;ma%' of 






,v" itsM. 






sw * swr 


ml &snt 


7‘ ‘ '"” '■$•■< *? ' .W-£>V templatiag. 
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templating, is fixed in my mind as plainly 
and as accurately as the figure of the moon 
in a itill lake. 

I fend you the fragment of a treatiffe 
upon the beft mode of ftudy to be pur- 
fued by a riling poetical genius. It was 
given me by a friend, and from the fpirit 
and ftile of the work, you will have no 
difficulty in gueffing at the author. 


THE FRAGMENT. 

Oriental poetry muft always he the firft 
ftudied*, not merely' on accotmt of its ah* 
tiquity, its fimplicity, and exceffive lm~ 

* Although the author in. this - firft pelted fpeaks of 
oriental poetry, by Which we touM Ondtiftand the poetry 
of the Eafterp nations at large, yet we rouft iuppofe from 
the context, that he means to coniine his obfervatians to 
the toed poetry of to ffefcreW tortures, dtberwife 
tire beginning of to piece is wholly unintelligible. In- 
deed it appears, throughout fomewhat obfcure, but it is 
not therefore the lefs likely to he firofn the f«n of ftlop- 
ftock, to Whom it is afcubcd. T. 


agery, 
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agevy, but rather becaufe we, who have uo 
national poetry, nor any mythological lan- 
guage of our own, muft thence receive 
our firft imprcffions. For it is imprcffions 
fuch as theie which can alone awaken the 
genius of the poet, and whoever has had 
liis imagination thus called forth, is un- 
fortunate if it fhould be fmothered again 
amidft a xnafs of fcientific trafh, foreign 
conceptions, or falfe tafte, nor can do bet- 
ter than immediately endeavour to rege- 
nerate it, as much as may be in his 
power, by new images and impreffions 
derived from the fame fou'rce. And as thofe 
taken from religion always ftrike the foul 
moft forcibly, let him begirt with ftudying 
fuch fentences, hymns, grand maxims, and 
fongs, as though not poetry themfelvca, 
infpire the youthful mind with poetical 
ideas; and give it a general tone for fub- 
limity and harmony : from' fuch a flock 
which lies like a chaos at the bottom of 
the foul, he may feleft with fkill as in- 
clination or opportunity fhall offer, and in 
due time produce works of his own. 

Lowth 
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Lowth on the Hebrew poetry, is a work 
much to be recommended for this purpofe: 
yet I would wifh every one to endeavour 
to feci the beauties of the facred poetry 
more ardently than Lowth himfelf feems 
to have done, for excepting in particular 
pafldges, the beauty of which he undoubt- 
edly felt in its fulled force, he does not 
appear fo deeply imprefled by his fubjed 
as might be wiflied. The nearer one can 
come in this reiped to the original lan- 
guage the better, although I doubt whether 
any perfon could feel more in thefe pieces, 

' than their animation, their harmony, and 
the livelinefs of their imagery. The He- 
brew Gramma^ fhould be a field* and in- 
deed the bed field, for gathering poetical 
flowers; it is however, like the Grammars 
of all other languages, a mere dry philo- 
iophical fkeletpn. But two other things 
may he recommended as of great affidance 
in gaining that intimate acquaintance with 
the fpirit of the language# the acquifition 
of which is fo very defirable. In the fird 
place, Travels into the Lad, of which wc 

have 
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have fome that are excellent, though in- 
deed to fpeak truly, the generality are little 
better than chaff; but Maillet’s Letters on 
Egypt, Shaw’s Travels, d’Arvieux, Pococke, 
and Niebuhr, in parts at leaft, if not 
throughout, I have read with pleafure. i 
believe that in Haifelquift alfo, fome ufe- 
ful things might be found, although his 
travels are chiefly botanical. Secondly, 
the ways of thinking and habits of the 
countries adjoining to Judea, particularly 
of the Arabians, may be ftudled with ad- 
vantage. For, as the Arabic language is, 
as it were, the living Hebrew, and the 
cuftoms of that people thofe which' dis- 
play moft accurately the genius of the 
Eaftcrn nations; fo Is their hiftory both 
before Mahomet, during bis life, and fmee 
that period, full qf rich veins of poetical 
ore* That part of the TJniverfal Hiftory, 
which relates to tbefc nations is well ex- 
ecuted, but the fubje& is treated in a fu- 
perior manner in Outhrie*s Abridgement. 
The Arabian poetry, the Koran, &c. are 
in tb» refpeft alfo well worthy of atten- 
tion, 
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tion, ftilLonly as guides to underftanding 
the fpirit of t}ie Oriental, poetry, , frorn^ the 
yeftiges of antiquity which they defcribe 
as. ftill extant among a living nation. 

Now let us take a great leap to- North- 
America, to the hiftory of the Five Nations, 
little of whole poetry it is true is. known 
in Europe, biit their cuftoms and ways of 
thinking are the beft mirror, if f may be» 
allowed the exprelIion, ,in which to fee 
how, with a certain mode of education, 
poetry without any *artor rule, but merely 
through the inftin# of nature, acquires 
.great force and grandeur. The travels of 
Gharleyoi|: and of Lafiteau, will be here, 
the, iaffc^aps a fort of 

compeadiqm. of the ethics andpoetry of 
fayage #fe. ; ' • certainly, ,af . great . ad- 

vantage, ip more and weightier points of 
view ; . ; tha% : P«^y ; i with ; refpe$: topoetry, 


the i^annerjk, ■ nf : ,^y%ge > ...even,. to 

becptne^ as Jit ■ were, obefelf ...^.iaysge > in 


ordprto 


fullyinto ■ thehfimple ■ 
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The Edda of the ancient Northern na- 
tiong, 1 recommend merely as the reverfe 
6f the coin* that the one fide may illuftrate 
the other, for thefe people were in former 
times, on the European fide of the globe, 
what the North Americans are now on 
theirs. They had ftrength of foul and 
boldnefs of imagery, In common with each 
Other ; and as thefe Northern nations were 
in fome fort our patents, it is to them per- 
haps* that we owe the fmali remains of 
national inodes of thinking which are now 
left among us. Yet the going through the 
Edda itfelf, is merely Wandering amid rem- ' 
items of :icttfiom$''ahd **$&!•• 

let’s firibftert •^»theiHifthry ? ' i t>f - 'Ben«ftaric, 

has w m^h^oth.'j-.^' riie'^Edda^f' fjpfetry, 

and of *s' is • retpit- 

fite .ilgjr- me- phrpd<|V' ■■ ” '■*' ■ i ' • < v * ; ’ ; *T" ‘ 

, -KBisT t'fto rieheft dH&Veff of 'fe clhtury; 

cldied 

d-'tieaftM, ^.the^emaiin^of tneienf<Mtic, 
Scotch, or Erfe poetry , ' pobhfhed by Mac- 
'y§lrfoni-' ; Md on the amhentichy ofwhich, 
' ? ihould h? Jteard • h&tgffiijfasnh 
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They had beft be read in the Engliih 
tranflation, from which the German trani- 
lations are taken, but otherwife that of 
Denis is very ufeful, particularly on ac- 
count of Blair’s treatife, who in his pro- 
vince is not inferior to Lowth. In this 
people were united a ftrength of feeling, 
an elevation of character, and a livelinefs 
of imagination, with a foftnefs and tender- 
nefs of heart, not to be found in other 
Northern nations, among whom all is flint- 
llone, and ready to ftiike fire. Their 
images are very fnnple and often repeated, 
Jbut they are ftrong, juft, and ftriking. 
Oh, they are Nature ! Nature l— for which 
reafon they in many rcfpe&s approach the 
Orientalifts very nearly. There cannot 
be a greater contraft than between Offian 
and Milton, as to poetical invention ; and 
the time will come Mien, in more than 
one point of view, we ftiall fay, we (hut 
tip rHomer, Virgil, and Milton, and read 
Oifian over and over** 

We 

* It is perhaps not very fufprifih^ that a foreigner 
IhouM entertain fuch ideas with refpeit to the comparative 

a merits 
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We may indeed reckon him the near eft 
to Homer, who excels him in nothing fo 
much as in a fweet loquacity* and a fancy 
which through the fimplicity and .beauty 
of his mythology can exalt every thing 
into an idol. Homer mtift not be confix 
dered either wholly as a claffical fchooi 
hero, or as an allegorift, a philofopher, an 
alcbymift, or a broker of wife faws, neither 
as a fongfter mounted on the triumphal 
car of epic poetry; to regard him in any 


merits of Milton and Offinn. The perfect fimplicity of 
the latter is much more cafy to be underftood by one 
not thoroughly acquainted with the £ nglifh language, 
than the nobtb elevation of ftyle, fublimity ol tfenoment 
Utjd description, profound learning, and claflic Cifte of 
the farmer, whofe, unrivalled^>Otem contains beauties which 
none but an Englilbman, arid not even every Tngf»fl&‘ 
man, can truly feel. Bctfar from concurring iftoyithiOtt 
with the author of the Fragment, the EngUfli reader will 
rathey compare Offian with, the Gcorgjuafc.§^j[u*,, which, 
though wfi^id in itfjjlf, yet as being nfcwly tfifeovered, 
excited attention for a while, buflqOn funk: again info its 


original obfowity. Milton, oil. the contrary,, wiilbe 
•liliiuad io'jty .:fteady planet Jupiter; ’ which, wanting no- 
vel^* ItttwSH'tto' particular notice, yet i^id4 r , 

• adflimrtion of evcryfoulWfi&iSng, 


$1 tWRaia fo, till time (ball be no more. T. 
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of thefe lights fingly, is to drefs him in 
falfe colours. He is in fa£t a ballad- finger, 
an etothg of the flowers of the aoiSm that 
went before him, who with his lyre in 
his hand- fings in immortal Hexameter 
the fayings of former times, which Ample 
and unadorned feem as filvery waves, gently 
rolling over each other, and producing 
fuch foft tones as penetrate the very foul. 

*Next in order let Pindar follow, in whom 
we fee the Homeric mythology, wifdom, 
arid poetry, in the fineft and moft laboured 
abbreviations. The moft remarkable thing 
"in him is the fublirrie manner in which he 
frequently ftarts away from the Olympian 
courfe, af‘nd runs hither arid' thither pluck- 
ing flowers from hiftory to twine them 
into wreaths for ad orbing his Victors; un- 
le&thus confidercd, his yvopoti become old 
worrieWs fa^rs, and his “my thology , | bbri- 
fufed galiimatia. '• • 

And now to Sophocles. , His tragedy Is 
indeed more* ^toperly hefoic Opera j the 
' piaqei. ariii ‘'ttro^y ©tight 
rioflSeif^fore- to have beeaimpofed on any 
other nation ' '#Kere' thd hhfeia • yras difiefent* 

o % and 
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and it was tp prefervc thefe that the chorus 
with the religious folemnities were intro- 
duced. Sophocles cannot therefore in any 
refpeft be taken as a model For tragedy, 
but his flyle, his fimplicity of a&ion, his 
powers of exciting the paflions, and his 
elevated declamation, will always deferve 
our admiration, paiticularly if his pieces 
are read with the idea of being in Greece 
among an aflciubly of the people, and 
hearing them in the recitative accompanied 
with action in which they were recited or 
fung. 

To Sophocles fucceeds Shakefpeare, but _ 
the one mud in no rcfpc£t be compared 
with the other, for they are not comparable. 
Shakefpeare is the hiflory of mankind 
placed before our eyes; all his feenes are 
fingle leaves out of the great book of Na- 
ture, and for this rtafon every thing in 
him deferves attention. "With refpeft to 
character, the Greeks knew little or no- 
thing of that kiud of humour with which 
all Shakefpeare’s are coloured, and which 
feems to come forth as it were, from the 
bottom of the heart ; and in each indivi- 
dual 
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dual you do not merely fee and hear him 
a& and fpeak, but you alfo fed that, he 
could not have a&ed or fpoken otherwife. 
With refpedilp the pafllons, he does not 
merely make them boil over, when we 
mull neceflarily hear the ftorm, but he car- 
ries us at the fame time to the enchanted 
caves whence they fpring, and lays open to 
our view every avenue which leads to their 
moll interior retefles. 
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Zbrich, Auguft jjth, 1787. 

T7R0M Heidelberg to Studtgardt, I tra- 
" veiled ia company with a Dutch of- 
ficer who had been ftationed for twenty 
years at Columbo in Ceylon, and who was 
now juft returned with his wife and chil- 
dren to Kempten his native country. 

At Studtgardt l fpent fume days with 
my fiicnd Hartmann, whofe family is one 
of the moft eftimable that I know. I 
faw agaiu, and with added plcafure, the 
fieeping Venus, of which Tifchbein fays, 
that it unites all Titian’s beauties, without 
having any of his faults. 

Sehubart, in whofe company I fpent 
fome time, has, undoubtedly, moft fplpndid 
talenu, only he wants a Plato to remind 
him froth time to time of the golden lay- 
ing 0 ,e run #A.p«r«. The biftory of the 
firft years of his imprifonmeut, which he 
related to us with ever increafmg anima- 
tion, pierced me to the very foulj even 

now 
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now he appears only to drag on a length- 
ened chain. Since Bach, at Hamburgh, I 
have never heard any one play fo finely 
on the harpfichord, efpecially when he 
rifes into the expreffion of the more ani- 
mated paflions. His compofitions have 
not hitherto met with that efteem to which 
they appear entitled ; his accompaniments 
to the war-fongs of our Tyrtseus are admir- 
able *. The very fmall falary which he re- 
ceives as director of the theatre at Studt- 
*gardt would fcarcely keep him and his fa- 
mily above want, but that deficiency is in 
fome mcafure fupplied by the extenfive falc 
of the chronicle in which he is concerned. 

I Confider my acquaintance with Huber 
as a real acquifition ; he is a man of fler- 
ling worth without allay ; open, h on eft, 
and upright} and though poflefled of dif- 
ttnguifhed endowments of underftanding, 
perfectly modeft and unafTumtng, His 
early poetry deferves to be ranked among 
that of our golden age in this fublimc art, 

^ By Tyrfcms is probably meant the famous i>oet 
Gwiaf, who has published war-fongs upt Ids (u T lime 
thin thofe of the Ci redan bard. 1'. 

G 4 


and 



88 


LET’lEU V. 


and he has acquired himfelf a confidcrable 
ftation among the bards of the Hallerian 
fchool by his “ Converfations with God*.” 

The Counlellor of Legation, Abel’s, col- 
ledlion of engravings, contains the mod 
celebrated woiks of Frey, Edelink, Andran, 
BoUwert, and Vorftermann, from the 
great Italian and Flemilh matters; particu- 
larly many from Rubens, Raphael, Pouflin, 
and Jouvenetj alfo the Romualdus, well 
known as the chef-d’oeuvre of Andrew 
Sacchi engraved by Frey. 

Never were my feelings more feullbly 
awakened to the vanity of all human great* 
nefs, than at the fight of the hill between 
Goppingen and Geifslingen, where for- 
merly ftood the houfe belonging to the 
anceflors of the Dukes of Suabia, the vil- 
lage clofe by which ftill retains the name 
of Hohenftaufen. No ftudent of hiftory 
could contemplate, without emotion, the 
fmall remains of the wall upon the top 
of that hill. On viewing it, I involuntarily 
ran over in my mind the annals of that 

* A methptiiftica] kind of work, as may be inferred from 
io ftrttfgc a tide. 1'. 


celebrated 
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celebrated period from Conrad the Thir| 
jpfv the great Conradin, a portion of liif-^ 
tory lb fplendid, and fo enriched with 
great exploits; and in a lit of enthuliafm 
I called on the fpirits of Barbarofla and his 
great-grandfon, to come forth like the 
{hades of Offianic heroes, from out the 
mofs-clad walls of their mined caflle. 

The little town of Geifslingen belongs 
ing to the ftate of Ulm, is in a roman- 
tic fituaiion between high rocky hills, 
only fparingly featured over with Ihrubs. 
At the poft-houfe, a number of young 
girls were aflembled, who with moll in- 
defatigable mercantile eloquence intreated 
us to buy their ivory toys, the turning 
of which is a principal branch of their 
induftry. 

At Ulm I vifited Profeflor Miller, whom 
I found precifely the man of which his 
writings had led me to form an idea* He 
made numberlefa inquiries about Klop- 
ftock, Vofe, and the two Stolbergs, in 
whom he feems to take the deepeft intereft. 
We afeended the Minfter, whence there 
is a very fine view over the beautiful valley 

of 
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of the Danube. Even in its untinifhed 
ftnte, the Minfttr at Uim is one of tty? 
fineft remaining monuments of Gothic ar- 
chitecture. Miller pointed out to me the 
place where, in the year 1495, the Emperor 
Miximilian the Iurft flood, when he vifitc l 
it ; and at the fame time (hewed me the 
ftrongly marked and e^preflive portrait of 
that monarch, which is no difgrace to the 
talents of Lucas Kranuck*. 

from Lindau, a little town upon an 
ifland in the lake of Conftance, and united 
to the main land by a long bridge, I went 
over to Rorfhach. The paflage here, 
which is the broadefl; part of the lake, takes 
about four hours. Rorfl*ach belongs to 
the Prince Abbot of St. Gallen, and by 
means of its extenfive linen-trade is be* 
come very flourifhing. 

The Thurgau, through a part of which 
I uatdled, is ftixdly (peaking a gaftfe. 

I have never hitherto found io much riches 
of n.»ture, united with la many fluking 

* Luty» kuimck was* very Jamous fainter of thofc 
j-, . . fim hu<l ot Luther, by hn.», is to be ken in 
r will- T, 
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traces of the induftry of man, excepting 
in the duchy of Wirtemberg, the Palati- 
nate, and the Four Lands near Hamburgh*. 
The boufes (land Angle, and arc furrounded 
by gardens and fields as in the march of 
HolAein. 

The church* yard at Rommifhorn is 
undoubtedly the molt advantageous fpot 
■whence to view the lake of Conftance. 
The town of Conftance once fo flourUhing, 
but at prefent almoft defolate, has now 
fome profpeft of reviving again through 
the declining hate into which Geneva is 
brought by the late emigrations. 

Thence I took a fail to the ifland of 
Reichenau, the Beuedi&iuc monaftcry on 
which, is one of the oldeft now in exift- 
cnce, and was the burying-plaee of Charles 
le Gros. The body of the Evangclift 
Mark, which is {treferved here, is aflerted 
, the genuine one, while the venerable 

'* The Fbur Lands, are four villages bn the hanks c* 
>the Elbe in the neighbourhood of Hamburgh, and air- 
places of great refort inthefymmer for panics of pleafurc. 
They are particularly celebrated for the excellence of 
their vegetables. T. 

6 


fathers 



fathers pronounce that fhewn at Venice 
to be an abfolute impofturc. They fhew a 
finely-formed antique vafe, which proba- 
bly is of Grecian origin, as the Canaanitifli 
wedding-cup, and a jluor mheralis of al- 
moft; thirty poi nd6 weight is exhibited as 
an emerald. The key-hole of the library- 
door was woven over with cobwebs; this 
will undoubtedly call to your recollection 
the poor’s box, in a fimilar condition, in 
Hogarth’s Marriage-a-la-mode. 

In' a church at Conftance is a painting 
which for originality of defign muft (land 
unrivalled. It is true that I did not fee it 
myfelf, but the circumftantial defcription 
given me by one well worthy of credit, 
enables me to give you, at leaft, its leading 
ideas. It is called the Conception of the 
Holy Virgin. An old man lies on a cloud 
whence he darts out a Vaft beam which 
pafifes through a dove hovering about juft 
below | t at the end of the beam appears a 
large tranfparent egg, in ( which is feen a 
child in fwaddling-clothes with a glory 
round it. Mary fits leaning back in an 



airm-chair, and opens her mouth to receive 
the egg. 

An inhabitant of this place, who has let 
a part of his houfe to a family from Ge- 
neva, has brought forth an old ftone figure, 
which tradition calls the ilatue of Hufs, 
and which for time immemorial had ftood 
in an obicure corner among fome rubbifh, 
add has now frefti coloured the face and 
<lothes, and fet it up in thehall of his new 
lodgers. 

I went by water from Conflance to 
Schaffhaufen. ; As a tempeft feemed coming 
• bn, the veflei was obliged to piit in at 
Ermatioggn, whence it proceeded onwards 
at three o’clock; next morning. At Stein 
on the Rhine the lake terminates, theihofes 
contract, and the current of the^jriyer be- 
comes perceptible. 1 '• 

I did not ftay long at Schaffhaufen, but 
went immediately to the fall of 
where I fpent the whole day. 
defcriptions of this cataraft which hafts 
come to my knowledge, that of Mbjriers 
appears i& every refpe£fc to claim the firft 
place. I read it over again open the very, 
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fpot, and after the clofeft com pari fon found 
the piflurc cxnflly agreeing with the ori- 
ginal. That indeed represents the fall of 
the Rhine individually, and not merely, if 
I may ufe the exprcfTion, gives its geueric, 
but alfo defines acciuatcly its Specific cha- 
racter; whereas almoft all other writers 
draw up a dcferipl'on in a Horn idling 
Dithyramhic llyle, whit h would ferve juft 
as well for the catarads of the Nile or of 
Senegal} nay, which in forac paits would 
atifwer equally well ior an eruption of 
Mount Vcfuvius, 01 a icprcieutation of the 
earthquake, in Calabna. 

The exclamation of that poet*, who, at 
the full light of this fall, biol^e oiit, M God 
M what a water- hell 1 ” may ferve as a con- 
trail to the phlegmatic remaik of an En- 
glishman, who laid on a like occafion, 
** Earth, one would* think that the Devil 
“ Wjas qookirg himfclf a mefs of milk- 
“ porridge, down there!’* 

* The Gi Titian poet Len*,— <“ Gott ' welch cine 
“ Wiflrrbo'V* is the original exclamation. It may 
hate force ahd meaning to a German ear ; to an Englifih 
cu'i', it conveys not omen of either. T. 

I (pent 
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I fpent the greateft'part of my time at 
Zurich with the Senator Fufsli, one of the 
moft liberal and enlightened of men, and 
eminently active in promoting the public 
good. In thefe refpedls his equal is fcarcely 
to be found among the Helvetians: his 
memory is quite a hiftory of his native 
country. During his refidence in Italy he 
was the intimate friend of Winkelmann, 
ijn, whofc pofthumous correspondence fbtne 
letters to him are inferted. A picture of 
Winkelmann by Angelica Kaufmaan hangs 
in his work-room. 

• Fiifsli carried me to the fore ft of Slid 
where' ^effner ufually fpent his fu tamers, 
in a rural habitation in the m^ft of a 
true Arcadian Wilderriefs, on the bank of 
the load- roaring Sihl. Few men have 
made a more pleafing impreffion on my 
mind 'than the honeft, cheerful, unarming 
Gefiner, who is become the prideimathe 
German ParnaHus, from the Tejo <$$Ue to 
the Neva. Fate appears to have balanced 
his deferts againft his domeftic happmefs 

1 ■ ; f £ ' ■ i J , 1 ; ' 

with att equity which fhe rarely pbferves. 
He has now for fome years renounced. 

** poetry. 
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poetry, and devoted his leifure hours en* 
tirely to painting; but his landfcapes are 
true Idylls of the pencil, and unite with the 
utmoft originality of genius, the greateft 
charms of defign and beauty of colouring. 

Some time fitted faw alfo the Chanoine 
Tobler, the \ author of the weil*known 
Afcetical Works, and the tranflator of 
ThomfonV Poems, who through his patri- 
archal hofp&alitywon my whole foul. Mere 
literary acquaintance are indifferent to me, 
but the; friendfhip of* a man who is all na- 
ture and cordiality contributes -effentially 
to the happinels of my life. 



L 97 3 


. SV>1 ..... LETTER VI. 

Nibn, on the lake of Geneva, Oft. 30th, 17S7. 

A T Mbften the German and French lan- 
gtiageb ate jumbledtogether, and the 
inhabitants /peak the one as tlf is the other. 
Hence the line of reparation between the 
two languages runs throughFriburg, whfere 
the lower part of the town does n6t ilh- 
derftand the upper, and thence proceeds 
through the Sane Vales* in the Valais. 

• The^guantity* Of bones in the Gharael*- 
Boufe '^l^lhrteh, has from various catifes 
been |or Ibme years- vifibly diminifiung. 
In thfe firri place, ahjioft every traveller 
who vifits them takes fome away as a 
fmtvtnir j bpt what 'consumes them much 
moye rapidly is, that on account o£. their 

Vales the French' and 

.■ guage* a® divided by the Mil of Vanned <w /wrofti ftand 
the remains of an ancient caftle. In thfe village of Tuvan 
which Ijief 0* foot of Sfto^ht ' Jura, esvCr Jigaioft -the 
■ iflartd' of *Sti vb«r in the lafe $ \ Rtel, ' die line pf di vifioit 
:tb formed- by jr&itl&ri' valet* < 

‘ . v a ’ ' " ' extrabr- 
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extraordinary wbitcnefs, they are now 
much employed in turnery-ware, particu- 
larly in making handles for knives. The 
poil-boys of Geneva, to whom credit is due 
for diicovering this new branch of trade, 
carry them a vay in large quantities, in 
order to make money of them in their 
native town: Bouftcttcn allured me, that 
ten years ago, this heap of bones was at 
lead; feme feet higher. In ancient times it 
was a frequent pratfice among the inha- 
bitants of Burgundy to come hither, for 
the purpofe of carrying away as many as 
pofiible of thefe remains of their unhappy 
countrymen, that they might tranlport them 
over the borders and bury them in their 
native foil. But more curious was the fate 
of 'two fkulls which the celebrated natu- 
ralift Hebenftreit took with him on his 
journey to Africa : b afore Tunis, where a 
religious bigotry prohibits the keeping of 
any htijtaan remains, they were difeovered 
by the people who fearched his cheft, and 
thrown into the fea. 

We lately pafied over the fields and 
meadow* where formerly Avcnticum, the 

Roman 
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Roman capital of Helvetia, occupied a 
large fquare, the great extent of which h 
accurately defined by the remains of the 
town wall diftinguifhable in fo many places: 
the walls of the Amphitheatre are alfo 
very confpicuous, although a part of it 
is entirely buried. The well-known Mo- 
faic is molt unwarrantably mil'ufed j two 
other pieces, which were expofed in former 
years* mull, to judge from the drawings 
of them, be extremely beautiful •, but from 
fome motive, unknown to me, they have 
been clofed up again. Very lately, a mod 
exquifitely wrought Corinthian capital, 
with a* fragment of a fluted fliaft were 
dug up, the diameter of which authorizes 
a conje&ure that they muft have be- 
longed to fome building of confiderable 
magnitude. 

On the whole, tho antiquities here ex- 
pofed, are very much neglected ; fctpe of 
the ftatues have even been deftroyed in 
lime-kilns * at leaft an old lime-burner 
allured Bonftetten, that fome years before 
he had frequently had fuch Heathenifli 
idols to burn. 

H 2 , The 
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The infcription upon the monument of 
the Aventian Prieftefs Julia Alpinula found 
among thefe ruins, and publidied by 
G niter, is inexpreflibly afle&ing. Her fa- 
ther was put to death at the command of 
Aulus Cstcina, notwithftanding that the 
daughter fought with prayers and tears to 
foften the heart of the aufterc judge and 
move him to forgiven cfs. The pious 
maiden did hot long furvive the ftroke, 
but followed the departed to the grave in 
the earlieft bloorh of life. ‘The tribute paid: 
to her memory is here fubjoincd. 

JULIA ALPINULA 

Hie jaceo 

Inf diets patrh) infdix proles , 

Dees AvENTiiB faccrdos; 

F.xorare patris necem nott potui 
Male mori in fatis Hit crat* 

Tm annos XXIII. 

In fttmmer, particularly if the weather 
be very dry, 'the flreets of this town are 
dill difccrniblc in many places, by the 
long (beaks running in parallel lines and 
fet right angles, where the grad is Scat- 
tered 
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tercd very thinly on account of the little 
depth of earth over the pavement *, 

On the eminence where now Hands 
the modern Avenches, like a feeble bufli 
fprung from the root of the mighty oak, 
formerly flood the caftle. The epocha of 
the deflru&ion of Aventicum is veiled in 
impenetrable obfeurity. 

“ But the whole nation funk into ob- 
“ livion,” fays Muller, ** without auy hif- 
<4 torian's having marked the date of its fall, 
“ while the Geographer only notes it as the 
“ Helvetian Del'ert,” Ammianus Marcci- 
linus mentions at the end of the fourth 
century, “ In the neighbourhood of the 
“ Penniniau mountain lies Aventicum, now 
“ deferted, but the fplcudid remains of 
“ which point out its former flourilhing 
“ ftatc. The circumference of the walls is 
“ ftill to be feen j a (blitary pillar Hands in 

i 

* Sit ti ci'ifit gloria mtmli. Many centurids have now 
elapfed fmee the fall of this beautiful and celebrated city. 
Perhaps in the mighty revolutions of dates and empiics, 
many centuries hence London now Co opulent and flou- 
rifhi’ng, the emporium of arts and commerce, may be 
discernible only by fimilar traces. T., 

»} 
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“ the midft of a meadow, like that of the 
** fuperb temple of Juno at Samos ; grafs 
“ grows in the Amphitheatre, and the plough 
** llrikes on ftatues, altars, tombs, mighty 
** walls, and other traces of ancient opu- 
“ lence 

* Not far from the high pillar here mentioned* a num- 
ber of Sarcophagi have bten difeovered, which are nil in 
a ftyle of the higheft fimplicity, and do not heat the lcafl 
appearance of the Roman tafle. A. 
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Ocnthod near Geneva, June inh, 1788. 
1" h At> already engaged, upon Bonnet’s 
prefling invitation, to prolong my ftay 
with him feme days, when I received your 
propofal, my dear Bonftctten, and I muft 
therefore with regret decline accepting it, 
and leave you to make your little excurfion 
alone. 

Myhoft continues to read his works with 
me every morning, and we have now enter- 
ed upon his “ Contemplation de la Nature .” 
I read aloud, and when any paflage oc- 
curs which he thinks wants explanation, he 
gives it with that clearness and precilion 
which he fo peculiarly pofifeflcs. We dwelt 
for a long time ycRerday on the Phaltena 
rojptsy and on the work which kyonnet 
has written upon that animal, with which 
I now for the firft time became acquainted. 
The hiftbry of the origin and pfogrefs of 
this work is very extraordinary. Lyonner, 
who unites to the mofl ardent paffion for 

ii 4 natural 
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natural hiftory, uncommon perfovcrancc, 
cxccffive tljirft for lame, .md profound ob- 
fcrvation, determined to flrikc into a path 
which tliould be perfe&ly new, and to pro- 
duce a work fingle in its kind. lie fnft 
thought of writing on the - iphis > then on 
the Polypus , 'but through an extraordinary 
capiice of chance, he found that in the 
former Bonnet would be his rival, in 
the latter Ttembley, The queftion then 
was, to find another fubjcdl wherein fo 
many difficulties fhould he combined, 
as effectually to preclude him from any 
danger of competition, and this point he 
attained by engaging in the diffc&ion of 
the Pbalana cojfus. But on applying to 
different perfons to undertake the defigus 
for the plates, his expectations feemed fo 
out of all bound!, that jt was impoffible to 
anfwer them, and every otic ffirnnk back 
affrighted from the talk. He therefore iui- 
lmdiately applied himfelf to learn drawing, 
in which ait he made in a fhort time fuch 
a rapid progress, that he was able to exe- 
cute defigi'3 fo incredibly difficult, with a 
ddicaty Atid tfXiuStncfs aftoniffiing to every 

one, 
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one, both connoilfeurs and pra£Httonei 
Hut now he was prccifcly in the fame pre- 
dicament with the engravers as before 
with the druughlfmen ; no one had fufli- 
cicnt confidence in his own abilities to 
hope that he could fatisfy him, and he was 
compelled therefore to learn this art aifo, 
in which he foon arrived at fuch perfection, 
that the engravings to his work are of very 
diftinguilhed excellence. “ Lyonnet’s por- 
trait is much more deferving of the in- 
fcriptlon, “ Man can do whatever he is 
" rifolveJ otiy' than the figure of that long- 
forgotten lCroftmann * in Lavater’s Phy- 
iiognothy. 

The following trait of Lyonnet, as it is 
quite appropriate, may ferve farther to il- 
luftrate the charaCicr of fo extraordinary 
a man. A ropc-danccr of the Hague, 
whole exquifite dexterity was the aftonilh- 

* Krtjflmiinn, from having been a term mticH in ufe 
in Germany as an epithet of diftw£hon, is nbw become 
a men* cant phrufe, and chiefly applied to au author who 
affects any peculiarity of exprefflon, particularly the ufe 
of very high founding words; or who makes a gieat 
boaft of h*$ fuperior attainments, ^id hiving, as bethinks, 
thrown off all prejudices. T. 


ment 
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mcnt of the public, excited Lyon net’s 
emulation to fuch a degree, that he ex- 
claimed, “ This man has no more mufclcs 
“ than myfelf, nor is formed alter any 
“ other manner; I muft therefore be able 
u to do whatever he can !” Immediately he 
liad a rope ftretclicd in his court-yard, and 
applied himfelf with fuch unweaiicd alii- 
duity to rope-dancing, that he at laft left 
his aftoniflied matter very far behind. * 
Befides Haller and Bonnet there are pro- 
bably few perfons, even among the literati 
and naturalifts, who have read Lyonnct’s 
work quite through. The latter, indeed, has 
made fo excellent an epitome of it, as to ren- 
der the reading the workitfclf (which even to 
an ardent naturalift is a fort of Herculean la- 
hout) quite fuperfluous. Among the papers 
left by Lyonnet was found a manufeript 
on the Butterfly of the PbaJ&m to/far, to- 
gether with the drawings belonging to if, 
hut we can hardly dare to hope for its pub- 
lication *. 

i * hyomiri alfo Jicw an,! engraved the plates for Trom- 
bley's work on the Polypus. A* 
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A letter came hither to-day from Liflbon, 
the author of which fignifies hi.* intention 
of tranllating Bonnet’s “ Analytical Effay” 
into Portuguefe. How truly he enters 
into the fpirit and lentiments of his author 
is manifeft, among other things, from his 
taking him for a dii'ciple of Spinoza. Even 
this moft nonfenfic.il letter Bonnet intends 
to anfwcr ; fiat, like Leibnitz, he never omits 
anfwering any that he receives. 

I have read with very great intcrcft Bon- 
net's {ketches of the charaOers of thofe 
literati with whom he correfponds. They 
are fubjoined to each feparate correfpond- 
ence, which he always carefully preferves, 
and which already amount to feveral vo- 
lumes ; but thd'e will never, with his con- 
fent, be made public, except the cOrrcfpond- 
ence with Haller, doubtlefs the moft im- 
portant and inftru dive of the collection. The 
manufeript of this, has indeed been for fome 
time prepared for the prefo, but the printing 
has been prevented by many unfordeen cir- 
cumftances. The great Haller, for the fpace 
of twenty-five years, communicated to him 
almoft all his obfervations and difeoveries, 
whatever he corrected or refuted, aud what- 


ever 
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ever his own labours had given rife to in 
others ; particularly his difcovcries on gene- 
ration his obfervations on the fait* works at 
Bcxf his experiments for drying up the 
marihes in the Gouvci ncment of Aiglo, 
and a colledlion of anatomical, philoio- 
phical, hiftorical, and inoial difquilitions. 

Bonnet’s correfpondence with the Swe- 
difh natnralift Geer, began in the year 1 7 j »'», 
and that with Du Hamel in 1 756. lie veiy 
earneftly recommended the latter’s phyiio- 
logy of trees to all his feholars, as an ex- 
cellent work for the devclopemeut and cx- 
crcife of their judgment and faculties. 
Spallanzani’s letters contain the refult of 
many important expei iments which he had 
undertaken, principally at the infligation of 
Bonnet, as appears from his anfwers. Mc- 
j ian’s letters unite learning, tafte, ingenuity, 
and elegance of didiiftru r 

SuUer, who became perfonally acquainted 
with Bonnet* in his journey to Nice, wrote 
him thence a lerics of letters full of obferva- 
tions pn politics, natural hiftory, and philo - 
fophy* which all bear the genuine ftamp of 
truth and philanthropy. 


No 



LETTER VII. 


tog 

* 

No foreigners of note have been here for 
fome days, excepting fome young travellers, 
who, .appeared as if they would very much 
have preferred being at the Coffee- houfe, to 
viliting the Sage of Genthod, but who had 
fubmitted to the defpotifm of falhion, one 
of whofe ordinances to all travellers is, to 
fee the face of every celebrated perfonage 
whofe habitation does -not lie too far out 
of their road. I cannot refill giving you 
the Iketch of a dialogue between Bonnet 
arul pnd pf thefe gentlemen, but which 
muft be premifed with , a fhprt introduc- 
tion. ' - ,i f j 

Three, days ago I was at Geneva, and 
dined at a table d'hkc. A young Englifli- 
toan fat by me, whom l foon recognized as 
one of the ftorks in Leffing’s well-known 
fable, who in their excursions, feldom con- 
cerned thj|tnfelyes with any . thing ex- 
cept to afeertain the topography o|#og>- 
ditches. He c. alked me where Bonnet 
lived j this Introduced a convention be- 
tween us, wlfeh at length led to ary In- 
quiring if he had ever read” any of Bonnet’s 

i-.o'i V' ^ ■ works? 
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works ? he anfwercd, “ No } I know no 
** thing at all about him ; but he is here 
“ in my liftj” and immediately taking 
out his pocket-book, he produced a paper, 
whence he read the following inventory of 
things worthy of obfervation at Geneva : 

I. 

The portico of Sc. Peter’s church. 

rr. 

The jun£tion of the /Vrvc with the 
Rhone. 

III. 

SauiTure’s cabinet of natural curiofitics- 


IV. 

Monfieur Bonnet. 


•V. 

* Monfwut Bourrir. 

w As you have never read any of his 
“ works then*” laid I, “ might it not be 
4t as w«H to go to the bookfcller’s, and get 

Li i.: M 



LETTER VII. 


1 T I 


" him to fhcw you fome : his Contemplation 
** de la Nature for inftance : read foxne 

chapters, and you would then not only 
“ be lefs embarrafled in cafe he ihould 
“ aik whether you are at all acquainted 
“ with his writings, but you would, I am 
“ fure, have very great pleafure in the pe- 
“ rufal.” 

i 

He thanked me for my advice, which he 
faid he Ihould certainly follow, and then 
left me, after having carefully entered the 
name of Bonnet’s place of abode in his 
pocket-book. 

Yefterday, after dinner, as we were 
playing at chefs, a foreigner was intro- 
duced, whom I immediately recolje&od to 
be the very pciiju I had feen the day be- 
fore. Bonnet icccived him with that cor- 
diality and coat Uniting kindnefs with which 
you are fo well acquainted, and begged him 
to fit down on the fpfa. After th^, ,con- 
verfation had run through the cuftomary 
forms of u whence come you” and “ whither 
M are you going” &c. &e. Bonnet adtJrefled 
him: 


« You 
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** You have probably occupied yourfelf, 
Sir, with fpecubtjve philofophy ?'* 

“ No, not at all,*— but I law aU your 
w works yeftcrday.” 

Saw them ! M — He flopped ffiort, but 
fuppofmg that the young nun, who lpokp 
French very ill, had made ufc of lbmc 
wrong expreffion, immediaidy proceeded, 
“ It would make me very happy if my 
“ writings afforded you any entertainment. 
« —Might any thing in particular ftrike 
** you r 

“ Yes, yes, indeed, the Glaciers in par- 
w ttcular, for they are all excellent natareit 
— I give you his own expreffion. 

There was no occafion for an Oedipus 
here to divine that, according to my ad- 
vice, he had been at a bookfcller’s, where 
confiding Bonntt with Hmrrit as they flood 
together on his liff, he-ffiad tetytiired for 
the works of the latter, and had feen his 
Travel in <he Alps, the engravings in 
which had, probably attrafted his attention* 
and wdrf the only part of which he had 
any idea. ' Bonnet imniediatdty perceived 
' . 14 his 
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Lis miftake, and it was really quite affect- 
ing to fee how, inftead of taking advantage 
of it and leading him on to {tumble far- 
ther and farther,- fb as to produce a piquatd 
fcene, {as ah hundred’ others would have 
done in his place,) he inftantly with inex- 
prefiSble forbearance and benevolence, gave 
the eonverfation another turn, and afked 
him many queftions about his own coun- 
try, his family* and even about his dogs 
and horfes. , ■ 

Such traits as thefe, which at the firft 
, glance may appear infignificant, are how- 
• ever thofe by means of which Plutarch, in 
his Biography* gives fuch impreffive pio 
tuaes, and which fo completely delude the 
imagination, that Timoleon, Dions aR d 
Philopoemen do not appear as fpirits called 
forth from the ho'ary agesof antiquity, but as 
intimate^liftnds, With whom We have lived 
in focial ihtercourfe fcff many years,- la the 
fame town at leaft, if not uhder^the &me 
rod£ And after all, thisdsmd of forbearance 
•is one of the moft amiable featu^s^n.^he 
human chafader, and perhaps otie of the 
moft difficult t’o pra&iie, According 

t what 
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what is related in the Memorabilia of 
Socrates, even that fage had not 'fufficient 
command of himfelf, in fimilar circum- 
ftances with Bonnet, to ad in a fimilar 
manner; and with what bitter mockery 
did not Voltaire Treat a weak and ignorant 
traveller on whom fome witling had im- 
pofed a belief that every thing which had 
ever been written or printed was from the 
‘ pen of that philofopher. Under this im- 
preffion, the poof wretch when he was in- 
troduced to Voltaire, retaining little recol- 
le&ion of any thing he had read, except 
Rollin’s Ancient Hiftory, addreffed him, 
** I have read ybitr Ancient Hillory by 
** Rollin, with equal improvement and 
“ pleafure.” ' 

You know Bonnet’s warm patriotifm, 
and how the alternate deprefiiou and eleva- 
tion of the Republic* of Gcneva^-which has 
been ihaken ^hine times fince its . founda- 
tion, through inteftine : commotions, now 
finks Him into, the deepeffc affiidion, and 
■ nbw penetrates him with The rooft lively 
;joy ; you will therefore eafily. guels how 
xnheh l muft have been affeded with hear- 
ing 
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Ing and obferving him, when lately on 4 
defcrying again his native town, which, he 
had not i'ceu for many years, and whither 
he was called by important bufnjeis, he 
ex^aimed in the words of the dying Paolo 
Sarpi, “ EJio perpdua /” « .. 

Bonnet likes much to hear me talk about 
Germany, but moll of Frederick the Great, 
whom, he venerates extremely, and of 
whofe domeftic life-he knows a great deal 
from his friend Meriart. , He is accuf- 
tomed to compare him either with Caifar 
or Epaminondas, the former of whom he 
principally refembleS; from never lofiqg a 
fingle moment of tim^ji and the latter in 
that he has raifed a once feeble Rate to 
grandeur and power, through the mere force 
of his own genius. ,..i 

I have become, acquainted here with a 
young |aj|^cian who* poflefles uncommon 
powers on the violin, andwhpm coqnqifleurs 
confider as Lollies J^eft Jcho||ir. , ..fiis name 
is fienlel, and lie. ha? an engagement with 
the Emprefs of Huflia. ; 

In the evenings With Madame Bonnet 
we have accompanied Volney injhis Tra- 

I 1 vels 
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Vels through Syria and Egypt, with (till 
increafing intereft, and left him with re- 
gret, at the end of his courfe, fome days 
ago. We do not feem here, as in Savary’s 
Letters, to read a flowery fairy-tale out 
of the Thoujand and one Nights , but the 
manly narrative of a fenfible refle&ing 
mind, furttifhed previoufly with all the 
knowledge requifite for travelling, and 
who holds truth and accuracy of defcrip- 
tion as facred duties. 

We have now begun the correfpondence 
between the King Of Pruflia artd Voltaire. 
We had read Very few letters before we 
undnimotifly ekctauned, ** How far is 
* Voltaire below Frederick !*’ and this opi- 
nion's the more confirmed the farther we 
proceed. What abjed flattery, what con- 
temptible aims at Wit, what (hallow rea- 
foning la the letters of the fpr|0^! and on 
the contrary* What elevated felt- confidence, 
what dignity ofekpreffion, what flaflies of 
genius in thofe of the latter! 

I fliaH be at $fbn in a weak at 
the lateft. I hope you will be returned 
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home by that time. Think of me at 
the foot of Siichet, and in the grotto of 
Moncherands. Vale et bene rein gere *. 

* Bonnet died on the zoth of May * 793, at Geneva, 
at -the age of 73. His whole literary inheritance has 
defcendcd to a young relation, who neither knows its ufe 
nor value. A. 
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Hex, July 7th, *788* 

t found here, very unexpectedly, your 
fellow-traveller through Italy, Monfieur 
S G and his family, who in- 

vited me in the moft friendly' manner to 
accompany him to-morrow in afeending 
the Anzindas, one of the higheft of the 
Alps in this canton. Under the excufc 
of fatigue, I have retired early to my 
chamber, to give you an account of my 
journey through the vale of Chamouny. 
I am aware, however, that to you, who are 
already fo imimalely acquainted with the 
Alps, a flight fketch will fufftcc, and more 
1 could tjbtat prelent promife. , Indeed you 
mull ere long, yourfelf , trea<$rjfhis holy 
ground-, in the outward icdurts of which 
you ; h^ye for fame time wandered, where 
nature has in a contracted circle ^inclofed 
an endlefs variety of Wonders, any finglc 
ortg. ■'■■<?£ 'which Would fufficicntly repay a 

painful 
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painful toiling through walles and lands to 
arrive at it. 

I left Genthod on the third of July, and 
flayed that night at Geneva, where I found 

a companion in Mr. F from London. 

We hired a carriage to Sallenches and fet 
out on our journey the following morn- 
ing. After we had palled through Chefnc the 
boundary of the Republic of Geneva, the 
view became at every flep. more extenfive, 
various, and grand. The forms of the 
hills changed every moment as by the 
Itroke of an enchanter’s rod, fo that at 
firft fight of the Mole and the Saleve I did 
not recognize either. The Egyptian py- 
ramid, the fpjendid appearance of, which, 
when illumined -by the -evening fun, had 
fo often charmed us as we contemplated it 
from the terrace at Genthod, now became 
a wide-tended ridge of hills, broken by 
i nter venin|^ f y&11ey $ j and the vaft wall of 
rock which rifes behind Geneva and feems 
to form an infurmountable barrier, was 
now dminijhed to the Qolofiat monument 
of a Northern hero. From the village of 
Contamine the road tuns along the high, 

14 bank 
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bank of the Arve, on fteep piles of rocks, 
through a landfcape, where , the pleafing 
and fubiime are fo magically intermingled, 
that every turn of the road feems to pre- 
fent fome new creation. Above Bonneville, 
the principal t wn in Faucigny, where we 
flopped, the high chalky hill Brecon, at 
the foot of which runs the Aivc, rifcs 
perpendicularly like the Saleve,, About an 
hour from Cl ufe, rhe road paffes the grotto 
of Balme, the entrance to which is dif- 
cemible on the f declivity of a fteep rock*. 
Sauflure was the hril naturalift who explored 
this wonderful qavern, which is fuppofed 
by the peafents of the country to be the 
work of fairies f . Here according to an- 

* The entrance to tb'd'^averri Is feven hundred feet 
above the level of the Arve, and forms a tolerably regular 
natural arch, ten feet high, and twenty wide. Within,, 
are natural balls with very hjgh arches, wbidv/ben} as if 
built after the Gothic tide, and with the Jneft Stala&ites . 
Sauflure reckons that from the entranee Ut "Where the roof 
doles fo nearly nfltitfhe groajpd, that'ij can be explored 
no further, isfixhuodred and forty paces. A," . , ; 

f T)je Cornua jfmmor.is and Turbiuhti, vvhich are found 
{n abundance about Clufc, are confidered by the inhabit- 
ant* as. works of art, in making which; the fairies em., 
ploy themftives in their leifure hours. A. .. 

> , . , eient 
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cieht tradition, is depofited a treafurc of 
immenfe value, guarded by an ever-waking 
black monfter, , whom nothing could lull 
afleep but a (pell of .relics and facred 
torches. It appears to me as difficult and 
hazardous a talk to climb up to this ca- 
vern as Toumefort defcribes it to be to 
that at Antiparos; and as we had not 
fet out early enough from Geneva, and 
were neceffitated to proceed on to Sal- 
lenches, we the more readily gave up the 
adventure. 

Not. far from the village of Maglan, we 
Were Suddenly (truck with beholding the 
beautiful cataraft of Arpenaz *, which we 
believed to be ftill at fome diftance. It 
furprifed me more on atcount of its -extra- 
ordinary height, than its fulnefs; it is not 
a thundering column of water whofe 
mighty fi|rce excavate rocks, but a tranO 
parent fdvery/ftream» which flitters in play- 
ful curves over the grey (tone wail, and 
breaks below into" a thoufand (lender 

1 1 4 x ' 1 '' * , 

♦According to ihemeafuwment of Piktet and Trom- 
bley, the water- fall at Arpenaz is eight hundred feet 
high. A, 

* 
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threads. I Hayed fo long fancying this 
lovely feene, that at length my foul was 
trampnlb/cd into that delknous Hate* where 
the future and the p&H were loll as in a 
jmift, and I was alive only to the charms 
of the prefent, and to contemplating the 
wonders by which l was cncompnfl'cd. 

We entered Sallenchcs about fumfet, 
when Montblanc, which through the whole 
journey had been concealed by other hills, 
burft at once on our view, in all the glory 
of its evening fplendor: and as the at- 
mofphere was clear and cloudlcfs, we en- 
joyed this moft fublimc profpefl. in its 
higheft beauty. What we fee of Mont- 
blanc at Nion, as T conje&ure, can fcarcely 
be the half of that tftiormous mafs, whole 
crown, as beheld from Sallenchcs, appears 
to glitter In the Harry region, and not to 
belong to this petty* ball of earth. Here 
my thoughts could not fail of recurring to* 
that man* who with unexampled fortitude, 

■ , ■ ’ attended 

* 

* Dr. Palrkard, the perfon here alluded to, is the firft 
who h ktv n-n to have reached the top of Montblam ; 
ti<* howevet merely ic-ched it, and came down again, 

without 
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attended only by two companions, full 
gained this highdl fiunmit of the ancient 
world, the rarefied atmofpbcrc of which, 
as far as our annals reach, no mortal lud 
breathed before him. It is glorious in the 
moral as well as in the phyfical woild, 
to have been the firft to ft mol on any fpot 
which WmS only to h; attained through 
toils and dangv rs ; and even fliould no 
iiiiMi fuitc advantage thence arife to 1'ociety, 
(as appears to have been the cafe in the 
iuftance in t[Ucftion,) ftill fuch an example 
of fortitude, perfevcrance, and felf-confi- 
dcncc animates every foul fufeeptiblc of 
feeling with an eleflric force, and eflentially 
contributes towards bringing ftill gj eater 
a&iom to bear, by ftrengtheiiing our con- 
viction in the powers of man, when vigour 


w ithout (laying to make any obfervations. Saufliu r, w\\ •* 
followed him, flayed on its fummit more than four hour, 
but. Iiom the txceffive rarefaflion of the atmolphiie, 
was unable to make all the experiini nts he wifhed. A 
Vwty intending and entertaining account of this extia- 
ir unary uiidcnak.ng is to be found in his TtavUt in th. 

T. 

and 
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and refolution are blended together in the 
requifite proportions. 

We have vifited Monfieur Bacler d’Albe, 
a French land feape-paini er, who has fixed his 
refidence here,’ and from time to time tra- 
verfes the furrounding country to take the 
moll remarkable Alpine views. He comes 
near to the eafy and pleafing manner of 
Brandoiu at Vevay, and we faw feveral 
pieces by him, among others the entrance 
to the grotto at Balme, which promife no 
common artift when his talents fhall be 
more matured. I bought here the por- 
trait of Doftor Pakkard, which bears the 
following appropriate infeription from 
Claudian : 

* 

Scandit rnaccejfos bruntah Jidere monies ^ 

We hired mules For ourfelves and our 
guide, and proceedcS on our excurfion at 
day-break on the fifth of July, after fpend- 
ing a fleeplefs night, partly on 'account 
of the wretchcdnefs of the beds, partly 
through the incredible number of mice 
which haunted the room* 


In 
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In the wild and horribly fublime country 
through which we now travelled for a long 
time, we were confoled by the fight of a 
fmall clear glafly lake, overshadowed by 
the moft beautiful trees, one fide of which 
was bordered by a rock grown over with 
mofs ffnd ivy, and the other by a verdant 
meadow, enamelled with thoufands of 
flowers. The whole formed So lovely, a 
landfcape, that it feemed as if, like the 
Santa Cafa, it could only h^aye been taken 
up from Ely fium, and, brought through, the 
air by fpirits, to be deppfitcd in this wil- 
dernefs. The effeCt produced on the mind 
by fo charming a painting in a fpot where 
all the furrounding fcencry bears the cha- 
racter of the terribl fubli'm e, and the 
immenfis, is not to be defcnbed. We were 
rattraCfced, as if by an invifible powers to the 
tranfpaftsfi^:floo4, and refted for fome time 
under the ihade of the trees, which were 
literally painted; in its cr.yftal mirror, fince 
not even the gehrleft tephyr difturbed the 
furface of the-water. The effect of this 
calm feette was the more deeply felt, by the 

contraft 
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contrail wc foon after experienced in l&* 
holding the fierce Arve rolling with fuch 
horrible fury over monilrous blocks of gra- 
nite, that our very fouls ihuddered at the 
fight. 

The objedt which principally .engaged 
our attention on the road from h$nce to 
the village of Servoz, was ; .a high rock, 
which has the appearance of a vertical 
table of ftate* It is the remains of a hill 
vvliich fell : dp.wn, abput forty years ago, 
wtyen the duft, oceaftpned by the pieces of 
rock perpetually;-: finding againft each 
Lothe^ in falling, afeended in fuch clouds as 
to darken the. air around. This feene of 

terror continued Tor fome days j the inha- 
bitants of the neighl^ring country fled, and 
as dome afferted that' they l\ad feen flames 
among . the black fmh, (for fuch they be- 
lieved the tiuft to t>b,) thej^of.a 
• volcano’s having burft' out ioon fipread 
abroad, and made its- way even to Turin: 
®or were the fugitives freed from this ter- 
. lible apprehenfion, till convinced of the 
feal truth by the. nauirafift Donati, whom 
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ft e King feut to examine the phe- 
nomenon on the very fpot *. A black 
torrent precipitates itfelf with a hollow 
noife through thefe ruins. . 

Not far from the caftle of Servoz, where 
we dined) our guide, pointed out to us 
the f&nains of the caftle of Saint. Mi- 
chael,- iof- which he related, with very fo- 
lemn feriotifnefs, fome wonderful * ftories, 
not unworthy of the work of a Ha- 

* A very interefting letter of Donati’s, containing his 
obfervations op the .fallen mountain,, is published in the 
fecond part of Sauffure’s Travels in the Alps, Wherein 
among other things he fays, “ After journeying fout days 
“ and two nights, 'i came in fight of a hill, which fecmed, 
“totally enveloped in fmoke, and from which pieces of 
“ reek continually broke oif .ymh att aftonilhing cralh, 
“ even louder than the report'll funder, or anokplofion 
“ from a battery of heavy artillery. Ail the neighbouring 
^-‘.fields were covered with a duft which appeared a perfect 
afh, buty^bich was in realty marble pulverized. I ap- 
“ preached radluppofed cloud of (moke, and faw a mdn- 
* ftrous rock precipitated into theabyfs, which certified 
“ We beyond 1 doubt that the fmoke was nothing more 
“ than the duft occafioned by .this tremendous fall. Six 
“ hofifesy fix men and a great 1 maby‘'Cattle were buried 

“ under thefe nansi” aV* >,s •• .>* *■ ■« 

. ,V t . ; *. miltou 
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milton or a Mufaus *. He took it vS? 
much amifs that F— — • feemed to doubt 
their truth* and broke off the thread of bis 
narration haftily; for a long time we en- 
treated him in vain to proceed, he Conti- 
nued fallen and blent, till a glafs Of wine re- 
ftored us to .a perfectly good underftanding. 

The entering the valley of Chamouny 
feemed ico me like entering a world of en- 
chantment jj the magnificent Glacier of 
Takonay, Which wefirft faw, will for ever 
be prefentto my imagination. As we ap- 
proached the Gdaicier of Buiffon, a peafant 
met us, who begged to coodud us up ; we 
accordingly left dttr mules at a cottage by 
the road-fide, and afcended between Latches, 
anddbfty the flowers of 

' '■ ■ ' 1 the 

, Mufiius is & famous Gh?rma» fatirift, wt}ip has*pub- 
lifhed among other things PhyfagnnnSt^iMra^tls, in- 
tended as; a ridicule of' Lavaeer, in. which fie , has col- 
lected together w«ry i-poflihie circumftance that could 
place Ins fyfterri.of phyfiognorjly in a ludicrous light. 
■Re is' weH 'kneWn m this country by his Popular 

rm-yT. '£ : 

< ; v .f The Tonne is a fart ojf..fir peculiar to the Alps. 
It will only thrive in very rocky parts, where ac- 
cording 
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tfte beautiful Rhododendron, on the edges 
of the eternal ice, and thence proceeded on- 
watds upon the Glacier itfelf, which Hopes 
down from Montblanc, and which is bor- 
dered with greenilh pyramids, perfectly 
tranfparent. We jumped, not without fome 
hazard, over , a cleft of indifcernible depth, 
and then crofled to the oppofite ihore of the 
Glacier, where a more commodious path 
than that by which we had afcended, car- 
ried us down the hill. It was already 
pretty late when we arrived at Prieure, the 
principal place in the valley. 

The journey to Mpntanvert was fixed 
for the following morning ; but how great 
was our mortification on awakening, inflead 
of feeing the tgll granite column .which 
rifes behind the Glaciers, to find only dark 
clouds fpread thick all over the valley. 
The heavy, rain which immediately began 
to fall, Jbo»; convinced us that all hopes of 
attaining our objeft mull be at an end for 


cording to appearance, there is fcarcely foil fufHcient for 
its nourifhriient, yet on thefe {pots it grows to a greater 
height than any other tree in the country. T. 

V ' K 


that 
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that day, confequently finally ; for my com- 
panion, on account of urgent bufinefs, was 
unable to extend his abfence from Geneva 
beyond a few days longer. 

But notwithftanding the rain, we went 
to the fource .of the Arveiroq. A grotto, 
as if regularly vaulted by the hand of the 
architect, is formed of tranfparehf emerald 
green ice, the entrance of which appeared 
to me at leaft fifty feet high, and thence 
the Arveiron rulhes with incredible force. 

We. alfo vifited Doit or Pakkard, who 
gave us a very plain and qiodefl account of 
his afce'nfion of Montblanc, for which bold 
undertaking he does not appear to affutne 
to himfelf any particular merit, but afferts 
that any one liqroxjike *phyfical powers 
might have performed the talk equally 
well.. He is,. at prelent emM®ved inF-a 
work upon .the Glaciers, whi^filtU con- 
tain . dp reMt of .many •• yes^iffessimina- 
tkm into their, origin : from an intelligent, 
man, who lives- ay their very foot, and qan 
ohfervethem at every feafon, we may rea- 
sonably ba led to esspedt fomething fatisfac* 
tory relative to ib important and curious a 
' V fuhjed. 
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fubjed. I obtained from him a piece of 
'green fchoerl , which he brought from 
Moptblancas a remembrance. 

The inhabitants of Chamouny have 
many peculiarities both in their cuftoms and 
difpofitions. The men employ rhemfelves 
cxclufiyely in huhting the Chamois, in 
fearching" for chryftal, and as guides to 
ftrangers, leaving all domeftic cares, as well 
as the culture of the lands, to the women. 
Since this valley has become fo much the 
refort of travellers, the Inhabitants of Prieurc 
have endeavoured to affirme a polUh in their 
' converfation, which, united with their na- 
tural ruflicity, has a very ludicrous effed. 
They overwhelm ftrangers with civilities and 
fine fpeeches, ' and it ys bften a ftoni filing to 
hear from the mouths of fuch rough 
mountaineers very refined and feled modes 
of expreffipG. About half a century has now 
elapfed fipCe the famous Pocock $rft vir 
fifed the Vale of Chamouny ; the people 
w?re then -wild and rugged as their fur- 
rounding hills, but fimplicity of manners 
and unadulterated honefty dwelt iu their 
Obfcure huts, Alas ! that among fo harm- 
k 2 lefa 
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kfs a people gold and vice fhould have 
found th>'ir way 1 

The rain ceafmg toward® noon, we 
mounted our mules again, and bent our 
courfe towards the Tic- noire, a hill over 
which runs the road leading to the Valais. 
On quitting the Vale of Chamouny We 
afcended along a rugged road through a 
region where only naked rocks feemed to 
threaten heaven itfelf, and where broken 
blocks of granite lay pattered all around j 
no found was to be heard fave the hollow 
roar of diftant torrents, and the fcreaming 
of the eagle hovering about the fummits 
of the hoary rocks. 

In the midft of this wilderncfs, where 
we expected to meet with nothing lef$ 
than with a human being, we faw three 
female forms ftretchcd around a fire, in a 
niche vaulted over by the pf Nature. 

. They -wore caps and cloaks cl'lfheep^fkm,, 
which gave them ,a molt grotefque. appeal**',; 

ance, iicr could F forbear, at fight' 

'df 1 fii;ch a groupe, repeating feveral paf- 
■l^es frojni the witches’ fpeechea in ^Mac- 
heth. • "• ■' ■ ■ '■ 


But 
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But I rauft haften to a concluflon, and 
only carry you by a rapid flight through 
the dart foreft pf Tet e-mire to the little 
village of Trian, and thence over the Forcia 
to ; Martiafftch. Not far from this place 
we met a peafant of the Valais, with 
whom, according to my ufual cuftom, I 
entered, into converfation. He was very 
curious to know for what purpofe we could 
poflibly come into that country; and when 
I anfwered him that,, it was principally to 
fee the famous cataract in this neigh- 
bourhood, he exclaimed. aftonilh- 
ment, “ Arid fe> yph come all this 
“ way to fee a handfull of water fall 
“ down a rook! k-h, if it were the ocean 
“ now, I would tjo^^ hundred., mifes 
“ to fee that, could 1 but afford the 

;% ( • , ,v , 

y “ , gentleman,” faid I, point- 

' * , '''' r " L * 

Jng companion, “ has |i*av died 

. r | v , hither • firpm the , ocean, to fee your 
^handful of water which is celebrated 
.** throughout Europe.”, - This appeared to 
him fo, abfolutcly Incred^lilcj that he would 
-;y K j: . Icarcdv 
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fcareely be convinced we were not, ac- 
cording to a common practice among tra- 
vellers, endeavouring to banter a poor 
fimple peafant. 

We flayed all night at Martiifecb, which 
place we left very early this morning. 
The grand cataract imprefled me more 
ftrongly than even that of the Rhine, 
as its head lies at a much greater height, 
and the water confequently falls with 
encreafed force. Soon after quitting this 
magnificent object, we reached the hofpit- 
able Bex, whence I now write. 

I am fenfible that I have given you a 
very hafty and imperfect {ketch of this 
excurfion, but indeed my time is too 
much limited to admit of a more minute 
anti tcircumftantial detail j added to which 
it was hot in my power to t^e. note's 
daring . any part ole the , jo^lpfv fince 
we were almoft conftamly -#|9hfiotion, 
and in the fhort intervals of our Hog* 
ping for reft, I was too much fatigued 
to dedicate a moment to writing. The ln- 
gfnlous landfcape-painter Brandon*, and 

. - V^tadam? 
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Madame R from Saint Domingo, 

are to accompany Qs to-morrow to the 

Anzindas, whither the day after, the herds 

will be driven from the Lower Alps. 

Adieu. 
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* Roller May 17* 1789,. 

Jf you are hot too much occupied with 
bufinefs, my dear Bonftetten* come hi- 
ther to-morrow, to participate with me in 
the enjoyment of a' new acquaintance which 
I ma.de yefterday at the evening converfa- 
zione of Madame — — . On my entrance 
I perceived a fhort, but fomewhat robuft 
looking man, with a fine colour, and very 
animated eyes, ftanding at a window turn- 
ing over the leaves of a book. I inquired 
the name of this foreigner, of the perfen 
who fat next me, ; and was informed that 
hq^vas an Englifhraau of the name of 
Chandler. “ Perhaps,” faid I, “ the fame-. 
“ who traveled through Grej^^'and the. 
** Leffer Afxa ?” • ' .finding,, that 

no one could give me fatisfa^ioja on thia 
point, I applied to the very man himfel^; 
and found to my infinite fetisfa&ion, that, 
he apd the publilher of the Ionian Anti- , 
juitics were oneandthefame pexfon. He 
// appeared 
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appeared not at all difplcafed to find him- 
felf thus recognized as that learned and ce- 
lebrated traveller* fince in inch a country as 
the Pays de Vaud, where a Reverdil or a 
Levade* is a rare phenomenon, it was 
more than he had perhaps real'on to expe£t. 
A B — — d could acquire a name in thefe 
parts, beeaule he fcattered hisgold about 
profufcly, and he will long be remembered 
at all the tea and gaming tables j but the ce- 
lebrated Gibbon is rarely mentioned, and 
if he happen to be lb accidentally, all that 
feems known concerning him is, that he 
pronounces French better than moft of his 
countrymen, and is famous for making fine 
fpeeches to the ladies. 

I immediately entered into conversion 
with this enlightened man, and in a ftw 
minutes we were tranfported from Rolle to 
Athens, when, notwfthflanding the many 
que'fliotj® 4 miked, Chandler’s complaifance 
in anfwering them all in the mod: circum- 
llantiat manner, was unwearied. You 
know how often it has been my with to 

* T wo literati of that country . T. 

meet 
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meet with one who had actually trodden 
that facrcd ground. In order to give me 
a more clear and precilu idea of tlxe flota- 
tion and circumfeience of Athens., he car- 
ried me to the banks of the lake, and 
pointed cut the dh ancc* of fneh « ud 
iuch things by near anil remote hi.tl.'s, 
by trees, and riling p’onnf * A tree on a 
diftant eminence \v..s A ci epulis, .uni .. pro- 
montory running into the lake the fiireus. 
lie accurately defined alio the diilaucc at 
widen Hula mine would appear liom lienee, 
and dtlonbed the pro! pi cl from Ilymettus, 
which he pi mounecd to be one c.f the moll 
charming and varied In 'he world, will* the 
utmoil glow of anin. fio.i. H >vv ddilrcuf 
did 1 find this dclcription ‘.ivtn horn 
Nature, from Pauw’s ILf n h m the lame 
\iow, ia his Rc/larcbts ujun Grea<. t copied 
only fiom the relations of others. 

The temple of Cybele at Sardes was, in 
Chandler's opiuion, one of the firft chef- 
iVauvni in Architecture, and had as juft 
a claim to be called the ftaudard of tliat 
art as the 1 in.ous ftatue of Polycletes had 
to be itiled the flandard of fculpture : Chil- 

luiU 
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hall faw the portico of this temple, which 
was of the Ionic order, and had eight pil- 
lars in front, ftill complete;- but Chandler 
found only five of the pillars ftanding, the 
capitals of which he defcribes as of exqui- 
fite beauty. 

I afterwards accompanied him to his 
lodgings, to fee Villoifon’s edition of the 
Venetian Codex of the Iliad. He was fo 
obliging as to lend me this work for fonie 
days, and made me particularly mark a paf- 
fage in the Prolegomena, where Villoifon 
mentions the Tzaconians, whom he calls the 
•Helvetians of Greece. They are defend- 
ants of the ancient Spartans, and live be- 
tween Nauplia and Epidaurus, on wide and 
rugged hills, divided into three diftrj&s, 
and have hitherto remained unknown to 
all geographers and narrators of travels. 
They ahe benevolent^ hoiieft, laborious, 
hofpiti^fe'^TOur-ageous, rpbuft, and often 
live to tWagfe of an hundred without - dif- 
Ifc&fe or phyfictan. It is very remarkable, 
'IjSat'm' the midft of their hills they retain 
many antieht Boric words which are be- 
come oblblete among the reft or the modern 

. Greeks, 
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Greeks. For example, they lay xaxx for 
xctKTjy dftecci for vifttga, eopra s, jSgovrcc, opfA». 

This brought us at length to talk of 
Pope’s Homer ; and notwithdanding the 
partiality of mod 1* righfh literati for what- 
ever is the produce of their own loil. 
Chandler allowed that Tope had very 
greatly mifreprefonted his bard, and drip- 
ped him entirely of his Homciilm. He 
confidcrs Robert Wood’s Eflay on the 
Genius and Wriangs of Homer as far 
the bed work ever written on that poet, 
and he alfo fpcaks in the hightft terms of 
Wood’s moral character ; he has but little 
feniibility to beauty, but embraces the great 
and the guoJ with 1 utquailcd warmth. 
Wood is a member of the Dilettanti So- 
ciety, at whole expence the journey to 
Greece was undertaken ; and it was he who 
drew up the inilru&ions for Chandler and. 
his two u a veiling companions fl&vct and 
Pars i he alfo wrote a preface td the Ionian 
Antiqun^s. What prejudices me mom 
thau any thing in favour of Chandler, jfh 
his unuffunyignefs, and his open and na- 
tural manners. '* 

Among 
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Among all the interefting object*; which 
he has feen in his travels, there is none ex- 
cept the Parthenon which I fo much wiffi 
to fee as the ftupendous ruins of the temple 
of Apollo at Ura, near Miletus, the deferip- 
tion of which has perfectly tranfported me. 
Chandler faw them towards evening, when 
a herd of goats had fpread themfelvcs over 
the majeftic reliques, climbing among blocks 
of marble and maffy pillars, while the whole 
was illumined with the richcft tints of the 
fetting fun, and the ftill fea gliflened in the 
offing. 

1 have invited Chandler to Nion, becaufe 
I wifh that Reverdil alfo (hould become ac- 
quainted with him. 


1 
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St. Ccigue, Auguft 2tfl, 1789. 

T he rain at prefent imprifons me here. 

Yeftcrday I was more fortunate in 
cloudlcfs heavens and a clear hori/on. You 
are in the right : it is fcarcely poflible to 
conceive a more fubhmculca of nature than 
amid this circuitous chain of Alps, the 
higheft fummits of which appear only as 
fatclli’cs to their great king Montblanc, 
wlicfe l\e.al towers 10 majcftically in the 
xnidft of the vail amphitheatre, while at his 
foot Hands the mighty Leman Crcfcent, the 
whole of which, from Geneva to its junc- 
tion with the Hlu nc, with all the towers 
and creeks that fuwyund it, is vifiblc at one 
ghuce. The view Horn R %1 may be 
richer and more varied *, but there tlic eye 
roves u*. bounded over a labyrinth of lakes 
*nd ifol itcd hill«, unable to find a point on 
which to iui, while here every part com- 
bines to form a fublime and harmonious 
whole. 


I have 
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J have made a tolerable colle&ton of 
Alpine plants, fome of which are of fuch 
tranicendent beauty, that they deferve po- 
etical celebrity as much as the Gentiana 
Lute^ and the Antirrhinum Alpinum, in 
Halier’s Al$% How much would many a 
pi&urefque poem gain in local intereft 
and originality, by fuch dcfcriptions, but 
our poets are aim oft compelled to reftrain. 
therafelves in their effufions to rofes, pinks, 
jeffa mines, lilies, and violets, becaufe the 
moft beautiful Bowers ; often hear fuch harfh 
and barbarous names, that the intn^uftion 
of them into poetry would offend*- againft 
real tafte. What can be conceived fo abfurd, 
fo totally devoid of haripony and beauty 
as the generality of Gfcfma u appellations 
for flowersj and how would devifs<-bit,flep- 
mother, b^&flUme, cock's- foot, hunger -flower, 
f° un d in fuch a poem as 
Klei tt’a' luring. It' would therefore be a 

reaTacquHition to poetry, if an attempt 
were made to introduce fmoother and more 

* By tbc very bad effbd the above Englifh names 
would havelti Eftglifli poetry, in accurate judgment may 
be forme^^ tbe Effect of the Gytman names in German 
poetry. . T?;V 

7 dignified 
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dignified names into general circulation, 
fome of which might be taken from* 
Linnaeus, others from the French Flora 
of the Chevalier Lamarck, or the Eng- 
lifh tranflatioti, and for the reft we might 
have recourfe to our own intfention. Not 
till fuch a reform fhall be- accomplilhed 
can we hope to fee a did attic poem on 
botany worthy of the fubjed ; but un- 
doubtedly a very fine field would then be 
opened for a perfon of genius to bring for- 
wards into light and action all the powers 
bellowed upon him by Nature. No fubjed 
coukJ/^Si more forcible, various, new, and 
truly poetical, than the occonomy of plants 
after' the Linnrean fyftem. With wlyit ex- 
quifite effed might the poet alternately in- 
troduce the moll enchanting fketchcs from 
the claffical. mythology, particularly froth 
Ovid’s Meta mor pho t es, the views 

of Nature after the manner of and 

the moft' lovely feenes of paftoral life from the 
idylls of Theocri t u$ *. Howmuchthe foul is 

afieded 

* ■ Y , V 

. . •‘f ;:, H4a not Dr. Darwin’s Italy, bcautifalPoetn, the Bo- 
tanic harden, been' giveti to the world {ong|>fcfore^iefe 

V letters. 
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affedled with the fight of a favout ire flower, 
anti how lively arc the imprefliom made 
on the imagination by the knowledge of 
botany, can only be felt by thofie in whom 
that flucly j$ become a pailion. Thus it is 
that even Llnnseus, that tranquil, deep in- 
vefligator, in dcfciibing the .buhumeda 
Voltfolia , in his Viva Lappovi j , ufes into 
fuch lofty and poetical flights. 

I found here Halier’ i Poemr* and have 
read The Alps again with incrcafed plca- 
fure. You know that I am one of the 
warmefl admirers of that poem, and now 
feel with even increafed ardour, a wifli that 
forne perfon of diftingUiflied poetical ge- 
nius would undertake to write mote fully 
upon fo incxhauftible & lubje&j becaufe 
I am convinced that notwithftanding all 
tylii h has hitherto been done, far the 
gteatdl jfaft of the Alpine world flill re- 


Letteis, oo unfair con] .dure might aiifc that he was in- 
debted to them for the hint of it, fihtc he may juitly be 
f«ud to have realized all Matthiflbn's ideas, and prouiictd 
a work that foi elegance of imagination and 1 li.n u>> <■>} 
vet fifu ..tioncan hturdly be exceeded. T . 

h 


nuijr 



mains terra Incognita to poefy. Such a 
work might not indeed be an Iliad like 
Homer’s, but the man who fliould engage 
in fo bold a flight, ought to unite with 
Haller's pot tie genius and knowledge of 
nature, Klopilock’s force of oxpreflion, and 
Lefling’s critical accuracy. 
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Laufanne, Odtober irth, 1789* 

T he profpe£t of my approaching re- 
paration from you, my dear Bon- 
ftetten, never quits me for a moment. I 
ihall feel your lofs too, doubly In a foreign 
land, where perhaps my heart may be even 
lefs underftood than my language. By oc- 
cupation alone can I hope to foften the 
leverity pf this abfence, fince that, is the 
only infallible medium through which to 
regain compofure under fuch circumftances, 
I will furamon together all my powers in 
hopes of producing fomething which may 
emancipate my name from the obfcurity 
in whipbrit is now enveloped, and per- 
haps my .endeavours may not be wholly 
vain. Where is’ 'the ' man of any feel- 
ing whofe foul hp not been infpired, at 
leaft once in his life, vvifh an ardent wifh 

' , V‘V' L 2 ' ■. 1 tO 
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to live to pofterity, and. who 1 does not re- 
volt from the idea of being forgotton 

) 

by thofe he leaves behind, with the laft 
(hovel- full of earth thrown upon his coffin. 
The Roman left himfclf to be buried in the 
highway, with "this inscription his tomb- 
ftorie, u Lollius lies here” that every one 
who palled over might' fay, “ Lollius^ farc~ 
“ well /” 

I yefterday viirted Gibbon. Ks exterior 
is very diking, he is tall and athletic, 
but withal jfcm^vh^t; unwieldy in his mo- 
tions. His countenance is one of the mod 
extraordinary phyfiogaomical phenomena 
imaginable, on account of the irregular 
proportion^ of every part to the tv hole. 
His eyes ate lbj|ball j$at they form the 
moft infleaclj^y edntraft with his high and 
ftately-arched forehead Lftis ftat^npfe is ai- 
ihofl: loil bittjr.een cheeks, 

.and. Ibis ' terat ' chld^ftakcs a 
.face t 'dlwad^^r^|i|f4^ the ..Jongjeft UUl 
ijapre ' llva mg; ^ thefe 

at> 



LETTER XI. 


149 


at the fir ft glance the deep and acute rea- 
foner. Nothing can exceed the glowing 
animation of his eyes. 

Gibbon has thoroughly the addrefs and 
manners of a polithed man of the world ; 
he is coldly polite, fpeaks French with ele- 
gance, and has acquired (which is confi- 
dered as a real phenomenon in an tnglifh- 
man) almoft the pronunciation of the 
Parifian Literati'. He liftens tohimfelf with 
great complacency, and always, fpeaks 
{lowly be?aufe he firftconfiders with care 
every fenfence that he Utters. He preferves 
the fame unaltered in all circum- 

ftances, whether pleafsnt or unpleafant, 
and hears with a like fteadinefs of feature, 
a tale of joy, or a . jjprv of the deepeft 
woe; nor, while I wai 'with- him, did his 
countenance once vary into a fmile, not- 
witlutahding that the convention led him 
to relate a very humorous occurrence, 
The fpoft exceffive punctuality and order 
reigns ttetooghout his boufe, his fervants 
inuft diijp^h: "fbifer' bufthefs to a minute, or 
jhey run hazard being difmifted. 

h 3 . Of 
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Of tills cxa&nofb lie fets them the ex- 
ample himfelf, for his day is divided 
like that of the Anglo-Saxon K'tq* 
frcd*; he goes, at the (Inking of the 
clock, to work, to tabic, or into company, 
lior continues at any of theft* employments 
one minute longer than the unalterably 
eftablifhed order of the day allows. A 
hair-drefiir was difearded becaufe he came 
a few minutes after the time appointed ; 
his fucccfibr in order to be perfectly fecure 
came a few minutes too foon, but he fhaicd 
the fame fate, and the third only who en- 
tered the houfe door as the clock (Iruck was 
i claim d, 

Gibbon is at prefent employed in making 
a catalogue of his library, in which are 

* Alfred, King of the Anglo Saxon-, divided his day 
into three equal parts, of which the Bill wasdtde tted to 
fltvp our! mcul«, the feroud »to the bufmefi of (Jo ern- 
,), "t, And (>>e third to religion and litc Mtunm In that 
ajp it ig.Uu.nce and baibitifm, {oe died in the ypa. 
<5 1 1,) as i'd rn ihoJ of artificial rauifu.ihncnt of time waj> 
knotv.i, he nude ufc of Uperi of an ec|i<a| length and 
thick** is, wh*vh he kept burning in a lantern, in older 
to diltiuguifh accurate! v the diyifioos of die day. A. 

many 
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many choice and expenfive works, par- 
ticularly excellent editions of the Claffics ; 
and in general it is confidered as one of 
the belt private libraries ever collected. 
The firft work that he publi/hed was 
written in French white he was very 
young, and he told me it was become fo 
fcarcc, that a copy was lately fold at an 
auction for two guineas, although it was 
only a /mall pamphlet. It was among the 
ruins of the Capitol that he firft planned 
writing “ The Hiftory of the Decline and 
“ Fall of the Riman Empire j” and he has 
with manly perfeverance run the mod 
laborious career ever purfued by any hif- 
toiian. 

Our converfation fooft turned from the 
ancient Englilh literature, wherein I15 /hew- 
ed very great knowledge, to the German. 
C ibbon, one of the greatoft fcholars of our 
age, whom nothing worthy of attention 
which has been produced in England, 
Erauce, Italy, or Spain, almoft in every 
branch of human learning, has efcaped, 
yet betrays an extremely confined know- 

l 4 ledge 
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ledge of the hiftory of our language auU 
literatim 1 , not had even heard of the Ger- 
man imitations of ancient metres. He 
mentioned Algarotti’s f reatife on Rhyme *■, 
in which the author, entirely palling over 
the Germans, only enumerates the unfuc- 
ceLful attempts at hexameters made by the 
Engiilb, French, and Italians. I was in- 
duced by this to enter on a fliort fketch 
of the hiilory of our language: 1 recounted 
the rapid improvement made in it with- 
in a few yeais, and concluded with raen- 
tkning a German Odylley, in which 
the tratuhtor lias not only prcl'ervcd the 
incite, and -number of veries in the ori- 
ginal, but in many of’ the hexameters re- 
tained the very feet. My memory was 
faithiu^ enough to enable me to repeal 
both the U retie, and German, of the 
ttVo celebrated verfa bn ftilyphus rolling 

* In Alg. .oui'b trwtifo, with whxh no lover of poctrv 
p\ Htto ut un.xt]aaitucd, a burlekiue hexameter of Queen 
tlliswbetlfa tv preferved, which, if 1 mif^tke not, fhc 
ptac’.as to have been aw extempore pro4n4Uon defigned 
as a ridicule upon the abfurd attempts tnadcjpy feme 
u the penis ut her time at this fort of vurfej. A. 

* 2 his 
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his ftone, from the eleventh book of the 

Otlyffey. 

A «&v (SxiafyvTx yr£\hgiDj dt»p 
Einen fthweien Marmoi, mit g roller Gewalt 
forihrbtiitl 

At fat *ir${ fa 7ribov% HvhwStlo «WtJn$ 

Hurtig mit Oonnergeppltrr entrollte oer tutkifeha 
M*rmor *. 

NotwithfUnding his ignorance of the 
German language, he could not but be 
convinced, merely from his eat, of the 


• The whole paflage, of which thefc two lines form a 
part, is thus EngUflted by Cowper in his tranflatton of 
theOdyfley. 

“ There too, the hard-tafkssd Sifyphus I faw 
“ Thrufting before him ftreuuous, a vaft rock 
“ With hands and feet ftruggling he (hoved the ftone 
“ Up toh hill-top, hut the ftcep well nigh, 

** Vanquifh’d by lome repuifive force, the mate 
“ Rufh’d again obftinate down to the plain. 


And thus more elegantly and harrnonioufly by Pope, 
if, perhaps, not fo accu: uely. ' 

4 ‘ I turned my eyi, and as 1 turn'd furvey’d 
“ A mournful vifton, the Slfyphian (bade; 

“ With many a weary ftep, and many a groan 
** Up a lugs hill he heaves a huge round Rone ; 
f* The huge round ftone reftilting with a bound 
Thunders impetuous down, and fmoaks along 
* the ground.” T. 
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mafKrly conftrruioo of both thcfo hcr-a- 
nor can I dele tine his aftonUhnicnt, 
as ha made me lerva: them many tiates 
<j v'»,s • lie imme ’lately conceived fo high 
an opinion of the improvement of our lan- 
guage, and of tlic gigantic piogicll of our 
literature, (as he exprefled huuiclf,) that he 
declared his refolution to learn German as 
foon as he fltould be fufliciently at lcifure*. 

I hope you will fuze the hr 11 opportunity 

of becoming perfonally acquainted with this 

man, whofe houfc is the iciort 

of the to.,{l fcle£l fodety, and of all inttl- 

lip/ nt for signers that comp into thcle pans. 

I cmoracc ■von with my whole foul. 

♦ ' ♦ ■* 

1 It i* {'-lot'thJe that he never this clef! gn h*ta 

at mental of it i$ rttaUt m 1\ 
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Lyons, Novcmbc*toth, 1789. 
qHENSTONE i s i n the right: Heu quanto 
^ minus efi cum rcliquis v erf art, qttam tnl 
mctnitiijfe* , I have found the moil friendly 
reception poflible here, and I live in one 
of the moil amiable of families, yet ftill 
you are wanting to me, my dear Bonftet- 
tcn! In every other refpett I have great 
reafon to be fatisfied with my fituation, 
for I am treated by all around me entirely 
as if I were an old acquaintance : and as 
they unite a high degree of cultivation of 
mind, with the pureft Bioral rectitude, I 


* Theft- words are quoted from an ioicription on an 
urn at the Lea fowes, dedicated, to the memory of a young 
relation of Shenftonc’s* 

D. M. 

Ah MARIA I 

P util ui vm ehgant’Jfvna 
Abjfarc vennftath abrepta t 

nit, 

ihu fua>t?$)0iino< tft cum reliqnis vcifari 
S^tam tui mtmhtijji. A* 


have 
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have learned in a vciy few days to love and 
value them highly. 

I met with no uuplcafaut occurrence 
whatever in my journey from Geneva to 
Lyons. *At the fort dc. l’hclufo 1 was 
conduced to the governor, an ancient 
chevalier of Saint Louis, whom 1 found at 
dinucr. He examined my* papers with 
great care, and at the conchtfion laid, 
“ You travel in a country which will 
■“ fhortly he the happieft in the world !’* 
linn fciioufly frever he afie&cd to ipealc 
thefe words, Hill the tone of irony was 
ton evident to he tniftakon. 

I w.t* fo near the Lofs of the phono that l 
'could not refufe the felicitations of fome pea- 
(ant-boye, who earneftly entreated permiflion 
to condud me thither j they call this na- 
tural olriofity La Perdition du Rhone. We 
.lelccnded down a ‘narrow foot- way, and 
foon came to a place where the river falls, 
with a horrible noife, into a rocky gulf, 
and at fome dift&ncc is loft in a fubrer- 
raneoue channel* The length of this in- 
vifible coiirfe may be at mioft ' a hundred 
paces, but ! had not time to viftt the place 

of 
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of its rc- appearance, which bolides is re- 
prefented as very difficult of acccfs. 

Ahnoft at every village through which 

we palled, we found the peafants exer- 

cifmg ihcmlclves with arms, who railed a 

loud lhout as we Hood looking at them. 

At the inn at Nantua, I had fome convcr- 
* 

lation with an old foldier who had ferved 
in the feven years war ; he was a warm 
admirer of Frederick the Great, and aflerted, 
among other things, that France only 
wanted fuch a King to have made her the 
happieft and molt powerful nation in the 
world without any revolution: but as 
things were, the revolution was their only 
hope, and if that Ihould not fucceed, of 
which however he did not entertain the 
lcaft doubt, all was loft. 

In fpiic of Merck r's panegyric, I can- 
not have any taflc for the lake of Nantua: 
the furrounding rocks are fo barren and 
uniform, that in my opinion tue borders 
of the Lac de Joux, are paradifiacal com * 
pared with them. t Thc only thi|j|WhicIi 
in any meafur^reconciled me to fo dreary 
a fpot*- was a very fine rich cafcado by a 

milk 
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mill, below which, runs the road ; it brought 
very forcibly to my mind the fall of Saint 
Saphorin, which it doubtlefs flrongly re- 
fembks. The valley of C’erdon on the 
contrary has t'unfported me; the road runs 
along a terrace on a perpendicular chalk- 
lock, on the fummit of which, to the right, 
a church at the very edge of th.' precipice 
rifes out of the trees, and to the Lft, far 
below the road lies a valley through which 
a ’rivulet foams, while tar in the back 
ground arc two confiderablc hills crowned 
with old c.'ftles. Hut what gives ih„ 
greatefl. animation to this charming 1 md- 
feape, is a water-fall exceeding in height 
that which 1 mentioned abo\ c, arid which 
falls into the valley down a dark tool: over- 
grown with thick blithe?. 

Never will the hnpreffioa 1 t;eoviwd 
from the fir fl light of Lyons be crated 
from my foul; nothing can be concern d 
more magnificent than, its lituation. The 
noble Jtoufes on the quay of Saint Clair 
were Infaniited by the meaning lun, aud 
.a pellucid vapour floated found the hill 
of Fourviere. 

>* 


On 
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On my firft arrival I made it my reqyefi: 
to Monfieur S — - — , whole friendly civility 
to me daily increafes, that he would in- 
troduce to my acquaintance the furround- 
ing country, as well as the molt remark- 
able things in the town, and this he very 
obligingly undertook. The Roman re- 
mains hereabouts are pretty numerous : the 
day before yefterday we, went to the. vil- 
lage of Chapauneaux, about a mile from 
the town, where fourfcore arcades of aa 
aquedudt remain ftili entire. On the fol- 
lowing day we faw the insignificant ruins 
of a Roman theatre, in the garden of the 
monaftery of the Minorets j a well pre- 
ferved and very beautiful ^fofaic pavement ; 
a Taurobolium, whicli l?; : prefcr^ed in the 
Maifon de Ville, and pther antiquities, with 
the account of which I will not - fatigue 
you. We tffen afcended to the‘ : church of 
Notre Dame dc Fourviere, whetje as. a 
wonder-working image of the Bleffed Viv- 
gin, whofe^umevous cubes' are teftlfied by 
the votive ,tab|^.Jthw: . of 

the entrance, •','^iwith tapfeHry"" hangings. 
The figures ifelineated on tbefewould not 

difgrace 
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difgrace the- court painter to the Empefol 
of China ; Callot’s caricatures when com- 


pared with them become » Grapes and An- 
ririous’s. This church crowns the am- 
phitheajtral eminence, on the Hope of 
which lies a great of Lyons r thence 
the whole of this feen 

at a glance, while the* eye can follow 
the courfe of the Rhone and the Sarnie, 
even to the point . of land where the two 
rivers unite;- 

I alfo ^ifited tb e ftatc -pri fonsPierre En- 
cife, which > a&$rdci$ contaiusyery few 
pri'fonerti;^>jt ll^ttlcularly rehia'j t hable;for 
its-!:fit«atWrh : ;. : ;ph; a very... rodyj&thc 


afeent Co it flaircs|e, Jjefules 

whic^^.^ber afwft appears pft$tbie.r' It 
contains M rh%, d ungebha ;|h e 

fblid 


- ; < y.. ^ t. m * , 

ineaB#''':tt>' > whrk his W$y&$$i : *b : $t Hgtif* 
.1% th^,inttef’, court, tjfi it jin ; $4 vjf||o .with 
4 yep^afl; W ,fet 
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firm flops, wliofc uncommon height ftrucl: 
Me forcibly. He was neat, but cld-fafhioned 
in his drefs, ami my coudu&or pjrfuadcd 
me to talk to him, for he loved convcrfa- 
tion. I began therefore by cl ferviug on. 
the weather and the very rcmoikable fitu- 
ation of the caflle, but l foon led him to 
the fubje£t of his unprifotimcnt : “It is 
“ now fixty years,’’ he faid with a refolutc 
tone, “ that I have fecn nothing but thefe 
“ walls, and eighty-five that I have been 
“ in the world ; ^ might have regained iny 
** freedom twenty years ago, but it was 
** then too late, and I cotitinub here above, 
“ where at prefent I am very well off j — 
“ I do not know that I fhould be fo, down 
below.” Of the caufe of his imprifon- 
ment I inquired in vain j only thus much 
I learnt that he is of an illnftrlous family, 
and that he has neve): anfwerdd a fiugle 
quefiion on the fubje£t of his captivity. 

On nty return I faw the caftle of Du- 
chere, which lies to the right of the town 
on a pleafant hill, and where Henry tlv* 
Fourth once j&Ted fomc days with tho 
fair Gabrielle. 


M 


Not 



LETTER XIL 


162 


Not far from Paifible is a little fpot 
which Nature fecms to have confecrated 
entirely to lonely meditation. Three rocky 
walls covered with mol's and evergreens 
form a fort of grotto, llvaded with trees 
and fhrubs in the midll of which a little 
fpring bubbles up. Through a brake in 
the bullies may be feen a part of the town, 
with its fplendid buildings, and' the in- 
numerable country houfes which cover both 
banks of the §aone. Here Rouffeau, 


during his abode at Lyons, fpent moll of 
his folitary hours, and tn honour of him, 
it is fittce called Rou Head’s grotto, and 
conlidered bv all the admirers of his genius 
as holy ground! They believe’ that traces 
of his name carved by himfelf are Hill to 
be difeovered on the trunk of a tree : and 

, , i.v > t s' '“j 1 '** t { ,,, . r ;>■ 

on the Hone feats, infcrijptions to his me- 
mory are |i[?: crowded together, that fcarcely 
is there room fu Sclent remaining tp intro-, 
<|uce even an Anacreontvc vcrfe. ^ 

From yifhat f ^ar, it . 'appears that the 
enthii ) ®0§^or -has fdr'fome time 
iif^ri.,Qsroh aJtetgbt tbatjittle 

be made in-” exchanging 


the 
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the flafk of holy oil at Rheims, notwith- 
ftanding its high rank among national re- 
licks, for the pen with which the Contrat 
S octet was written, A fmall piece of Rouf- 
feau’s writing fells at fo high a price, that 
more than one perfon have been exercifing 
their induftry in endeavouring to counter- 
feit his hand. If this circumftance fhould 
ever become known to the good people at 
Saint Peter’s Illand, how, will they regret 
having baked bifeuits in fome of his poR- 
humous papers. .. 

I was yefterday at the theatre at the per- 
formance Of Zmire et Azor . Madame 
d’Herboville, who played Zemire, is a great 
favourite with the publ|Ej her voice is 
rich and dear, but equal commendation 
cannot be given to her talents as an 
a<9trefs ; her manner is cold, and her ac- 
tion often unnatural. Saint Aubfn as Azor 
was applauded fo profufely and continually, 
that ht&Sm- feveral times extremely em- 
barraffed how to fill up the long 
cafioned by ctipjpin^f iSt^oung' 

player who,.;*|^®ed on Cthc Rage for the 

M2' " firft, 
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firfttime, and only in an under* paft, waS 
hifled offbecaufe in one fingle paflage he 
was not accurate in his fpeaktng. It is 
incredibly how much attention rnuft be 
paid to this point by a French a£tor who 
.wpuld with to acquire any degreeof re- 
putation, fince, a carelefs fpeaker cannot 
hope, to experience the leaft ’ favour even 
Xn. a petty pr-ovia^af lown. , What, WV* 
land 'fa^s of* t-ht£ ancient lomshs may be 
applied .with eqhdf ^roprtefy 'to' the tric?- 
dern French ;,,“,Xheir w eaj. is qpt, don, tent 
“ merely to be pleafed^-it mnftbe en- 
“ chanted.’*" In Germany I hWe known 

' £ 'y t U r w r 'fp* ■< J t } 

players', whai^^ylf^^euvered o^e 
tence right, yet >^siti ?'the wartnefl applaufc 

ihrieks, 'and 






ar-«r, 


the playe,ra,ga.Ye,us f| 

Man, Anftrian, and Bavarian* I 
'their'h&tfeft yet- the pit^e fWhlth 

i^S^’on^pC thofc jjfea tic mongp 
'' Mks thrkero liUpifo roofed- 

''■>«> • fiotfc 
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Xiorfe in the firft a£t, and in the laft ex- 
piring: in the arms of his grand- children) 
not only received the loudeft and moft 
unhounded acclamations, but its iecond 
representation was expected with infinite 
impatience *. 

■ The 

* Baron Riefbeck dwells very ftrongly and circum* 
ftantially upon the corrupt tafte that had gained the 
afcendarit over the German when he was at -Vienna 
in 1780. This he aferibes up great mcafure to tfcflbvil 
influence of Gothe’s example, particularly in the in~ 
ftance of his celebrated drama of Goz von BerHchwgen y 
fuppoied tobe intended as an imitation of Shakefpearc. It 
may fafely* be pronounced however that if figph was the 
idc*t with which this work, was written* Q&the knew 
not how to difcriminate between the beauties and defects 
Of his dSodel, and has copied o^Y the latter* Y& as being 
founded on a popular national #pry* the play acquired a 
high degree of reputation; confpquently it had foon a num- 
ber of imitators, who, ** out* B eroding Herod,* fan into 
CVch greater extravagancies than their j and thus 

were produced a (‘warm of dramatic anomalies that 
for a while tpo, ? fuccefsfu]ly 4 perverted public lafte. 

As,” .fays Riefbeck, u in Goa <i)on BtrK'cfnhgm the 
^feen?^ frequently changed, the poet how ‘thinks it 
** to carry the fpe&ator through every part 

^Gptba was rather 1 ay executions 
in his pieces', snd,pow thgfeire han|i^p^ipimerab!e 
* qpbft "for 

'4Mtk* mi iiSpi&k it of wl^c^M at « s, 
ind which appears before not to have been whpUf 

eradifca^ 
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The word Theatre is inferibed over the 
entrance of that at Lyons, according to the 
advice of Voltaire, to whom ^application 
was made to recommend an inl'cription. 
« Write Theatre oyer the door of your 
“ play-houfc/ faid he to the deputies, 
** and then we dial! immediately kftow at 
leaft what it ought to be.” 

My daily walk, is along the banks of 
Saone, as faf as the IJle de Baric. 
This river is fo lmopth and tranquil that 
fcarcely any purrent is perceptible : it is 
conPcantly covered with little boats which 
they call leches, to .the management of 
which the Women, feem to have an ex- 
clufive right, at leaft it is very umnual to 
fee a man rowing one, They are com- 
monly employed by the inhabitants of 
Lyons for conveying them to their country 
lioufes u|)o^the : Saone i they are well piro- 
tc&ed both from the rain and,; fun, bv a 


eradlcatetj- ^he^ he wyote. That it i* now reforming 
if apt we are allured from out 

of dramatic 

.ntvsfiu'iitmrt&'in firfmarar urn M tn^MKSlLmtrme.^.f /*f.rh± 


|:5o-^trm^yarc“,gdiS 
ok of Nature T*; 


usges out of the 
canvafs 
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e&nvafs awrting, and a perfon may read 
arid write in them very conveniently. The 
banks of the Saone are fo pleafant and fo 
enriched with cotffttry-ho'u fes and gardens, 
that from the delcription I have heard you 
give of the banks of the Brenta, I fhould 
think thofe of this river mu ft rtfemble them 


very ftrongly. 

Over-againft Pa i ft hie,’ on the' oppofite 
fhore of the riv^r Hand's a very Tender 
round tower, which fir time immemorial 
lias beep tailed the Tour ^c fa bdlc AlU- 
mande, This name of cburfe Truck me, 
aS a (German, exceedingly; especially i'mcc 
it was in a place whole , inhabitants in 

' ■ ' ' «.!u ”• '■>’ ' 

general appear to /fyt!QW,,/»as , lilftle about 
Ipy co.unjr^ as^ hhh|i| ^ japan, Siam, or 
Pqic’ibi tt- vfeituS »* : :'|^Jbiye the r^pre $ endea- 
ypjured to trace the origfe; pf -this name, 

' i,' * ' * ' ? 'i . i - A , i> .* 1 

but without |'ny fuccefs. Qifjfthe Ijh dc 
Barbedshock is a pleafant walk, and fome 
pret^^bhfiderable 1 buildings : an old caiUe 


which above 1 hhe • tops trees, 

gives .a .ye^^tirefqU'4 diftant 
profpe<3f;^s!i|^^ft‘8rand[c4a ■ hi* fatten two 
different views. ^ It is ah andent cuftom 


m 4 


among 



among the Lyonnefe to make parties to 
this iiland in their leches in the Whitfunr 
holidays. At this feftival which is called 
La Vogue, the river is fqmetjmes crowded 
yvith veflels till the water can fcarccly be 
leen, while both banks are thronged with 
the inferior inhabitants of the town, who 
not partaking of the parties are at leaft 
de^rous to be fpe&ators of them,. 

light i* almqft at an end* it is already 
very late, and apathy, letter mu ft go to the 
poft early ,ito*morrow morning, I cannot 
add any thing farther. I am extremely 
impatient! to hear from you again*. • Fate* 
wel. 
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Lyons February aStb.tygo, 

I N little more than a month T fhall hope 
to .fee you, my dear Bonftetten. Our 
departure for Switzerland is fixed for the 
firHt of April, and, a week, at fartheft, I 
hope will bring me to Nton. With what 
tranfport fhall 1 behold again the foreft. and 
Jake of Prangin. 

I cnclofe a poem in which I have en- 
deavoured to deferibe the feenes of my 
childhood, and requeft you to give me 
your fincere and impartial judgment upon 
it. My idea is that at prefent it is fomer 
what too long, and may for that reafon 
fatigue j make a crofs ’therefore' over fuck 
ftauzaa qs you think had bcfl be omitted. 
You kribw that Pope confidered the art of 
blotting as one of the moll important and 
difficult reqtprpj of an author. Swift, to 
enforce its ||hl^rtance in the. ftrongeft 
planner on the rnind of a young writer 

who 
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who had requefted his criticifms upon a 
poem he put into his hands, returned the 
manui'cript without a Tingle remark, but 
with every line from beginning? to end 
fcratched over .!, till it was fo completely ob- 
literated that not one- letter was diftinguifh- 
able Horn another. 

. i T couldhardiy give you any information 
relative 'W ^ht'^BSbRtieal fiborffibn of thfo 
totfvhf wfeicto yott WiH not have heaM al- 
ready from Monfifflar B- — -f as I do not 
recollect any occurrence or alteration wor- 
thy of notice fince his departure. It is 
the constant refottfof the difcotitetited in 
the coiiatiy* af&d^muft be confidered '"as 
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principles, will at laft be concentrated 
here. The old national attachment to the 
Grande Momrque continues to be chcrifhed 
among the principal Lyonnefe with, the 
accuflomed warmth, nor do they fcrbple 
to difplay it unrefervedly both* in the 
cofFee-houfes and at the theatre. tWhea 
the opera of “ Richard Cccur-de^Lion * was 
lately performed, at the air of u O r Richard! 
“ O y moft roi l I'nni'oirr f abandanne? the 
party that applauded were f® ranch more 
numerous*, than the w hiftlers, , that they 
very foon clapped down their opponents. 

We availed ourfelyes :«of the feft fine 
day to make an exchrfion to Moat-*Gindre, 
a pretty confid arable* hiHin « this neighbour- 
hood, which commands an eKtenfive view 
over Lyons and its environs. *., We vifited 
the cell of a, hermit, «wjbo follow-* 

ing a -Theban . Anchoret <tn>l»s of; life, 
is^inteitjfc., only ’on Lllihg his 
by cuhi*&t«g a good undetftandiag^meng 
the neighboring villages ; ( ih otH|r j^pedba. 
he* appears 1 iw l| s ' % A . 

peafimt o£,.Si|j§|fer, who ^cert^n^" bant • 
him no ^to'.aflferfe- 

that 
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that he coulvl neither lead nor vuite, anti 
it cannot K denied that we found no hiug 
in Itis tJl hut wltai was very tern* *.c lioin 
all appeal ani-# of 'tnary puruih . fie 
afkcd un with great ur>viuv if 1 co. Id <ul 
him what the National AUttubly tveje 
about* and what they intuited to choice, 
or perhaps had ahead* dcc.evd rdpulru,, 
his cell; for he lives in coufunc apptv,- 
henfionof being diiven from it, and thrown 
hack again upon a iioful world. 

Since my refiJcntc in thefe parts I 
have had abundant opportunity of cor- 
recting the vei y faffe ideas 1 had conceived 
of the tone of fetch ty among the J rcnch. 
Certainly no nation fmcc the Athenians 
has attained an equal degree of polifh and 
refinement. Some tlm« ago, I topped 
at Mon fiour Saint L — — where the com- 
pany confided of two Canons of this 
place, or Counts of Lyons, a Maquis, a 
navy officer, and fevered other pertous pf, 
faffiiOn. 1 oblprved the courfe of coi>yec- 
fation |he whole time with great attention, 
•and umfQirnly found jp?t one of the 
party uninvited, made hiu^lf the hero of 

hi* 



letter xiu. 


his ftory, as is ver}’’ commonly done by men 
unacquainted with the ^world and unim- 
proved by education. 

** I the little hero of each tale.” 

’ ' * ■! 

On this contrary they took* every ..pofiible 
opportunity of interweaving into iub- 
je£t foniething relative to -tbe; perfon to 
whom < itr was addrefTed. •'»' Jn-tno -country 
indeed that 1 have vilked^ have I fee ft the 
practice of 1 ' this fn ft ^principle > of good 
breeding ' ^ ftridly attended* *to # vas in 
France: Here, any traveller who in con- 
verfatidn With a lady,* dnftead of fixing its 
principal iotereft u port %erfelf* ifetould en- 
tertain 1 her with his donceyns* with 
the hiftoty^of his ; eonneftiohs, -ftis amufe- 
mettts, or theri'ncidents of Tfis travels^ would 
b6 f Inftantly ..connideradi ibtitf* without 
education, (w$ ours tytisil >aiad • be 

1 ^tbe* ■ extreme* a*#en 

"ih^h^liis i ''adv'ejtthr<fft'. might- be more ex- 
traordiilary khan thole of Rlimm and Gui- 
liver united| 

• fii thefj||^B|i||^ With', the* female lex, 
'a dclica^^*^iEilVet|l ; itt^:ti^$ country, fifing 

» even 
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even to excefs of fcrupulouftefs. To fcifs 
the hand of a lady* at her entrance into 
company, or at her departure, would be 
confidered as a terrible -violation of de- 
corum, and equally unpardonable as ill 
Germany under like circumftances to kifs 
the -mouth ; and fhould any one in the 
eagernefe of converfation fo far forget 
biptfclf as to lay his band on the arm of 
the lady hewas addreffing, fuppofing they 
were merely common acquaintance, he 
would be inftantly ftigmatized a ti'ttn bomme 
familkr^ the moft debafiftg appellation he 
could receive, and as having been formed 
in a fchool nOt to be mentioned in po# 
lifted company. Whether any lolid be- 
nefit is derived frora thefe over-ftfained 
reftritlions, can '%t judged by every one 
capable- of making observations upon the 
Worldsjend'thankmdi* ’ ■■ • 

young man, a perfect deity in.h3fc.aiT> 
has iaiely by means of* the magic powfcttr 
vddlTwhich the graces have endowed his 

'.y {node of is tcKjufs 

Woman wheri 'the' and 
afcSinfclieii file retires. T . " ■ < 

feet. 
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f$et, drawn an enchanted circle round the 
Inhabitants of this place, in which he ex- 
e$cife$ a fway fo abfolute and undivided, 
that the National AfTembly is no longer 
mentioned, or, at leaftis only made the 
fubjeft of converfadpn, in. obfcuro coffee-* 
houfes and the workshops of mechanics, 
while, Veftiis the dancer, is the exclusive 
object pf attention in all. rbethigher circles# 
Every night that he performed, the .corn 
courfe to the theatre was fo great, that it 
was impqffihle to get. a place without being 
there at lead two horns .before the cbm-s 
mcucenaent pf the v ppisfocnianp^ , l was 
prefent on the laft nig|%an4 have aftualiy 
in, greai? ; meaiure fallen -it* with the general 
enthufiafm# It is indeed impotable not 
to be jraniported the cafe, , the agility, 
and; harmony o^^j^^.tbey are 

fq exquifite, t^at he a 

m^'^but rather ■ a 1 fylph 
Et^ri?|:' mould, aud^eftifed; tp» dkim^aloft: 
in higher, regions. . ,<0a that oighL a&beijag 
bis laft, lie %emed emulous evenjfp fur- 
p^.1iim.fei5^^|^|rc|iy ' was p^qrm- 

ance. 
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ance ended, before wreaths of flowers and 
poetical morceaUx addrefled to him 
thrown in abundance upon the ftage, 
companied With the moil inceffant clapping* 
and earneft entreaties from the pit that he 
would not kave l^ons at the time he had 
fixed t t ,hut if poffible flay and appear be- 
fore the public; at lcaft once merer; * Upon 
this he came: forwards himfelf, and in tire 
moft graceful manner returned thanks for 
the undeferved applaufe with which he 
had been honoured by an audience fo 
highly refpe&able and fo diftinguiflted.for 
its refined and edited ;tafte, but rhe was 
penetrated wit| , tfie, deepeft delpair at the 
utter impoffi^ity; if' , complying w|th fo 
flattering an invitation, fince the court had 
refuted to prolong his . j^e of a]bfence* f t , 

' Yefhh> figim ** ' * 

' '* Jr ^ 


his coua^fU^i9'hot,hatulJome; hut; 
ki|ft Jje . inferring 

apd afcihaing^;^ififimpiiaty and, : .fltw- 
defty of his mannexr&rm-a ftrikhig con- 

ttar fc* 





;d$sio& : ! $W 
time 
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time of Voltaire’s laft ftay at Paris, faid in 
a public company, “ There are only three 
“ great men now cxifting in the world, 
** Veftris, Voltaire, and the King of Pruf- 
41 fia.” It is laid that while his fon was 
a boy he would not unfrequently hold out 
his foot? to him, laying, ** Kifs this im- 
“ mortal foot which enchants heaven and 
** earth.’’ 

I lately was prefect act the •performance 
of Gluck’s 1 phi gent a in Aiftis. It is im- 
poffible to deferibe the impreffion made 
upon mo by this fublime and mafterly 
compofitiott; I do not recollect ever to 
have heard any tnufhr that affedted me fo 
■deeply, excepting Handel’s Meffiah. 

Nothing Can give a more ftrifeihg ex- 
ample of wh.st a theatrical cabal is able 
to accomplish* provided^ it be Ifcilfully con- 
ducted, than.the manner ih tohich thVlphi- 
genia, now the fuhjcd of univdrfal admir- 
ation, 'was received Upon its firft repre^ 
fentation at Paris. It was condemned a$‘ 
if it had beep the vileft offspring of the 
loweft defcCndfct of Midas ; * Ah, Iphlgenk 
“ eft hmbt l e!" exclaimed Gluck to a fri^ftd 

n la 
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in a tone of defpair : “ Otti, du del anfwered 
the other. Never was any thing fpoken 
with ftridter truth *. 

* During the three winters that I redded in France, 
between the yean 1789 and 1794, the ruling tafte, par* 
ticularly at Lyons, was lor G retry’s mufic. His Barbt - 
bltu was performed times innumerable, and always with 
fitli houfes and the moft unbounded applaufe. Monfignof, 
Philidor, and Duny very rarely appeared* After Gretry, 
Duleyrac Was the moft favotuite compofer ; but no town 
in France, excepting Paris, has yet attained fufficient 
maturity of tafte to admit* Gluck's mufic. A. 
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.Nion, Apiil ad, 179*. 
1 w rite to you, my dear Bonftettcn, 
**■ from the grecn-clofct. Ydterday re- 
Itored to my fight thofij beloved objects 
Montblanc and the Lake ; why was I not 
alfo blcfied with beholding my moft che- 
rifhed and intimate friend? — From your 
Ia.lt letter I expe&ed you would have re- 
turned from Bern two days ago, but, alas ! 
on my ariival I received the unpleafarit 
intelligence that in confequence of frcfin 
bufinefs you cannot be with us till the day 
after Eafter. Till that time I fliall certainly 
remain here, though we can hardly be toge- 
ther more than two da^s, fince the time cl* 
my ftay at %Iion muft of neceffity be ex- 
tremely limited, as I cannot omit vifiting 
Gcnthod and Rolle, and paying my devo- 
tions at every ljpot rendered facred to me by 
fiiendfiiip, ) * „ 4 

N 2 Yeflerday 
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Yeflcrday evening I was at Promcntou. 
That fequeftered grove I have in folemn 
ferioufnefs allotted as the place of my 
interment, fuppofing I thould die in this 
neighbourhood j and ( defire to have my 
grave planted round with poplars, and a 
plain ftoae laid over it, inferibed only with 
my name ; ut dicant prattreuntes : Vale. 

The evening was fine, and the oppofite 
ihores were Splendidly illumined with the 
fetting-fun. The fight of Thonon and 
Ripailfe brought forcibly to my recollec- 
tion our water-party tO'Evian, when we 
read Horace’® Brundufian Journey in the 
ckurch of the Capuchins; and when, as 
our bark pufhed off from the Chore, the 
Prince of P— flood at the, window 
holding up his finger to you in » threaten- 
ing manner, becaufe you had dared to look 
at him through your glafs; an of&Qce 
for which yon foon afffer too dearly, atoned 
by the lot's of that olteriflied memorial of 
your beloved Gray. Nor was the rock of 
Meillcric forgotten, round which we failed 
by moon-light, and where ,* we proje&ed 

the 
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the delightful fcheme of devoting ourfelves, 
at fome future period, folcly to the acqui- 
fition of knowledge, either at Tivoli, or 
ou the iHand of Nilida* 

I fpent a part of this morning with 
Count Gorani, whofe gloomy and mifan- 
thropic manners ,had hitherto deterred me 
from feeking his fociety, and whom, I 
believe, you have only -Teen tranfrently 
and by aeeident. Notwithftandlng the 
brevity of our acquaintance, I have found 
my intercourfe with him both pleafant 
and inftruftive, particularly from the many 
ingenious and acute illtlftrations of various 
reliquee of antiquity which I have by this 
means obtained. Gorani appears to have 
acquired a large jtnafs of ufeful information 
in Ids various travels, and to have reflected 
very deeply on legii\atur«s and forms of 
government. He has coll eft ed a' great 
number of materials refpefttng Italy, par- 
ticularly on the fubjeft of its political fitu- 
ation, but thefe will hardly be publilhed 
during bit life; bis obfervations on the 
arts, and on works of art, dlfplay unwearied 
ftttdy and a well-formed tafte. The merit 

a 3 that 
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that he allows to Suber and Winkelmann 
is extraordinary in an Italian, and fiiews a 
mind not fettered by any contemptible na- 
tional prejudices, but open to the impreffion 
of truth and beauty wherever they arc to # 
be found. He learnt the German language 
at Magdeburg, where h^ms confined as a 
prifonce to Auftria during the feven years 
war, and has read all our bed; writers both 
in profe and poetry. I challenged him to 
publilh an account of his journey to Mo- 
rocco, which would doubtlefa contain much 
novelty and valuable information. While 
he was at Milan he was extremely intimate 
with Count Alexander Veri, of \yhofe dif- 
tinguilhed talents he fpeaks with mud) 
warmth. During that tjune jrifo, Gorani 
wrote feveral letters to Bonnet, who men- 
tions him in very handfomc terms, in his 
Anecdotes of his Correfpondepts. In Go- 
rani’s general judgment upon, and view of, 
mankind, reigns a mifanthropical feverity, 
which fufficiently accounts for his total fo- 
cJufion from fociety *, 

S 

* Count Gorani went afterwanls to Pads, where he 
was toads a French citizen, sand publiflied his Q^ferVations 
\ ' upon 
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S - — — was extremely mortified at not 

meeting with you. He proceeded on his 
journey this morning, and by this time 
cannot be very far from Vevay : he confi- 
ders himfelf as fecure of your long-promifed 
vifit. Charles and Edward have charged 
me with abundance of love to you. bare- 
wel,— I number the minutes till our meet- 
ing. 


upoi} Italy. But foreleemg the fope of the Briflotine party 
to which he had attached himfelf, he returned into Swit- 
zerland a (hort time before their downfal ; finding how- 
ever that it was tmpoflible fon him to remain there, he very 
foon quitted the country again. His fubfequent fate is 
unknown to me. A. 


*4 
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Grandcktey June 29th, 17901 

L et me now proceed, my dear friend, 
to /give you a detail of my late moun- 
tain rambles. Wc afeended on horfeback 
to the village of Yvorue not far from Aigle. 
The road was at ijrft beautiful, winding 
among pines and cityfus'-trees ; the clus- 
ters of yellow flowers on the. latter 
fbnhfcd a ftriking and charming contrail 
with the dark ' greet! hue of the former, 
while at intervals, through openings in the 
buflbes, we were enchanted with a petfv 
fpedive view of the valley of the Rhone 
and the wild faowy hills of the Valais. 
We continued this afcenl for about t$o 
hours, when we arrived at a place billed 
The Rith/s, a name wholly appropriate to 
the natmc of the fpdt, fimte the road now 
became ijerpcn^icular^ aftd nothing 

was to be &en on either fide but broken 
maFea frf rocks towering absrtre each other. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely had we palTed this wildcraefs, 
when we were rewarded by arriving upon 
a pl^in whence We beheld the whole ex- 
panfe of the lake of Geneva lying at a 
great depth immediately below us. We 
flopped here for fome time at a SmabutU*, 
where we were very hofpitably entertained 
by the fimple owner, and found excellent 
milk. After this refrefhpaent we again 
proceeded forwards, and towards evening 
reached our night- quarters, which was 
another Sennbktte at fs he foot of two tna- 
jeftic rocks, one of which has the exa& 
form of a Battened cupola, and is called 
La Tpttr de May mm . 

Imprefled with an ardent defire to reach 
the fummit of this eminence, whence I 
4 * 

a Theft art a fort of dairy-hou&s peculiar to the Alps. 

Ste fituated p the high parts of foe mountains, and 
inhabited only in foe fjuntner months during foe time 
that die g rotted is free ffim fnow, and affords pafturage 
for foe cattle* Jjllatthiflbti, in hit eighth letter, mentions 
that the day falltjwiog foot Oft which be was to afeend the 
Anzmdas, ttyeherda would be driven thither from the 
Lower Alpi.' The herdfmen then accompany the herds 
and take po&ffien of fob Stnnkhtten, whence they fupply 
foe country below witb foe produce of their dairies. T. 

promifed 
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proml fed my it If a glorious view over the 
Alps of Savoy, together with a rich harvdl 
of plants, I could not the next morning 
refift making an attempt to accomplifh my 
wiffi, efpecialiy as my hoft allured me 
that the undertaking’ was neither difficult 
nor dangerous. Accordingly, furniflied 
With my Linnaeus and a little balket con- 
taining feme wine and a piece of bread, I 
commenced my excurfion and arrived at the 
top of the rock without the leaft obftru&ion 
or accident* The view exceeded my ex- 
pectations, nor was I disappointed in. my 
promifed botanical ecquifitiona, and all had 
been well, could I hkve been content to 
mum quietly by the fame commodious 
path that I had afccndfdj but unfortu- 
nately forae daemon pofieffisd W* with the 
idea tha by going round to the eaftera fide 
of the hill, i might find another track*, $y 
which to defeend, audHhus acquire X far- 
ther knowledge of a fpot, I was defirous 
of exploring as much as poffible. I had 
certainly never attempted the execution of 
this plan* had I been aware that the ridgoof 
rocks ainong which I hoped Sa dad this 

patb 9 
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path, rofe perpendicularly above a horrible 
precipice. 

Alter walking for about half an hour, 
hi (l along a valley, and then afeending a 
hill again, 1 found myfelf at the foot of 
a very fteep rock, up which I climbed with 
fomc difficulty by the aid of bufhes grow- 
ing out of the clefts,' and arrived at a 
gentle flope covered with the Jilene ataolif 
as with a purple carpet, where finding 
myfelf fomewhat fatigued I fat down to 
reft, it being then eaou&ly noon. After 
taking a refrefhmg repaft from my little 
baiket I afeended the Hope, and aa every 
trace of the foot of man was loft, di- 
rected my courfe by the fun and La 
Tour & Mayeum i, which lay exactly to 

the eaft of th where l had left 

♦ 

my companion. I hav$ fiildom been more 
diUgreeably tarprifed than With the change 
of fome which now* prefented itfelf to my 
view. Scarcely bad I reached the fummit 
of the Hope, when I fhw before me as far 
as the eyeefuld reach, a boundiefs wilder- 
nefs overfpmd , with fnow, broken only 
by vaft chafjpr or points of rocks* and 
* where, 
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where, as on the boundaries of a chaos, 
all vegetable life feemed to die away. 

Had my ftrength b<Sen wholly unim- 
paired, I could fearrely have formed fo 
wild an idea as that of endeavouring to 
prefs on through thefe regions of wintery 
defoiatlon, and now that I was already 
wearied with my previous exertions, I 
thought it by far my Wifeft plan to turn 
back without delay, and regain as fail: as 
poflfiblc the path by which I firft afeended. 
But when I came back to the rock I be- 
held with (huddering the invincible dif- 
ficulty of getting down a precipice, which 
in attending i had Scarcely thought for- 
midable. t 


It is very often the caie in mountain re- 
gions, as you know by experience, that a 
rock may be a&epded with eafe wbfeb 
could not he defeended again Without 1 ' kne 
pioft imminent hazards Here it was not 
merely hazardous to Attempt defccuding, 


it was a thing impofiible to be done, liuce 
nothing could lave me from falling down 
th* precipice, but (lopping prerifely upon 
etfety-bhi and Ihrub that had 4&fted my 

afeent. 
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afcent, and this I could by no means be 
fecure of doing* unlefs I had had eyes in 
the foies of my feet. 

To the right and left frightful abyfles 
denied me every poflibility of extricating 
myfelf from my perilous fituation, cpnfe- 
qucntly no other means remained for my 
deliverance but to attempt wading through 
the fnowy wafte, to which alone I was 
obliged to leave the decision of my fate. 
1 arrived once more at the Hope with the 
purple carpet, anti trod again the borders 
of the 1 wintery defert, where the Ioofe fnow 
made the Walking extremely laborious, nor 
can I find words to deferibe the difficulties 
i had tp encounter, but they were fo great, 
theft with a lefs degree of natural ftrength 
I had inevitably fupk under them. Often 
wgij X forced tb defeend into, deep chafms 
filial yvith fnow, whence l could not efimb 
out again without the utmoft exesfion, 
and at lift had perhaps not gained above 
five or fix yards of direft way* My 
ancle*bon«8 ^ecom* quite excoriated with 
repeated fails between broken points of 
rocks, and my hands were no left galled 
with grappling them, till at length I 

fyund 
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found myfelf fo completely exhaufted that 
I could proceed no farther. It was then 
half pad four. 

Hitherto I bad not loft all hope of eman- 
cipation, but as my ftrength was gone, 
and the defert ftill appeared to ftretch as 
far before me as at the firft ftep I had taken, 
ray fate, feemed now inevitable, and I 
looked forward to death as my only means 
of deliverance from fuch a maze of dif- 
ficulties. 1 drank my fmall remains of 
wine, and ate my laft piece of bread with 
as firm a convi&ioh that I had taken my 
laft meal, as irapreflfed the noble' Spartans 
at Thermopylae, and lying down on a rock 
which had previoufly ferved me (for a 
table, I aimoft inftantly fell into a profound 
fleep. " 

The life of. your friend, my dear Bon- 
ftetten, ■ wttdw "hung* upon a very itatg$ir 
thread- EfcbiUfted as I * had been, it <waa 
more than probable that/ my fleep would 
continue till after fun-fet, and in that cafe 
I muft" inevitably have* fallen a facrifice 
to the night-frofts, which even in this 
ftaSamJuA covered a fmall lake, that I 
palled upon thefe heights with, a very 

thick 
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thick coat of ice. For the hand of 
man, to fnatch me from' this benumbed 
and torpid ftate, was as little to be ex- 
pected >as if I had been in a wildernefs 
upon an. uninhabited ifland, and I {hall al- 
ways consider the accident to which I owe 
my deliverance as one of the moft extra- 
ordinary cafualties that ever happened to 
a mortal. - Abird,of prey, which probably 
had, a neft fomewhere near, was the fob 
means of giving. me back to life and the 
fodety .;o£ mankind j./With: a .loud fcream 
he fwept foHclofely by me, that notwith- 
ftanding I awoke 

with the . which I could 

ft|l|||ie|i; when .he was at a great diftance 
blflaed .to , bf- ; that -of ran eagle, and I was 
afterwards affined by the chamois-hunters, 
thatithe nefta of the fton^eagleiare found 
Ipj^hiinditfirr among .^The 

-alio an inhabitaa»t®i thefe ^art8, fahd hides 
in : theK:.cle&s>ai|d,r^id^i' : but : >. it does 'hot 
feem. .prob^e ■> t^ia* ;:Jbi!- ; 1was Mny ^deliverer, 
dfioce he knot ^aciaftomed to codie abroad 
by da^it^t. 

4 when 
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when I was firft roufed, rendered me in- 
capable of obferving the creature with 
any degree of accuracy, and by the time 
that my recolle&ion was perfeftly re- 
turned, he hwd feared to fetch a dtftance 
as to preclude the poffibility of efty diftin- 
guifhing his form clearly* 

It was fix o’clock when I awoke, and 
my ftrength being now recruited, I was 
refolded once more to exert every poffible 
effort for effe&ing tny efcapa. I laboured 
ftill for about an hour with inexpfleffible 
difficulty through fnow and defts, when at 
length I reached the bed of a mountain 
torrent, as yet empty of water, and only in 
fome places filled up With fnow* I^Jpii- 
ritSi which before had every moment Men 
more and more deprefled, worn now on a 
ftsdden a* highly derated. « 1. hailed 
joyful harbinger of my . deliverance, 0A 
entered the channel in, foil confidence tnat 
Cum In milder weatherit conveyed the 
water to the plain* below, it would now 
convey the thither* , * 

» f wound very flowly down between 
towering traffics of rode* which we«f alten* 

nately 
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tutcly more fmooth or rugged according as 
the ftream rulhed over them with increafed 
or diminilhed force, till at length I once 
more heard the belle of the herds, and the fongs 
of the herdfmen. Never did the notes of 
the fweeteft mufic (It ike with fuch a charm 
on my ear, as did now thefe harfli tones, 
lince they removed in an inftant every linger* 
ing doubt remaining within me of my refto 
ration to mankind. A fmoke which I fdon 
after obferved afeending from amidft a fo* 
reft of pines, ferved as my guide for the 
reft of the way, and about eight o’clock in 
the evening I came to a SennbUttt at a 
cohfiderable diftance from that whence 
1 1 bad departed in the morning. . The 
herdfmert fancied at firft that they beheld 
an apparition, fo disfigured were all my fea- 
tures and lb wan my countenance : nor was 
Hit furprifing, after fourteen hours (pent 
in ‘fuch a toilfome expedition, without; 
any thing to fupport me except a fmall 
quantity of bread and wine. 

The honeft mountaineers made 4 a circle 
round the to hear my ftory, and evinced a 
fympathy for my fufteriugs, and an anxiety 
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to relieve them, which afle&ed me deeply. 
As I pointed out the way by which 1 
came down, they lhewed the moft expreffive 
figns of aftonifhment, and affured me that 
the country above bears a very ill character 
from the frightful precipices with Kfbich it 
abounds, ; and that it is never vifited by the 
chamois-hunters before Auguft, and. even 

t o not frequently. •» 

»uch, my dear Iionftetten* is the faithfu,l 
and unembelliihed narrative of; pay. laft 
Alpine ^curfion*.,;. „ JV . , • ^ 
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Lyons, February aofb, tfgti 

S vniftitiLJjAVD alone, my friend', could 
furntlh fuch pleafmg intelligence as your 
laft letter contained, How happy are you, 
in - the bofom ©f your Alps, which form 
an Unpenetrable barrier againft the tem- 
pefts that affail other countries, andinfure 
the abode of peace within their borders* 
though all the reft of Europe ftiould be en- 
veloped in flames. That country may in* 
deo<§;be laid to be blefled by the 1 hand of 
Nature, which unannoyed by the earth- 
quakes, tornados, plagues, and other de- 
feating calamities to which fo many parts 
globe are fubjc&, h&s - ■ ha ,■ .r^rinnal 
fcburge to apprehehd except W^r| fmc^Nis 
is one that may always he averted by a ire- 
folute determination to maintain ^peace. 
This it is hoped will be the fUsid relb- 
iutiott ofyouFcouptry, asthe only tjieans of 
preferving her political relations from being 

02 , violently 
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violently torn afunder, and partaking in 
thofe unheard-of convulfions that now agi- 
tate fo many of the European fyftems. 

Lyons is at prefent peihaps the only 
large town in France where it is poflible 
to live as quiet as at the folitary Valcircs. 
She Rill keeps herfelf free from feenes of 
horror, and her fhare in the progrefs of 
the revolution is not more important now 
than in the preceding years. The regu- 
lations for preferring the public peace are 
fo excellent, that all endeavours at vol- 
canifmg the town (to ufe a newly- coined 
eXprcflion) have hitherto been tmfuccefsful. 
Fbr the reft, the inhabitants, who with to 
live in peace, obferve every ritual and 
cofttime' of the revolution with the moft 
fcrupulous exa&nefs. Some wear, befides 
the national cocklde^'a trl- coloured ribbon 
fafteued to the button- hole, knd eventhb'fc 
young men Who were formerly the greateft 
macaronic* in their dreft, now wear brafa 
Ihbe- buckles, bCCaufe Lyons after the a* 
ample of many other town# carrried in 
*heJr ftlver as a patriotic Offering to the 
nation. 


It 
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It is curious to obferve how every 
thing, not only here, but in every put 
of the kingdom, is de la nation , and a 'la 
nation, A man who has for fomc time 
carried on the trade of “ Gleaning all pnjfible 
“ forts of Jl tiffs, from all poJJiUe forts of 
** fains" has now affuraed the title of 
Degraiffeur de la Nation. The owner of 
a houfe upon the, quay of Saint-CIair, over 
the entrance of which were placed heads 
in bas-relief of Henry the Fourth, the Due 
de Sully, Louis the Sixteenth, and the 
Count d* Artois, was lately compelled to 
take them dowt^phll at the H$trt de la 
Reinty the black i$km over the door has 
been {awed off at the place where the word 
Heine began, and inftead of it Nation in- 
ferihed on the wall with red brick. A 
hawker this day paraded through the 
fleets crying with i mqj(| hideous yell, 
w The true halftw. againf arfo^ratio hydro- 
“ phobia f and upon inquiring what this 
<neant, I found it was the title borne by 
one of th<^numberlefa revolutionary pam- 
phlets, whieh like ephemera come out in 
the morning and are conligned to eternal 

o 3 oblivion 
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oblivion before fun-fct. But a flill more 
linking thing than all, is an enormous* 
national cockade cemented upon the left 
knee of the ftatue of Louis the Fourteenth 
in the Place Ptllecour, • 

All this apparent compliance however on 
the part of the higher orders, does not feem 
to have the leaft real influence upon their 
fentiments ; on the contrary, the tone of 
relerve 'and forbearance lb confpicuous lad 
winter is now ftiikingly changed. The 
bolded dared not then venture farther than 
a cafual ftroke of light wounding irony, 
and even thefe were fluttered about vtiy 
cautioufly and fparingiy, but now they 
fcruple not to utter the mnft poignant 
farcafms j and many perlons, whom, at that 
time, they only configned to bedlam as 
fools, or tites cnragees t are now condemned 
to the lowed .deptbb of Gehenna, as tbe 
moft refined add dangerous of villains. Mi- 
rabeau in particular is become one cA the 
principal heroes of their daily animadvef* 
fions, skftd they relate ftories of him which 
Rlchardfon had too much refpie& for pro- 
bability to k have imputed even to his Love- 
lace, 
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lace. As a fpecimen I will give you an 
incident recoided of his marriage at Aix, 
and which, however extravagant, is far 
from being among thofe that throw the 
gicateft odium upon his character. 

A young woman of irreproachable cha- 
racter and heirefb to a family of large pro- 
perty and illuftrious rank, was betrothed 
to a man whom ihe tenderly loved. Mira- 
beau's avarice was inflamed with the idea 
of her fortune, and he refolved to fecure 
that, by getting her into his power, let it 
coft what it would* For this purpofe he 
corrupted her maid, and engaged her to 
let him into the young lady’s chamber one 
morning after the was rifen and gone out 
to take a walk. He then came to the 
window dr cited in his night-gown with 
his hair dUhevcilud, and feeing tome young 
|p«n of his acquaintance .fitting at the door 
of a coffee-houfe dire&ly oppoftfe, he fiift 
filmed them tpith lignifieant nods and 
.sviuks, and foon after went down and 
joined the party, telling .with the 

moll exultjpg felf-fatisfa&ion, that he had 

04 at 
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at laft fucceeded in vanquishing the prudery 
of that Lucretia at whofe window they had 
fee n him inhaling the frelh morning air* 
In a few hours the fcandalous chronicle 
fpread this eh Vice piece of intelligence all 
over the town, and the lady was confc- 
quently difhonoured in the public eye fine* 
appearances were fo mamfeftly againft her* 
At the fame time the worthlcfs maid con- 
ducted herfelf in furh a manner as to in- 
dicate that £he was charged with feme im- 
portant fecret, and thu* excited fufpicion 
in the lover and provoked him into enter- 
ing upon a llrift inveftigation of the affair, 
which ended in his convi&ion of his 
nuftrda’s infidelity. Mirahcau had thei»>, 
the affurance to come to the father and 
offer to repair his daughter’s honour and 
Wife her tp the rank of Countcfs of M|ra» > 
beau, provide^ be would exert all bis ij ^ 
fluence to detach her from her formet 
lover'; adding that he hoped her family 
would not be infenfiblc to fo great an in*** 
fiance of magnanimity on bis pan. The 
poor duped father confented to, all he de* 

fired, 
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fired, and thus the innocent young wotttaa 
was made the vi&im r of this moft deteftable 
intrigue. 

This ftoty, the 1 grofs improbability of 
which is Obvious at the firfi glance, was re- 
latedin a targe company, precifely aslhave 
now detailed it, by a perfon whoaffured 
us tha&he knew it to be a fad, for that he 
was.IS&felf. at Aix when the circutnfiahce 
happened:. ' His audience werie per$&Iy 
fatisfied with this aflurahce, nor did 'any 
o0M them appear to feefitate ftM a mo- 
ment in beiteVing tiie authenticity of die 


I have^ ssfentidm 

DSOiaor •.•^Kberti ';dii£' of the thdft $tl&| 
phyficians in this town, and a grrf bor, 
tanifi, who haa led mO to the ttudy $ 


p wa$ forme% '6Wh|i^* , loathe 

j§*% *4f m k*~ 

turf nmfyM -wg&i: ; . 

Forfter ftajbtmbf,”' AFlpfa fillltti** 


■fffftdgamitk ' pl’artt^ahd'' atv’the fame 


anienfis, 
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afiienfis, 'which he publifhed fome years 
ago, firft introduced Him into public notice ; 
and he has now acquired increafed reputa- 
tion by a new edition of an Introduction 
to Botany, ” defi^ned for the ufe of the 
Veterinary School here j which ufefiil work 
he Has enriched with fo many corrections 
andc&platlatory notes is alrooft arnAuntm 
fhemfelves to a volume. • With a#" ; acute 
Ipititf of Obfervation, ; and unwearied 26a! 
in the purfuit of his favourite brtoieh. of 
knowledge, he has vifited the Alps ;i of 
Switzerland and the Delfinat, and even pe- 
netrated into fome of the* vailieS among 
tfeePyrenees which have hitherto fcarcely 
heefn made objects of botanical rrefearch. 
His Herbarium confifts of more than thirty 
foliowolumes, tod is enriched with, a pum- 
her of Siberian todf Aftraeanefe"^ftti ! ^; r: Sof 
whicfr ^'0ade|^ ' to 

‘Ikiiadbtty and$i£“ 
intereft edne% ; attra^s ^tmiverfal efteem, 
Vnd ; ■ tallies ' whfej£ 1 he attta&M 
rcaptoitytfls^oo . kds v ihe 
and ' counfeBot' than thje ph^ficiati. 
c He 
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He lives in perfedt friendfhip anti harmony 
with Vitet, whofe tranlccndent fklll in the 
Veterinary art is well known to you, aud 
who next to Gilibert has the greateft prac- 
tice here in his medical capacity. The 
Lyons Academy of Sciences, of which Gili- 
bert, La Fouretic, and Rozier are mem- 
bers, is principally indebted to them for the 
diftinguifhed character it has gained by the 
able and judicious felection of its prize 
queftions*. 

My love for the antient works of art, 
which I owe very much to my acquaintance 
with the halls of antiques at Manheim, and to 
the Rudy of Winkeltrunn’s works, often de- 
tains me for hours together in the worfefhop 
of Chinardthe Statuary, who is Undoubtedly 

* Since the unfortunate town of Lyon's was taken by 
dte tipops of the Convention, 1 have been jn gteat mea- 
fure ignm ant of the fate of the truly 'excellent £)r,failihert. 
All I know is that he was ;for a time rbayor of Lyons, 
tyid was afterwards thrown into prtfoti; but that at length, 
1 by t the judicious difpenfetion of a confidtyflbie fum of 
money, he fuccetded in opening the doors his pri- 
fon and reaching g place of fccurity beyond the bor- 
ders. - A. > * 


the 
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the firft artift iu Lyons*. Ilis fublimc 
and fertile imagination is inexhauftible, 
and his defigns are no lefs admirable for 
their limplicity than originality} he is pe- 
culiarly happy in hid allegorical ideas. 
The Genius of the Antient Arts appeared to 
him at Rome, and pointed out a path 
by which to arrive the neat eft to the per- 
fo&ion of the Anticnts j-H;ben, like Mi- 
chad Angelo, would he ftand whole days 
contemplating the Hercules, and hang with 
glowing cnthuiiaftn over the Apollo and 
Laocoou, till he ieemed to catch from 
them ele&ric fparksof that genius which 
animated the ardfts to whom they owed 
their exiftence. His groupe of Perfeus 
and Andromeda, the model of which he 
ihewed me, even then obtained the acade- 
mical priae at Home, and was afterwards 
placed in the Oapitdline Mufeum. - He 
has lately fimlhed a bas-relief in white 

* Ctunfrti im^afterwaids appointed to the rank of 
eapeafn In ahr meionaJ guards, which left him fcarrely a 
moment fix the purfmt of his bulmefs } he went again to 
Rome In the year 179*, where he is &id to have pentbed 
m 1 tumult. A- 

marble, 
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marble, reprefenting Cupid and Pfyche em- 
bracing ; Scarcely can I imagine it poffibie, 
that even inGreece during the moft fiou- 
rifhing epOcha of the art», this charming 
defign could have been more happily exe- 
cuted. 1 


At prefent Chinard is employed in a 
marble groupe with which an opulentmer- 
chant intends to furpri fe his wife as a pre- 
fent anther ibirthrday . He vgas 

to introduce father, mother, and, ion into 
the : -sfameipiece, but fkfc choice, fome 
htftorieaior mythological fuhje£t, futted to 
the purpcdc^ was left entirely to feia own 
tafte, and Lthlnk he has adoptcd an fKr 
tremely happy one. The idea istakenfiroin 
the Adventures of Telemaebns; the inor 
ther, as Minerva, is turning ft way the 


Cupid <<*$$. aiming 1 4* the 
of Tdettvachasi"' whhi dal* thii hkenefa 
, w the £b% Hat 


'Upon 


t^ Ulyfles, is' rtprefented ■ upon 

a; th£\. ground, :;, ¥«iuf: the 

TheHfcenefs of tbfe three 
figures isfaid to be finking; Chinard is 
indeed generally very happy in his like* 

nefies, 
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nefles, as appears by the buft of the cele* 
brated G retry, and the ftatue of a boy of 
eight years old, in the fetnblance of a 
zephyr breathing bn a rofe. 

To lusr greait profeffional talents, this 
worthy artift unites extenfive knowledge 
in ! antient and modern hrftory, and his 
tafftewas formed even in his early youth 
by' reading the beft poets of his , nation. 
He iS paflionately fond ! ©f the Travels of 
Anacharhs, which he has juft finished for 
the fourth' time, "and which he declaims 
it’is his intention to keep conftantly in read*' 
iiig as long as he live's. Far from con- 
fhfering himfeif as alfeady near 'the goal 
he il atobitious of reaching,' he- on the 
cohtrtay , ‘rcgards* his learner asfcarcely yet 
beguh, fbr his ideas' of perfection foar tot 
i&fth • m^i%h$ Vof the. wbtlsa'' ^ 
has%il»## ;: lSluted;'%e by any trim if 
fatisfidlt ' he feefe'' npoli them only 
ill^lh's^i^t of- ptevidusf^ekercifes, neci^' v 
( ' "thfiboghf'* 'fbt thfe - attai'A-' 
.i&ftllof Ihat . exceftenc^-^ir .--.which' 7 he 

' 1 '' ‘ ' * : ' ’ 
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Lyons, March 15, tygr. 
t return you Gray’s Letters, which do 
'*■ equal honour to him and to yourfelf : 
there reigns throughout a manlinefs of 
fentiment^ a ftrength of expreffion, and. a 
beauty of language,- which in my opinion 
would have ; ranked them among the firft in 
Mafon’s collection .. if you had not refuted 


them to lais folicitatioqsv .1 have fele&ed 
the raoft interefting parts, and inferted 
them in tips , notes to my Stanzas on the 
Leman Lake, in which Gray is intro- 


duced *. Lam delighted at difplaying this 
apemorial of your friendihip with one of 
ntfoft charming % country 

he has fo m^y'.ad'j^l^s^and .where 
every one iV w^^j^^gr,: tafte % felgliih 
.Ig^try. kopw^.!||^.' •* tkfi Country 


: ' : Ckurt;h-yu£tl sd^l^; hy heart. 



* For the of tfe_ftari*as here mentioned 

thetefOeteefs of Gray's, far thf 
Appendix. T '■ >' 

ibme 
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iome things which he fays of you In thefe 
Letters do you more honour than an 
eulogium from Thomas or d’Alembert. 
Gray’s knowledge in natural hifiory, and 
particularly in entomology, was till now 
unknown tome: what would I not give 
for a fight'of the copy of Linnsms enriched 
with his notes. 

Scarcely any poet fince Perftushas ac- 
quired fo much celebrity through fo fmall 
a number of verfes as Gray: but he, with 
lefs than a hundred pages, travels much 
more fecurely on the road to immortality, 
than the Polygraph of Forney with his, 
feventy volumes . ''V •••' . •• # 

In a fhort time, but the day of my jour- 
ney is not yet fixed* I look forwards to a 
re-union with nay trueft friend^ and to 
beholding againthat dear fpot of'earth'fQjt 
which 'I hopi'^lblhe-J^aae Or other to %£& 
l»yfe$ a'-. fom ' the 

ftreams oCLaya^and ; fh|ii&ers of afhcs Mt 
fc&fc • ':poj^e^%^anoes, I 'wiS 
■Ijve only to matque^td tj^.mufes; and to 
wffeqdjEhip. • Me t&mfum 
awA. rUety ' VaUet ,; V*'v , * 
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FromtheMjiJnaftery of the Grand SaintBer- 
• nard,Juiy€tli ? .i|^i*„ , 

T o this higheft inhabited fpot of the 
^ancient world I came on foot, and 
ftc<?pmp|irKie4 qnly by my dog. . _ Whijf the 
Chanoinqs read the Moniteur, the la|| JSfumT 
ber of wbjj^h I birbug|»|^ith / jaa^,8S. l nay 
trayeljing.g^dy, 

Bonftetten^lthpugh, I do;p^knpw when, 
y <$ by what means yp» . ywll eeqeiyje this 
letter. m ., t, it; .by, an’.. 


but thefe haughty. pet^aj^ ; Ijuefe, 

j '! M .. Jv' r m 1 - ... >!■♦«■*:. _ {? i • » 


the fervile 

^acreon^pi^^i^ 


which 


, ~ i 0*Fp . wimp- g ■■ r 


■ k ''M 0* 




nailery* 
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nailery, for the firft opportunity of con- 
veyance to Martinach. 

After a very toilfome day’s journey, 
through great heat, and over many a tedious 
feill, I at length reached the village of Saint 
Peter, the laft in the Valais, yefterday at 
fix in the evening. While a ragout of 
Marmot was preparing for me, I went 
to fee the fall of j>fonfle, which, t© the 
bell of my knowledge, no traveler has yet 
circumftamially defcribed, tholigh it cer- 
tainly is one of the grandefl waterfalls in 
Helvetian The furroOnding country, from 


its rude fublknity, reminded me of one <?f 
the wjldeft land^ipea ;; of Salvator- Rcfe, 
where a vail torrent confined between two 
rocks rolhes down i^fo a gulpli, and where, 
ns here, , ’Oyerbl^ieig foallerdf ftone, fecyij* 
readys'l'^hv^'km^fe^^rafo, to 
it. ■. The from the 



0:0&®&TQm Ice-. 

. Life ; ■ 
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Peter to the monaftery is a journey of 
three hours; not far from the village I 
was extremely ftruck with a rock which 
rifes like an obeliflc, from amid the dark 
waters of the roaring Dranfle, and on the 
fide of which the beautiful rhododendron 
fcrrugineum, then in full flower, grew in un- 
common abundance ; a crofs, which crowns 
its rounded fhmmit, completed the romantic 
appearance Of the ftene. A few fteps far- 
ther I faw a beautiful butterfly,! believe 
theApoll$ fitting acaults^ 
to which • aininaail feemed 
gf pay' ^iW^fe^h.|ratoghtr%- im- 
pitfled Ibvely gem. •' 

The peifedfy wild 

- and trees 

l^rere 'W i ’be , -fee^^'' , all was loft be- 

MMlf bhUa'dfefi^ ' IhO&f 1 and no 


JfflJljQftf boundleft 
W was to be h 


of the 
ifileat- 


ceafed,jpi«p 

* , » T '' W flik >' ' 
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rvotlersfiicceed 
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but the awful thunder of the rolling 
Lattwine*. It is in the midft of this fright- 
ful folitude that travellers are fo often over- 
whelmed beneath thefe tremendous tnaifes, 
or benumbed in fnow fhawer?, and through 
the benevolence of the Chandines of Saint 
Bernard, affifted by their dogs and found- 
ing poles, refeued from fuch a Rate of 
deftru&ion, and reftored again to life. 

The perpetual finking in the fnow fa- 
tigued me fo much, that I began to hefitote 
whether I mufl not fit down and reft my- 
felf, when I heard the great bell of the 
monaftery, the found of which, pouring 
with a flow and hollow clang through 
a wild rocky chafm, had an inexpreflibly 
folemn effed: the convi&ion it afforded 
inc, however, that I was near the end of my 
toils jiiftantaneouflyjenewed my ftrengtfh 
and I pufhed on eagerly, when I foon 
beheld the edifice itfelf, high above me in 
the deep blue atmofjihdre, at the edge of a 

* y 

* H* UiSthlldi nuufin of fiimv that fill at timet from 
thp A ! i« k fcnotfn in other parts hy the name of tire 
Avalanche. T* 

rugged 
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rugged rock. To ah eye accuftomed 
to 1 beholding the habitations of man fur- 
rounded by*' gardens, meadows,, rivulet?, 
and gloves, the - fight of a large and te- 
gular pile oT building fituated in the midft 
of this wilder nefs on a gigantic eminence, 
with «oloud^ foiling at i its fdot, and en- 
compafled only by beds -of ice and fnow 


ftr etching* iluotigh a ; bdundleft labyrinth of 
rugged yaie# and gdlh?# in mournful im- 
mutability, iwas. tth^feflSveii,- In this 
eMlihgv "Ipgfoh^ j hundred 


and level of 

! f«a» ■ beyer-ceiftag 

■jWmtri- ■ ..the'ytoonth 


of Auguft 
above the &£fpj 


i|pn.^|ieter' S r*irely?ftands 

bike 

the - mo- 


: ■; rno 


^ii|4;^and 

the 'Chkdtin^&SiiiiSrp &fe£fr , 'Veicieived 


f&t l»md t f\ 


.> ji^bidsa’Aetr cn- 

tl^Mtfii^'dtt^to ^t^ldrtgifitty^itay with them 


p 3 ■"■’■ at 
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at my own pleafure. Their dining-room 
is large, not furniflied fplendidly, but with 
tafte ; and wbat is better than ornamental 
paintings, fparkling lucres, and mirrors 
that almoft cover the walls, perfect neat- 
nefs reigns in every part of their eftablilh- 
ment. Among the Chanoines l found 
fome whofc manners and converfation, 
befpoke them perfons of refined education, 
and I experienced greet pleafure in their 
company, exclusive of, the gratification I 
felt from the accompjiihment of one of my 
moll favourite withes, Long, very long, 
have 1 been defirous of becoming pcrfonaUy 
acquainted with a focaety, the benevolence 
of whole inftituuon has, always been the 
fubjeft of my warroeft veneration, and 
almoft all of whofe members have deferve^ 
civic crowns. With whet an heroic in* 
erifice of thq prime enjoyments of life, 
particularly of the. fwqtf^<$aQtment of 
female foeiety* which 4#^fiwTuch tranr 
feendent bldfimss oves! the days of mortals, 
dp, thefe mpo, in one of moft in- 
hofpitabk corners of the earth, cold and 
unfriendly as the foggy regions of Green- 
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land, devote themfelves to exercifmg the 
rooft iacred duties of humanity. , Gra- 
tuitoufly, and without diftiodion of rank 
or religion, the wearied * tra veller is here 
lodged and fed j the difeafed are njar, fed with 
the tendered dare, and the benumbed 
wanderer is {hatched from ’"th§£ horrors of 
impending fate. '•> _ 

* In the- •yery £ea£oos,> as often 

as it fnows o^l^ 4 wi^hiir is foggy, fome 
of ■ t^efiS'.f'bepuev.oldht' go forth with 
h$0g ' I” sejteellent 


has funk ' ' of the. falUnjg 

' fnow in 


(dinghy fhe 


reply foever 
rhdver fail 


‘ iIkown‘ to all 
. p 4 .Europe, 
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Europe, but no one could give me an 


account what number have thus had the 
gift of life conferred oh them .a' feebnd 
time. • »«’ V 


1 Yet notwithftandihg all the care and 
attention of- thde real friends of man* 


kind, and fbeir faithful dogs* fcareely a 
year pafles, but as the fnoiv melts away 
in Tummer*. th^ deiMi^bddies : ^ travellers 
are difcdVered,. their 

homes and. ail :i&tv^t' 4 ear!Vfo v -- ; ^m,' 
have jpferMied un* 
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frozen region no exanimate body moulders, 
but only gradually flirivels and titles away, 
fo the features in the face remain undif* 
figured for a confidcrable length of time, 
and feme have even been recognized by 
friends and relations after having lain here 
for two or three years* The bodies arc 
not difpofed one over the other, but arc 
all placed upright, and each frefit corpfe 
leans its head on the bread of the former : 
this difpofition has fomething familiar in it, 
and gives them the fembjance of being 
united only in a general flumber* ' Four 
rows of thefc flutnberers already reft here, 
from the faces and bands of many of whom 
the palls hate Hipped off andf left them un- 
covered : thefe have all a perfect mummy- 
lib appearance, . • 

In this chilling region, where fire-wood 
iramong the firft neeeffaries of life,’ and 
where an incredible, quantity is confirmed, 
it muft alf be brought by mules up a ftcep 
and rugged road .which is not ifiable for 
above two months in the year. 
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Six o’clock in the evening. 

These Chanolnes appear to live together 
In great harmcny j thentmoft cheerfulnefs 


prefides at their table, and their behaviour 
to each other II likethat of brethren. The 
Monitfeur, Which they had read, occafioh- 
ed them to aflfc folne political queftion3 
that conv|tic^ ^’rl&y^had'; a 'Very im- 
perfe&idea of thf^lat^'^eht^eh^ea in the 
world, and Viewed tfi/ffillkaty’iid lira -deep' 
twilight. Of t^ip ; fe- 
tidly hsid coll^ed fhine 

cOafufed and 'dark 


Indeed 

theinlel^a v ' 4 ex^|fii^^ 
ploy - their time in ,cprisparing a 

'0MM ’Mtm daily 

:/ jk ':S*L 


v aui 

ifcr per- 
* devoted 



K+ 


tions m 

juarr 

j ^ ^ 










?> 

- *lfo ftu<Jy 
ancient 
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ancient literature with great induftry j but 
the moment that fullering humanity calls 
for their aid, they leave every other occu- 
pation, and haften to their pofts with mi- 
litary punctuality. 

No fponer had they learnt of what 
country I waa a native, than r they began 
to jialk of the Gtf^t, jvho con- 
tinued frpm that only fu(bje£k, of 

our convei;fatinn,„' .Choifi^l GJouffier- cpulck 
hardly be ntpre , aftopi^i^ when a monk 
oTlhe llfe of Pa|fno|}|tpu|^ of him shopt 

>ws ’ 

years 

»«o % ■ 

amd .of 


Mtfi' [ ■ 1 * i> • 1 

i 1 

'<^od, 

from yrjfc^lhjhe t &ll .Ippfe® of Motts 






U P 

. * ■ ”, various 
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various partsarhong the ruins of this tem- 
ple, and particularly a quantity of cbpper- 
platcs covered with votive tablets, which, as 
Satiflure mgeruoUdy remarks, clearly proves 
that the Romans, confidered the paflage 
. over this fountain as ,* veijr dangerous. 
Not far front the ntionaftery I gathered the 
irfzaka pHcUmbens ofr alittlepatch of tutf 
-which' grew u'juler ibelKelter of « projea- 
•lag crag. ■ w.*.. 1 . • 

* I Was too’ mibh^ffrtigbe , d’: ;: t^ ; t'Ubtkrtake 
the arddbus talk ^bf v|fiMfig the MiiWjr-fottk, 
thorigh it .is 


uf 


that, aCCordit 


. „ 11 „ ‘35 

$T^efiWj;aj» .Slteldfsw is 

fbe hfi^tteff' 
been able « 

fofc .'j^hs^menon 

thick ■/£. 



a; truly 
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a truly lamentable reflexion, that, the breed 
of thefe noble animals, which like that of 
the Arabian horfes had been -fa long pre- 
ferved uucontaminated, muft be now, if not 
extinguished, at leaft degenerated. ‘ 

My catalogue of plants collected in this 
journey is already pretty conhderablej the 
Aretia and Diapenfia have* however, for this 
time dcaped me, becaufethcy bloom only 
on the fummlts of hills, to Which, for want 
of timei I ' could not akend j but I am 
, aqvr certain of findingf ilb .a foreft above 
TSfammcki ^the.,: I4ft^0^ihrealis t which 

rib, but, 'in; vain on the 
fa$ne fpot % gs fftfcll; ; 0 & er § % 

The Valaifsh in geom||i true ^r$dt fp? 
,d&»«bofe#|ftii s ',f ad ^hia^country 

tha|'v Ha^lgtffi ^Jit^nif.r'^^iere ; always 
crt^iaffid^ith the iskheft harye^v V..; 

.^mahjfdad^irt 
overwj^s^i^it^. the 

, lions i^(t$0Nlpg a cla^fw^ing^. who, 

* T^iAk^a-hrealir mafv iSS h^liiWhd iif great 
aWy§ance In-i^GT^i^iiiov far Mila. - As". 

7 . • ''while 
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while they retain the human form, though 
diftorted into the mod hateful caricature, 
yet in point of intelleft fed! far below the 
tn^aned gradation of brutes : youwill 
eafily imagine that I mean the Cretins. 
In the courfe of this expedition I faw one 
about thirty y ears bid, who had not animal 
inftindt fufHcieht to feed himfelf ; his goitre 
was one of the mod enormous I ever be- 
held j his eyOsVrere uncommonly fmall, 
and remained uniformly fixed In the fame 
unmeaning ftare, and hirvoice, which how- 
ever Is but feldom heardj was a dull moan. 


? out andeip 
sftfcetehe<f%t 
life, dll hi is 
Another, of 


.• In fine wead^lhijis : 5 

In the 

his 


a' ‘.me » |W8b 

at Aiglet'at^hUagei'^hliie yoard, in whofe 
whole body thpre w^jfep apertufre ; exempt-- 

Srtg the 'jmodfbl 

Cop#,. whb ; cdthtt»unicated“|i;id''s^uair^ 

<dsfe|yfe<ma' which bn? 
miferable^Miig^ never 
bodf^ peied** ; '^aujr v> motion la.; him but 
when' g^t th^t ^ottioh of nour- 

rifhment 


..•hoe '' 1 
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rifhment which muft neceffarily be dis- 
charged. 

Few families in the Valais live without 
Cretins, but they are feldom in fo very 
deplorable a fituation a9 thefe, who certainly 
rank lower in the fcale of exiftence than an 
oyfter or a polypus. Some are capable of 
being employed in fetching wood and 
water, and others have even fenfe enough 
to make themfelves intelligible by figns ; 
but the glaring grin of Idiocy, and the hi- 
deoufhefs of features, to be equalled only by 
the Bafchkirs ; and people of Petfchory, is 
1'iyiitnon’to a (very remark- 

able circunlftance that#omen of other parts 
have been known to brtfjg Cretins into the 
...world merely* .ftoib -^jthding fome; weeks 
Ha the Vahas dnringtheirpregnancy. 
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Lyons, 21ft December 1791. 
T>at& has long been twilling, up a fkein 
fo dreadfully entangled, that we per- 
haps may n£vex live to fee it unravelled. 
The mark at Which the people aim is Hill a 
fhadow which fhifts its form every moment, 
and the Jegiflators, amid childilh bickerings, 
often lofe fight of France and its concerns for 
a ; ,w^ek,toge^ber W ; ijbcy popular party has : $| 
ftrikingly increajfed ||t l>yphs withm the t|ft 
year, that the ariftocratfc re-a&ion, which 
at firft ( feemed. iflfcfc that .might 
hear ^ 

politicians of both * paipW are agreed that 
feme Mghtfu^'Wxplpl^l^ aw^^tl^^idipg- 
do©j'" : wh«W)ce' W nfcW order g ^p; : feiags , ifc'ii)j$l 


;! *The hypofeefe^ which , ea,^%cfee tere&s 
• re-orgaaixigoii, of 

'*oqpfe,. ,^ftv,’’|fW^«d,,.y*ccordi^ * to .’ f . the 
'"""■ ' : - v 1 ' Vw ' wi£bes 
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wilhes and interefts of the individual by 
whom they are formed ; and the vifions on 
the future ftate of France are in this refpedt 
like the vifions on the ftate of man after 
death* in their fpeculations upon which, the 
philofopher interweaves his metaphyfics, 
and the poet his poetical rhapfodies. An 
anecdote of an archbifhop and his nephew 
Will not here be mal-a-propos : they were 
taking an evening’s walk together, when 
they fell into a difpute about the fpots in 
thfe moon ; “ I fee a (hepherdefs fitting 
“ under a tree very clearly*’* faid the 
-|pung man, eagerly while the uncle 
Ijpfefitively averted that he could no lefs 
plainly diftittguifti the tower of a cathedral 
church.; ' ? • 'v 

: ‘j' The moft dangerous enemy which France* 
has to dread, is ^ egotifm of her own de- 
magogues. '- f *' 

* Some weeks ago : '3[ went in a little boat’ 
down the l&hone to Vienne, the famous 
Colona Vtenenjis of the Romans, r This fhort 
fexcuffioti included fo li$le worthy of no- 
tice, that I (hould probably have -palled it 
over in (Hence, bad I fibrin the courfe 

of 
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of it feen one of the moft interefting mo- 
numental infcriptions that has ever fallen' 
under my obfervatiorn Tn the cathedral^ ^ 
venerable Gothic ftra&ure, oh the united 
tomb of two friends are infcribed the 
vtords 

Mens una. Cinis Units. 

Two other euriofities at Vienne, are a 
well-preferved Prsetorium, which is faid to 
referable in form the famous temple of 
Nifmes, and an old monument in a com- 
mon field, fome hundred paces from the 
town, which hae occafioned the Antiquarians 
many an anxious hour. It is formed ,©t 
large pyramids of free-ftone, and refts on 
four pillars United together by arches, but 
.unfortunately has no ihfcriptiftn/ What then 
remained for thefe gentlemen t In the firft 
place they went over evely road, beaten and 
Unbeaten, to finddut what defti nationthismo- 
numetit probably had not ; then endeavoured 
irrefutably to prove by arguments carefully 
drawn froifi tith ancients, that we could by 
no pof&ble mteartshave arrived at the know- 
ledge bf its deftinktion, even if it had for- 

. ' tunately 
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ttiriately Been furnHhed with an infcrip- 
tion j and laftly, to clofe the fubjedt ora- 
cularly, they pronounced that it mtift 
have been the 'monument of fome itluftrxous 
Roman, T*his Was indeed moving the 
ocean to drown a fly. 

Larive has lately played four of his 
favourite chara&ers here j the Cid, Orof- 
tnan, Tancred, and PhUo&etes. This fa- 
voured pupil of Le KainVis fo much in- 
debted to Nature/ that wants very, little 

fupport from Art, to rea^i a height of th©- 
Meaf' e^ceBStt. viftijich, wili’i^mre him the 


&fekt place in thoannalyof the French flags 
to his immortal Rafter. His voice is fo 
full-toiied ' that it gave me the 

. be ^ 8 > and 

2a^, that;;* think 

.VHi* ■VV*'*'*;-,.;,. fi - >'■ ■ - , 

it muft fatisfy even the moft fevers and 


it muft faja^fy '’0yep the /ittijjft icvere and 
ftubhor|t';!c|idc v j|ijdied. the ^uv> 


}jj£ yeiy''minuteft 
^ading^' a^^liia ^a|. jj&le 

of tljat afFe<£& ..thea§^d\. iafcline1fs. r that 

a 

*Ja4?e ^i'elaiid 

• # : j) i « ■ sKprefleg' 
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exprefles himfelf, would be obvious*, and 
command refped even under a drapery of 
fackcloth. 

. The charader of Philodetes is undoubt- 
edly Larive’s m after-piece : but this could 
fcarcely be otherwife, fmce it was written 
exprefsly for him, and from the moil atten- 
tive ftudy of his talents and ftile of ading. 
Few theatrical performances ever affeded 
roe more deeply than this ; indeed the fixa- 
tion of the hero, left, in^ fo helplefs a ftate 
on the defert Chores of Lemnos, is one of 


the moft intqrefting fumiihed by the record#, 
of antiquity. Th^..<^anme^vin which 
live, in this charter, ftc^s withbikwound&d 


foot, as hedrags himfe|f along, to, a neigh- 
bouring f |prih’|,tp fetpt old rufty 

helmet, Us afejne tears from 


every teeiiag^fieai**' pity, however, ' 
tliat.,th,f ? gr^%^m,!P^ < fj t f the ? Greek' Phi- 
lodetes is fotpuch lofrjhi the’ French imx- 
ta%n ? ; jtotwith ttan ding .that ', it is among 

In Tancj^di I felt particulariy eager for 
~ “ the hero, on his return 


that 


e jn 
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to his native country, after a long abfence, 
breaks out, 

*' A torn let c 1 urs blcn net , que la patrie eft chert ” 

Le Kiin, in the performance of this 
character, ufed to remain fdent for fome 
moments after h* entrance, as if wholly 
abfoibcd in contemplating the objedts which 
called back to his recolledtion the days of 
his youth, and then to give vent to his feel- 
ings in the words ajjfove quoted, which 
feemed to rufh on his mind at the fame 
moment. Larivc, on the contrary, began 
bis monologue immediately at his appear- 
ance on the ftage, which, in my opinion, 
rendered the effedt lefs impreflivc. In 
Orofman too, in that celebrated pallage, 
“ Zairey vous pleurez” always eagerly ex- 
pedited by the audience, and with which Le 
Kain always tranfporttd them, I thought 
Lari ve’s manner much too cold. Thofe parts 
which require a glow of feeling, are always 
bis wcakeft, fince that is a gift with which 
be is not widowed by Nature, In the Cid 
be was particularly happy in bis recital of 
the battle. 


It 
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It is vexatious to fee how prevalent the 
practice lias become of modernising the 
ancient Corneille. Itillcad of his ftrong, 
tough- toned verfes, weak melodious ones 
are fubftituted, and his old and expreftive 
Words are difearded to make way for new 
ones not half fo forcible j thus a great part 
of the genuine currency of Corneille, 
which bore the real ftatnp of his genius, is 
ground away to mere filc*duft. At Duf- 
fcldorf I faw a painting by Rubens, in 
which the foot of one of the figures far ex- 
ceeded the juft proportions j that was un- 
doubtedly a great fault, but 1 would not 
have thanked any inferior painter for at- 
tempting to correct ft. Why the French 
do not eudeavour to bring* their old word 
invtiinctti which occurs in the Cid, again 
intocirculatlon, is the lefs to be imagined, 
as the language has no other adjective 
which cau exprCft the invMus of the Ro- 
mans. ^ 

Reftier ft jtiftly eftcemed pne of the 
greateft comedians in France, but on ac- 
count of hi# great age, he now very fel- 

dom 
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dom plays. No a£tor ever entered fo 
deeply into Moliere’s lpirijt, and with him 
probably the real characters intended by 
that Author will be loft to the ftage. He 
excels principally in Le Tartuffe, L’A- 
vare, and Le Malade Xrtiaginaire. So 
decided is his attachment to Lyons, that 
he has invariably refufed the offers 
made him by the Paris managers, though 
they have been both numerous and ad- 
vantageous, 

Votney has been here fome days. He is 
on his way to Corfica, whither he is going, 
Oommiffioned by the government, tofurvey 
the numerous waftes with which that 
ifland • abounds, and arrange fuch plans 
as he {half judge proper for tbeir culti- 
vation. I have feeh him feveral times ; he 
appears not much turned of thirty, has 
a fine and attractive Countenance, and in 
his manners reigns all the appropriate ur- 
banity of the Paris Literati. A new work 
of his is juft come from the prefs, under 
the title of Les contains poli- 

tical and philo&phical reflexions upon the 

<L4 Con- 
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Conflitutions and Revolutions of States and 
Empires, made in the chara&er of a philo- 
fopher fitting amid the ruins of Palmyra, 

I have as yet read very little farther than the 
introdu&ory chapter, and can therefore 
only lay that the bordering difplays tafte 
and originality. I dined with him yefter- 

day at a large party at Monfieur F ’s. 

Before his arrival the company were all 
pleafing themfelves with the idea of the 
interefting details they fhould hear from 
the celebrated man who had fcen the Py- 
ramids, the Nile, and the ruins of Palmyra; 
but during the whple day ; :Y°h>ey talked 
only of the National Constituent Affembly, 
of which he was a member, apd of the 
neceffity of, cultivating, waftes which 
had been hitherto negle&ed, becauie 
there appeared :gre;at , reafon to exped, 
that all the European colonies in the 
other Hemifpherc, would iu a fliort time 
follow tho example of tliofe which! 
had , beloitgCfl , to Great Britain, and, Im- 
peding from their pother- countries ere& 
|hepafe|ve$ ilttQ; Independent Rates. I 

thought 
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thought immediately of Brafil, that gi- 
gantic branch ©£ a dwarf trunk, from 
which it is incomprehenfible that it has 
not long ago fallen off thrpugh its own 
weight. ' 
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Avignon, t8<h March 179s. 
QtNcE my departure from Lyons, my dear 
^ Bonftetten, I have never remained fta- 
tionary a fuffiojent time to admit of my 
writing ; and theprefent is the firft hour of 
refpiration during my travels in South 
France which I could devote to you exclu* 
fively. ■ ■ . 4 • > ••• • '«$# 

I have nothing very particular to relate of 
my aquatic journey^fi-pm -Lyons to Avig* 
non j the company ia the |»cket was nu- 
merous, and as'-ufudlr-^ry^^tedi' : I made 
an acqmintaqee with two gentlemen whofe 
appearance pleafed^ me;:> much* -one was 
Monfieiir •fota^erly-" any officer 

in the I&jfi Avig* 

•nbn in quefll<#a'^bi'|n th#ifc$*Sifent of La* 
match, whomMhfe had tore*- feen for fourteen 
years: theidthe#' a Count Tilly , 1 who 

was plrefeht 4 ^! th® ’fiege of Gibraltar, and 
has fineercfided for a long time in Cdrftca. 

; The 
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The latter Ihewed corifiderable knowledge 
and a refined tafte : we read together in 
Horace, and in Hume’s Hiftory of Eng* 
land, the firft volume of which I had with 
me : I am always charmed with the warmth 
and juftice of that author’s fentiments, and 
often aftonifhed at the novelty and inge- 
nuity of his obfervatiofis. # Thus employ- 
ed, the {bores flew byy imperceptibly, 
for the mind , 1 when amufed, finksinto a 
gradual infenfibility to external objects. 

To attempt the defcription of fcenery is 
epmmonly a than kiefs labour, becaufe the 
pagination, .of f rgedefc 1 &rhoft always 

fubftitu^es a fep ^pMure 5 ‘ without this 
conviction h^d 5 peirhaps endeavoured to 
{ketch fome/i;e^”,*he;^^artefqa,C v views near 
Viviers*. • • . are 'inter- 
changed. w-al -and 

the rui®|, : ^ ^Vtppfaiiv Ktfigbt*a 

• i^er^ig^'^wg^pl v - ’ 

. Monfie^i^unay, :wp fefcmed to poflefs 
a. heart : fqjf-of ■ • over- 

powCred* '.and 

wiihed the lhip ; the- ■ 1 pnga#f ■ the ' ftormy 
winds. ■ Yet 119 other id^ bttt thafc of tfie 

child 





LETTER XX. 


child of four years" old finding on him at 
his departure appeared to reign in his 
.mind ; he could not by any means figure ' 
to himfeif that child as a youth of 
eighteen. v , 

Yefterday towards noon we arrived at 
.Avignon; aswe landed .we faw three offi- 
cers of. the regiment of Lamarck walking 
under fomfe trees, : ope of. whom appeared 
very young. “If thisihould bpmy fon 1” 
cried the anxious father, and turning im- 
mediately to the, three officers, “ May I be 
“ permitted to afk, gentlemen,” faid he, “if 
J* you kpow f the i^pin^yde^auriay . 
,<* Mo$, afwpi^cd .the" 

y ou pg ; W n ; vfrx : ,perfon.” 
.Thie fathf &•, ' .in 

his arms, claiming, •„'& My •.*40*' 1 ” A " 


h>ng as. Ip^et^ this fine 

■• In w$ Jtdj^d^'two fights. 


have feeon|/''# _ Saint, 

depart- 

!' ■ *• , ^ beV ? £ 


,the. 

I 
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baggage to convey it to the inn. My light 
cloak-bag, which I could have carried oft 
my finger, was feteed by two ftrong porters, 
who each poffeffed thfemfelves of a ft rap, 
and proceeded flowly from the fliore as if 
ready to fink under their burthen. The 
divifion of Count Tilly’s baggage went fo 
far, that his military fword was feparated 
from its belt* andeach borne off by a dif- 
ferent porter. : * 

At AvignOtt We entered the Hotel of 
Saint Omer, juft as the company, which 
"Cpnfifted principally of officers, were fitting 
to tabled One of them related, with 
the lame lndiffe^t^e v that|he would have 
talked about;the Weather, the conflict which 
had ' the regi- 

ments of Lamarck and 'Bourgogne, t where- 
in Teveral-'inen'':^^ both fides. 

We went after-dinner tn ('flak place where 
’the., vhiid* faw 'the 

bodies of tfiltoii. ftill -|piing ; th£re expofed 
to public view;' |»eb|df Teemed al- 
ready fo much ''ac'chftc^tii^.tb'' like fcenes, 
that they no longer aAy inipreflion 

upon them, fmce raoft of them puffed on. 

* altnoft 
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altnoft without glancing upon this horrid 
fpe<5fcacle. The conteft ardfe from a difcb- 
verymade by fome foldiers of the regiment 
0f Bourgogne, that thofc of Lamarck coti- 
fifted merely of hired ariftoCrats. 

We Went up to the caftle where a fhort 
time fince Joordaii’s rabble * perpetrated 
thofe deeds of horror, Which are unpa- 
ralleled in add itia to be hoped 

will ever remain ib. : The enormous halls, 
where, under the effeminate Pope Cletnent 
the Sixth* nothing but fobgs of Jubilee 
and the voice of lUxi®riotiS banqueting^ 
efehoed . 

vicegerent • of ‘^Itf^ownj' 

together- •With tfeh kfejif . af the 


feet, of th^r 4 ’ ’’ 
were of 



danian 
diom -of 









not beiconfufed 



they aW{&&ttS'of a very different defeription. 
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of this town who was an eye-witnefs of 
many of thefe Shocking fcenes, and whom 
I believe to be a perfon of ftrid credibility, 
related circumftances which made me £hud- 
der with horror. The victims deftined to 
deftrudion, were, with refined^ cruelty, kept 
in tortures for a whol? day,amid cannibal 
exultations, and at laft thrown alive into 
ice-cellars. 4 mother daughter of 

twelve years old, firft ilktreated in the 
mod brutal manner before her eyes, then 
mutilated of both her hands, and feet, and 
down a precipice. Immediately after, 
4# was h^tf fetzed, ahh^ and mutilated 
With Uhfe Jbruti^i: i ip;' i |^-..iinited ti with 
the i d^ad.^yi?^ wa$ luppof^J, of her 
d*ughi|ft : 4M*v' that neither 

were (p- &>$' tjb^r fufferings, 

for both ' were' alive , , out 

of, .the with others 

plices, tt : 5WieS'<:V^!rirought''':o*Bt'', from' 
this •' general gj^ye^?a^;;|^efred Separately 
with great ' 

-r ■ v w tioa , 
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lion of thefe obfequies given in the Mont-* 
Jteur, you cannot haVe forgotten. 

The people of Avignon live in conftant 
•fear left the menaces of the Marfeillpis to 
fet Jour, dan md his. crew at liberty again, 
by' force of arms* ftiould be verified. On 
this account moft of the principal families 
have emigrated, and the fineft houfes in 
the town aye ^-now 1 uninhabited, The 
church of the Francifcans has never been 
open fince the llaughter that happened 
there, which prevented my yifitipg the 
place of Laura’s interment. vM \ 

Filled with aftonhhmeot 7 and detefta- 
non at 'thefe jnXk along 
the banfesK pfi jhe RhGn%aad to difperfe 

my eye^ r ;tpot,otit n^^etrafpl^and -began 
reading. ' $:■$£$&/' it, __at , ; thft 

Sonnet to my 

recollection vaA^Bt^V bf j>leafure made by 
Laut;a ^t^wh.thi^ 

river, &$!» ! |»r&ydi*c| -■ the -poet < likens • ter' • 
the Argdi becade- ' they foiled very 

return hack, in a 
: * csrf ^ 
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cart, the only carriage -'of thofe times, 
which again, in a Sight of imagination, 
the animated fongfter transforms into a 
triumphal ear, where Laura fat tinging the 
fweeteft melodies to her friends *. This 
defcriptkm carried me bach in idea into 
paft centuries, and I traced over in my 
mind the refur region of poetry, after fo 
long a night of barbarifm, when, under 
a more ferene heaven, the Troubadours be* 
gan to flag their bailads, their madrigrls, 
and their combats, in the cpurtsihtf Princes, 

1 ' s • ■' 7 \ ' / 

To Laura’s plgafing her lover 

id many places bears pie ipbifi^i^ple-'miinabny. But 
that fhe atto diftiniguifted apoetefs, of which 

tlie d^tipig Noftradamus reWtes fo toany tparvellous ia- 
ftances, averting among other things, “ J tyjftlle rowQnfoit 
“ pfompteitien? en Hjtie jde jrithipe provenfctk" is in- 
indifptttabiy b|y ' th« following line from 

Pfctrajcfu : V_ {■'.'V. ■ „ f ’» ; 

/ riemrj}, - 

£4«raV.Iccord i mg_ i to the mode of education 
ijtrtfoe®; peh b^'^dfllwrafte^ cafefiilly In- 

. ftruflted in fewing and fpinttiiigi pr learnt btfides, at die 
utmoft, to read and., write ^^1, to days' when woifcen 
were kept in iuch profound igam-ame, one who could 
do thefe; hfifjht bafily of a DmcifelU 

Lsttric. A. 

R 


and 
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and in the cattles of the great, and gave 
exiftence to the Tribunals of Love in which 
judgment was patted upon the contcfts in 
poetry and gallantry among thefe roving 
bards, by ladies of the firft beauty and 
genius in the country. 

In returning back to the inn, I followed 
mechanically a number of men who ap- 
peared to be fet in motion by fame un- 
ufual fpeSacle. On my queftioning them 
what was to be done, they told me that 
they weye going to the prifon to fee Jout** 
dan return from his trial. I had by this 
means an opportunity of feeing this re- 
nowned mifereant, whofe countenance ap- 
pears' mgre ftnpid and brutifh than fierce 
and bloody-minded.' His trial is confidered 
on all hands as a mere empty form, and 
the judges, who have a hundred irrefutable 
proofs of his criminality, who cotild bring 
the whole town as witnefles againft him, 
are faid to be determined by no means to 
convid him capitally. 
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' Li!e, near Vauclufe, soth March, 

The four hours’ journey from Avignon 
hither I have travelled on foot : the road 
lies through one of the fineft and moft 
fertile parts of the Comtat, where the 
cypftefles and olive* trees had to me 1 as well , 
as the charm of beauty, that of novelty. 
The lofty W enroux, ftill covered with 
ihow, ! protnifes, in this flat country, a very 
%xtenfive and majeftic view, ; Fetrarch 
afeended to its fumtnit more than four 
* hundred* .years. by his 

brother j -an though 

now regarded aava trifle,; was at^that time 
confidered as ., no - Ms arduous than the 
afcenfioa of Montblanc is at prefent. Ac* 
cordiag to the account of this expedition, 
:wto-;lte’hita ; left<.i|^,©ne ; of,.his letters, the 
. view' frorn Ventoux rauft be one of the 
moft varied andext^n^vfcOn theearth. ; He 
law at a diftance thf r /Alps, ; dbe hills in the 
province of Lyons, ahd lthe doaft of the 
Mediterranean from Mayflies to Aigues- 
Mortes, while directly at his foot he be- 
lt 2 held 



LETTER XX. 


* 4 *- 

held the. comTe of the Rhone rolling 
through an immeafurable plain. After 
fe&fting himfelf for a long time with this 
fnperb fpedacle, he drew out Saint Au- 
guftine’s Conffcifions whilh he always car- 
ried about him; arid, by a curious coinci- 
dence opened it at the very place where 
the Saint fays, “ We men climb td* the 
** tops of hills to contemplate the bound- 
rt lefs extent of the fea, or theoourfe of 
“ a rivers while we lofe fight ofourfelves 
** entirely.” This letter of Petrarch’s h# 
always made a .particularly ftrong imprefc 
fipn npon'me:T#^l^^hy-'OBe strong that 1 '" 
mtereftiqg ivyfitei^Tts -tfonftanrly prefent to-' ■ 
my fecoUa&ion*" Maft is faicJ every year 
op the fourttfehth of S^>tembeff In ^chapel 
on the futitput of VetHawt-; and -in the 
fatntr * 'all* . #ctad 

Jura ebHe£t ■ ■ thw^ly^fOpbo •• the -©oW on 
the firft To fcareelyi any 

perfoo in U^l^g^^^hhodyof . Ventoili; 

' ' •' ■ Avigfioa* I afleed 

th e Mjcysf e^'fij*>^iy,’bkt"credttahly 

drefied 
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dreffed man, who followed me with hafty 
fleps. “ X am going to Lile, Sir,” he an- 
fwered, “ and if it will be agreeable we 
u can walk together.” I aflented, and we 
proceeded onwards, when infenfibly the 
converfation turned upon fubje&s of fcience, 
on which my new companion fhewed much 
reading, a found judgment, and correct 
feeling. He called Montefquieu, Mably, 
and Rouffeau, the triumvirate who had 
paved the way for the revolution, and 
||»oke with ecftafy of Tope, Thomfon, 
apd GelTner, whom he knew by tranfla- 
tions j Pljutarch’s Lives he had read re- 
peatedly. This brought h# flill more ear- 
neftly into converfation, and I was more 
and mqre convinced that X had made an 
acquaintance with a fcholar of great tafte 
and erudition. On. nur arrival at Lile 
I propdXed our palling the night together 
at the lame inn, when to mv furprife he 
anfwered that he only bame tlfther to cover 
a, billiard-table, and ihould return the fame 
evening. 1 now learned \.'$0 ray philofo- 
phical companion aj» uphol fterer at 
Avignon, who from hiai early youth had 
i R 3 devoted 
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devoted all his leifure to the acquisition of 
knowledge, under the direction of one of 
the literati of that place. We feparated as 
did acquaintance. . , , 

Since the fu. render of Lile to France, 
an alteration has been made in the papal 
arms over its gates, which I cannot pafs 
over in filence. A patriotic ftone-mafon has 
chifelled away all'the Gothic carving about 
the triple crown of the, Holy Father, 
and by thortening and rounding it off, 
has transformed it into the French cap of 
liberty. 

The inn where I lodge lies without the 
gate, not far from the Sorgue, the two 
arms of which encompafs the town. I am 
here only at a fhort hour’s diftanqe from 
Vauclufe, \vhere I purpofe to fpend the 
forenoon of to-morsowf , 

Before I introduce you to the . family of 
my hoft, mull preroife. that the inhabit- 
ants of tnfc ^i^ntat. are divided into fqhr 
.parties, who periewte,. each other with' : \j$r 
exorabk hatred.! The firft {till adheres, to 
the Fope, and coofifts principally of the 
pld people aid Ecclefiaftics j the fecond, 

which 
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which is called the Ariftocratic party, wifhes 
the country, it is true, to remain under the 
fovereignty of France, but only on condi- 
tion that the monarchy ihall be fully re- 
ftored : the third is perfectly fatisfied with 
the prefent order of things, and is called 
the Democratic party; and the fourth con- 
fifts of thofe Who under the conduct of 
Jourdan enriched themfelves by plunder,, 
and whofe prime with therefore is to break 
the chains of their hero, and fee him railed 
again to his former power thefe are 
comprehended under the title of Brigands. 

It was to me ohe of the moft curious 
as well as the mo& lamentable of political 
phenomena to find r t^sle four parties 
united in tny inn, where the family con- 
fifted-of only four perfons. The father,’ ^ 
bigoted bid man, to, whom the metamor- 
phofispf the papal crotvn bver the gate had 
occafiohed more than one fleeplefs night,, was 
a’ papift ; the mother a vehement democrat ; 
the daughter, who had beett a favorite 
itfith the former archbifhop of Aik, an ariflo- 
crate enragee ; andthefan^as having been 

lieutenant under Jbufd$n,a furious bri~ 
’• ■ gand* 
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gand. The enmity between the two young 
people, however, did not feem carried to 
fo great a height as between the father and 
mother, who were almoft always quarrel- 
ling. When I alked the young lady if 
one might deep in fecurily under their 
roof, as her brother, according to her own 
account, was a brigand ; (he anfweretl, “ Do 
“ not be alarmed, Sir, he is a very good 
“ lad when he is here, but when he is with 
“ Jourdan, he mull: perform his duty to 
“ his captain/’ 




# Avignon, *oth March* 

And now I have been at Vauclufe. 
Willi what rapture did I not reft on that 
fpot where one of the moft extraordinary 
and diiUnguilhcd m'<;n, not only of his 
own century but of every other, confecra- 
ud a gi cat part of his life to folitude and 
tb tiie Mufcs. Where fliunning the idea 
of worldly ft rife, he law no one but a 
maid, brown and withered as the Lybian 
dcl'crt} heard no founds but the lowing 

of 
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of herds, the fongs of the feathery choir, 
and the roaring of waters, nor defired 
other fociety but that of his faithful dog 
and his books. Often, for many days to- 
gether, from the very dawn of morning 
till night again clofed upon him, did he live 
in the loneiinefs and. filence of a Carthufian, 
fubfifting only on coarfe bread and fruit, and 
clothed no lefs Amply than his neighbours 
the jhepherds and the fifhermen* His 
garden; ysras. cultivated with his own hands, 
his time was fpent in rambling about the 
furrOunding hills and meadow;?, and fre- 
quently would he climb alone, in the 
fearful folitude of midnight, into that 
dreary cavern, where everi in company, 
arid in the full light of day, no one could 
enter without involuntary fliiverings of hor- 
ror., In the field and in the fbreft,as in his 
clofetj he was always reading, writing, mu- 
ring, and running over in hismih<| the occur- 
rences of the paft, meditating on the pro- 
bable events of the future, rind jrejoicing at 
biing placed in thl blefiEd middle date 
between poverty and riches, where he 
cOuld breathe health aijd freedom amid 

rural 
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rural temperance, in the pureft air, and 
fijrrounded by the lovelieft fcenes of na- 
ture. And hereprobably would hft haye 
ended his days, had not Avignon, whichi 
he abhorred, been fo near, and Italy, 
which he fo warmly loved, been at fuch a 
diftance. ■ \ 

Here* he qompofed the Canzoni and 
Sonnette, of ,wbich he himfelf thought fo 
humbly^ yet which have been the principal 
means of giving luftre and immortality 
to his name, while his heroic-poem, 
Africa*, on which he refted his chiefs 
hopes, of poetical renown, is forgotten : a§ 
his friend Booea^ci0; ? ei?pe^ed to Jive to 
pofterity, ns^ ^rough the Decameron f 

which 

, . > i 

* Although Petrarch himfelf thought fo highly of hi* 
poem of J/rim, '9xvi relief upon it as die foowfattioo of 
his future; Bp6$ad laurels, itvi* never,thefeJs..ti^te ; ,.tBore. 
than a te41ffl»;.aM'^ofa*c ij$f*ative of ; the principal 
events in the? pfepnd,;. Punic, war, detinue even of. jtk* 
merit of hafm^i^i^fication and purity of. llyte, and, , 
what; icarcciy;.;aft|j^«t of ,ya%^cpuld endure to read. 
Jii»* , Siliws )tlfi$ns was notiaf'that time recovered to the 
world.- '-A." . 

+ RodesfeiSio fet fo little ‘ value on the Decameron, 
(which at V;cmcO'alone ; has gone through fiaety editions,); 

- , of* 
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which he confidered as infigriificant, and 
even fought to fupprefs, but folely through 
his Latin works .which at prefent reft in 
obfcurity. 

The Sorgue, which carries boats even at 
its fource, arifes from a ftnalliake that refits 
in an oval bafin formed out of the rock, 
under the arching of a fpacious eavern ; 
and thence the "water preffes forwards into 
its bed, through a fubterranebus channel 
which iffues from the lower* part of the 
bafin*. But the exploring of this grotto, 
which I had ih imagination peopled with 
gnomes, fairies, and#ater nytnpbs, Plough 
an adventure for which I had always ar- 
dently longed. Was denibtf me; for the 

j 1 < » 

'•> , 

or, which is ftil! more probable, was fo much afhamed 
of the voluptuous paintings avhich recur in it fo frc- . 
quendy/ftnE his friend Petrarch, in wbOmbeotherwife 
placed this fulletl confidence, remained ignorant of its 
exiftence for four-and-twenty years, A^hen at laft it 
earrie t»y mere accident into his hands^ he was fo much 
affedied With the ftory ^atanflated it 

jjfta, JLatin for the benefit' .^all .f^o Were yet unac- 
quainted with the Italian language. A. ' 

' * A mote particular defcriptibft of Vauclufe will be 
found in the Appendix, Note XVH. T» 

water 
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water was fo fwollen, that it fell with fear- 
ful toffings over the ttony rampart by 
which it is guarded at the entrance of the 
cavern, and precluded all poflibility of 
approaching' it. The rocks which furround 
this fpring, like an amphitheatre, are nearly 
perpendicular and lofe themfelvcs in the 
clouds. 

My feelings in this fublime folitude 
were poured out in tin- following ftanzas : 

Oh (ohfary olive* wiWr git'n bought 
In mom mpg h m o’er yonder moL-cl id ftones. 

Breathe cootnef* o’er the wand’ipr, e’en in fpiwg 
P jrched by the (ummer’s rays * 

Here dwells fwcet peace of foul, while golden forms 
Rut* from thy dear dark wattrs, and with found 
full audible, blcft (pints round the fpring 
r.iiiii airy pennons wave. 

Dreams of the future h«ncc I as curling frnoke 
DilloKc ui air, Oh fh&<kms of the paft * 

One drop of Lethe gtant, and my foothed heart 
Shall tumble with delight. 

Near the fource of the Sorgue, on the 
fummit of a rugged rock, which appears 
wholly inacceflible, ftands a cattle wall, 
tailed in the neighbourhood Petrarch’s. 
Cattle, and by means of this ruin the pea- 

fauts 
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fkiits of the country have that poet’s name 
continuity in their mouths. . The old ftory 
which affixed him this * fabric as a ref?* 
.deuce, with a fiibterraneous paffage from 
thence to Laura’s houfe, is long fince re* 
futed, for the caftle at that time belonged 
to. the BilKop Of Cavaillon. Laufa, as is 
proved by Petrarch’s Works, never came 
.to Vaudufe, and he bimfetf had a fmall 
houfe built, probably on the fame fpot 
where the paper-mill now Hands, which, in 
one of his letters, hjEi^prefsly likens to the 
houfes of Cato Xbe garden 

he called ;>l j^ lay not 

far from the fpring, <m a Hope bounded by 
fteep rocks* 

Another error, ftill univerfally circulated, 
into wtdcfe : yolttire has alfo failen *, is to 
fuppofe$j<* ode,' 1 •i!-; X ; : • < 

; - / CUar<yfrtjc& t f ‘doUlaftp^i ■ 

r \ * t ** ; ' l ' \ ^ i . ■ '' \ * x , l 

to t>e addrefled to the|<^tath’/pf, ; yauclnfe, 
the diftance of which fr4>fn Avignon is 

- cotm- 

’ -'tt'V jj 1 ' * ' * V. _ **\ ' 

* That Voltaire ihould miftafee the fpring to which this 
ode is addrefied, appears a trivial and lniignificant error; 

but 
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commonly reprefented as very inconfider- 
able. But it is in reality upon the T riade , a 
ipring very near Avignon, where, in Pe- 
trarch's time, the ladies were accuftomed 
to bathe in great numbers, and where pro- 
bably the feene of the little adventure is to 
be fought, which he deferibes in his firft 
Canzone. 


but he is guilty of a farther irufu.;i) jLiitation, which 
is wholly incxcufable, and adds another to the 
numberlels ptoofs of 'hat author’s extreme carelcflhels 
with rtgird to onny fubjc^ls on which he treats. After 
citing the beginning Of this very porm as a fpeumcn of 
Petrarch’s genius and manner, which, however, he Je- 
lcnbcs very coldly* he proceeds thus . “ The beginning 
“ of Petrarch’s fine ode on the fountain of Vauclufe, (an 
“ irreguldi ode which he con.pofed in Wank verfe,to avoid 
“ wearying hitnfelf for thymes but which is more highly 
“ efteemed than even las thymed vcifes,)” $rc.— How 
it was poflibl* for any una, howevet iupcrfioally he might 
read this ode, to overlook its iregt'lafity, and the care with 
which it is rhymed from beginning to gud, is wholly in- 
conceivable , t no left ft) tfian that lull J-urvj)** (hould pay 
ftieh implicit deference to the (hallow but penmptory ue- 
’cifions palled by Voltaire upon many other poetical 
works of foteignwB, of which he often knows no mepe 
|bt A, 




C *ss ] 


LETTER XXI. 

Nifmefc* 'aad March 1792. 
nr now refume the thread of my broken 
* narrative. ‘At Avignon X became ac- 
quainted with a captain of the national 
guard of Montpellier, who, as well as my- 
lelf* was going bn the following morning 
to Nifmes, and ashe pleafed me much, 
from his refined and eourteous manners, I 
'ijgXadly accepted his < prt^olal of our Wring a 
carriage jointly. We ltft Avignon at five 
in the fhorning, and crofled the Rhone to 
Villeneuye, at which little town continences 
the* magnificent Gbaujfit of Languedoc, fo 
cefebrate^ for its extrawdinary brcadth. 

A The midonal,, falutation at pre- 

fent is jG 4 *;;ir#J. '"X!& ; piU%i^k^Gdar ,va-! is re- 
turned; in the fome 

of the 1 *<3iiMSttcS|te.v - paflen- 
get is fainted i 

(Praifed ■ be . JefUs he ■ is to 

reply, In In every 

c* ‘ <• '■ field 
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field and every village, man, woman, and 
child greeted u* with Ca ira ! and raifed d 
fdud fliout of rejoicing if we aofwcrcd Ceia 
“odt ! The enthufiafm for the revolution 
borders on ccftafy in thefe farts : they fpeak 
as if inured whenever the ward Liberte is 
jprotnkmeed^ end 13# ih the • firmed eotf- 
fidence that this dhrfing 'idol will raife a 
fbudltar* Of fia8fo < ftlidfty, '•that##* united 
poweti of the'whofe'«**th Stall m/b^bfe 
to fhakeit. * ' if V 

At a little' diftjmce from RetrimiRnS we 
faw A boy about nipb years old gathering 
ftoties 'In 4 * a fields Ad We approached, hf| 
left his oeeupati«j, , at!d"with a cOflntenance, 
ht Which defikftcc was .the principal fea- 
ture, (probably hecaufe be eonfidered a car- 
riage as an appendage of ' iriftocrady,) 
plated Mmfidf in atfi# Wed with 

a loud .voice &d huti v My coatpdfalon, in 
order to fftit fatWdfte seal to* the proof, 
rtflk&’CSMAfi} oft'wbieh he ftamped 
on the and {hooted 

hU'Va iHf OageWiefs. The 

oS«stl*'hp«^SSip^^iiie ! earrikgc, and fpring* 
lag out, educed* towards him with his 
9 , 1 drawn 
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drawn fword, exclaiming, “ You die this in* 
** ftant unlefs you cry Ca ntra pas /” and at 
the lame time put himfelf into an attitude, 
as if he was going to ftrike off his head. 
The child turned pale, bent hirafclf for- 
wards to receive the ftroke, and ftill with a 
trembling half-fuffocated voice cried Cairaf 

y ’a ltd > 

foul with this’ 

daiMf^'felf-facrifiee,cau^it the Kttlfrmarty r 
i (for fuch he muft certainly be;d|eemed, ig- 
^#ant ashe wasof drift Of this feene) in 
3w( artn% ahd after ■ him .a-hmsidfeae 

“ youthyand promife indeed a brave man- 
hood*? i > /v-.v 
At Reaxbulins we took a guide to fee the 
a^hedu^bver the Pont du GardV Which is 
not far Iron* that village/ Highly a^my 
expectations Were raifed by thC defeription 

this rttx#l^.'df. ; the 'tea* ■ 
lity .far ext^ed^l^^ in my ■ 

imagination. in^iilthr ^cbiiceive 
anything ikd' ; '.hW^liefhan the* 

%le of this aquedud, which feems rather ( 

s the 
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the work of the gods than of man. The 
fcui'cs are almoft overpowered by the i'ub- 
limity of fuch a phenomenon, lituated in 
a country fo wild, fo defert, and fo needy, 
that the fight of the fmalleft building would 
be linking, while hero we have a ftrudure 
of luch gigantic proportions as imprels the 
mind with the ftrongeft idea of indeftrudi- 
bility. Roufleau fays, “ this aquedud is 

the only object on earth which on feeing 

I have not found below my expeda- 
“ tions: I feemed loft in the enormous 
“ arches like an infed, and believed at 
“ every re-echoing footftep, that I heard 
“ the voice of the ancient fovereign of the 
“ globe/’ 

The purpofe of this ftupeodous work was 
to condud the water from Uzes, feven 
hours diftant from Nifmes, over the valley 
through which the river Oardon takes its 
courfc, and to unite the fummits of two hills 
by means of a channel running an hundred 
and fifty feet show the level of the river. 
Three ftories of arcades are rjaifed one 
above the other ; the loweft of thefc con- 
fills of fix, the fecond of eleven, and the 

third. 
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third, which bears the channel, of thirty- 
five archc6. The greateft length of the 
whole, that is where the two hills are far- 
theft afunder, is eight hundred feet. 

As evening elofed in we entered Nifmes, 
and went to the hotel of Luxembourg. I 
waked very early in the morning, and my 
firft excurfion was to the amphitheatre, the 
fineft Roman relique out of Italy *, . This 
ftrutture would have a very grand effect if 
it flood infulated on an eminence, or in the 
midft of a plain, and was not, as it is at pre- 
fent, encumbered with a number of mifer- 
able houfes, not only patched upon the out- 
fide, hut even placed thick within the arena, 
io that it is impoflible for the imagination, 
amid fuch a chaos, to take in the whole 
circuit at once, or to diflinguiih its perfe£t 
and magnificent form. After having long 
projected the clearing it’ this arduous work 

* The principal dimenfions of the four moft cele- 
brated Roman amphitheatres are at follows ; 

Colifcum. Capua. Verona, Nifmes. 
Ci reateft outward diameter, 574 feet. 5 J6 475 440 

Snialltft do. do. 0$ 418 37S 317 

G '“ K \cSr "“"H* »» • *3> »*» 

Smalleft do. do. tfj 179 136 14s 



LETTER XXI. 


2 &> 

is at length begun by pulling down, the 
barracks erected within the arenas, and be- 
ginning to clear away the heaps of rubbiftv 
piled around it to the height of many feet. 

J Among all the Roman amphitheatres, no 

one after the Veronefe has been preferved 
fo entire as this, whieh is ; the more ex- 
traordinary, , as it has not only had 
to ftruggie agaihft the ravages of time, but 
the more 4eftru&ive fury of the barbarians 
of the middle ages. Yet, though it has 
efcaped demolition, it has as little efcaped 
disfigurement as the Pantheon at Rome, for 
the Gotha placed two great towers on the 
attic of the froiu/whieh appear like ariong 
periwig on the, head of the Farnefe Her- 
cules. The sera when this amphitheatre 
was. built cannot be afeertained with any 
certainty, hut probably it was ajj^ut the 
reign of the firft Antonine. 1 ” 

More* advantageoufiy fituated than the 
,amphitheatr)s,^^othsr remains of ancient 
, afchitednr^ . in ■ .the--' Corinthian 

.tiptop «md in* 

the higheft elegance is united with the 

moft 
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mod exa£t fyttimetry. The pciiftylc con- 
fifts of thirty fluted pillars, ten of which 
arc free flan-ding, the other twenty are half 
indented’ within the fide-walls : the carvings 
of the frize and of the capitals are of fuch 
enchanting beauty, that it feems difficult to 
conceive any thing more perfetf in its kind. 
Monf. Seguier, an ingenious and learned 
antiquarian, has fuccceded in bringing to 
light the deftination of this temple, by 
reflating the iufeription on the frize of the 
pediment, according to the cavities where 
.formerly were inftrted the loofe broken 
ttletal letters. By this difeovery it fhould 
appear that the building was erefled in 
honour of the two fonsdf Marcus Agiippa. 

From this temple 1 proceeded to the fpring 
that fupplies Nifmes with water, near which 
are fome infignificatit jruins of a temple of 
Diana. The magiftrates have made a pub- 
lit walk about the fpring, which, according 
to the opinion of Our TJfyflcS, N — , is 
one of the knot magnificent’ in Europe. 
The interchange of ftatues, ruins, pavilions, 
canals, and alleys, is indeed charming, and 

S3' »o 
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in the true fpirit of the ancient inhabitant* 
of the Colonia Nemaufenfts. 

A great tower, called La Tour magne , 
which ftands on a hill near the town, has 
furnilhed no leC employment for the anti- 
quarians than the monument I before no- 
ticed near Vienne. As it does not appear 
to be in the original Roman ftyle, fome 
have fuppofed. it ere&ed by the ancient 
Gauls, and dedicated to their folemn 
Druidical myfteries. Others have been for 
making it a Pharos, an ingenious idea no 
doubt, and the only obje&ion to which is, 
that there is no fea near it; this is one, 
however, that thefe gentlemen can ealily 
obviate, by conje&uring that the Mediter- 
ranean might, in ancient times, have 
walhed the foot of the eminence 06 which 
it is fituated* Pilch, in his juflly efteemed 
Letters on the South of France, feeras to 
have given the moft fattsfa&ory.folution of 
jhefe difficulty* by fuggefting the probabi- 
lity of its having been a Roman watch- 
tower, and place , of garrifon, for corre- 
sponding with another between Arles and 
ti Niftnes, 
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Nifmes, fo that by means of concerted 
fignals, each town could apprise the other 
of approaching danger. But this by no 
mcaus precludes the idea of its having been 
alfo a Drnidical temple. 

Before my return to my hotel, I was 
eye-witnefs of a feene which htled me with 
the warmeft indignation. An old cheva- 
lier of St. Louis, who was, walking, very 
quietly, was flopped by three fellows of the 
loweft among the rabble,, and infolently 
afked why he did hot wear a cockade. “ l 
** have forgotten it,’* he anfwered with a 
firm tone ; “ and I know not what fhould 
“ impofe ah obligation on me to give an 
“ anfwer to your inquiry.” — “ Put this on 
** directly,” faid a Caliban-vifaged felloWj 
in a favage ahd infolent tone, while he 
held out his own cockade to the chevalier. 
But as the latter, to put an end to the 
Jcene, was about to obey him, another 
fuatched it away, exclaiming, “ So infa* 
“ mous an Aristocrat does not deferve ro 
“ wear a cockade; what bufmefs has he 
“ with that crofs at his button-hole.” 
Here he fnatched away the crofs of St. Louis 

s 4 and 



anil trod it under foot, in which he was 
joined by the, Caliban, when they gave it 
hack to its owner with a ftridt injunction 
nevclr to appear again in public with fuch 
an odious badfe. The people who fur- 
rourided thefe heroes a t warded them with the 
loud eft applaufe, and woe had been to any 
daring being who might have ventured to 
take the old man's part. At prefent almofl 
every corner of France is daily difgraced by 
like outrages, in which the people indeed 
may properly be faid to be privileged , while 
no laws can be cited to reftrain them. 
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Montpellier, March 24th, 1792. 

A t a village between Nifmes and Mont- 
pellier, we faw at fome diftance from 
us, on' a footpath by the road-fide* two 
national guards, who cried bat with much 
vehemence to a thirds “ Get along, rafcal ! w 
But as the latter did not feem inclined to 
ftir, they ran on themfelves hafiily for 
fome fteps to lay hands on their comrade; 
who perceiving what they were about;' at- 
tempted to fave himfelf by flight: the others 
however were too quick for him, and tripped 
him up fo dexteroufly thathe fell flat upon 
the ground* When we, came lip to ihem, 
my companion afked what might be the 
occafion of this defperate a£tion,ih reply 
to which we 'received; 1 ; te- 

relation; 

“ You may well he aftonilhed,- laid they, 
“ at the feverity with whidfi you have feen 
“ that wretch handled; but hfcdeferves no 

■ . “ better#' 
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44 better. The parfon yon village received 
44 ns with the greateft civility, brought us 
“ plentifully to eat and dtinh, and begged 
4 that we would continue with him as long 
44 as wc thou ,nt p oper, only to-day, when 
“ we were to ic. /e h’ * houfc, he gave us 
41 to nderftand *h.n one of hit. 

41 fpoons was miffnig. luv .« i.in <* c 

44 turned ou pockets out n . . -id ir 

44 comrade to do the like, vik.. . * 

44 t> reiuling, we wert com- t , 

4w ufi, fine' , and the fpoon was it o i I i j 
41 t . ^ » <nih*ntlv refohed *o el ... . 

14 lu«n >'•? ss we fbould be out of the 
44 \ULi 0 o , «• n i>i ycnrfelf If ne wcie 

44 not nght, f»» wh»t man ot honoui cu.i 

I, '“ i'nrve with a ♦MJ, 

They immtd tdy j t iceeded forwards 
without concerning, th-nlelves farther with 
their comrade, who .i »* mean time had 
expiated his offence th h«s life. 

Since yefteulav I have been at Mont- 
pellier. 

r,r ub languhi ttpidn/qi.e prabet 

Jupiter l , tanas. 


Monfieur 
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Monfieur Amoureux, a Ikilful phyfieian 
and naturalift, to whom DoAoj OUibert re- 
commended me, has ihewu me the prin- 
cipal fights of this town. 

In the midft of the E{p!a r ade, a public 
walk, a ftatue of Liberty has been ere&ed 
f'n olumn forty feet high', ar 1 the 
Rw u of > 'an are engraven on a tablet 
of nfr.ch • .a, fe upon the pedelal. jfeFqnce 
’ . » at a diftance, and in the 

• • ::>c V -rdls of oil re-trees. 

i - * ?. >1 more remarkable fpct is a 

* J.iic called Peru, \ >t\e <L>.iing 

pomp is united -ith elegant i-.ft*. i’ht 
equeftriaa ftatue in b. -nze, ot Louis 
Quatiorze, hich is on- uf its principal 
decorations, is among the f a eft works of 
the kind that Fi c? ha? ever produced. 
Around this are '"any vacant pedeftals, 
flatues for which, b j k laid, have long been 
in band, but it uv »■*» not feem probable 
that the prefent National Affembly will 
ever decree their ere&Pn. An d&agon 
temple, which ftattds at the end of an 
aquedudt, engages , ; a ; principal fbare of 
the fjaeftatoris attention in fufveying this 
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place, fince it is undoubtedly one of the 
firft among modern works of the kind. 
The aqueduft, itielf coiififts of two llories 
of arcades fupporting , a channel which 
conveys the water hither from an emi- 
nence at a fhort diftance from the town. 
.This noble fpecimea of modern archi- 
tecture would appear to ftill greater ad- 
vantage were it continued in .a ftraight 
Hems, not broken towards the end in a 
blunt angle*. The., temple, which per- 
haps is overloaded with ornament, is 
eroded over the great refervoir which re- 
ceives the water from the aqueduct. From 
Peru is a view of the Pyrenees to the 
right, the. Alps to the left* and the fea in 
fronts ; v 

;< The new theatre at Montpelier, ete&ed 
in eonfequence of the former’s being laid in 
nfhes, K circnhir, amlfrom the eluant fun- 
plicity with which it is fitted up* muft he an 
objeft of adipiration to all who have a feel- 

.. r . ■¥,: **.»•'.. v’ J V 

• Thb ^ 

tHroag^ an eftate the 
Owner no means be prevailed on to 

7 " iog 
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ing for true beauty. Argand’s lamps are 
introduced there inftead of candles. 1 

I fawjfljftte Camp of Coblentz played; a 
natiotiaPpiece, in which the Count d’ Ar- 
tois, the Prince of Conde, Mirabeau the 
Fat, and other emigrants were introduced 
in the mod cutting, buriefque, and laugh- 
able manner. This buffoonery w$s re- 
ceived with tranfports, the , expreffion of 
which fhook the whole houfe. 

I am going direct !y to the harbour of 
Cette, five hours diftant from Montpellier, 
the fituation of which has been fo much 
admired by travellers. 

Alas! that time is wanting to vifit the 
ifland of Magellone, where formerly, flou- 
rifhed a large town, of which there are 
now no, other remains but the cathedral 
church, where, according to tradition, the 
beautiful Magellone lies’buried by her huf- 
band Peter of Provence *. 

* It was in the ifland of Magellone that ^psc jus’s ten 
H?ooks on Cookery were recovered.* A. 
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Cette, Marchv|<5th, 1792. 

My firft fight of that fea, wh |» ;-by the 

admirers of the two moll illuftrious nations 
* . 

the world ever boafted, roufi: always be 
eftccmed facred above all waters that wafli 
the earth, was in themoft glorious fituation 
poflible, when it was fpiendidly illumined 
by the golden rays of the fetting fun. 

The harbour with a foreft of mails, the 
Mole with its tall light-houfe; the, town of 
Cette which appears to He entirely in the 
water, the high hill rifing majeftically be- 
hind it, fome Dutch windmills, the large 
ftone-bridge beneath which runs the canal 
of Languedoc, fifhing- boats near the fhore, 
flnps with fw.elled fails in the offing* all to* 
gether tranfported me as much as the view- 
over the Lake of Geneva, and the chain of 
Alps from the Dole. 

v The eveninf^fs' warm as in the midft 
of fumihet:, : ''''lii^'|Bd|or8. fwatn among the 
fhipfc in the harbour, and the fiihers fangi 
in their barks ; I afeended behind the lines 
of* 1 St.; Peter*, .'.god throwing myfelf into the 
mild flood, with, what exquifite delight did 
’ I not 
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I not bathe. The fquadrons of Carthage, 
of Syracufe, and of ancient Rome feemed 
to pafs in vifion before me, the fhades of 
the great' 1 Scipios feemed to hover about 
the waters, and the mourning voices of 
numerous heroes refounded from their 
diftaht tombs over the immeafurable fea 
which they were accuftomed to command. 

I- afterwards walked on the Mole: the 
buftle of the harbour gradually died away, 
and nothing was then to be heard lave 
at intervals a folitary call from the ihips 
to, fupper or to prayers : the fire in the 
light- houfe had indeed long been lighted 
when I retired to my hdtel. 

If the wind be favourable to-morrow, I 
flsall {hip myfelf in a tartane, and fail away 
to Marfeillesu •• ' 
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Rlotny, July 30th, 179^. 

xrotf, my dear Bonfletten, who are fa 
* well acquainted with the bold and 
folemn lituation of th§ caftle of Rlonay, 
upon a very high mountain, — with the 
rich and extenfive view from the terrace 
over the lake and ita junctions with the 
Rhone, which feet* from fuch' a height, 
appear as if beheld from the clouds in 
eagle-eyed perfpe&ive,— together with the 
truly fubltme contrail pf die furrounding 
■ T country, 
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country, yielding in majefty and fplendoux 
to no other part of the Pays-dc- Vaud, not 
even to Aubonne itfelfj — You, who have 
often been charmed with contemplating fo 
noble a fccne, aril! eafdy judge v/hat muft 
be my tranfport at the prolongation of our 
ftay within thefe venerable walls. 

I inhabit a room whence I look over a 
great part of the valley of the Rhone. 
The fore-ground of my landfcnpc confiih 
of bufliy hills and meadowy vales, where 
villages peep from amidft groves of fruit- 
trees, and meandering rivulets rv>ll douu 
the gradual Hopes oi the gardens, and 
paftures, breaking their gentle rills into an 
hundred little caicadcsj while the fnowy 
hills of the Valais tifing behind in frowning 
grandeur form a fublime and iliikingly 
cpntradxd back ground. Not far from my 
habitation Hands an old tower ovei grown 
w'tth ivy, in which the birds of Pallas ha\ e 
at leaft ta a ecntmy paft built their nefts 
fccure from moleftatioti. According to an 
old tradition in the country, an enormous 
cavalier clad |n a complete fyit of armour, 
with a long fluning beard, like the tail 

of 
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of a comet, appears every night upon the 
roof of this ftrufture. 

From our journey through the Sanr- 
Vales, 'which your Letters on Switzerland 
had long rendered familiar to my mind, 
we have been returned about a fortnight. 
The better to infure our not milling any 
of the durious plants which that country 
affords, we took with us, as 9 guide, a per- 
fon of the name of iThonias, a farmer, 
and Village-judge at Fcnnalcy near Bex. 
This man knows t?he whold Tier a Aljl.ui 
by heart, dnd not only can tel) the exadi 
flotation in wl^ch to look for every plant 
therein defetibed, bat e^en remember, s the 
preclfe Ipots on which they have been 
fbuud, With in accuracy tint often excited 
alhortiflithent even in Haller himfelf, whofe 
own memory is fo extraordinary. He 
Was indeed df material ttie to that great 
nahtralifl, When he' was compiling hit 
Mi ft aria 'jtfrphtm fodl&cmtirttin in 

collecting'* the p1*bt4 * nic^dTary for the 
work } and in returb for bis Vertices, Haller 
lias made grateful mention 1 faf him in hit 
prelace. • 1 


T 2 


Thomas, 
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Thomas, it is true, has not inveftigated 
the philofophy of botany, and is conse- 
quently to be defied among thofc whom 
Roufl'eau by a very juft diftindion calls 
hcrbai ifts rather than botanifts. But to 
corrcd is his knowledge of every Alpine 
plant, and to tenacious* and comprehenfive 
is his memory, that even at the firft glance, 
and often At k^fconfiderablc diftance, he will 
diftingulfh its dafs, order, genus, and fpe- 
cics, with an accuracy that not only merits 
attention but admiration. He might with 
the firideft propriety be likened to a 14* 
brarian who is perfcdly well acquainted 
with all the titles of his books, who can 
run them over fluently, and immediately 
refer to the exad clafs and fhelf in which 
any one is to be found, yet is a perfedr 
iirangcr to every thi/ig beyond the binding. 

Point out to this Angular chara&er auy 
hill you pleafe in the Valais, or id the Gott- 
vernemcm of Aiglc, and he Will imme- 
diately inform you, 1 without the lcaft error 
or hefitatfon, ^«hat plants are produced 
Upon ytery ^art of it, in what month they 
flowed and wither they grow in the fhade 

or 
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or in the funj in the manky fpots, or by 
the fides of ipringg; arnon * the woods or 
on the open commons. In an cxcurfion 
which I made fome time ago to the A11- 
zindas accompanied by him, among other 
plants for which 1 inquired, I allied if the 
campanula tbyr/oulca was to be found in 
thofe parts? — luflead of malting a direct 
anfwer, he, with his accuftomed coQlnefs, 
raifed up his Hick, and pointed to a ridge 
of rocks at about half an hour’s diftance 
from us. We immediately repaired thither, * 
when Thomas Hopping at the foot of a 
nearly perpendicular rock faid, “ It muft 
** be up there*" - He then afeended the 
rock with the agility of a Chamois, and, 
without locking, reached his arm pver a 
fort of CotaMh, at its fummit, as if he had 
been reaching to a welhknown flbclf in a 
clofet, and brought out the flower upon 
which he had at once laid his hand. Be- 
tides knowing the Linti&an names of plants, 
he is alio perfect in' the Hallerian, He 
has for fume time paft carried on a con- 
fiderablc trade in trees and fhrubs, parti- 
cularly with England and France. He 

T 3 aflerts 
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Aliens tliat he has di (covered a new fort of 
gentian, to which he would give the name 
of grntiana ekg^mifjima j according to his 
defuipfioii it r< (enables moU the gentian a 
fnu<iula y of which, after all, it is perhaps 
only a variety. It is fcarcely lieccliary to 
add that under the aufpiccs of fuch a 
leader, our bOtauie.il harveft proved richer 
in this, than in any former excurfion. 

The firft fight of a plant which I have 
long fought in vain, excites in me emo- 
tions of tranfport which muft appear fo 
ridiculous to one lefs ardent in the ftudy 
of botany than myfelf, that I would rea- 
dily acquit him, even though he fhould 
fhrug his fhouldcr8 with a fmile of com- 
panion as if he fancied himfelf witneffing 
the ebullitions of a mind not in perfect 
faulty. Such transports eau only be felt 
by thofe who have been initiated into the 
fa* .( d ntyHeries of j;he Bora Alpina in the 
hofonu of the flelvetian hills, and on a fine 
day in July, joined m Solemnizing the fcait 
of tli it goddeft In view of the eternal ice, 
while hi& whule foul and body were re- 
novated by the animating influence of the 

f r uu 
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pare mountain breezes. As I am never 
weary of recalling to my mind the paint- 
ings of Raphael or Guido ; of hearing the 
charming melodies of Seekendorfj and 
reading Plutarch’s Biography; fo am I 
never tired of fearching after a favourite 
flower, even through ways the moft rugged 
and toilfome. 1 - ■ ,^i j • 


Never "-were : thefettjratni|^0»' ; -niQre: ar- 
dently excited 

a poetical defcrip- 


tion given iof this flower by Linnaeus * in 


v Andromeda, Virgo hsec le&iffima puleherrlmaque 
collo (Uperbit alto ct vividiffimo (pEOuwcULUi), cujus 
facies rofejs fuis labellis (corolla ) vel optimum Veneris 
fucum lodge fuperat ; juncea hsec in genua projedta peJi- 
bus alligatk (eAVtIS INFERIOR .incumrens), aqua 
( vernali) einQa, rupi (monticulo) adfixa, horndis 
dracombus (arjphibiis) expofita, terrum veifus ineliuat 
mceftam faciem (FtoRt>M),,innocentiffiwiariue brachia 
(r amos) osilura verlu&frigit, njdiprifede fatoque -AgingU 
au , donee gtaniffuitvs Perfeus (Afcvrus) cnoijrti is devuitis, 
e*.n ex aqua eduxi; c viiginc fntluni fnseundum matrem, 
quae turn faciem (fBbtTVM) eredhm extollit. St 
Ovidio fabuknt de Andromeda eonferibeAti base ante 
ocuke polity fuitTct plants, jfi« melius, quadrarcptattiibuta, 
(jjii mpre pociico cx humiU tumult) produxifiet Olyrnpum- 
LitmaSi Flora Lspponica* Amftelyd. 

*?sf 7» P* »6* A. 
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his Flora Lapponka, ami the annexed draw* 
ing, had united to imprcfs upou my ima- 
gination an idea of uncommon beauty, and 
induced in me an aiderit with, one day to 
behold it. Judge then with what exulta- 
tion I muft have received the charming 
prize from the hands, of the valiant Tho- 
mas $ for valiant he was, although he did 
not evince his bravery by encountering a 
fearful fea-monfter to putchafe her deliver- 
ance, as did Perfeus of old for the refeue of 
her lovely filler in name; but he had 
waded through a long tra€fc of bog to 
obtain the treasure %X which I fighed. 
Certainly X had fainted thfe-objefl of my 
wifhes vrhh the rhapfcdfes of a tranfported 
lover, had I bead alone, or accompanied 
by one who could ha** entered WhJTdbeper 
fympathy into fuch enthufialHe fulliee, than 
my unpoetical and umuythologUjal cbtn- 
panion. Your preTence* my friend, would 
not have operated as $ lefimint upon my 
raptu^s, but would havo promoted 
them, fince ypfi l cptfid have enter- 
tained no apprebdnfions of rcpulfivo ridi- 
cule— ffrom you, who could not even treat 

with 
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With dciifion the holy fimplicity which 
can prcfs to its heart and lip? the facred 
chaplet at Loretto, with an entlvufiafm be- 
fpcaking a foretafte of the joys of Pa- 
radife. 

Moft certain it is that fome of the hap- 
pieft hours of my life have been thofe I 
have fpent in folitary excursions to botanize 
in mountain valleys j and l atm porfuaded 


that if my, foul was With 

gloom and vapour*, n Id difperlo 

them with celerity as 

a walk with /ny ", even 

were 1 lal^r* * * of real 

and feyerf aihiOtiop, .i do * Sieve any 

thing would fo fbon, ot;,fo e r, footli 


my mind into compofure, as fome new 
difeovtfry fn thf vegetable World. How 
often have I quight, the, glow of Bonnet’s 
feelings, whan we wandered together among 
gardens, ipid^aod groves, 'examining with 
curious attention every .plant, every fhrnb, 
every nu^ 

fy mpathetic beings, defliaed, in’ this union 
of t&fteg and purlhit^' fO experience, in its 

mod; 
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moft refined degree, our allotted, fum of * 
happinefa and enjoyment. 

Would Apollo, from among all the gifts 
■with which lie blefles the days of mortals, 
gtaut me that, whence l might protnife 
myfelf the pureft and moft. lading tranf- 
ports, I would give up the lyre, that ardent 
paflion of my earlier years, and graJp the 
goldcu arrow, tby means of which Abatis 
flew over land and fw fwift as lightning or 
the wind. Thus would the vegetable trea- 
fures of maty zone lay fpread at once 
before 4fflp>d thofe of which Forfter, 
Thun, Kmimerfon, and other Argonauts in 
inveftigaling the ftores of nature, could van- 
quish but a ftnall pat*, and that through 
incxprefiible toil, would immediately be- 
come acceftible^o me, adneuft, without ex- 
ertion, and in inyneafnrable abundance. 
Then wottld I rove from one end of the earth 
to the other, from the burning field* where 
towers the kingly Palm, to the regious where 
only pale Alga (doth* the fartheft clifls 
that bound the icy Iks of the North j from 
the Ifo of Afcenfton, where the earth 

yields 
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yields no more than four genus’ of plants 
even to the promifed land of botanyy Ma- 
dagafcar. , < 

I fpent a fufficient time in the Sane- 
Vales, and particularly in the neighbour- 
hood of 6fcb, Rougemont, and Jeflenay, 
to be convinced that your letters upon that 
intereftiug -part of the canton, of Berne|, are 
among the moft faithful arid happy dfifcrip- 
tions of their kind. How much is it to be 


wifhed that your intention of treating in like 
manner on the Puys-de-Vaud, may at laft 
jbe carried into '■''of&fife. Thdjogh mono* 
'\grapha;^ijmhr4b'ft'; voc^ild:; : one 'hope 
ultimately ;fdfeh f! sfrjK tinivdffal <Je- 

? fcriptib^ ^ ' fhould ■ fully 

• valas'df 

} Hajfe 1 toft EmtHbuch, 

- - J , d £ 


ard mo«^ 

thettnuchv 


in the 



• , r r g theta, 

theit Jahguage, and 

method 


>«, . 
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method of agriculture, as well as in their 
national virtues and national failings. 

The life I live here is as quiet and fe- 
chided as that of the inhabitants of the 
Eddyftone light- houfe. TKe road from 
Vevay to Blonay, is for the mod part fp 
fteep and rugged, that,fhere i§ very little 
reafoa to apprehend vifits of mercJounging 
and • $vpre, r.now- for. . many 

months whdlly efcef ed from that' irkfome 

naiwtd 

weather* and life 'friVoliities^ per*- 


fons . of ^ this defcripti^a, ; 


rich c< 




conceive 




magnificent®, 
as 'that a/hfethevote 


* » i \*\ W< * > 1 * '*• \ «* * t 




ores. 


«k> tuiu Jhi 

without ennui. Wit 




hack- i£.ga&3i 


with 

tiink 


. U.ltft- _ ‘flA .. 1 » . I i 1? I ill . .. )Ji . 


mm 


m>P &--2S&. 


' jab&f 


»■' : ww • w.iijif Mji.nas r f * • • », . 

r. ; $?', octet ism forget a 

” icene 
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fcene to which to fvlrich I was once cye- 
witncls ; a lady, with the Rate and folem- 
nity of a tragedy-queen, ftrutted up to a 
rofe-tree in full blow, which was landing 
in a very fplendid drawing-room, and had 
raifed her hand to touch and admire the 
flowers, when fuddcnly file dropped it 
again, and flatting back with • mingled 
horror and contempt, exclaimed, w Ah, my 
“ God ! they are only natural.” 

To a colle&Ion of fuch caricatures the 
infeription Its^i *ww would be applied 
with much more juftice than to Palafatus 
de incredibilibus , ’ 

The ancient Swift honefty, fmcerity, and 
fimpHcity of manners, is now only to be 
found amid the lowlieft ( roofs of the Al- 
pine (hepherds. There indeed l feek and 
find real men formed from Nature. 

a 

Dear is that fhed to which his foul conforms, 

Ant) dear that hill which (lifts him to the ftorm$ : 

And as a child, when for siting founds mbleft, 

Clings clofe, and claf«)r to the motlser’s breaft* 

So the loud (orient and the Whirlwind’s roar. 

But bind him to his native fountains rriore. 

OotosMtrH. 

Long 
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Long as I have now tcfided in the cnvj* 
om of the beauteous Labe of Geneva, and 
>een in the daily habit of contemplating 
\lpinc fccnery, fill I it has loll nothing in 
ny eyes of that waim and enchanted co- 
ouring in which it appeared to me when 
' beheld it for the firft time five yeais ago * 
aor have l found in all that time the lcaft. 
ibatement in the original ardour of my 
wifhes td end my Jiys on thelc fhoies. 
The profped of great and elevated nature 
is become almoft effential to my happineL, 
arid I fhould at this moment feci it a fort 
of haidfhip to be compelled again to live 
on the plains of Magdebourg, a ftjtuation 
in which the found of the *Kuh/cigM 

* Or Hr V<t It* “1 Sc tqne fung by the Sw.l . 
“ htfr'im n when m the month of June they drm then 
“ caith from the vallcy% tnto the high Alps. A Swifs 
“ who luars it, us mftantly fused with the hwMu'patut* 
11 a id num loUjm iervipg in othc countries have t < r> 

* mow. to deiett mil rcultn home fiotn the m°ie i,- 
u iluntiticru created by the found of tfttfe Ample non * . 
“ J or thh reamn the tune v \% prohibited hi * ranee and 
*’ II (j'and ” /V, Count Stnlberg’s beautiful fiihon 
b ftl H e '’fudlg irden. arc Lid to fwl the f j me attath- 
,nent to ttvur homes as the S wif% and if removed only to 
the diftapce of thirty miles to feci the wl-du pa(m m * 
like digice. i • 


would 
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would be unneceflary to awaken in my 
bolom a longing after the liilia and likes of 
your happy country ; fince witbo.it inch a 
flimuhnt, that lom/ug would, like iloraco’s 
Care, he my infcparublc companion, “would 
“ aleend the fliip, and mount the horfe 
“ after in* nor leave me a moment free 
from the mod deadly ivui-(hi-p<itrie. 

Oh tliatl might he permitted to pafs the 
remainder of my allotted days in rural re- 
tirement amid the true Ely fun iecncry 
round the Lake of Geneva, in the fociety 
of what I fo long fought in vain, but at 
laft. happily found— a man of fnnilar feutt- 
ments and feelings with ray own ! There, 
unannoyed by world y tumults, undazzled 
by the glittering feenes of public life, happy 
in the jjure ’union of our hearts, we (houJd 
find our higheft enjoyment in the bofom of 
nature, and in the farther cultivation of our 
minds. Every morning would we waken as 
to a jubilee, and unwillingly clofe our eyes 
again in flufubers : fenreely marking the vi- 
cilfitudes of revolving feafons, and unaffailed 
by anxious forebodings, find outfolvcs in- 
fenfibly at the clofe of our life’s career. 

And 
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And oh ! that Death, for once touched wit 
companion, might at laft conclude thi 
happy feeue by doling our eyts with a Itf* 
nient hand at *he fehdank. moment, tha 
rreither might be left to weep over the afhco 
of the other 1 

***** 

I have not for a long time heard any 
thing of our Salis ; I do not even know 
where his regiment is Rationed, and whe- 
ther he may be at a diftance from the 
enemy, or in hi* neighbourhood. Should 
he fall, hr woubi fall like Kleift, nor would 
we lament his lot ! “ Happy arc they who 
“ fell in their youth in the midft of their 
” renown ! they have not beheld the tombs 
“ of their friends, nor failed to bend the 
“ bow of their ftrpnglh.” 

I Ihall conclude this letter with fome in- 
formation from the Pelew fflands, lankly 
brought home by two RnglUh ftiips which 
flopped there for fome time; I impart 
it principally .with a view of recalling 
to your mind the recolJe&ion of thofe. 
charming evening hours, when, by the firc- 

fuje 
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' fide, in the green clofet, we read the ac- 
count of thefe iflands together with fo deep 
an intereft. • 

Abba-Thule received the tidings of his 
darling Lee-Boo's death with a firmnefs of 
foul which would have done honour to a 
Marcus Aurelius or Epiftctus. Raa-Kook 
and Ara Kooker, his brothers, are fince 
dead, as well as the Englifhman Blanchard, 
who chofe to remain there at Captain WU- 
fon’s departure, 

Farewell ! The good Genius who watches 
over our fate, preferve us, now and ever, 
from the good 'King Abba-Thule’s cord 
with thirty knots. 
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Letter x£tv. 

> \ , : ' 1 ■ ■ >' r 

* * VevayV September *oth, 1 j§t ? 

Y o u have often allured me, my valued 
friend, that one of the higheftof all pof- 
ftble enjoyments was now within my reach, 
that of > reading La Noumlie Hehifi in the 
very centre of thofe feenes chofen by its elo- 
quent ^author as his theatre of action. I 
have at length made the experiment, and 
acknowledge with gratitude tthat you have 
not deceived me. With what-- tranfport 
have I perufed that intereftiog work; fmee 
my refidence here* and how ipny times 
have I rejoiced th^,Roui(fea|i.:^|{q^ fol- 
low his orljg^a^l v 1^1% actors 

circppifcr^^',|^ i |^^^‘,'||oei,^tificia^ fp* 
f „ftor^ IjpbjJ;' ,%^-s 1 &»{„^rath^r deter* 

fpot r>1 fp. richly en* 
dpy?ed., '«^|$ r ,;jth^ . nature, apd 

?|n ; w|p;Ch ; .eyfe£3L reader, 
whom, to . tfs& ^prePion, ' Aj$Uo 

has 
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W formed with hearts of refined clay, will 
find fentiments fo congenial to their own. 

With what different emotions would the 
Iliad be read on the fields watered by the 
Scamander from what are experienced in 
poring over it amid the gloomy walls of an 
academic ftudy ? By a like difference of 
emotions was my breaft infprred on reading 
La Nouvslle Heloife upon the banks* of the 
Leman Lake, from tbofe felt on perufing 
it in the' midff of that inhofpitable plain, 
where I refidcd when it firft fell into my 
hands. :> 

In fuch a fpot l had neither colouring 
nor fcale which could lead me to form any 
conceptions of Alpine nature, and my 
imagination could therefore only {ketch the 
fiiblime f&bnes defcribed by Rouffeau, ac- 
cording to the reduced, contours and faint 
tints to be caught irotntbeideas infpired by 
the neighbouring every 

fcene was prefent ♦’t# Hy eyes; and £b per- 
fe&ly affumed the lemblance of hiftorical 
truth, that in the euchaufijaent^of the mo- 
ment, the exHlepce df * Julie at Qarens 
feasted as certain • to^dSy^iaind as your 
u a exiftence 
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exifteuce in the caftle ofNion; and I as little 
doubted the truth of Saint Prcux’s lblitary 
wanderings among the wild rocks of JVleil- 
lerie, as of Hannibal’:* wo.ideiful paifagc 
over the Alps. 

Ever fince I indulged in this enthufufm, 
my imagination has continually been occu- 
pied in tracing out the exa& fpot of < ach 
minute occurrence, and 1 fmd every topo- 
graphical incident fo accurately and faith- 
fully reprefented, that both at Vevay, at 
Meillerie, and elfewherc, I could almofl 
fancy that I fee thefe fi&'uious pcrfynjges 
iUnding in the very groupes and attitudes 
painted by their Creator. Rondeau, in- 
deed, in tltis. rdpe£t, docs not appear be- 
hind Theocritus himfelf, whoj according to 
the telUmony of a very learned and fenhblc 
traveller, in the defcriptions introduced into 
his pasRoral world, abfolutdy places before 
his reader’s eyes the fine and rich valle) s of 
the fertile ifland of Sicily. At Clarens alone 
incongruities are to be found, which threaten 
to annihilate all deception; the mod conii- 
derable houfe l % the tjjbge is disfigured 
with patched windows, m ‘tiiucb tattered 
. 12 linen. 
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linen, or Indian wheat ftrung in rows, are ' 
ufually hanging to dry, and at the door, in- 
ftead of beholding the lovely countenance 
of the divine Julie, I only faw an old pea- 
fant woman, with a face not lefe tanned and 
fun-burnt than that of the brown „Mari- 
tornes herfelf. This’circumftancd I felt to 
be extremely vexatious, and turned away as 
indignantly as I fuppofe the Wandering 
fpirit of an ancient Greek would have done 
on beholding, upon the verypedeftalon 
which a Venus of Rnodteles had keen ac* 


cnftoaied ; to ftan% one of our chimfy mo*- 
defn -Maddi^^^yi^hi'fier head hi^rounded 
by a this fad 

dilemma* 4 I; but to 

fuppofe fkfi' ireixiidns'nf ayi^oldWaft the ruins 
of 


the fimplemoddl offi 
by the mofi 



r, formed upon 
?e^'«-and attra&ed 
of Sympathy, 

Wandering on the romantic heights where 
;tfoe fiOnder encompaffed 

rrifc# above 
the 
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the rugged fhores of the lake, I think of Julie*® 
grave within the white walls that furround 
the cemetery; and reSe$ upon the conclud- 
ing words of her confeffion of faith, en- 
graven on hei monument ,: “ %ui s'cndort 
“ dans le fein dun ptre^deft pUs en foucldu 

** reveil" " ' * *'! ' ' ' • 

Nut lefs has Ghillon, the boundary of my 
daily walk; ac^uilid ah rftterfelf in iny heart 
from 'the;. falling 

into the watef ! a!t ''$»af fp’t% and his' aftsfious 
mother*® Occident in 1 attempting hi® refcue j 
a piece ' : of hWoifm’ tty? ■ ^hiiSH^he'r'^'Bfe ultiU 
,'jrtktely 'fMthVa 

my opinion, the mdft beautiful point in the 
Ihore between GenevaaodVilleneuve ; and 
fhould a fairy appear with anoffefof ere£t- 
ing for a little 

rural _ retreat,;,^ anyfpot would ippoint, I 
fhould, without ,^i^^l%,,':6x;up<wi tbemea- 
: dowwh^^^p^^d^;:pfecipitate them- 
Telye8'frQ^^''|jSd^.'ci'^ plump of dark 
bufhes. ' „ ,, ,.■■■' / ;, 

Tbe length of time that I delayed reading 
& NoHv^ ,0^iJk by the Lake of Geneva, 

yvhich 
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which has been now To long in my pov r or, 
reminds ne of an Englifhman who relided 
thirty years at Rome, and yet, notwith- 
ftanding that he had a warm enthufiafm for 
the arts, would not fee Raphael’s transfigu- 
ration till within a few days of his depart- 
ure, and for this reafon, that the impreflion 
he promiied himfelf from this fublime chef- 
d’oeuvre might be carried back into his own 
country as frefh and unimpaired as pofiible. 

For the reft, the re-perufal of this wprk 
has confirmed me more ftrongly in my opi- 
nion, that next to Demofthenes, no mortal 
ever pofleffed the powers of eloquence in fb 
eminent adegree as the author of La Nouvcllc 
Ileloifc v 
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Grandclos, January 25th, ijo%. 
**7Esterday, my dear Bonfletten, our 
* friend Sails left me again. The 
plea&nt hours We have fpent together, 
rendered ftill snore delightful by our long 
reparation, are diftinguithed in the records 
of my heart in characters of gold. After 
‘ the fcenes he has encountered during the 
laft epocha of his military career* the hor- 
rors he witneffed upon the principal theatre 
of the revolution, on the 10th of Auguft, 
and the tumult of perpetual marches and 
encampments, as his regiment has ever ftuce 
been kept in almoft inceflaut motion from 
one frontier of France to another; after 
living fuch a haraffmg life for many 
months, nothing could he more grateful to 
him than the enjoyment of a fhort interval 
of repofe in the bofom of the peaceful 
Alps, 

As 
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As I conduced him into my habitation, 

I thought of the well- known verfes of Lur 
cretius : 

Suave , mart magma turbantibus mquer a ventis 
B terra magnum altir'ius fpeftare labortm. 

*> ** ’ *'■ " I , ' 

' As much of the -time we fpent together 
as the weather would per npt,wasem played 
in exeurfions about the neighbouring .coun- 
try. In thefe, I aflure you, I performed the 
part of Cicerone moft eonfcieiinoufly, by 
introducing my friend, - who ^during 1 his 
youthful abode at Lau&nne was never far* 
ther 

and rehuirkaye ■ fcebes 1 #$&&' this neigh- 
bourhood affords ; hat -often as the fnows 
and wintery ftorft^ c^rtipelled us tc) relin- 
qui(h our' rambles, and fit- down contentedly 
by the £rb»diA$? de- 
voted to H: - u - , • 

In the Oourfe p| a few weeksaftaall 
volume: tofd Salis’s ■i’gpftj ns will appear iti 
■ prim j t in my 

opinioti; are the-* tiiMfaas to a Valley ; 9 but 
all, as Wieland fays, deferve to be fung by 
the Graces* M for the author, be himfelf 

thinks 
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thinks To humbly of his poetical efforts* and 
confiders them as fo far removed from the 
ideas of perfection to which his mind 
afpires, that nothing but his well-grounded 
fears of their falling jntothghands of fome 
injudicious, and ignorant editor, would 


have induced , hlrnv to confent to the pre- 
fect t publication* . Some of the pieces con- 
tained in this, Co|le<ijipn hiiye already ap- 
peared in the flying publications of the day, 
. others are now printed for the .firft time. 

The following is an e^raCt from the 
preface, which ; acepmpapiei^thjis, work *. 

ii^aticp ^' ! t^i 1 ^^ary,fer- 
vice p| f rqf0t t aad^^^si^.hifi bloffom- 
<^e|i%^^ya^tedihto a foil, which, 

h in tpae highr 

ufefu%ient 
ma~ 

dinj^ .powers. 


'^Jafcend^tcyi^er l*i8:$Bi;i«d. : They^were to* 

*,W&oun- 
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w him only as the fleeting charms of a 
fairy creation ; and the tinfel glare of fa- 
lhionable life, which often holds the 


'**' fenfes of the novice enveloped in a fpecies 
** of enchantment, fcarcely fixed his at- 


** tention Co long as was heceflary (ao- 
** cording to the ekpreffion of a Britifh 
“ fage) to teach him to read this chapter 
of the hook Of Mnkihd ih the original. 

“ But evenih the caftle and park of Ver- 
“ failles, and afterwards* amid the marfhes 
** ofFlanderswhehhe was furrounded by 
** the dio i; of Wttlej #6 lefs than while he 

of the 
d to he 
Would 

<c often lead the facred 


“ retnaindd on the pi<2ttre%ue banks 

Continue 
and 


u His inleparable 



** (hades of a folitary t^d, infpktOg him 
“ -with equal ' when '-he was 

v an inhabitant of • th^> peaceful vales of the 



« doted t<P 
,f* forflboit intervals, 


£ and re- 
s, and 
he ha&ihad to druggie 
itt the cultivation 
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V of his native language ; but like Win* 
** kelmann and Haller, he feeras by this 
“ means to have gained additional ftrength 
“ and vigour , of expreffion»*' Thus much 
for the preface. .. 

It is to me a very unpleafant refledion 
that thefe poems rouft be published at a 
period in whiqh, notwithftanding their di£- 
tinguiihed merit* theymayjKdEbly in the 
courfe of ayear fmk iqtO perfed oWivion. 
The. republic y ,<$ :..-l£t$ers, : : us,' is un* 

doubtedly at prefent in 4 Hate that calls 
Ipxidly far fprtte reformation; and in re- 
volving oVfetf.vih: my : mifidrte many yet 
untried meansthat might bedevi&d for tht 
revival taftei i hav^ frequently 

thought, thattbe eftablifhing of a Leflirtg 
or a ‘ • didatorlhip, 

over ' fl^f f>rovi^ the 
: 'P^jE^tthlbhedy -any 

Kterifry: ^rpdg&i&h , >6hriive^ bttt 

.&e > dey is fup- 
planted vrith'h^redibie celerkyby another, 
arid 1 , this by a ■; third, rill‘ : 't^e i 'pdetic 
hdufe ha§ withdrawn herfell indignantly 
from the literary market, and Will fcarcely 

return 
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return while the prefent paffion for novelty 
continues to infatuate the people, and the 
power of the hundred-handed Polygraphia 
is fUll fopported, under ihelter of the k 

KegSucs *• 

* Perhaps the foregoing and following paffages may 
appear hardly intelligible to the Engliflt reader, without 
obferving that a cenfure is here intended upon the tor- 
rent of new publications with which Germany is. annu- 
ally inundated. Literature, which for a long feries of 
years was greatly negleQed in that country, has now be- 
come a rage, and every body turns author. Amid fuch 
an influx, if fpme choice flowerS; ah is 
undoubtedly die. cafe, the .greater :pa*t ; mbft he almoft in- 
evitably webdsin the '^’rdeh of inhiiledge, even left 
ufeful thsnthofethat eueohiBer idle earthi'fihc^ by a rei 

enrich again 

the foil they had onqe exhausted, vvh«reas tbefe ephemera} 
productions fecmwholty ufelefs. Yet^ however contempt- 
ible, they can alwaysfirida rCddy f&fo at the fairs to which 
they are brought, of yvhich tboie at jTrank- 

fort are the moft conitiderkbie. This is .daub^efs an evil, 
yet jMfhaps of deleft pbiriidid^-telideri'^itfian putting 
even fuch reftri&iQiis ; upon the freedom of- the' pi#®, and 
the right njf! .every ma^ tp, .employ hf* talents ia any way 
he hintfelf mail choofe, provided it.be not inCoriftftent witb 
morality and the general peace rif fociety, as might be 
impeded by the' ri^Vi^dgmCn^;«adlU»erality’bf' the die- 
t»tor$,%gepkd.- ‘ j#.|n cyttysbkb 4ik£-a)l others 

contains wwin itfelf the gbrnis <£f „ its own reformation. 

i ^tnV.v' ■’--■-ft*'* *1 ■ : Mm** ^ *. ■ ' 

This 
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: This paffion, the precurfor of barbarifm 4 
as it too commonly proves, is more parti- 
cularly cherilhed by the prodigious mufti- 
room genus , of modem romances from 
days of Chivalry and days of Tore , which 
fpread themfelves frolicfomely around, 
far and wide, Ift ; hilt' and valleys in plains 
and meadows, over roarihes and fallow- 
fields, in immeafurable abundance. In- 
deed it is only by the a&ion arid re-a&ion 
of this love of riovelty in the readers, and 
defire of feeding it in the writers, that 
fuch a luxuriant: crop as the Gentian lite- 
rary foil produces, which in the f year 1788, 
confined r of l hd‘ , ii^''ih:ahrfi3b thoufand one 
hundred volumes, cari al- 

ways reckon %i£h ’’cefMhty ' ' on publishers 
arid ; ^ / . < . - 

At the new is 

always lefs * fewf 

this ^lop*. t . i&ijtoni, , Pope* 

Y oUypgi Addifbn, Shaftefbury, Sterne, Field* 
i pgc Hume; arid the 

reih o>f the daihe authors of the patiop are 
epaftantly epilated and re*perufed, and 

-are 
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are almoft as frequently to be met with on 
ladies* toilettes as in the libraries of fcho- 
iars*. In England, more than in any 
other country in . Europe, s flourfthes that 
univerlal tafte, which indeed alone deferves 
to be considered as genuine tafte, that can 
efteem and countenance every thing within 
the realm of literature which bears the 
ftatnp of real genius, from the Epigram 
to the Epopoea, from the Dialogue of the* 
Dead to the Tragedy, from the Fairy Tale 
to the philofophical Hiftqry of Nations. 
Juft as a Linnaeus pafies over nothing in 
the king^otn of nature with indifference, 
but noJLefimakfis tho vegetable, 

and the vortlcella in the animal world, ob- 
jects of hia inveftigation, thai| the Adan- 

* It is always of great advantage' to anohjeft to be 
viewed a* a diftance j, but probably wa^Tcur author 
equally converfant with the tafte of his 
own, he would find; the rage for novelty hot leisprevalent 
fn fihglanrf Uwh in Germany. Perhaps a!fo, werfehe 
admitted more behind the obtain, another error he has 
h^K faljen intp, v ^g|bt. jbe , eawe^t, he Would find 
Englifo tofimtes as wif as on the continwu more 

fteqKWidy^ dectfaktedT pearl powder, 

Spamfi> tml, is& Olympian with the invaluable 

writings, of an Addifon, a RobertS^St:. T. 


fonia 
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fonia and the Elephant. “ ’That elevates 
* them above us 

But to return to our friend whofe works 
occafioned this digreffion. He Tends you 
his warmeft lalutations, with an afTurance 
that he certainly would have vifited Mori, 
had not his time been fo limited as to 
preclude the poffibifity cf his having that 
plea&re. He is at prefent haftening hack 
* to hisi native country, and to the accom- 
plilhment of his **' Lajl Wfi f .” In the 
mean time, fince I am not fo happy as to 
be provided with a votive painting fuited 
to the occafion, I will hang up in the 
temple of Friendfhip two garlands of ivy 
gathered from the rock of Moutrli, whence 
Sails and I one fine "winter’s evening faw 
the fun finjfc behind Mount Jura, and con- 
cluded a^fllg conyer&tion upon reparation, 

*5.; ;*% ’**’ V ,1 ’ ' ' “ ‘ * 1 ' 

* fie ««»••” From apaHage in a fobfe- 

quent letter, it appears that this is a quotation, from 
Klopftocfc, trawfpofed, the original being “ £>eu hebt ms 
** iktrfiu ,j M — 1 “ Thai elevates Us nfow jt&MS.” T. 

•i fVSee a Poem of Salis’sJ fp called, in which he forms 
feefame wife that mapy other poets have formed before 
htrto, ft»Jr a wife, a a garden W cultivate . withhis 

' T»’"' ' • 

• death. 
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death) and futurity, with a firm and lively 
convi&ion, “ that unions formed from 
a perfect fympathy o£ manners, notwith- 
ftanding the changes to which mortality 
“ is liable, will remain indeftruftlMe to all 
** iternity/’ Adieu* 


x 
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Grandclos, March ad, 179$' 

—he days are fine and the weather fet- 
JL tied,— do you then, my friend, for- 
wtrU>my,.foit with G-r— to make me 
4 fpeedy vifit: he muft not upon any ac- 
count leave Switzerland without becoming 
acquainted . withjie environs of Roche, 
Vcvay, Bex, and Saint Moritz. Defcribe 
them to him with the utmoft powers of 
your eloquence, till his imagination flxall 
be on fire 'to behold their beauties, and 
then repejgtq 'him once more, in my name, 
how muchi pleafiire it would give me, to 
be his ^|tpauion in this little excurfiom 
I have fcdecide&an attachment to thofe 
parts, -that it ^always be a real gmtlta- 
tion to me to ramble about them, efpecially 
■ in company with .a man fo much 

genuine tafte and feeling, that he will not 
be behind-hand with inyfelf in tlfe ad«*it“ 

attQjn he will bellow upon them* 

*' ' ' * ' ' *’ ’ ' fiitV 



LETTER XXVI. 


3 ° 1 


Say to the beloved foreigner, that wc 
will begin our furvey with the grand ca- 
taract near Martinach, whofe ignoble name 
is a (caudal to the Mufes and to all their 
difciplesj — from Saint Moritz we will af- 
cend to the Pilgrim’s chapel, which hands 
on a perpendicular rock towering to an 
aftonifhing height* and appearing as if 
placed, there by a miracle j— then we- will 
wander along the piCturefque (hores Of the 
impetuous Avanfonj which rolls, as Haller 
fings, through fallen forefts j—^thence, clothed 
in miner’s frocks, defcend into the fubter- 
raneous galleries of the falt-fprings at 
Bevieux, on entering which the whole 
frame (hudders with like impfcPions as on 
entering the catacombs j—^then in the rocky 
caves of the cable of ChiUon*, prefent an 
offering to the Ihade of BondiV&rd, a to- 
lerant pried;,- and a Savoyard who loved 
freedom afterwards celebrate fdfemnities 
to the memory of Haller, in a pavilion in 
the gardeft; of Roche, where this great man 
often ufed tib purfue his emplOyments un- 
der the fliade of the Wide-fpreading elms, 
or, even when arrived- at ; a very advanced 
‘ ' X2 age, 
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age, compofe himfelf to reft with pending 
the intereftihg fictions of Richardfon.*— - 
Next wc will endeavour to obliterate the 
remembrance of bur difappOintmeht at not 
being able to trace out the Clarens which 
Rouffeavr paints, by contemplating the 
changing view of ^e Lake' from the 
chutj|}i^yard at — then behind the 

village of tvoville, which" Blifchihg has ex- 
alted 'to- the rink of a finfe little town, pur- 
fue one of th^wfinbft charming folitary 
wajks to that fWi|feffpot where the troubled 
Waters of the Rhodan flow into the green 
hut tranfparent Lake, — and at laft at Vevay, 
whofe enchanting- fituatibn juftly render? 

s * 

it the admiration of every heart really fuf- 
eeptible- of imprefTions from the beauties of 
nature, fql^tnnize a feftival in memory of 
the hap'j^Pffs we^ave enjoyed,, with "the * 
pure ; ahd gehafee :; 'wine 'pointed out by 
Horace’s bill of fare, at which the nymph 
of the Alps, whofe artlefa ,|fOi>gs I fome- 
■’tiTbesi endeavour to fmg, hal-’ilready eaK 
gaged to give me a jcolim. 

„ itft this, appears hot undeferying of the , 
expench c^ fome days to the noble tra- 

- "■ '■ . *«;*:■ . - -liiex, 
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seller, and if the bufinefs which calls him 
back to his native country, be not altoge- 
ther prefiing, let him not illude the hopes 
of a man who regards him with the higheft 
refpejffc and efteem. 

Ahd yon, my Bonfietten, endeavour 
ioon (o find leifure to give me a long and 
ample letter, and forget not above all things 
$0 defcant on every minute particular of the 
- — ■ -affair with Homeric circumftantiality. 
Your laft chapter upon $*at fubje£t was 
written vyith fuch fybillian obfcurity, that 
I can by no meaus underhand it, without 
fome elucidation, 
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Grandclos, April 3d, 1793* 

M y indifpofition was of fo little confc- 
quence, my friend, that there was not 
the flighteft reafon for your experiencing 
a moment’s anxiety upon that account. As 
the god of Epidaurus had no .(hare what- 
ever in my recovery, I hope he will not 
be fo unreafonable as ' to expert an offering 
of thankfgiving, and I therefore entreat 
that the cock defined for this pious pur- 
pofe may be fpared. Let him remain the 
pride of the court, and crow out his hap- 
pinefs 
ihall b 
fulex! 


to,afl the winds of heaven, till fate 
i ptlafed to cut the thread of his joy- 


But trifling as was the malady which 
kept me for fome days imptiforied in my 
' room, ' ' the ' ’ little , Kyoto to Hygeii, ■■ - which 
Athemeus has preferved to us, ncver feemed 

I thought' it upon a 
y after ray recovery 

from 

n» 


fo tweet to me, as 
rer^crufal' immediatel 
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from this ihort interruption in my many 
years of found health. 

<rs7o pdxoMpa vyisix 

T«3'»iXi Trivia, Hat x^fircou tap 

TsS’iv Js XUp‘$9 2*3*$ eud&WM* 

A little excurfion I have juft made to 
Friburg, from which 1 returned yefterday, 
in better health and fpirits than ever, will 
be the moft infallible proof of my perfeCi 
recovery. I was ca{g&d, thither by an 
carneft defire of feeing the famous rocky 
hermitage, the vifiting of which has not 
hitherto fuited conveniently with any of my 
travelling plans, and I cap now fay with 
truth, that however highly my expectations 
were railed of this wonder of an iron ac- 
tivity, they were by no mean% deceived. 

- . Four hands alone,;, after fiv&ahd-twenty 
years uninterrupted labour* accoinpiilhed a 
very' convenient, indeed a very fpacioua 
hermitage^ hewn entirely out of a perpen- 
dicular rpck,about four hundred feet high. 
This habitation confifts pf a chapel with a 
tpwer, « facrifty, a refectory, a kitchen, a 
large hall, two fide .chambers, two ftair* 

1 ' at 4 cafes, 
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cafes, and a cellar. The length of tha 
chapel its fixty- three feet, and the breadth* 
thirty-fix j the tower is feyenty feet high, 
and fix wide $ the great* hall is ninety feet 
long, and has, as well as the other apartr 
ments, large windows which look $u the 
river. In this ftream which runs by the 
rook yvhh a hollow rufoing r-oife into the 
vydody tdeep, Jean du Pr6 of Gryerz, the 
man who wkha fingle afliftant begun and 
ended tht8 t Here^e|p ta&, found his death 
in s thfe, jr^ar, ly^i^/pThe. -cofintry,, round. is . 
a melancholy fbhfode, much in the cha- 
racter of the wild landfcapes' of Sajvator 
Rp& a* indeed . ||e , .* feeaes he,- paints . are 
fcarceiy anywhere to be recognized fo 
often, or with inch lively impreffions as 
in .S,witz:efi^*s Pa ' a.-, ledge of thf, .rotfc 
fhfip pf eWh, 

‘ Qa .entering 'fh*8> |empfe ,pf fbhtaclfi I- 
■Waaifeized^th :a.a 'ardent lc^g|p; ; to make 

while, «|^J|^iiccprd*j. • 
'i'ing:'.% ; , the ..'poetical ijdan ,w|dcfe : |' : \'W, 
m*fl&$jH*rs. ‘.bpeii,. ftapfog. - hfr?!|py:; ■" 

feint *;bays 

drawn 
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drawn a magic circle round ray abode, by 
which its entrance would have been fhut 
again ft all to whom I had not myfelf given 
the talifman for its dilcovery 

The prefent brother reckife is far front, 
coniidering his lot as an enviable one j he 
rather complains in the terrible dialed^ of 
his native country, Tyrol, of the haraffing 
and unchriftian times upon which fate has 
thrown him. Only fee,” faid he, 4 * how 
“ the impious emigrants bave deftroyed 
“ my . garden! all my falad is trodden 
“ down; and they have even taken the 
“ bell-rope from the chapel ! — ah, it api 
“ pears^to me as clear as day that it is all 
“ over with religion !” ” 

This anti-alphopfo, in company with 
four dogs, three cats, apd fotp§ magpies, 
generally inhabits a' roq,tn yety^curloufly 
waipfcptted ; the abundappeofhi xurles for 
the table whiGh are here 'Handing about, 
in kitchen-yef|els and Wine-Balks, form a 
very dohtraft to a- calendar, 

which appeal® ;<fp b« Whdle literary 

Enjoying the 

’ which* any, 
mprtal 


property of the ' holy 
happieft hours of 
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mortal under tlie fun can poffibly be 
bleifed, and which, by perfons defirous of 
devoting themfelves to works intended 
for the purchafe of immortality, would be 
confidered as invaluable, he appears, as 
Leifewiz expreffes himfelf, to have no am- 
bition of obtaining any more of the laurels 
of godlinefs than will ferve to procure him 
feafoning for his broth; and if his falad- 
bed were but fullered to remain unmo- 
lefted, he would not care what became 

'M' 

of all the countries in the: world; every 
thing* that does not immediately concern 
himfelf is viewed by him with like in- 
difference. ; 


At the town of Friburg I ftayed only a 
few hours. The company at the Table* 
tfh&tte eotffiffed merely of emigrants, one 

, ' , 4 * jj* % V ' * i j f , 

of wBoib, ^ho iffa# formerly been pagMo 
the (36uut d’A^I*" diftinguifhOd himfelf 
particularly by his frantic braggadocios. 

He afferted, with the J^bn^eft oaths, 
that thi ancient fplendotir W'fhe French 
court would now be immediacy reftored ; 
nt^’ it r Paris, however, where According to 
his opinion hot one ftone ought to be 
i: " left 
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left (landing on another, but at Lyons, as 
he could affert from very good authority. 
The national troops, whom he ftigmatized 
as nothing but a daftardly rabble, he faid 
could not poffibly keep the field for another 
month, and the powers combined againft 
‘France had given their word of honour 
to the emigrants, that coft what it would, 
they (hoyld be retaliated in their ancient 
rights. Indeed, he added, it, was well 
known that the accomplifhment of this 
purpofe was the foie motive which in- 
duced them to take up arms. ^ 

Tbefe and the like fanfaronades are to 
be heard daily in every town in Switzer- 
land, where the emigrants affemble to- 
gether by thoufands in all public places; 
and it is mcomprehenfible to fffe.Jjpw they 
can dill cling ^||i the %meftcoiffidence to 
a hope, the rc.imzatioh!f • which . no rea- 
fonable or impartial obfettfer of the prefent 
current of lfrpisiph affairs can any longer con- 
fider as pofiible. Only a very few of the 
more rational atnong them begin to emerge 
from this frenzy, and in- order to avoid 
*' dying the death of Ugolino, to think of 
* J - ' feme 
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fome creditable means of gaining a liveli* 
hood. Two Marquifles in this refpe& parti- 
cularly defcrve to be mentioned with efteero 
and commendation, fmce *hey have had 
ftrength of miad fufRcient to throw afidc the 
tattered garments of ancient prejudices, and 
in defiance of the feoffs of their whole Cafte, 
to go as apprentices to a joiner, where they 
now maintain themfelvcs in a very com* 
fortabie and honourable way. Such con- 
duct will always procure efteem from all 
whofe opinion fe' of any value, while the 
rout who only cry out, inftead of working, 
nyho ^bnly pant for revenge, inftead of 
taking up arms themfelves, an<$ who pay 
the Swifs for granting them an afylum, with 
infolence and reproaches on their well- 
judged lieufiality,, will always be brandedi 
infamy, . jj a L-ibon will '.big 
refufed ^jp^'of'JEuropev; ' 

That there among the. emigrants'' 
many kooefl* meritorioug|; and amiable 
jaen, . Who an equal^% : <on .our 
apd;,cotns^ffiom.'*b|hjt : :of my ac- 
tance, whole- credibility I .|aye'- not the 
km& afibred.met but 
. V l" -,, 1 ' . - ■ l know 
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I know not through what difafter it has 
happened, that, excepting three' or four, 1 
have only met with fucb as were imperious, 
puffed Up with conceit, boafters, and frivo- 
lous in the higheft degree; fpeaking of all 
Who were not' emigrants with the utmoft 
contempt, drtd caftinjg flighting refletTions 
oh all other nation# Without exception ; • 
always appearing to confider themfelves as 
the quintelTence of all human fociety, and 
on every opportunity talcing care to iuake it 
publicly known as their fiked Opinion, that 
the whole world ought to concern them- 

'$r 

felves on no other matter at prefent but cm 
obtaining 'victory to their foi-dijimt good 
cahfe. 1 • ■{' 

|n thus furnifhing thy contribution to- 
wards de^h eating the ehafa&ei^of a new 
cUfs of men, I tiMre be^n lmpdtl^ntdy led 
froth 'another ‘'had .air 

ttioft tteh to mehtidfi a letter .I have 
juff receive^ #|d which has rCcaIlCd;tp:ihy 
mind,'in'lli^i|r' ; !tv i isly marthCr, oh&of the 
happieft thy life. It Was froth 

on# of ' th#>.firrfehds : of and" con-; 

tamed att account of the ^|| of moft of the 
" young 
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young mert with whom my correfpondent 
and myfelf had lived in habits of intimacy 
at Klofter-Bergen and Halle, IVlany of 
them are already, alas ! in their graves, and 
of thofe fill] living, one only, whofe rao- 
deft willies were confined to being a village 
parfon, has reached the boundary to which 
he afpired. All the, reft, whofe more am- 
bitious defires foared with youthful bold- 
riefs far beyond any goal they could 
probably attain, have been thruft by the 
hand of fate into fituationa on which at 
that time they would have looked down 
with contempt. 

This account of my former fchool-fel- 
lows called up in my mind the recolledion 
of my boyiflv years, with impreflions fo 
ftrong antbyivid, that the Lake of Geneva 


feemed to vanifh from rrty fight 
in garden of 

Bergch, withiMi&y arcifihg'''?l^-w«ik^the 
adjacent meadows, the Elbe wicli the ftiiji- 
rnills and boats, and the yehera$de tower of 
thecathedralofMagdehoufgwere , prefeflt 
; ^o my l^aginaUpu in the moft finable and 
animated colours* There it was that my 


youth 
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youth was formed, and that I pafied the 
golden morning of fenfibility, in which the 
cheerful dawn encompafled my whole ex- 
iftence as with a glory, and every objc£t 
borrowed the i*ofy tints of the airy perfpec- 
tive through which it was viewed. 

May Heaven grant me ere I die, once 
more to behold thofe meadows by the 
fhores of the Elbe, where, ftretched .under 
a willow, with the fongs of Offian in my 
hand, I have frequently fpent vflhole hours 
together, of which I can truly exdaim with 
Wieland, ' ’ 

“To, me no god again can give ye back !” 

No one ever fung fo affe&ing a m&nody 
to the paft happinefs of youthful life as 
Gray — aman whole heart was formed 
from wifdom and .nature, and wj$nfe friend- 

' - > I ^ t » 

fh|p, from the peculiar faphion of his mind, 
was, one of the moffc im|>ortant gifts that 
fate could beftow upon any one. Oh, had 
I enjoyed it, as you did, a monument had 
long ago; been ereGed to his manes in the 
fequefteted garden of Valeires ! 
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Ab happy bills ! ah pleating Me * 

Ah fields belov’d in vain ! 

Where once my carelefs chd/lhood ft y 

A ftranger yet to pain ! 

I Feel the gales that from yc blow, 

A momentary blifs bellow, 

As waving frcfti then gladfome wing 

My weary foul they feem to foOth, 

And redolent of Joy and youth 

To breathe a feeoud fpring. 

uRAY» 

I ne«*«ead this ftania without feeling it 
in the inmoft recedes of my heart ; and 
it has always appearedto me, notwithftan - 
iB g what Jolmfon fays, that the whole ode 
deferves a very high rank amdng the chef- 
tToeufres of Lyric poefy. Meed .the 
above-named critic and biographer, cold m 
' :« waerati temperament, feems pecuha J 
unj-. deciftons upon Grays poetical 

meat;. -4 a»if '$$****&■ his works 
critical only for bb owb 

eyes, and wljh led m *>¥* t0 allftakt 
freckiea for mdLj ; , 

WXxh regard tp ^";" " T 8 of- health t 
have never heard i?y other opifo° n 
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Tiflot’s. He fees lefs danger than the phy- 
fician who was firft confulted, and recom- 
mends him to adopt the fafliionable regimen 
of grapes, whiph for fome time paft has 
been confidcred as performing miracles. I 
was much pleafed with this opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with fo celebrated 
a phyfician, but I find that his fame, as is 
by no means unufual, is much greater in 
foreign countries than in his native town. 
For this lie is principally indebted to the 
great influx of foreigners from all parts of 
Europe into the Helvetic Cantons, which 
has now continued for fo many years. In 
Tiffot’s outward manner reigns a degree 
of coldnefs, exceeding any t^lng of the 
kind that has ever fallen under my obferv- 
ation ; but at the fame time all tyho, from 
a longer intercourfe with him, are become 
more fully acquainted his real charac- 
ter titan myfclf, affirm him to be one of the 
moft faithful of friends, and that no perfon 
upon earth is more adtively 2ealous for pro- 
moting the general liappinefs of mankind. 

y If 
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If I miftake not, Suker, in the Journal of 
his Travels to Nice, gives the like opinion 
of him. 

I embrace you with aft my foul. Vale 
et ama. 
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Grandclos, June 3d, 1793, 

W ith the pleafure of a naturalift who 
places a newly-acquired fpecimert in 
his collection, I have entered the name of 

% I 

[Francis Huber in the catalogue of cele- 
brated men with whom I have become per- 
Tonally acquainted. I was lately in com- 
pany with this interefting blind man, ami 
was no lefs captivated with the eloquence 
of his converfation than with the ferentty 
of his mind. Rifing fuperior to his cala- 
mity in the lofs of fight, which to us who 
can fee, appears fcarctly lefs terrible 
thfc death itfelf, cheerfulnefs and calm 
content are his infeparable companions; 
and his internal light, ' united with the 
magic of an inexhauftible imagination, 
indemnify him more than fufficiently, as 
he allured me, for his external darknefs. 
As we were one day walking together to 
Roche, he fak} that he was always de- 
lighted with painting in his mind an idea 
, Y 2 of 
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of the country through which he palled, 
from the conceptions lie imbibed by means 
of his hearing and feeling ; and he allured 
me, that when he repofes under the lhade 
of a fpreading tree, and iillcns to the rulh- 
iftg of the waters, he conceives the idea of 
fo charming a iandfeape around him, that 
it could fcarcely be equalled by the reality. 

It is related of the Arabian poet Abulola 
Ahmed, who was deprived of fight by the 
fmall-pox in the third year of his age, that he 
retained no recolle&ion of any thing he had 
previoufly feen, except the red colour. Our 
blind man, from the later period of life at 
which hfe fuftained* hia calamity, more hap- 
pily for himfolf, as. well as for others, re- 
tains in his mind ft at accurate ideas of what 
he had acquired in Ms former ftate, that me 
is not only pcrfo&ly acquainted with co- 
lours, but hlfo with figures, forms, and 
proportions : and thus he can conceive in 
his mind, al in a camera-obfcura, feenes 
which might at leaft have exigence m ori- 
ginality. It is very rarefy that he wants a 
guide in his own houfo, 4s he has cords 
fixed from one room another, the direc- 
' tions 
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lions of which Wtf knows, and by which 
he guides hin^felf. 

But what has hitherto been mentioned 
appears trifling and infignjficant when we 
are led to couflder the toilfnine path, foi fo it 
muft be under his peculiar circumftances, 
which he purfues as a natural!!!. In this, 
his chief affiftant, his more than right 
hand, his eyes, as he may fairly be called, 
is a man of the name of Burncns, who is 
fcarcely a lefs extraordinary character than 
Huber himfelf. This man, by birth a 
French Swifs, was firft employed by Huber 
to read to him the ,beft works in natural 
hiftory and natural jphilofophy, by which 
means he imperceptibly acquired a confider- 
ablq degree of proficiency in thole fcieuccs. 
In qonfeqncnce of this prpgrefs, the natu- 
ralift began to employ him in making phi- 
lofophical experiments; here was a ucw 
field opened for the difplay of his abilities, 
and fie foon learned not only to perform 
thf experiments themfelveswith the greateft 
dexterity, hut ev«$ t;o tf^ke m?ny of tbe 
Iqftruttmnts neceflary for his purpofes, and 
very much tp improve others. At laft this 

y 3 « inde- 



3*6 LETTER XXVIII. 

indefatigable man rofe fo far above that 
mediocrity which in the arts and fciences is 
iniupportable, and any thing elfe rather 
than golden, that Huber through his ob- 
fri vations and experiments feemed to regain 
the full ufe of his fight, fince he could now 
fee every thing as ftrongly and clearly 
through the eyes of his fervant, to whom 
the ftudy of natural hiftory foon became a 
paflion, as Pfeffel faw through the eyes of 
his friend Lerfe. 

After reading Reaumur’s obfervations on 
bees, Huber and. Biirnens repeated his ex- 
periments with the defired fuccefs j but as 
neither of them coulcf be content to fit down 
quietly at the end of the beaten path of 
their great prcdeceflbr, they purfued their 
refoarches upon this fubjeCi for eight years 
together* with ftill iocreafing ardour, and 
made a number of new difeoveiies relative 
to thefe curious animals, as well as cor- 
rected many erroneous opinions enter- 
tained by others* To ftiph lengths did 
Biirnens carry his refildfs zeal in the caufe, 
that he would often lay for whole days to- 
gether before a bee-hive, making hjs ob- 

fervations ; 
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fervationa j nor, till the darknefs broke in 
upon this favourite occupation, did he 
begin to find the fenfations of hunger and 
thirft, or to feel the fmart of the (tings he 
had received in th<?* courfe of his long, 
watching. An enthufiafm of a fimilar kind 
was (hewn by Swammerdam, who once 
fat for many hours before a bee-hive in the 
burning heat of the fun, with his head un- 
covered, becaufe his hat, he (aid, ©cca- 
fioned a (hade which was an obstacle to his‘ 
obfervations. 

Three years ago Bonnet imparted to me 
the firft letter which Huber had addreffed 
to him on the fubjeCt of bees, in which he 
relates a feries of nice and fortunate ob- 
fervations, by Which he had irrefutably 
proved, that the queen bee is not fruitful of 
herfelf, but becomes fa only through con- 
nection with a drone* which connection 
takes place in the ait in the fame manner as 
with ants and ephemera. At that time 
thefe obfervations appeared do me as de- 
cidedly new as Tredabley’s on the polypus j 
but I have fince learned from more accu- 
rate inquiries, that a German, actuated by 
Y 4 a like 
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a like fplrit of inveftigation, had previoufly 
come almoft as near to an explanation of 
thefc cyphers in the fcjoo k of Nature as Hu- 
ber himfejf. As a proof of this, nothing 
more is requisite thai to read what Liitti- 
chau has published on th| fubje£t of bees. 
How many difcoverics, experiments, and 
obfervatione of the French and Englifh 
would be Gripped of the dazzling Nimbus 
of ppveky, if our language were more ge- 
nerally known, or If the people of thofe 
two nations could diveft themfelves in fome 
degree of that felftih vanity which leads 
them to detra& from every thing that does 
not belong to their refpedfrive countries; and 
could fubftitute in its place that general en- 
largement of mind which does juftice to 
merit, wherever or in whomfoever it is to 
be found. • 

The blind natural# in queftion, is a fon 
of the celebrated Huber of Geneva, who 
lived in habits of fuch extreme inti- 
macy with Voltaire, and to whom Sulzer 
has ere&ed an immortal monument by the 
manner in which he has mentioned him in 
his u Tk mm f the Fine Ants and Science*” 

Huber, 
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Huber, through his ready and cutting wit, 
kuejv how to keep the aged poet of Ferney 
in as good order as did formerly that epi- 
grammatic fcorpion Piron, a man whofe 
pre-eminence in tihe ""talent of Wounding, 
even Voltairett^pd not help acknowledg- 
ing, as he One day faid of him» “ There is 
“ no dealing with that roan, he has his wit 
« always at his-sfingers’ ends.** 

Huberts' talent^ /hoW'ever, were not con- 
lined to faying cutting J things in converfa- 
tion, he* is befides a& an author; 

and the phblic of-it very cur 

riptio, 'of* birds, 
a fmgulalf ' but 

it was' -onO^n-Wl^^'he'^ ilwfiyr employed 
himfeli W ■•m^i^ t: ’llhfef^tlons when he 
was ;hunti«^^^^^^.«^i-- he j^iilionarely 
ioved. ekt#adi;d|jary prodiiiSlon, 

on it 'contains, 

iia“ %ir«i ’'takes' in 
its '^def^pd l; lfe|; - . idea • of de- 

nnyfcaftlo^.'h^ &f the 

2SicpEa^^3a0olBj( •'*3ay is 'pot 
Iczap^b-^ other. ^ In- ' 

deed it is tfrifrender 'it 

intelligible. 
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intelligible, fince, without luch illuftrations, 
it would be beyond all difpute the moft in- 
compreheofible work that has ever appeared, 
fince the difcovery of the art of printing. 
Huber alfo acquired considerable' fame as a 
painter of quadrupeds. W, 

But his moft ftriking talent ' was the 
inimitable manner in which he cut out 
landfcapes In paper. The corredtnefs and 

' ** i ' ^ < * \ J t * ' \ 1 

ftrength of his dutjihes^ the richnefs and 
propriety of the dilpofition, the delicacy 
and lightnefs of the trees, and above all 
the ftriking likenefles ofthe portraits he 
introduced, areWorthy of the higheft ad- 
miration. One of thefe pieces I faw in 
the pofleflion of Bonnet at Genthod. It 
reprefented Voltaire mounting his Pegafus, 
in his favourite coftuth^, bi$ hight gown, 
periwig, fdbt a&ually 

in the ftirrupj, and -|tt ettd^avotiring to raife 
the. other, ,his : off j on the 

fide ftandiS as the 

bonodary’^N&^l^v^lbich the pbet is 
juft;,begl^ ' 

'Hub^NSd ':^ .oweri-eyewifed fits talent 
|n cutting- Ot|t* , 'Vdltiifo*s 'profile,, that at 
v , , laft 
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laft the contour became fo perfectly fami- 
liar to him, that he could not only cut 
it with the greateft accuracy with his 
hands behind him, but could even diredk 
a piece of bread between the teeth of a 
dog with fuch; ^exterity as to make the 
animal bite it into a likenefs of that phi- 
lofopher. The truly original manner in 
which he alfo formed the like profile in 
fnow is well known, or at Ieaft may be 
fafily conje&ured,;' 
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Zutfeb, July jth, 1793. 
t WRITE to you, ray dear Bonftetten, 
-*■ from our friend Fdfsli’s, in the very 
fame room where, in the year 1787, I 
firft became acquainted with this amiable 
and highly-cultivated man, from whofe 
friendfliip I have fince derived fo much 
pleafure and inftru&ion. You know from 
experience how mtich be poffeffes the art 
of making his Jioufe truly agreeable, and 
will therefore fcarcely need lo be allured 
that I reckon the days I have fpent in it 
as among the m oft pleafent in my life. 
Whenever he can obtain a fliort refpite 
from his bufinefs, width, has inertafed con- 
fidcrably fince you Were laft here, we Walk 
together, either on the banks of the Lake, 
or on thofe of the Litnaiat, and my plea- 
' furls in revifiting theft dienes is doubled 
by the charms of his foriety. We went 
yefterday to the ^booting-place to fee Geffi. 

ner’s 
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ner’s monument* which indeed forms a 
moft beautiful ornament to that pleafant 
promenade; I fend you the beft drawing; 
of it that I have been able to procure. 

I lately received i very high gratifica- 
tion from reading Gefiher’s firft attempts 
in the pt&tical line, in the very room. In 
which be ^rin^pally TUffiied h|& ; different 
employi&egjjj^^ 

— ^thefii 


Anacreoriticfdns, 
poetry, 
he has -left- a v | 



; chiefly of 
jof profaic 
papers 
“ ‘the Sour 
of hu- 
pep of 

to what 
artlefs 

fcenes, ; J|l| : }$$&. far 
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the circle in which he moved. His mi-* 
roerous defigns are pafted on large folio 
iheets of blue paper, and bound with a 
lettering on the back, Gejfner's Studies. 
It were much to be wilhed that thefe, 
which would prove extremely inftru&ive 
to- young artifts, fhould be engraved, and 
by this means brought it into general 
knowledge and circulation. 

A hiftory of the extraordinary procefs 
which led to the developeraent of Gcflher’s 
genius, bqth as a, poet and an artift, would 
doubtlefs be a great acquifition, both to 
the tepublic of the arts and) of literature. 
Yet no man could be properly qualified to 
execute fuch an undertaking till he had 
previoufly ftudied with care and attention 
all his early writings and defig as $ and had 
alfo received from, the mouth qf 4u$ wife, 
who was the gttat * man's • Confidential 
friend, and' the qonftaht critic of his works 
to the laft' moment of his life, fuch ma- 
terials as (he only could furoifli, and without 
which the fhetch muft be a perfe£jfc nullity. 

Both Ge£Tner*s fqns sufe worthy of fueh 
a father., The eldeft follows the profeflion 

of 
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of a landfcape painter, and, according to 
the opinion of a very competent judge, 
is likely to rife to great eminence in 
liis art, fince in the Ihort career he has 
already run lie has made a gigantic pro- 
grefs towards perfe&iou. He is particularly 
fuccefsful in painting battles and horfes ; 
even while he was ftudying at Rome, the 
latter were the affonilhment of all * who 
faw them, both artifls and connoifleurs, 
and yet tliefe are far exceeded by his later 
productions, as his laH work .is always his 
bell*. During his refidence in Italy he 
received feverai letters from his father upon 
the obje&s of the art, which are not lefs 

* The young artift here mentioned is the tame who ha* 
now been tefident in London for pear'thtee jears. bom 
and educated in a country where s&I the beautiful and fub- 
licwe in nature ate concentrated, aqd which he ha4 been in 
the habit of ftudying from his cat heft youth, his landfcapes 
bear a (hiking impiel&on of accuracy and originality. But 
it were fupetfluous here to enter upon an culogium of his 
talents, fince the works that have appeared by him in three 
fueceffive Exhibitions of tht Royal Aiadsmy liaVe borne 
ample teftimony to the truth and juftice of l|ie tribute paid 
them by Matthifibn j while all who are pcrfonaily ac- 
quainted With him will not hefitate to join in equal admi- 
ration of his amiable manners. T* 

admirable, 
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admirable, and worthy of being prefefited 
to the public, than his letter upon Jand- 
fcape-painting. 

Geflner’s youngeft fon unites to much 
knowledge and fcience a very refined and 
corredt tafte, and extenfive reading; he 
carries on his father’s trade of bookfelling, 
and is in a very profperous way of bufmefs. 
The fitter of thefe two young men is mar- 
ried to a. perfon of the name of Zellweger, 
formerly an inhabitant of the canton of 
Appenzell, but now* eftablilhed as a mer- 
chant at Genoa. 

With a kind of religious reverential awe 
did I enter a clofet where hangs a por- 
trait of Geflher painted by Graf, a very 
ftroug likenefs. This hallowed fpot is alfo 
decorated with fome of his beft lendfeapes, 
which arc to remain in thcjfedfily as an 
inalienable inheritance, and with a very 
good butt of him by that able fculpior 
Chriflen. 

Of all GelTnef’s poems, “ The Firjt 
* 4 Navigator? was that to which he himfelf 
gave the preference, and what he read 
over the tnoft frequently. To “ The Death 
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“of Abel f on the contrary, he afligned 
the laft place among his poetical works. 

Some days ago I was very agreeably fur- 
prifed by “receiving a vifit from the author 
of “ Lienhard and Gertrud *f and re- 
newed my acquaintance with him with in- 
finite pleafure. He is a very plain un- 
afluming man, yet fulL of ardour for the 
freedom, happinefs, 1 and information of 
mankind ; the promotion of thefe objedts 
lies as near to his heart, and is as ar- 
dently cherifhed by him, as the welfare 
of his deareft friend. 

At Tobler’s houfe I met the celebrated 
preacher J. G. Schulthefs, who appears to 
poflefs a confiderable fhare of learning 
with a very clear and excellent head. He 
has written a number of epigrams with 
inimitable gtece and refinement, in the 
true tafte of the Greek Anthologia : a 
fingle one of thefe contains, in my opinion, 
more ir.tr infic value than whole volumes 
of the works of - -- - or — r— . 

In the botanic garden, where I have 
fperit many Very pleafant hours, there is 
**Peftalozzi. 

Z 


now 
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How a tulip-tree in full flower which pro** 
bably exceeds in fize and beauty any; one 
of the kind in Europe. 

S» tells nie, in his laft letter, that 

he eannot come hither before the latter 
end of this month* I have therefore de* 
termiaed to employ the interval, till that 
time, in an excurfion to the Grifons j and 
purpofe fctting off to-morrow in the boat 
from Chnr, Adieu, 
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Malans in the Giifons, July i+th, 1793. 

W HAT I have many years ardently 
wilhed for, the mild genius of friend- 
lhip at length grants. Salis, my deareft 
Bonftetten, after a long and dangerous cir- 
cumnavigation, is at laft returned to the 
•ftill fhades of domeftic life, never to quit 
them more; foon will he be fettered in roly 
bonds, nor any longer require the admo- 
nitions of a Cato to warn him againft re- 
turning to the den of the Cyclops. 

From this time I fliall confider our friend 
as really beginning to live ; and accord- 
ing to appearance he will be of nearly 
the fame femimepts with the Conful Mar- 
cus Plautius, who confidered himfelf as 
only having lived thole nine years that he 
pafled in a dignified retirement, far from 
the aflemblies of the people and the din 
of arms* • 

z a Pa 
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On the fixth of July, at four, in the 
afternoon, I left Zurich in the boat from 
Chur, Which is covered, and in' general 
made very convenient. Seldom have I 
travelled fd cheaply, for the twenty hours 
from Zurich to Malang, including the ex- 
poses at the inn, coft me no more than 
a new Louis- d^on The company con- 
fifted Chiefly of people frdm Ziiricb* feme 
of whom were going to Pfeffers, others 

into Italy; •• 

At fuh-fet we landed at Meilen, a vil- 


lage on the left 'Ihore of the Lake, where 

we found iiipper already & rved «P* When 
we returned again to our boat," the failors 
were bufied in 'removing the benches, and 
fpreading ftravir .for- beds, on which wre 
•yrcte '^li^nged by -theTide other. 

3‘fl^^d'ihid^the' ^fen^^' ; the :: : .oarP,' and 
did m ’**&« •: from a 

fluU>ber,*thaW which, that 'of vthe illuftrious 

.%lyee, cduid^nothave'-beeu fweeter. The 

; upon Which I caft ray«®ye» on 

■ t-. ntv 
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my awaking was the ifland of Ufnau, 
which feemed to fwim in th6 ruddy va- 
pours of the morning as if enfolded, in a 
tranfparent. veil. Gladly , would I have 
landed to tread the holy ground* where 
one of the greateft men* that our natipn 
ever produced, difowned by the timid crew 
whom in his prosperity he had called his 
friends, at lad terminated his tempedudus life 
in helplefs exile. But the veflel glided by, 
and I Could only in fpirit reft on-.the fpot 
which enclofes the duft of that bold orator 
of Germany, whofe efforts at reformation 
although unfuccefsful, paved the way for 
the more fuccefsful career run by , Luther. 
Almoft three centuries have elapfed lince 
that time, and Hill every attempt to pro- 
cure a complete edition of this great man’s 
works, and^us appeafe.his angry Shade, 
has .proved abortive for . want of Sufficient 
fupport from, the public. The firft part, 
which appeared , ten years > ago, has never 
been folio wed by a, Second, beeaufefcarcely 
fo many purchasers were found* Jfor a pub- 
lication, of this fterling value as for the 
moil naufeous crudity frpm the world of 
23 enchant- 
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enchantment, chivalry, and apparitions. 
Indeed a nation capable of {hewing this 
indifference to one of the nobleft fpirits 
{he ever produced, is unworthy of num- 
bering among her fons, an Ulric of Hutten. 

At Laehen, feven hours diftant from 
ZUrich, we were divided into three chaifes* 
Thefe brought Us, towards noon to Wefen, 
a pObr little town, where moft of the 
houfes art: half funk in a morafs, which, 
in its definitive influence on the health 
of the inhabitants, yields but little to the 
exhalations of the Pontine mar flies. 

The navigation of the Lake of Wallen- 
ftadt is confidered as one of the moft dan- 
gerous in Switzerland, fince from the 
water’s being almoft entirely furrounded by 
perpendicular rocks, a veffel rauft inevita- 
bly be loft in a fudden ftoritt. The day 
was fultry, the boat expofed, and* fo 
thronged with paffengers, that the free ufe 
of my anfts was denied tnc, and I found 
ayfclf almoft in the filliation of Mr. Hoi- 
well when he with his companions were 
confined in the black hole. Thus cireum- 
ftanced, it was no bonder that neither 
, 3 the 
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the pi&urefque water-falls, nor the fantaftic 
forms of the rocks that bordered the Lake, 
had power to make much imprefiioa on 
my foul. After four long wearying hours, 
we at length landed at Wallenftadt. At 
the inn I faw a family-painting by Diogg, 
one of the beft portrait-painters of our 
times, who lives at Rapperfchweil, and 
whom I faw lately at Ziirich, when he 
won my heart very much by his extreme 
modefty. Herzel, the immortalizer of 
Kleinjogg, has made this artift, and his 
remarkable figure, the fubje& of a very 
excellent effay. 

From this place we proceeded otf our 
journey by land, and came at the clofe of 
evening to Ragaz. The hotel to which 
we were recommended for our night- 
quarters, vpas dirty and djfagreeahle beyond 
defcription, and 1 conceive myfelf now to 
have acquired, from my own obfervatipn, 
a perfect idea of the Spanifli inns, fo fa* 
mous for their indefcribable filthinefs, and 
refembling the habitations of gypfies rather 
than the rettdenees of any more decent fet 
of beings. 


*4 


On 
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Ou the following morning I joined our 
friend kalis, who ftdl lives with liis father 
at the caflle of I>od mar. This vaft ilruc- 
turc Hands on an eminence diredily above 
Malaus, and commands an exttnlive view 
over a large part, of the great valley, which, 
divided by the Rhine, winds between two 
chains of high hills. 

After dinner we vifited at Colonel Tcfta* 
lozzi’s, in whole daughter I was introduced 
to the future bride of my friend. Moll 
certainly he lias fallen upon a happy lot, 
fincc ill this lady the moral graces feem. 
blended with the pureft nature, and the 
fofteft feminine manners j a character which 
proinifes to confer upon him unalloyed 
liappincfs in every remaining ftage of bi$ 
life. 

We immediately began to form plans 
for exeurfions about the furrounding coun- 
try, moR of which have been carried into 
execution. 

Ope ol thefe was to Reichenau, where 
a fociefy ol philaiithropiJds, at.whofe head 
is a peifou pf the name of Tfchamer, have 
very recently inftituted an academy for 

*»/l urn firm 



LETTER XXX. 


345 


education, of which great expectations may 
juftly be formed. They have purchafed 
the caftlc of Reichenau, and fitted up the 
apartments for the teachers and pupils, with 
io much propriety and convenience, that 
excepting the rooms at the ex-academy 
of Deil'au, I have never feen any which 
fimek me fo much as patterns of their 
kind., from a terrace in the caftle-garden, 
there is a particularly advantageous view 
of the junction of the Upper with the Lower 
Rhine. 

I fpeni only a few hours at Chur, and 
thofc in a very mixed company. Semon- 
ville had lately pafled through that town, 
and, according to his ufual cuiloin, Squan- 
dered his money every where with the 
prodigality of a Ilaihaw ; it is laid tlut he 
even paid a new Louis-cfor per diem, for 
leading each of his hories, without taifing 
one tingle objection to fo exorbitant a de- 
mand. 

I could not refiit venturing upon the 
dangerous undertaking of making a vifit to 
the fpring which iupplies* the bath at 
Pfeifers, and I now congratulate myfelf 

on 
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on having fcen this wonder of nature, 
Which filled me with alternate admiration 
and horror. 

When our guide had opened the door at 
the entrance of the pafiage that leads to the 
fpring, we feeraed on a fudden tranfported 
from the cheerful regions of the upper 
world to the gates of Orcus. Two high 
upright rocks, towering fiercely one above 
the other, composed of rude mafles as 
from the hands of the Titans, form a fort 
of gallery, on the left fide of which run 
the pipes that convey the water from the 
jfpiiflg to the bath-houfe, and which are 
fifftened to the rock with irori bars and 
fltfMps. * A fucceffion of planks are alfo 
ihfpended to the rock by the fame means, 
dhd intended to ferve as a foot-way along 
the pafiage, but it. is indeed a moft infecure 
ohe, fined the boards are fo weak that they 
vrtll dot admit of two people going directly 
behind each other without imminent danger 
o # their breaking. Below thefe the Ta* 
mine, a foaming torrent, rolls with the 
thunder of a catarad through an horn* 
bk gulph, and were the feeble planks to 
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give way, the adventurer muft inevitably be 
plunged into this tumbling flood, from 
which there is as little hope of de&veratieo 
as from the whirlpool of Chary bdi$»; 

' The rocks were now one rarest* com- 
pletely dofed over our heads, then again 
they feparated, and fufFered.a faint twilight 
to penetrate through, the fiffures. Butthi# 
afforded us little cpnfolation, fince -on the 
edges of thefe we beheld monftrpus blocks 
of granite hanging * as if fufpended only by 
a thread/ and threatening every, moment m 
fall upon our heads-with afearful cra£b* 
Sometimes, on account of the numerous 
projedions in the rocks aboycvtis, wcMcm 
obliged rather to era wl along than to.walik 
upright, and in rnapy , , places they .were 
broken .Jby clefts and v cavities, when the 
flenderpkf alone was bptween ua and the 
torrent/ ?wfcch kept .fucb roaring .fh*t »o$ 
one among us efubf hear the -voice of the 
other, Thefehorrors had, fo $jpng on 
effect upon the nerves of one o£,the com- 
pany, that he wasjwholly overpowered, and 
*®eUn^uifiaing the enterprife, turned back 
ore bp had die honour of arriving at the 
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goal. The reft of tis proceeded on cou- 
lSigeoufly, till at length a cloud of va- 
ftoftr rofhing From an opening in the fide 
of the left-hand rock, announced our ap- 
proach to the end of dUr labour, and foon 
after we beheld the fpring itfelf. The ex- 
traordinary manner in which this wonder 
was difcoveredjit is probably needlefs to re- 
peat to you, who are fo well acquainted with 
e*very cireuthftance relative to your native 
Country }— who have ftudied its hiftory, both 
Civil and natural* with fiich extreme accu- 
racy, as fcarcely to fuffer any chronicle* le- 
genii, or even popular tradition, which had 
the reinoteft reference to it, to efcape your 
refear^hes. ■ ‘ ' *1* • 

Our curiofitv gratified, we fet out oh our 
return, andwere as much rejoiced when we 
arttved again at the bath-houffe||as Milton 
when he fkhifed the light after His te-afeent 
fjrbm'helL ' '' **.'■'*•* v " * ■ 

The pllafanteft day l fpent during my 
ftay in the Grifons, was with a fmall but 
feie& company? at a Sentihiitte. The wea- 
thef : 'w i a's' : '^fadifaital, and the Tcten6ry*?dtC>'« 
played thi^tiabft enchanting variety. Around 
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the horizon were fpread the fummits of 
numbfcrlefs hills, juft difcernible amid ; th© 
blue vapours of the heavens, but majeftic 
above all rheCalanda reared its hoary bead. 
At our feet lay the village of Malans 5 far- 
ther on flowed the Rhine through a plain 
fcattered over with villages and Angle -ha- 
bitations, and at no, great diftance the an- 
cient fortrefs of Weinek was feen* riling 
from amid 1 dark woods. The friendly 
groves ferved us for fhade, and rivulets 
clear as cryftal murmured near us through 
flowery meads j in 1 the former we reclined 
ourfelves, and withoUrfongs, and jokes, were 
as happy as Geflhfeir’s ihepherds on their beds 
of mofs; — while the ftream ferved us to cool 
opr flalks. Along the hedges bloomed the 
beautiful cyclamen europceum 5 the backward 
falling of thischasming flower gives 

it fo airy and fylphifb. an appearance* that 
in' approaching to pluck it, one is alinoft in- 
voluntarily led to ftep fofcly, as ia endea- 
vouring to . catch a butterfly* *1$© flayed 
irt 'this charming' (pot ■■ ; 

, : ‘'•’THlHcfpcrus, like a golden curtain, fpreact 
« Adown the Welki»$? jV „ , f ' -v, . ■ ■ 

and 
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and on leaving it, in fpite of my general 
dillike to all effufions upon Walls', doors, and 
windows, I could newt help, in the joy of 
my heart, writing ©none of the pofts of the 
hut, in remembrance of this day of delight, 
Vixi. 

. Often did we think of you, my beloved 
friend* and wi&ed you ampng us. If on 
fhe twelfth of July you took your accuf- 
tpmed 'Wldk towards fun-fet by the fide 
of the : Lake, and the evening 1 Zephyrs 
wafted tones to your ears for which you 
ibughtinvain to account, know that they 
' froui the • anific of - our ' glafles 
Which wo ftruck 49 wejoyftdly 
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Ermatingen, on the Lake of Conftance, 
Auguft 4th, 1793* 

* * * ' m # 

I have now to import' to you, ray frieo4» 
an example of patriotic contempt of 
death, which, wpulddMerve a place art. 
Thucydides or Livy, , It was related to me 
by a French merchant whom I very. re- 
cently law at Con^nce» and. ^ to 
him in a letter from hi* fpn whoferves 
in the army at Nice, I give you the fk£t 
iimply, and without ornament, as I had it 
from my |oucher. „ # . 

A Freij&h grenadier, on ait expedition 
to the borders of the county of Nice, was 
feparated from his corps, by what accident 
is not known, and was wandering in a 
wild and hilly part of . the country, when 
he was fuddenly furrounded arid difarmed 
by a patrole of the esiemy. Thehrft thmg* 
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the Piedmontefe demanded of their prl- 
foner, were to be informed of his political 
creed, and that he fliould cry, “ Vive Is 
“ Rot ! ” to which he coolly and firmly 
replied, “ Ca ira /” — Enraged at his intre- 
pidity, they then unanimoufly exclaimed, 
“ You are a dead man on this fpot, unlefs 
“ you inftantly ' cry Vive le Roi — The 
Frenchman repeated again “ Ca ira !" — 
“ Jsfow, for the laft time, if thy life be dear 
“ to thee,” they returned, “ cry Vive le 
“ RqH” With thefe words, which were 
uttered with a ftdrm of paflion, they turned 
their bayonets againft the breaft of the Re- 
publican, who tore open his waiftcoat' and 
devoted himfelf to death, ^crying “ Ca ira 
“ fans mot — Scarcely had he pronounced 
thefe words with a tone of refolution that 
gave to the dying jprifoner the dignity of a 
triumphant conqueror,, 'than he" fell to the 
earth overpowered by the ftabs of his mur- 
derers. v-\ •' 

The name of this hero was either not 
known to the merchant’s fon whofe letter 
contain^ the ftory, or he. has dinitted to 
mentidh ■%} I have therefore requefted the 
‘ V f father 
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father to inquire it particularly, and com- 
municate it to me. I ftiould indeed con-* 
fuler it as a ii<bje£t of no {mail regret* 
were this, like too many other names of 
equal merit, to fail of obtaining the im- 
mortality it deferves, from want of a little 
attention to its being diftinguilhcd at the 
proper moment. The circumftancc which 
has refeued the ftofy itfelf from oblivion is 
not unworthy of notice. One of the cye- 
witneffes of the fccne who was foriunately 
endowed with a foul fufceptlblc of receiv- 
ing impreffions from real magnanimity, was 
fo ftruck with the deceafed foldier’s con- 
duct, that he could not help making it 
public in its native beauty, without pmifGon 
or alteration. 

A nation which has fuch patriots to lofe, 
menaces fitful vengeance upon thofe who 
have cortffemncd her force, and the ex- 
ample of fuch a free-will offering as the 
prefent, which befides will fcarcely re- 
main the fingle one of its kind, has in 
its infallible operation the power of a whole 
army* 

A A One 
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One of the principal caufes to which the 
mifcarriage of fo many of the plans hitherto 
formed againff France is to be attributed* 
is. no doubt the high contempt entertained 
for her military ftrcngth. This at the be- 
ginning of the war was carried to fuch 
lengths, that many refpe&able officers of 
— ferioufly gave it as their opinions, that 
a foldier could not fight againfl; fuch a 
rabble without difhonouring himfelfj and 
that the only refource to be devifed for ob- 
viating the danger of fuch difagreeable col- 
lifions, was to raife fome regiments of Jews 
and march them to the Rhine* 

To your queftion rcfpeding our manner 
of living herd* I can give a very laconic 
anfwer. . My bufinefs is much the fame 
as at Grandclos, confequentiy in the dif- 
pofal of my day* no variation of any im- 
portance can be made. $—■ — will proba- 
bly flay with me till O&ober. 

The fituation of the caftle which we 
inhabit is extremely plea&nt, and every 
room on the fide towards the Lake has a 
rjph and extenfive profpe^. To my great 

delight 
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delight ode of thefe has fallen >to 
my ‘ lOt, and as often as I caft my eyes 
from my writing-table I behold the 
i/land of Rcichenau, and beyond it the 
moft charming mixture of hills, villages* 
and groves, quite to the fortrefs ’ of Ho- 
hentwiel, which, juft vifible in the blub 
vapour of the horizon, bounds the circle 
of the profpeft. The painter who Ihould 
undertake to fketch this view, would rind 
it very difficult to follow the Theban pre- 
cept which commands to improve in imi- 
tating.' (e/f to Kpetj'Jov 

My yefterday’s walk Was to the hill of 
Cartel, where the moffy ruins of the 
old caftle form a very pi£turbfque con-* 
draft to the new-built palace ’ih its viti* 
nity. Fn this fpot moft undoubtedly the 
batiks of ;riife 'Lake of Ccftiftanfie are feen 
in the grlateft extent afed moft charming 
variety. ^ >3f " 

I continued the whole forenoaU at the 
ruins, and enjoyed the profpe& before me, 
which is reckoned otte '-Of; the fineft in the 
world, with a foul perfectly ferene and 
awake to the moft lively impreffions. Such 
a a a moments 
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moments of poetical enthufiafm are tbofe 
in which the heart is always moft liable 
to intrusions from the magic creations of 
fancy j was it therefore iurprifing, con- 
lidering my decided preference for the 
Lake of Geneva, the recollection of which 
I could not lofe even on the banks of the 
Lake of Conftance, that I fhould feel an ar- 
dent renewal of a favourite wilh long ago 
formed, that the genius of Aladdin’s lamp, 
or the giant who accord ing to an antient 
northern tradition tore the ifle of Seland 
from Sweden, would lend me his affift- 
ance to remove the ifland of Meinau from 
its prefent iituation and place it between 
Vevay and Meillerie. What an ihexpref- 
fibly fine effect would it have in that fpot, 
and how #ell would it affort with all the 
adjoining feenery, whereas it -iaiaew placed 
fo difadvafttageoufly that it. appears like 
a lonely object , unconne&ed with every 
thing • 

This ^'miracle*' the aecornpli&ment of 
which would certainly not be conferring a 
benefit; upon the Teutonic order, might 
infallibly he efie&ed by means of the 
. enchanted 
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enchanted lamp which CagUoftro fo un- 
accountably forgot to bring away with him 
from the pyramids of Egypt, where it had 
lain buried for fome centuries in a mummy- 
cheft. Poflibly indeed only a Scandinavian 
Rurien-ftaff might be fufficient, and that 
would be much more eafily obtained. An- 
other and far greater miracle, which muft 
immediately follow the firft, would 'be the 
ellabliihnient of a little Platonic republic 
at Mcinau, in its new fixation in the Lake 
of Geneva ; a phenomenon which w r ould 
no lefs aftonith the philofophers of our days, 
than the removal of the ifland would the 
naturalifts. 

This project however, you muft obferve, 
-is confided lblelyto you . under, the facred 
fcal of friendthip. The huds and. bloffoms 
of great v and unb’eardof undertakings, 
which are lb extremely liable to be cut off 
by unforefeep accidents, ihould not be 
brought before the pbblic, , feyt Ihould 
remain in profound , Tecrecy till . ^he fruit 
be properly go|den rule, the 

negled of which inva ^oulaad inftances, 
a a 3 particu- 
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particularly in the departments of litera- 
ture and politics, is among the oldeft and 
moll general complaints made by thofe who 
feek the reformation either of the moral or 
phyfical world. 

With refpeft to the Pfeudo-emerald in 
the monaftery on the ifland of Reichenau 
which on my firft vifit l fuppofed to be 
a Fluor mmeralis , I can now fay for 
certain that I was miftaken, for it is a 
Fluor Jpathofus, and as luch of uncommon 
beauty. 

This would be no unapt matter for a 
Leffingian fable, and the moral might be 
drawn from a circumftance that happened 
to a well-known literary adventurer. Not 
content with the reputation of being a 
man of. talents, which he certainly de- 
fer ved, he got 'himfelf, by" : mentis of a 
falfe ftamp, coined m^p , a Marquis} after 
which he'''.oonld"pp lohjger.'tg^n -any 'credit 
as a genius,: Itut Wais only delpifed and 
ridiculed-: -W - f i; /Sfcpngrel ; limb of quality. 
The ..{unite bobbles a little in one 

fpfped $ the title ofgenius undoubtedly 
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bears about the fame proportion to the 
title of Marquis as that of Emerald to 
Fluor fpatbofus , but not vice- verfa. This 
the writer of the fable, to avoid mifappre- 
henfion, muft not fail to explain by a note 
of illuftration. 


A A 4 
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' Grandclos, Oflober 20th, 1793, 

» return you ’s Travels in Swit- 

1 zer land. When will Alpine wanderers 
forbear to bring owls to Athens? I cannot 
find a Angle chapter of novelty or ori- 
ginality throughout this bulky volume : all 
has been threlhed over and over an hun- 
dred and an hundred times, from the firft 
page to the laft ; and tho traveller appears 
to be one who has rode>fter, apd climbed, 
after, his predecefforsin the tour, with equal 
fervilitv as in his narrative, he. has related, 
ar,d exclaimed after them* 

' It' ib tfe in 
Italy : vfpdpw;, each' other , 

n till it lehetlv tw 


t s 

Greek, Sffl f P 

tjj a t 0 q one • imift )hehc|^t'f,^d, ho^e ; ,t« 
propeed alpng them iifUh$ut topping, 

F . hJothing 
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Nothing can appear more extraordinary 
than that among the many Swifs pilgrims 
who of late years have publifhed their tra- 
velling journals, not one lhould have been 
induced either by a fpirit of curiofity, or a 
wi£h of producing a work that might have 
fome claim to novelty, to quit this beaten 
track. Poflibly indeed the excellent inns 
to be found in the cuftomary progrefs, may 
operate with a like attractive power as the 
magnetic mountain in the Arabian Nights; 
but any one who would explore the hi- 
therto negleCted, and to foreign countries 
almoft unknown,, parts of Helvetia, and 
make them the fubjeCt of his animadver- 
fions, would fcarcely be lefs original than 
if he were deferibing a newly-difcovered 
ifland in the South-Sea. The world would 
be equally laftonifhed to find what rich 
gleanings of natural wonders Switzerland 
ftill contains for an authordefirousof bring- 
ing ttyeih ; to f !- tight, aa W Vrsia at tfie num- 
berlefs 'of' antiquity 

which Italy coul^ jitp lutnilfc for a Win- 

Jcelmami to! iliu^ratW ' 

' • • in 
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In this neighbourhood alone, much is 
flill to be found well worthy of the de- 
fcriptive talents of a Meiners or a Hirfch- 
feld. Of the water-fails that lie in the 
travelling route and which have been ac- 
knowledged as canonical, there; are almoft 
as many dcfcriptions , in, exiftence, as there 
are pictures of, Frederick the Great and 
Voltaire;. , but who has ever bellowed a line 
upon the Tine de Cohflans, a cafcade fitu- 
ated between Lafara andCoffonay, although 
its equal for originality and marked dif- 
tin&ion of chfra&er is,fqar$ly any where 
to be found, • 'Again.,' w|^»„'feyer concerns 
hitnfelf vyfth the ibpcep|ahe Orbe ? yet 
its flrong r ^ a ■ ftruqk 
me rnoft forcibly, ? ; it $e£tai4x ^ n dt 

yielded infanae to thatfpring, had a Petrarch 
lived in its neighbourhood, Horace 
made l^ejjgrqtto of 

Montcher^^;^l;,,^lt‘l;jasdtS i .|nvirbns, are 
in the ■ have 

they ever . a tythe of 

the of 

'feeb- ’ ilfenbeif .;a#fumdred 
■ •■■x: ■ 'times 
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times oVe r? But the magic powers of 
genius firft brought the latter into fame, 
and cuftom has now cftabliflied them as a 
place of refort, elfe they had probably re- 
mained as 1 little known, and as rarely 
vifited as the former. 

I could extend thefe obfervations to a 
very great length, were I to overftep the 
boundaries of that little circle which -firft 
led me into them, ahd pafs into more 
diftant parts. Blit fuffieient is already faid 
to point out to future travellers the exten- 
five fieldfor conqueft ftill prefeoted by the 
Helvetic confederation, cohld they perfuade 
themfelve3 to ftrike into, a new path. The 
moft ample field Would be found in the 
’Valais, the Griforis, and the ltalian -Baili* 
wicks. '• 
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Ulm> January 23d, 31794,. 

M iller, at whofc houie I have fpent 
my firft day of red fince my de- 
parture from Zurich, is gone out on bufi- 
nefs, and till his return I can, converfe 
with you, my dear Bonftetten. The port- 
folio, on which lies the paper whereon I 
am writing, once belonged to Holty, and 
now lies always on Miller’s *defk as a fa- 
cmd memorial of frksndfhip. On calling 
my eyes over the, .shafty fcraps of- that 
amiable poet’s ‘Writing which are Scattered 
over this relic, I ebuid , not help revolving 
in my mind his j«y leishfh and ea¥ly decay, 
and' light ng from the bottom of thy foul^ 
“ Poor •* ■ ! ’ f • : 

The h ihot/ ; oC n ! to 

tThn anhrediy^^’is^ieiSifei^h' any .thing 
worth ootid tig;** "yet % already 

many ‘times rtpfbticied me with not feeing' 
fulhciehily;'4 : r«n,niniamiat' in my- letters; • fchd 
• ‘ p ■ ■ exprefsly 
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exprefsly, at my departure on this prefent 
journey, declared your wifh to accompany 
me ftep by ftep along the trailing comet’s 
track I an> to purfuc, you muft take the 
blame entirely to yourfelf, if my narrative 
fhould be only a tifiue of infignificance* 
Minute details muft from their , very nature 
excite ennui, unlefs the writer were poffeffed 
of fuch rare talents as Marivaux or-Sterne^ 
who could give life and intereft to the 
mo ft ordinary occurrences, through the 
wit and humour, interfperfed in their nar- 
rations. -ii,'#.- 

f rom Zurich toConftance I travelled 
in the Diligence with /peed, convenience, 
and Cheapness* My companions were an 
ex-leader of the chapel-band to the Prince 
Biihop of Bade, and a .draper from Alface. 
The former 'bad loft his place and whole 
property by the Revolution, the latter had 
been a gainer, by tKe iame event from being 
employ ed tn fupplying clothing ; for the 
army*, confequeudy, the political creeds of 
,thefe two gentlemen ' were a$ qppofue to 
each other as black ,$0.; yviftte. They loon 
therefore began fparring with fuch extreme 
• vehemence, 
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vehemence, that I confidered it as my doty, 
if poffible, to flop them. This I accom- 
plished by means of forae mufical queftions 
put to the firft, who certainly was much 
obliged to me for thus Interrupting a con- 
vention, the cataftrophe of which, had it 
been carried farther, might have proved 
very unfortunate to him, from his in- 
feriority in corporeal ftrength to his fans- 
culotte aritagonift. * 

How lamentable it is, that in every 
country Europe, whether interefted or 
not in the French Revolution, it is im pof- 
fible to ftir anywhere, or do any thing, 
without being blafted . by the poifonous 
breath -of party-fpirit j an exhalation fo 
impure, that ih cottages as well as in pa- 
laces every flower foeiability add' hila- 
rity has withered *and died under its in- 
fluence; W 1 *- 1 ’ " v " 

. • • Chance 

might jumble* 'toil^^wWi^e'^ddiott's tb- 
ditninifh tfe© : • tedf vlemfences 

fbciable* 
they eom- 
a wifli that • fbme^ike- 
'■ . •: • cafualty 
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cafualty might afford them an opportunity 
of renewing this acquaintance, the fincerity 
of which expreflions each confirmed to the 
other by the kind preffure of the hand 
mutually given and received. Now, when 
two ftrangers meet in fuch a way, they 
ipy about and inveftigate each other with 
the moft fufpicious caution, to difcover how 
far they may agree or differ in, their po- 
litical creeds ; and according as they find 
themfelves profeffors of the fame, pr of a 
different cockade, whether it be white or 
whether it be tri-coloured, their conduct 
is regulated ; if their fenti meats be the 
lame, they moderately obferve a fallen filence, 
hut if they; differ, a 'furious attack is in- 
ftantly epmmenced, teifch upbraiding his 
antagonift as an enemy to univerfal hap- 
pwefs. 'tyVvffcV '• 

> How often, on fuch Occafions, am I re- 
minded of the ft&s efOmar and AH, one 
of which^ began waftiing at the elbows, 
the •'! other . a$- # - r thq :1> ^iats. of : the fingers. 
S<^rcely:'%d? r #l|';##^ r ! e h| df the'; elbows' 
feea the jcpm^hieh ' journey begin • 

ids- ablution with ! moiftenfag the finger- 
' >.}>. 5 ■ ends r 
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ends, than peace was inftantly broken, and 
the very peri'onS who the moment before 
appeared in brotherly union, wero no longer 
fecurc jg'iinft the moil dreadful eruptions 
of mutu il hatred* 

A \ety laughable cock- lighting lately 
happened at a fupper at Con dance, where 
I wa j « -prefent, between counfUlor X and 
fenator X- The forme* • endeavoured to 
prove, from the Apocaivpfe, die nccellity 
and legitimacy of the Fieuch Revolution, 
and the latter demonftrated as clearly, and 
in a very dictatorial manner, the direct 
contrary on the authority of the .Roman 
law. The converfaciou at length gave To 
much offence to an emigrant prieft, that he 
rofc from table, and 1 darting % look of the 
moft indignant contempt at the apocalyp- 
tical democrat left the room. 

On the following morning I met with 
the very lame emigrant in the ferry- 
boat, in crofting over to Mbrfpurg, Ac- 
cording to his account, ‘thirty-four thou* 
at leoft havf left Rfanoe. In 
niy •'ronverfation whit him, I was pan* 
t^pularly ftraefe te&h an obfemtioo be* 

made 
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made, which I lliould leaft of all others 
have expected to hear from a ftrong and 
healthy man in the prime of life. “ No 
** perfon who has any confcience,” faid 
he with great vehemence, “ can cenfure 
“ us for emigrating, when he knows that 
“ the revolution's would even have com- 
“ pelled us to marry.” 

The paffage la fled an hour and half, the 
horizon was clear, and the air fo mild, that 
I could as little fuppofe myfelf from that cir- 
cumftance in the month of January, as by the 
fpeech of the prieft in the eighteenth century. 

At Memmingen, a free imperial town of 
Suabia, where there is the greatelt appear- 
ance of profperity and induftry, the hoft 
of my infi, the White Ox, played me fome 
pieces of roulic df his own compoiing, 
which I heard with real pleafure. The 
pame of this man is Rheirtek, and he is. 
highly efteetned in. the neighbourhood as 
a mufician. Several of his mufical com- 
pofirions haVe hfi^u puhliftied and received 
with applaufe t facefeeds particularly in 
humorous anddively iqttgs, Equally ex- 
i^Aprdinary as it wo^dajqiear to me to 
• m'b meet 
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meet with a German poet who had never 
read the Meffias or Oberon, did it Teem to 
'find a mufician who fcarcely even knew 
the name of the incomparable Schulz. 
How can a man be a eonnoifleur, a lover 
of mufic, and a performer, and yet con- 
cern himfelf fo little -yfsvith the chefs- 

' i > 

O’ oeuvres in that line. If the tafte and 
feeling of the Germans, which often rifes 
to a confiderablc degree of elevation, fhould 
once attain to complete corre&nefs, no harp- 
fichord from the Lake of Conftance to the 
Eyder, would be without the chorus from 
Athali?. 

I found the moft friendly reception pof- 
fible from Profeffor Miller, whom I had 
known perfonally for many years, and 
whom from the hoqefty of his chara&er I 
have always highly efteemed. It is much 
to the credit of his fellow-citizens, that 
they know how to place a juft value upon 
his prominent merit as a teacher, and ac- 
cordingly yield httaS univerfal refpeft. Mil- 
l^r’a, napie muft alfo live to posterity as a 
poet; atleaft as long as a, tafte for ancient 
German fweet naivefcS and 'dig* 

■ -i : nified 
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nified fimplicity is not wholly extinguifhed 
among us: many of his fongs are extremely 
popular,, and fung by perfons of all ranks. 
He has, notwithftandirig, for fome years 
paft, given up writing for publication, and 
is one of the few German poets who have 
clofed their career early in life. Perhaps 
he thought of the golden precept fo ear- 
neftly recommended by one of our greateft 
poetical geniufes to the attention of all fa- 
vourites of the Mufes. “ It is certain,” 
fays the author of the Theodicee, “ that 
* c there is a point of time at which poets, 

“ more than any other clafs of writers, 
** fhduld ceafe to write ; but it is to be 
** lamented that fcarcely any one can per- 
“ ceive when he is arrived at that point.” 

The French prifoners in this town, who 
are in Humber at leaft a thoufand,experience 
very humane treatment, and aye confequcntly 
much dftTatisfied, that they! are fooh to be 
removed toLinz, where it is hot probable 
that they will m&et with an equally mild 
fate. 'Amohg' man of 

AKSte, wttbifeis' a great progress' 

ih the hut ; wif$ ■ 

2 ■ ■ ■ ■ called 
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called away from his theological ftndies t» 
tak^ a captain’s com million, and now, to- 
gether with numbers of his brethren in 
arms, is thrown fo entirely out of his ori- 
ginal line, that there feems no probability 
of his ever being able to return to it. 

I tnuft here break off. FareWel, my 
friend, — my next letter will be from- Studt- 
gardt, where I purpofe to fpend fome days, 
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Studtgardt, January 27th, 1794. 
y salute you with the utmoft ardour, my 
* dear Bonftetten ; you who perhaps at this 
very hour may be fitting by your fire- 
fide, contemplating the pi dure of our de- 
ceafed Bonnet, and thinking on hb and 
your moll faithful friend. This idea re- 
joices my heart, which may be removed, 
but never can be divided from yours. 

I have been for two days part with 
Profeffor Hartmann, a man who is among 
that chofen defeription of people, that 
choofe rather to evince their worth by a&ion 
than profeflion ; and who confiders the 
quiet confcioul'nefs of an honourable ac- 
tivity in the vocation aligned him, as of 
far more real value than the glittering 
oftentation of fame, often very cheaply 
purchafed. The . former a man enjoys 
without the moleftatioa of his neighbours; 
the latter, in hid own country at leaft, 
b b 3 is 
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is commonly no fooner obtained than it is 
Wakened over by the fmoke of critical 
torches, as the tinfel lacc which ornaments 
theatrical finery, after a traufient glare, be- 
comes the prey of frippery- ftalls and lum- 
ber-chambers. 

Oft the very day of my arrival, Hart- 
mann’s firft child was baptized; a cir- 
cumftancc, which from the irapreffive 
tranfports of my worthy friend’s paternal 
feelings, made the feeing him again doubly 
pleafing to me — I was one of the fponfors. 
No bleffings upon earth can equal thofe 
conferred by domeftic happinefs; and the 
man wliofe heart and mind cannot find 
full content and laftiug faiistaftion in the 
fociety of an amiable wife and hopeful 
children,— -in a chofen retirement with a 
felefl collection * of books, — but who is 
eternally craving, without ever enjoying, 
and firetching out his arms to grafp at 
airy forms, neither deferves, nor will find, 
reft on this fide of the grave. 

The moft material alteration that has 
taken place at Studtgardt, fmee I vifited it 
Igtft, Is the abolition of the military aca- 
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demy j a change which muft be very un- 
welcome to , the inhabitants, fince they lofe 
the very, large fum of money which it 
kept in conftant circulation. The profef- 
fors, as is but equitable, continue to receive 
their falaries till fome other prpvifion can 
be made for them. This famous inftitu- 
tion, notwithftanding its fmgularity and ap- 
parent inefficiency for accompliftimg the 
intended purpofe, has not been by any 
means ufelefs to the public. > Indeed its 
Angularity confifted principally in its plan 
being mdte comprehenfive, and .extending 
to a greater variety of obje£ts than almoil 
any eftablifhment of the kind ever formed, 
fmce it included every branch of the Arts 
and • Sciences, and was intended to bring 
forward talent in every, way. Scholars, 
poets, painters, fculptors 1 , engravers, players, 
muticians, fingers, and even dancers, have 
jail been formed in that fchbhlj and almoft 
all, without exception, done credit to the 
inftitutiori and ity eondu&ors. ... 

,, fOne; . pupils -‘ever 
adjured \ tber# ! has ■ • inoinent left . 

he . deyoifd .ftudy, ^ ■ 

.} I-,.' rj._ ' >84 v " painti'hg 
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painting under the ingenious Profefior 
Hetfch, and fo brilliant is the promife given, 
by his youthful efifays, that if he proceeds 
as he has begun, he may certainly hope in 
time to tread the inward fan&uary of the 
art. He is going in a fhort time to Rome, 
where, from the enthufiafm with which 
he is animated, rcafonable hopes may be 
entertained of his genius foon being fully 
matured. This young artift is a brother 
of Hartmann’s: he offered voluntarily to 
paint my portrait, which, according to an 
idea of his own, is a full length figure lean- 
ing againft the ruins of an old caflle. 

He has copied the fleeping Venus in his 
father’s colltdlion (a Titian as is generally 
fuppofed by connoiffeurs) in a manner 
which gives the ftrongeft rcafon to expedt 
that he will rife very high as a copyift $ a 
line which, in my opinion, has very great 
merit, fmee H'may lead fo ’'much to the 
extenfiou and advancement of true tafte in 
painting. Even a perfed eopy may im* 
nsortalize in the annals of posterity ; wit- 
nefs tlwat of An dm del Sarto, by Julio 
Romano, ‘which is done fo inimitably, that 

though 
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though the artift had himfelf copied the 
drapery from the original by Raphael he 
could not difeern the difference : the copy 
is indeed fearcely lefs celebrated than the 
original. 

I was yefterday at the Palace to fee the 
Cornelia by lletfch, and never can I lofe 
the imprefiion it has made upon me. Tin . 
celebrated mother of the Giacchi «, /hew- 
ing her children as her jewels, to the vain 
Roman lady, who had been difpla) iug to 
her all her coflly ornament . The head# 
of both the bo/s Mould t ot dilgrtce an 
Albano, and in fk etching them the graces 
theinfdvcs leem to have guided the pencil 
of their favourite; they are undoubtedly 
among the me ft exquiiite heads that the ait 
lias ever produced. 1 faw aJfo forne por- 
traits by the fame artif^j the attitudes of 
thefe, and particulaily the pofitions of the 
arms, (which, as one of out moil fitirical 
writers very cuttingly obferves, generally 
appear to be placed in imitation of the 
manner in which the wings of a fowl arc 
truflcd for roafting,) may be recommended 
as patterns to all young ftudents. 


It 
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It is impolfible here to omit, noticing the 
transformation which I am toldis Ihortly 
to take place in ■the painted ceilings of the 
palace. In fome of them are figures in the 
lame lunation as to garb, or rather as to 
want of garb, in which a very celebrated 
Grecian beauty is faid to have appeared, 
without hefitation, before the whole af- 
fembled nation. Thefc figures, as report 
fays, a painter has orders to furnilh with a 
drapery fo thick that they may be fit to 
meet the eyes of veftals themfelves. 

This I would willingly hope for the 
credit .of our age, yet unpolluted by the like 
barbarifms, is a mere gofiip’s (lory, con- 
trived folely to amufc the tattlers of the 
town ; yet if it be not fo, Guibal’s fhade 
may ftiil be appeafed by the confoling re* 
reflexion that the. works of Michael Angelo 
liimleJf were not exempted from a fimilar 

fate. One of Popes, I cannot recoiled 

,! „ 

which, exceflSvely Scandalized at the Ihock* 
jng Sans-Qiloth’s $gure&, in “ The haft 
• of .^is-g^cfilfcbrated • matter* 
profaned that fubUffee compofition by em- 
ploying ^ dauber, who was fcaricely 
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fit to paint the Holy Ghoft in the form of 
a dove on the ceiling of a village church, to 
make them decent, by providing them with 
proper cloathing. Ever fince that time 
painters of the like defeription have been 
diftinguiihed in Italy by the nick-name of 
Qulottes^FainUrs, 
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Heidelberg, February 7th, 1794. 

I arrived here three days agb, after an 
extremely tedious and unpleafant jour- 
ney through rain and bad roads, but was 
repaid for it at the end by the very kind 
and cordial reception I met with from my 
old friend Mieg, the member of the Con- 
fiftory. I rejoice much at reviliting the 
place where, eight years ago, you and 
I, my friend, at the lovely fpring of 
Wolfbrunnen, proje&ed a plan for our liv- 
ing together in future, and refigned its ac- 
complilhmcnt with joyful confidence into 
the hands of fatq. 

At that time the countryman tilljgd his 
field in peace on the banks of the Rhine 
and the Neckar, and reded in quiet under 
the fliade of his vines. How teuibly, alas ! 
is the fccne now changed : dreams of blood 
drench the furrows, and cannons roar 
where thfo refounded the cheerful fong of 

the 
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the vintner, . Voltaire alked, “ Why did. 
** not the earth open in the vaft dd’erts qf 
M Africa, inftead of fwallowing up the flou- 
rifliing city ofLiibon?”— So in the gloom 
of my foul would I afk, “ Wherefore muft 
“ one of the fineft and happieft countries 
u on earth, become the theatre of horror, 
w and a prey to defolation.” 

Dreadful, undoubtedly, ie the devaluation 
made by the French in the Palatinate; but 
Rill more dreadful^ even according to the 
accounts of the inhabitants of this place 
themfelves, are the ravages made by the Aus- 
trians and Palatines in Alface. This was 
farther confirmed to me by the confeilion 
of a capuchin from the other fide of the 
Rhine, with whom I entered into conver- 
fation in the courfe qf a walk j when he 
fold, w The French treated our monaftery 
H w^J|fonityfand only took awayts chalice 
•#' and a bell ; but the Alfatfehs have notby 
any means come off fo* favourably with 
** the 

■'‘•■'The afiimqfifyhfefli'ndi by the Imperial 
trOOpe to Pfufiian«i^f6ke out' with ex- 
treme violence on tbafoceafioii* many 



38a LETTER XXXV. 

cers declaring in a very public manner) that 
they would with much greater fatisfa&ion 
have borne arms againft the Black Eagle, on 
whofe talons they ftill defery the blood of 
their anceftors, than againft the bonnet- 
rouge of regenerated France. 

Notwithftanding all the advantages that 
have been trifled away by that ridiculous and! 
pernicious contempt of the enemy, which 
ever fince the beginning of the war feems 
to have been considered as a facrcd duty 
among the allies, a ftriking proof of the 
lengths to which it is ftill carried, was lately 

given by Count *, who a ftiort time 

before the cataflrophe his party experienced 
in the retreat of Wurmfer’s army, ex- 
claimed to the aflembled officers with the 
proudcil felf-confidence, “ Only one fhort 
“ courfe, gentlemen, and Strafbourg is 

our own.” . 

That the Attftrians ftationed at fftidel- 
berg keep a lift of all who are fuppofed to 
be democrats, is a fa£t now undeniably 
proved from a icene- which lately occurred 
between profeflor S— — of this place, a 
zealous adherent of the Kantian philofophy, 

* - and 
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and a lieutenant of the Imperialists who 
was quartered ;upon him. Not long before 
the arrival of this officer, the profeffor had 
removed a ffcove from a room in the lowed, 
ftory of his houfe, in which were the 
apartments affigned to his new gueft, into 
his own ftudy. This circumftance happen- 
ing to reach the ears of the Man of War, 
excited his indignation to fo high a degree, 
that as be was returning home one day, 
efpying the Man of Letters at his window, 
he began inftantly to aflail him with a tor- 
rent of the raoft abuftve language, calling 
him among other opprobrious names, a 
fiove-ftealer. The philofopher, not in the 
leaf! difeoncerted at this outrageous beha- 
viour, immediately began a very cool and 
calm expoftnlation with his adverfary, 
whence he proceeded ^-as if -haranguing from 
the pufcit^ to a logical demonftration of the 
proportion, that every matt lias a right to 
difpofe of his own, property as may feem 
good to * himlfelf j ^ confequently that no 
reasonable man coefuler his removing 
qne of his cwsr ftoves^iete one of his own 
into another, asthe fmalleft offence. 



LETTER XXXV. 


^84- 

This was only adding fuel to the flame, and 
encreafcd the officer s fury to foch a degree, 
that calling to his ferjearit, he faid, “ Fetch the 
“ Democratic-lift, and write that fcoundrel’s 
M name in it.” The ferjeant, impreffed 
with the profbundeft veneration for the 
Pfofeffor, from his firm and dignified be- 
haviour, pulled off his hat, and looking up 
to him with a countenance of great awe and 
humility, faid very refpedtfully, ** Will 
** your honour have the goodnefs to favour 
“ me with your name.” 

* * m 


Yefterday I went to Manheim with my 
friend Mieg. That town at prefent is con- 
fidered as in great danger of a fiege, and 
has, in addition to the palatine troops, an 
Auftrian garrifon. . • * ? * • 

We vi filed Weikard; the celebrated au- 
thor of the 'Pfttlofopbkal Pbj/tcian, who has 
given up his place at; Petersburg* and fixed 
his refidencc at Manheim. < This man has 
ilfiSs t el the cleareft'hm^l have' ever met 


With, andfsthe^ of all dull- 

nefs* fhSy* injuilice, ffmadcifm^ apd bi- 

, ?l?A . , .. gwryi 
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gotryj he is indeed one of thofe un- 
common characters who owes almoft every 
thing to himfe|f and very little to education. 
His . youth was patted amid the darkeft 
clouds of prejudice and fuperftilion ; and, as 
he relates in his memoirs of himfelf, there 
was fcarcely any fpecies of catholic *ab- 
fuidit^ which was not early implanted in 
his mind : more than once has he, as a boy, 
been compelled to hold the candle to a 
monk, while he was cxorcifiug a perfon 
poiTeiTcd. The matters under whofe tuition 
he afterwards came, did very little towards 
purifying the foil from the thorns and 
thiftles by which it was over-run, and 
Tie was obliged to throw himfelf entirely on 
his own efforts, till by means of intenfe 
application, and a mind which, when once 
awakened to exertion, appeared to poiTefs 
uncommon energy*, he at length fucefeed ed 
in fhaking off the evil imujffitons of youth, 
and acquiring a prodigioplmafs of varied 
and ufeful knowledge Many a lance has 
he broken in his life againft 

dullnefs, and torn fron# the face 

c 0, of 
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of marty ?u impoiior. At Fulda, the Tht- 
fr.pl t cal Phyfnan was prohibited under a 
penalty of hf.v florins to every one who 
fhould fell it : and anv (indent with whom 
this pernicious book fhould be found, was 
threatened with inft.wt hanifhmcnt ; while 
a ipy or informer a gain It either feller or 
reader, was to receive the reward of a 
ducat. 

1 quitted YVuk.ud with that heart-de- 
lighting and heart-clev„ting feeling which I 
always experience from the light of an ex- 
traoidinar) man; a fenfttion of a totally 
different nature from any that arc infplred 
by viewing the moft fin dime tvoihs of art, 
or tholovcliefi Irenes of mature. The moft 
intertfiing objeft to mankind muft ever be 
naan, whether like the Yameos he cannot 
count farther thaw three, or like Newton he 
can invcfUgtyte the comfc of planets, atul 
diffeO. <he light. 

Towanls nom the whole town was put 
into commotion, fi am a rfcporr being fpread 

that the French were advanced as far as 

* 

Oggerffflitn. Fv«r£ one haftened to the 

obfervatory. 
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obfervatory, and I followed the ftream j hut 
we difeovered nothing ; and foon after, in- 
telligence arrived, that this rumour lud been 
oceafioned only by an infignificant fkirmiflh 
of outpofts. 

In the afternoon I went to the fort on 
the Rhine,’ which lies on the oppofite bank 
of the river, directly over-againft the town, 
and is now united to it by a bridge of 
boats, liom ihe number of foldiers ton- 
flantly lying about the ramparts, llrclched 
in heaps between the cannon, and from the 
fi/e and extent of the out- works, every 
thing here bears a much more warlike ap- 
pearance than in Manheim itfclf. The 
willow-plots, which formerly ornamented 
the road, arc exchanged for gabion' ; anti 
the tall poplar avenue to Oggerihcim, undei 
the ihadc of which I havp fo often v^alked 
on a fine fummci’s evening with the now 
alas dcceafed Bock, is cut down. Havin'* 
mentioned Bock, I cannot refill a litiL 
apoftrophe to his memory: in him the 
ftage has loft one of its brighteft “ortu- 
inents, and all who fhared his heart, a 
cc a tiuly 
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truly honeft and affe&ionate friend: “Light 
ct lie the turf upon his corfe ! — Tread 
“ foftly on his duft, ye men of genius! 
“ for he wa* your near relation; weed 
“ his grave clean, yc men of goodnefs ! for 
“ he was your brother.” 

Towards evening we returned to Hei- 
delberg, where 1 went to the reading fo- 
cicty, wliich b flill extremely well regulated, 
but which they have already endeavoured 
to render fufpeded at Munich as a Jacobin 
dub. 

A part of the forenoon of to-day I 
fpent at the eaflle. The profped from 
the terrace Rill appears to me as charming 
as formerly, uotwithftauding that I have 
now for many years lived in con- 
ftant habits of familiarity with the fub- 
limeft Alpine feenery. I rejoice indeed 
that T am not yet fo far gone irf the 
Helvetic mania as many travellers, who, 
after leeiug Swiuethnd, ailed to have 
no longer any rellflx for any other coun- 
try ; and, without considering what is to 

be 
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be found elfewhere, dwell only on what is 
wanting, or wjiat might be. 

E^ccufe ^this unconnected letter, which 
has been written in great hafte : to- 
morrow X* proceed on my journey. Fare- 
well. 
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Marburg, February 19th, 1794. 

T his day, the firft on which I have 
been able to find time for writ- 
ing to you, is, notwithftandirig, the fifth of 
my ftay at Marburg, a vifit made fo plea- ’ 
fant to me by our worthy Young, that I 
fhall ever recall it*' tb my recolle&ion with 
the trueft pleafure. 

At Heidelberg, which I left, as I entered 
it, in very flormy and rainy weather, I fet%. 
in with a very entertaining travelling, corai- 
panion in an Imperial officer who bad 
ferved in the army opgofed to Dumourier at 
Jemapp^ and wdba^ivf^me a very ani- 
mated and cuxumrtaniiaf defcriptipn of that 
memorable b^e* ' 

the fortress and die old cafBe withifc 
whole walls $ras 

tf|e brigtnv of j out attjki|ffiance, I" mifled 
’’ iifeeiiiki • &©£•, ih‘" ordeif f ',l|'!fee|>' the : ‘ damage 
r) ^ we were aijhoj^jii id fieri tactically 

" 4 At 
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At Frankfort on the Maine I went to the 
Theatre, where ** The Word of Honour 
a pie?e containing much dramatic e fifed!, 
was performed. : The building is in a good 
ftde of architecture,, and is fitted up with 
confiderable tafte, but the icenes are raifer- 
ably painted. After the example of many 
towns, in France, Argand’s lamps are intro- 
* duced here jhftead of the girandoles : over 
the theatre is a clock with a transparent dial, 
an idea deferving of Imitation. A part of 
the company at the table d'bSte confided of 
forme Pruffiati officers, who made the re- 
gimental band play to us. Whether from 
physiognomical or pathognomical obferva- 
tious I cannot tell, hut -they at firlt con- 
ceived me to be a Frenchman^in; confe- 
quence of which, Received fooHplances, 
ftroagly^iBjtrked?^ at? expreflSm which 
could not' be «^nd,rue4 lntd ! arty thing but 
cqatetnpt.' ; , But jSshrcely hail they obtained, 
by,, fome Occident, I know not. w hat, an 
ai$ia$ce thatf^y^l-^Dt only ! k''Germ.in, 
huth,ad^eyeh'|||^' : |i|l!Jl|hf, ; of being a fubjeef 
of Pruffia, ,tnah- ^ 'tfe r ;,;fq , iae';,,was wholly 
■ ■ c c 4 1 changed 5' 
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changed j they acknowledged their error, 
begged my pardon very politely, and the 
reft of the time were extremely convertible. 
After fupper they adjourned to a dance with 
the daughters of the houfe unfortunately 
my fleeping-room was fo near the feene of 
this ball, which at laft iccmed to be bereft 
of all graces, and transformed into a true 
Bacchanalian feftivity, that I never could 
dole my eyes till the dawn of morning. 

From Frankfort to Marburg I travelled in 
company with another Pruffian officer, who 
fheved taftc and reading, and 1 received 
much pleafure from his convention. But 
how much was that pleaful e encreafed, 
when at length we unexpededly difeovered* 
that, as dfildren, we had been playfellow* 

togdhdHp S - . I well remembered the 

TurkifOTwefs he wore in thofc d*ys of hap- 
pinefs, and cOuld minutely delcribe hi# 
i urban, fo oftelk the objed: of my ckildifh 
envy. No fooner was this dlfoovery made, 
than all the celebrated literary productions 
which before hid furnifhed the principal 
$optc of bur converfation, were totally dif* 

regard^* 
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regarded, and exchanged for fuj>je£ts fo very 
far below them, that (hould I ever meet with 
the authors thus flighted, I (hould confidcr 
myfelf as bound in confciencc to make 
them an elaborate apology for having treated 
them in a manner fo affronting. # 

Young’s was the firft houfc t» which I 
went on my arrival at Marburg, and as I 
entered it he came out from the College} 
feldom I believe has a meeting between 
two friends been accompanied with feel* 
ings of greater delight on both fides. 

At fupper L— — *8 health was drank in 
the family-cup which only makes its ap- 
pearance on feftive occaflons. It is neither 
gold nor filver, but merely birch-wood 
varutfhed within, and let round with tin f 
it was made in thte fixteenth century, ami 
flnee that time gobs the cbnftant rouud of 
all family feafts. Our anceftors called fuch 
a cup a JSerkenmeier , and no jovial meeting 
was held without one} if you flhOuld be 
deflrous ofjcnow}ng more about fo inlereli* 

' ing a little telique, 1 refer you to the 
article Berkcnmkr in, .KriimVs Encyclo- 

Of 
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Of my new acquaintance hcic 1 Hull 
only pirticularize two, the couniellor of 
Regency Wildunpen, and Ptoidlor Julli. 
The fvfinvr w highly deierving of notice 
and eilcen^ not only as an ainiaiiic ajjui 
worthy man, but a polfe/Iing conhdeiable 
genius's both in d;»* ing and painting, as 
a piofound nat Uuhft, as a poet of taflo, 
as an expeiiena J and fkilfn! huntiman, 
and as an tble lawyer.* He fhewed ine a 
feries of biids of this country painted by 
himfclf after nature, which would be no 
difgreee to any cotledion of paintings; 
he has alfo a great number of fluffed birds, 
foreign, as well as Heffian, together with a 
Complete collodion of the eggs of the 
Igpr. But his favoume amui’ement is 
hunting, and it is taft^that there is not 
his equal as a huntfmadT throughout the 
co mtry. < 

PiofclTor Jviftl is a young than' of refined 
taftc, no common poetical geniu , and 
great knowledge in ancicrit la linages*; he 
is j^artieuiaity conversant With the Oriental, 
of which he has given unequivocal proofs 
ia many publications that have been re** 
, ( i# > ceived 
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ceived with great applaufe. His heart 

elings ardently to every thing good, great, 

and honourable, and in his whole manner 

reigns pure truth and nature. But above 

% he poffefles in an eminent degree that 

rare, flower riiodejly, celebrated by Burger 

in ftrains of fuch uncommon beauty, and 

which fb feklom thrives upon the Parnaf- 

fian mountain: fince, alas, the {hade of the 
* * 

laurel is not lefs noxious to it than night- 
frofts ot mildew. 

I dannot cl ofe this letter without men- 
tioning a tragical affair which happened 
feme days ; ago at the Heflian village of 
JMattenheim. The village judge of that 
place, ; having given offence of the 

Landgrave’s life-guards, by afpjgpent he 
had pronounced,' j^pcbiHhe la||^thought 
dhjitft, inftanjly drew 

his fibre him jfo dangeroufly, 

' f, 4 " ' ' ' ' ' ' 1 

that? hirdeath is C0nnqer«d as inevitable. 
Tbjis died the 

ihf&eant ; •p«.^e, and 

placing * if '-bloody 

weapon, carried it triumphantly : through 
..*< ■■ 'v . ‘ ’ 'v*'-. ■ the 
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the village, exclaiming, “ Vive la libertt l" 
Jiis triumph however was of fhort duration, 
for he was immediately carried to prifon, 
where he now waits the rccompenfe due to 
bis barbarity. ^ 

How muft the foul of every real pm-- 
lanthropift fickcn at hearing the facred 
name of liberty fo profaned! Even thus 
was the mild name of religion once made 
the conftant catch-word -for unloofmg the 
daemons of rapine and plunder, and 
gratifying the moft infatiable thirft for 
blood. How few, alas ! among the thou- 
fands that now wield the fword with fo 
much courage and magnanimity in France, 
are thortiAhlv acquainted with the palla- 
dium fojjraMfeh they light, and to obtain 
which lb* many illuftriolis chara&ers in 
your nation, in days 16 ng p*ft, clofed their 
mortal careers by death* lefs glorious 
than thofe of the heroes at Thermopylae. 
Unhappily for the French, no Algernon 
Sidney has yet rifen up among them' to 
enlighten their leaders on the fubje& of 
real and fubftantial freedom, and the bleif- 
‘ ings 
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lngs and advantages to be derived from it, 
and to give dccifion and dignity to their 
now hefitating and wavering proceedings. 

But I mult conclude. I {hall proceed 
hf&ce to Gottingen where I {hall {pend 
a week at leaft. Farewell, my friend, 
and never ceafe to grant me a place in your 
affe£tions j in all fituations of life, and amid 
all the variations of fate, f {lull {fill remain 
yours unalterably. * 
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Gottingen, March ift, 1794- 

M V lafl hours at Gottingen fhall be de- 
voted to my friend, to tell him of the 
charming days 1 have fpent here- — days, 
alas ! too huffily gone* by ! — in which I 
have been eoufiantly roving from one 
flower of literature to another, and quaffing 
fwcets at them all. 

At my arrival 1 found a note* at the 
poft-oflice, with a yefy prefTing invitation 
from H- — - to take up my quarters at 
his houie, a#d I accordingly took pofleffipn 
of a r'8'<$p$' which he had moll obligingly 
'prepared ‘for me. j 

' If the antiquaj|fe-^ ^p ijr Vatican, the 
painter at on the 

Alps, the poet ,at Vaujtufe, the lover of 
every effufion of imagination at Mei$t&e, 
may be held excufab.le let them afeend into • 
ever fuch dithyrambic flights j fo will you, 
I hope, extend the fame ; lenity towards 
, . one 



LETTER XXXVII. 


399 


one who always muft confider mankind as 
the tnoft intefetting object in the creation, 
and never hefitates to acknowledge this 
opinion, however bourgeois-like and devoid 
of cfprit it may be confidered,Whould he 
indulge in a little paroxyfm of enthufiaftic 
rapture,, in defcanting on a town : which 
contains fuch an affembfage of talent atid 
intellect as is here united, and which -forms. 


if I may be allowed the expreffioir, an 

^ * 

univerfe of knowledge, where mind is be- 
held iu its higheft degree of irradiation. 

I truft you will allow that this fort of 
fknaticifm has nothing in common, but the 
name, with that difeafed fort, of which 


Shaftfbury remarks, that it is more contagi- 
ous than a catarrh. 

Having thus fettled prelimin|i*^8, I {hall 
without to give you a 

journal of here, which muft 

however ootn^r^^i as much as poflible, 
to bring them within any reafonable bounds 
fo-rp tested 
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4c to 


February *2<h 


My firft vifit was to Kaftner. This 
worthy old man, who ftill retains all that 
ardour and animation for which he has 
been Celebrated even from Kis birth, to a 
degree that mull excite aftonifhment in 
every one, received me with a politenefs and 
kindnefs, which in my opinion deferves to 
be highly rated from one who is #nade 
fo much of a fight.to all ftrangers. He 
very obligingly , gave me a copy ot his laft 
epigram, winch proves that the ftrength 
with which this favourite of the Juve- 
naiian JViufc has bent his bow, remains 
^W^Fired. Apollo has granted 
bim what^-ace petitioned for: 


lam 


Cm. 

1‘nett to covmfetor 

Meiner*. :Not beca* it *■*&*«* **• 
- ^wa i'byVitt literati -hither, but 

-k^rfe m¥lieart and j 



me to 
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for all the new ideas and original in- 
formation I had received from his Writings : 
I hope and believe that he ttjijft have re- 
ceived from my manner an innate convic- 
tion that my exprefllons were fincere, 
and arofe from It very different fource 
than mere compliance With the conven- 
tional forms of politenefs and urbanity. 
Authors of renown *muft be content to 
pay the fine annexed to their fame, in 
liftening to the long^d|||wa ' common- place 
comphmentS| Which ulage has eftablifhed 
as proper to and 

utility <if ■ -Mr f works ; ?■' Sough . ’ pro- 
bably the Offerers of this Meenfe know 
as little of 'the'" worts' 



in fupport* 
garding the 
fenight-i 



faith $ and re- 
tore as a fworn 
V earneftly en- 


^'couhfrjt; 
■ with 
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with his- whole foul, and thinks of making 
a third excurfion thither. His defcrjp- 
tio„n of it firikes me with the idea of a 
painter who has happily fucceuded in taking, 
a ftrong and valuable Jikenefspf a lovely 
objedt, which an hundred other arttfts had 
attempted in vain } fpr among all the writ- 
ers which I have read, no * one ^ppea^s to 
me to treat his fubjc# wit^j .eq^al intereft 
and accuracy^; At tho famd, time I; would 
not b'e undet$ood-«;t|^pM -ftp !hi$>' letters 
as totally: free from inaccuracy,. or trifling 
errors- of 'fipt^xho, 'Other work 

jKdTefles e4u$d merit* pim^gh$ fepfdly;ftep 
'•Mbl 

and 5 ehai^g«i;hi : |n ampagfli them ^bW-togfs 
■'Without tp fir$; ‘ jftimh at 

_.lt f '. ’ V"** 

, ? ivpn fetwalc 

of tbe-c^ne^hal! |A?felW^,':pvpiijpg, 
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their powers, and that one at leaft, if not 
both, would be able to afford the promiled 
fill isfaction. Such too, to judge by the 
numerous audience which attended, feomed 
to be the general opinion. 

The fingers, tricked out in the ttfujl tin* 
fel ftate of fuch vagrant votaries of viitu, a f- 
cended the orcheflra attended by the chorus 
fingers by whom they were to be occa- 
fionally affifted, and threw glances around 
in which fclf-fatisfadioq and confidence 
were blended together with an inexprefiibly 
ridiculous effed. The concert then com- 
menced, not with mujict a9 thg hills had an- 
nounced, but with a confuted uproar, a 
bur fling chaos of tones from the uncon- 
nected difeord of which, the wandering 
Mcfftofcles muft hays been feized with the 
maUdupatrie like you* Countrymen at the 
found "Never could fine 

mafic be chore Iblmd^oufly raetamorphofed : 
the piece he performed, was Mar- 

tial*^ it <% > rce' of Diana had the com- 
pofcr,begn prefect, it imuft have given him 
htui^Kl^tne fenfations as a father would 
expemdet'at/eeipg whipped in a 

D D 2 houfe 


i i 



404 


LETT F R XXXVII. 


houfe of correction. Such was the alter- 
nate fcreaming, gurgling in the throat, 
howling, groaning, and chirping of the 
voices, that 1 could compare it to nothing 
but a Swifg coarivariy in which kettles, 
herd-bells, and gbat-bells clatter in full 
chorus againft each other. This iimile, 
though certainly in the Netherlandifti tafte, 
yet honours the objedf to which it is ap- 
plied } what more could be laid. 

I expe&ed every moment that the au- 
dience would take fome method of ex~ 
preffing their juft difpleafure at fuch a 
Ihamelefs mixture of all that tipuld offend 
the ear: but they had the forbearance to fit 
it out quietiy4» the end* 




r February «3<*. 

The wittieft wtfterlkidl Ge«a*»y* is 
in company "one Of and 

engaging of meh? I'Upki, 
foreoooH Of this day with h!mj i teas 

i ‘ 

> T. 



before 
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before I only reverenced and admired, I 
now love him. In every thing he fays 
there reigns a mild and unafluming tone, 
which attradis attachment even from the 
obje£fc of - his fatire. Of the admirable 
effufions of his Wk ahd humour which 
have appeared in fcattered publications, fuch 
as almanacs and magazines, where they lie 
unnoticed like diamonds buried in a dung- 
hill, he himfelf : thinks' fo humbly, that 
notwithftaoding mahypreffing folicitations. 


he never could be prevailed upon to a (Te ru- 
ble them info a COlkdtion ; they are un- 
paternall y abandoned to theirprefent fate. 
A* more* important objeCtj tK© publk&ion 
of bis “ Illuflrations of Hogaj$&'s‘ Prints** 
is at length obtairmd, thougtl apt without 




This is ui 
d ■ dlipn 
time^astlfunj 





“ nnhifljeid,heada«^ 


fhe inoft brilliant pro- 
is at the fame 
^onumeht pf the 
'^ur? country,before 

4e. thek di- 


The 
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The complete fet of Hogarth’s works, 
which he once poflUEd, became at laft 
a fourcc of fo much torment to him fiom 
the t'ntinual interruptions he leceived 
by perfons coming and requeuing to 
fee them, that in order to obtain quiet 
he gave them to the uni verify library. 
u I was juft in the predicament,” laid 
he, “ of a man who has a beautiful 
“ wife.” 

In talking over Schroter’b Selene- topo- 
grapfuc.il Fragments, (of which dilfufe woih 
he lus made as excellent an abridgment 
as Bonnet has done of Lyontiet's Anatomy 
of tie Phulana toffits ,) he told me that this 
indefatigable? aftronomcr had difeovered 
hills in Vent#* of an extraordinary height, 
and he ofciferVes that thefe, as well as the 
higheft hills in the mobn and On the earth, 
are all towards the SoWjh-* * This book of 
fragments, of which firft obtained a 

fight, is certainly pnO^ppe npoft fingular. 
phenomena in works of Tcienee now exift- 
ing, bin unfortunately it is written in fo 
fatiguing a ftyle that the reader Deems 
• through* 
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throughout to be wading up to his middle 
in a deep land. 

From him I had intended to go to Bur- 
ger, but I learned that he was dangcroufly 
ill, and to-day, in particular, fo weak that 
he couM not even fpeak. 

In the afternoon I was prefeut at the 
fitting of the Royal Society , of Sciences. 
Profelfor Hoffman gave a botanical, left ure 
wherein he deferibfed fome new genera 
and fpccies of plants, the moft remarkab'e 
of which were the mora j a pubefl.cn t , the 
boletus ceratopborm, and the rizomorpba 
canalifularis , Both the laflt belong to the 
flora fubt erratic a, a clafs which will in fu- 
ture be more known by means of a woik 
which Hoffman intends to pqbHflt under 
the title of Vegetabili^ Sfcrcyni# fleeter ranca^ 
icon. illuflmttt.\ mj/ , 

The ppmttcpborus is found in 

abundance in th nM foea of Hartz, and al- 
ways at the .at leaft an .hundred 

abd fifty fathoms.^ As there are many 
plants, fuch as the nndia t dwpttnfla, Soldi- 
nclla , &c. appropriate only to the higheft 
mountain regions, many fubterraneous ve- 
in D 4 getable 
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getabie productions may probably require 
a certain depth below the earth for their 
propagation. ThitS boletus is of a beautiful 
chefout brown colour, and catches fire 
without the preparation ufed, for t3he boletus 
ignidrius * j i: it , Spreads -a*- pleafiog vapour 
around refemhfing frankincenfe# r and leaves 
behind a very fiuecinder. Hofiman was fp 
obliging as to give me a piece of it. 


When .the^fittingisfP^Q^er* I went to 
Councilor BlumenbaOb’s, whofq collection 
of human fk,ulls is an objed of ’great cu- 
riofity to every lover ofmatUral hlftory. 
The IkuU: of ai me 

more, th^ai jjn,y.;otwr. from the-exquifite 


beauty i.of in form j one of the moft per- 
fect, perbap§*tbafc ever came from the hands 


of natdiyiP^^p^ Thought the 



W- 

marked ; 
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marked ; I obferved particularly that there 
was a chafm where the fore-tooth had been 
drawn;-— you know it is faid that thefe 
people* though from what motive' has not 
been hitherto difeovered, are accuftomed 
to draw the fore-teeth evenfrom children. 

Of the minerals which I firft learnt to 
know by fight, from Blumehbach’s concep- 
tion, the moft curious were the zirlmn, the 
borazitui , and the ura$ituf . The zirkon or 
/argon, a preciouadhane which became 
known only a Yew years fince, was found 
at Ceylon., Klaproth firli difeovered, by 
annlyfing it accpBataEJy^^viti^ has a fin- 
gular propeity of diffolylng not ' by means 
of alkaline fait, but vitriolic acid* rand con- 
centrated ac- 

cording ta ; Mibe Ug|kt^i|^h>c^^|t'feen, 

The ^owJ5*^^(|tlirfi , om the very par- 
ticutarj^in of feafilf Itjon, partly 

Hauft 

amon^;. : ^bt.fpp§ rj^p^^rpiioSUoaa. 

idea giyen o£*tb$ fotpi 

cryftal- 


^ ft* 
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uryfla«i?7«it!on in that of a cube with the 
edges worn off ; it lias ufually a faint 
hoary luftre j Us traniparenev is unequal ; 
and when warmed it becomes elcftiical like 
the turmallnu and produces the fame 
phenomena. As far as is hitherto known* 
this mineral is only to be found on what is 
called the Chalk-hill, near Liineberg, con- 
fequently it is very rare. This however, 
the induftry of the people who woik there 
have endoavoured to aflift, by the coropoft- 
tion of an artificial boravdtus^ but it may 
be caiily diftmguUhed from the genuine by 
making it pafs through the ele&ricat 
ordeal. 

The TJrdnihn was lately difeovered by 
Klaprotf»,^4 removed from the metals, 
according; t& the uftthl b6t very iafuAicient 
divifion, ttV the «half*taeta|$» *'Its colour is 
davk grey, it, has at and makes 

but (light tvftftanofti feed. It i$ pro- 
duced in ,the g jadance in the 

mountains ctf Swcony^ ^ 

} Blumcnbach, thbugh a roan of fuch pe- 
netrating genius, rouft in his ,deportment 
charm every one who prefers an ardent cor- 
diality 
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diality and kindnefs of heart, to thofe cold, 
diftant, and bombaft: manners, the affecta- 
tion of which is far from being one of the 
mort rare anomalies in the literary world. 

The remainder ’ of the evening I fpent 
very pleafantly with ProfeffOr Buhle, the 
publiiher of Aratus and Ariftotle : five vo- 
lumes of his edition of the latter, on which 
he has been indefatigably employed for ten 
years, have already appeared. Bat as Deux 
Ponts, where this printed, is in the 

midft of the theatre of war; it is to be 
feared that the progrei's of an undertaking 
\vhkh doe 8 ''hfttt : .i^lMiftoi^h- honour, if it be 
not wholly ftppped, will illeaft be very much 
retarded. Should the manufcriptof the re- 
mainder, which is a!readytdil|M^^iJ, |o the 
printer, ^unfbrtuna^^^linta^^tids. of 

of that ■ barbarians, to,, 

whom the burnin||^a:l|ay-ftack would be 
a matt&of .m : t^^ ffP pl^mQment than the 
deftrudipn of "'then might 
it indeedi fee laid that the tnoft unfrieudly ftar 
ruled over this vypr &4 But let tir not antici- 
pate fo terrible a fate to a work on which the 
15 author 
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author has expended dime of the beft years 
of his life, and which gives him the faireft 
promife of his' name being handed down 
with luflre to porter it y. 

I efteem my acquaintance with Profeffor 
Uuhle as a real acquifition, and even ieei 
my heart warmed by it, for however high 
may be his rank as a literary charnder, he 
is nc way iufeiior as a man. 


T\l>rua»y r^th.. 

1 have had a fecond interview with 
I.ichtcnberg.- The more I reflect upon the 
great extent of knowledge which this extra- 
ordinary i«jan’s encompafles, the more does 
my adrrtiratSpn of Mm increafe. 1 lis ele- 
ment is light, a»3 thfe ftamp of his genius 
truth. 1 do not knoW indeed, after Celling, 
any German who fuch profound 

knowledge, and a variety of 

claffes, with fuch acute wit, and fo refined 
si tafte. 

I mort eameftly wifh that fome literary 
pirate Or free-booter would take it into his 

head 
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Uea4 to announce a collection of Lichten* 
berg’s fcattered compofitions, for I fear no- 
thing elfe would drive him into performing 
the duty he owes them, of * becoming 
their pubUfher himfelf. ; But I think* cul- 
pable as he has been hitherto in his want of 
paternal attention to thefe babes, no father* 
when he was informed that atroop of gypfies 
defigned to rob liim of hifttchUdren, and, 
according to their cuilom, clothe them in 
rags, or maim them^yp^ld hefitate imme- 
diately to employ every poflible means of 
fruftrating fb wicked an intention. 
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puihcd himfelf forwauls, or made the 
leaft attempt to lhew off as a literary cha- 
racter. 

I made many other acquaintance this day, 
particulaily at the afifembly of the Privy 
Counfcllor of Juftice, Putter’s, but 1 pafs 
them over in filence, that I may not fvvell 
this letter too far. 

I fupped with MeinerS. The company 
at table confifted entirely of perfons who 
had been in Switzerland, which gave an 
intereft to the converfation that made this 
sociable meal one of the raoft delightful 
feafta of reafon and memory* 


t , February 25 th. 

I com? now from BUrger’s fick-bed ; 
and indeed the fight, 'him has filled me 
with the deepeft Mjtoetu Difeafe and 
misfortune have fo Broke** the wings of 
fjiis bold genius, and fo impaired his 
length, that he languifhes in the very 
duff, which he formerly law at fucb a dis- 
tance 
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tan:e below him. Pale, emaciated, dn- 
figuied, lie appears rather to belong to thr 
d< ad than to the living, only that in his 
h.ic blue eyes if ill gleams a dying remnant 
of that lire which flamed to fiich a height in 
the liobat ljuh von tier Ein&igen. Ilia voice 
is fo weak that it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty I could underflaml the barely audible 
founds ; yet even thefe faint toues he evi- 
dendy produced with ftonfidcrable difficulty. 

1 1c readied out his parched hand to me, 011 
my entranced with fuch an expreffion of 
kiudnefs, and faid fo many fiicndly things, 
that I was beyond meofure affeded. 

He even mentioned irffy poems, and par- 
ticulaily the “ ElyfiumJ* which he pro- 
nounced to be' the' befit In the collodion. 
Do not accufe me of vanity if I Repeat in 
his own words an obfervation htii made on 
one particular pa$agfh “ You have com- 
“ pofed four Hnte,7£a&i he, ** from which 
“ 1 have often the fweeteft confo- 
“ lation, and to'^iavfe been the author of 
** which I would gladly have exchanged 
“ any one of «ny poems that you might 
“ have taken at a venture/* , 

Pfycfeo 
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Pfycbe trinkt, und nicht vergebens ! 

Plozhch in der fiuthcn grab, 

Sinkt das nachtftuck ibres kbens 
Wie ein traumgeficht hirub. 

# 

Pfjrche d/'nks, nor drinks in vain, 

(Quickly in the filent ft ream 
All the gloomy feenes of life 
Vauifli, as a fearful dream. 

Me repeated thcfe lines, which indeed 
appeared as if written cxprefsly for his 
prefent fituation, fo -Jow and faintly, that 
they feemed the tones of a difembodied 
fpirit, wafted hither from the fhores of the 
filent Lethe itfelf. 

Burger ftill euaeftawith confidence the 
complete recoveqr of hid health, and he 
talked to me of federal platjtybe had form- 
ed, by the aoanitnpliftiment Of which he 
hoped U6 dlttrin even the moft rigorous and 
obftiiwte critics of j»e}r venom. The 
principal of thefe «i|||^4tp( upon a fe- 
vere felf which he 

fhould' he 1 m i^eji^ymenj as he 
oecame fionftlefcent. » Miy'tbe hope of 
lib Only forfake him with the laft breath he 
(hall draw !— -but I fear he Batters himfelf 
•in vain, for his ftrength feems to me too 

far 
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far exhaufted for any reafonable hope of his 
reftoration to be entertained. 

I vifited forae le<£ture-rooms to-day, and 
received the moll exquifite pleafure from 
Spittier’s eloquent and captivating delivery. 
Whoever does not acquire a love of hiftory 
from hearing him, mull be proof againft 
every impreffion to be received from 
oratory. 

Towards evening I went to Profeffor 
Hoffmann’s. He had been mentioned to 
me by Doctor Gilibert of Lyons as a bota- 
nift to whom, in the name of his own nation, 
he envied mine the honotyr of having given 
birth. How truly IhouldT have rejoiced 
could the laft-iiamed worthy man have ex- 
amined Hoffmann’s Cryptogamic Cabinet 
with me *, I had certainly then cbnfidercd 
the hours I fpent in the ftirvey as among 
the happieft of tny Mcv But alas ! Gili- 
bert’s fate is to ine ; ever 

fince the takin^^^^is,’ it has been wratj j^ 
. ped in an Impenetrable veil, which all my 
efforts have not beeri able to withdraw. 

At Hoffmann’s, I alfo went through an 
herbarium of Alpine plants, which the 

£ £ Abbe 
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Abbe Wulfen colle&ld at Clagenfurt. 
Hoffmann confiders him as the beft in- 
formed in that branch of botany of any 
man now living* not excepting even the ce- 
lebrated Profeffor La-Chenal of Balle. In 
this colle&ioa f the Wulfenia carmtbiaca , the 
typba minima , which is not to be; found in 
Linn® us, the my of at is nana , and fiver tia 
carintbiaca , were new to me. 

Another plant of exquifite beauty, which 
I had never feen before, the Aletris capenfis, 
was in blow, in the room. Thepleafure I 
have long found in making a new acquaint- 
ance in the world of flowers has not yet 
begun to lofe anything of its original ardor, 
and from this fource I prolife myfelf ftill 
to receive maqj^an hour of real delight, if 
I am-i^t^lige&to defeend too foon, 

Matya* qwi^plhts dives t et Anctts. 

: The mof^;whfe^Jw||^ght from Vau- 
clufe, where . 1 -great abundance 

jpn.the rockyha^ y|i| i eJia j gue. Hoffmann 
h^cin' jud^;lvithp^| the 

/fbtitfnalmdes, [Stirpium 4. ) 

This beautiful mofs grows alf© in forne 

/ parts 
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parts of Scotland and in Carinthia j Hoff- 
mann procured it from the latter country by 
means of his friend Wulfen. 

The botanic garden of which Hoffmann 
is now the fuperintendaiyt, had been Men- 
tioned to me, and indeed with juflice, as 
an excellent one and a pattern in its line* 
The various merits of your great country- 
man Haller, and after him of Zinn, Biitt- 
ner, and Murray, the afliftance they 
gave towards bringing this undertaking to 
perfection, are decided and well-known, 
and the refpe&ive portions of honour due 
to each, are accurately jaffigned them in 
Hoffmann’s thefts delhpfed on entering 
upon his This thefts, under the 

title of “ Hortus Gottingehjix” came before 
the public !£Aj|pptf very fplendid|f$tinted. 
To judge from whattbe prefeMin/pe£tor 
of ^garden dotie, he certainly 

Zealand 

aCiivky for pj^^f^PuPwelfare, orin£ 
general fpirit ibr order and embellifhmenf. 

Thehonour of carrying through a vely 
great improvement now recently finifhed, is 
almoft exclufively his. This is the intro- 
t£2 • $. ducing 
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dicing of a part of the Town Fofle, which 
divides the garden from the ramparts, by 
means of a fubterraneous channel, into the 
garden, and employing it in the culture of 
marshy and aqtfatie plants. 

I nnifhed the day by flipping with Pro- 
feflbr Buhle, who prefented me with the 
firfl: five volumes of his Airiftotle. , He i,s 
now carefully reviling, and preparing for 
the prefsj the whole^erary correfpondence 
of the deceafed Michaelis. 


February 26th. 

Tins forenGjpt l fpent partly with Pro- 
. spaxtly- ■ with B&rger : 
'the l§t|er ‘;I j^t^eak, that h e could 

Scarcely arifcife^ me 

m,4er Venus, 


,^efigned his works, 

w^ich proyesjils; extraorfl^ry dil^ee^e ^ in ■ 
;^favouriBg';^: bring wlu^yer^ tyntes 

I can.|n^c*;%'ia8 . been, fxtEemely fliceeff- 

... * r '" " : £ ■ " ' ■’ fol 
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ful in many of his alterations, yet there 
were other places in which I would more 
gladly fee the old readings reftored. The 
file is in general a dangerous inftrumertt, 
and requires to be ufed with the gr^tefl: 
caution and circumfpc&iofi, fince it is not 
unfrequently the cale, particularly if it be 
wielded by the ftrong and eager hand of a 
Burger, that it flrives to polijl) where no- 
thing more was reqQjj^te than to pafs it 
llightly over, in order to remove a fcarcely 
perceptible roughnefs. 

I fpent alindft the whole afternoon again 
with Hoffmann, who (hewed me*the coliec- 
tion of South Sea plants which George 
Forfter prefeffted to the Univcrfity ; fuch 
another is fcarcely to be ioiftid in Europe, ex- 
cepting in the pofieflion of Sir Jofeph Banks. 

' ‘Kv ' ( ' c < 

The Cryptogamic are the heft preferved, 
and undoubtedljy^b^pLoft curious of all the 
plants. , a wh,,ch 

I alfo looked' ,Hm|^mrtii&ed the with the 
knowledge of many medicinal plants. % 

Of the cypripcdtum bulbojum, a very ra’l^ 
plant, which LinnxuS fought ineffectually 
in Lapland, and which at that time had only 
ee 3 H ■ been 
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been found by the Rvdbecks % I faw a good 
coloured drawing. I hi: is one of the moft 
lovely rf 1 hut affigned, alas! by 

nature, u « - vKie 'when. no human eye can 
e ; u >wty. 

i i convuririr upon the principal beta- 
nift:. now livinc.. i; I of! h • i v..i >L ' ued a 
German of thertan''. of Henk- •■> ’>■' is at 
prefent rciideut at lama, whcnc, . no h-.-* 
verfes the Cordilleru to enrich botany with 
new difeovvries. In this country, hitherto 
a terra-incognita in the fcience of natural 
hiitory, he has found many plants which 
■vary fo .^entirely from ail previoufly 
known, that they cannot be included under 
any of th Linnsean eludes. ,< 


i if , i'd " f "' i . February 27th. 
Oin £ of ^e;,t3afft;:'|M^4 ! ‘^ onuments * n 
the art of printing wm^S’Sl^world has ever 

■it*',#' 1 H«-" 

■• ffifH aec p'.j>.ta rariffinja d<?bet«r folia Rudbeckiis, nee 
Tcio aliuni, <$ui candetn obfervaverit, necjpfe earn repe- 
rire potubkeetde ea admodumfuerim foI&Hus. LinnjEI 
Flora %($•> A* ' ' 

, b feen, 




■feen, is undoubtedly the grand edition of 
tShakefpeare now pubhibr.v; in K'. air'd, 
the firlt numbers of’ wH. h d dw Unl- 
■werfity Library litre, p.'-. ' <■! any 

country ever was deriv'd In * » m . • ! ,;t t 
a garment. Th ■- ■ .. v.-.iw, ro u are 
of ver ,r tv.'ooud ' >t-rr, d ■- et iituie Uiat 
have the haft, fully . -a. mv expecta- 
tions, which you \v' : l lap} me mull he raifed 
pretty high, fiucc »he» greater part of the 
artiils employed in them art in : ful’elt 
maturity of their talon is, r have, acquired 
wreaths in the career of i'ame which bid 
defiance to the ravage;- of time itfelf. Thr 
great fault of this >■ rk is, that the choice 
of the fccncs pat.i^d has been left to the 
tafte of the artifts themfeilves. confequently 
they are often very injudicioufly j felected, 
and without any regard tu»conne£tion *. 


* A more (h4clfi ^ imKwR~^Saii' is her noticed feems 
to be that all the dleflrgiis for the fame play .nr not executed 
by the lame artift. Thus inftead" of the proper unifo; - . 


mity of Countenance, figure, “aftd ^har^ler being pte- 
ferved, each painter following his own conceptions, of 
courfe varies thefe according to his pai ticular ideas, 
aod thus the Hamlet, the Lear, the Macbeth, &c. dec. 

* £ 4 lh of 
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The London impreffion of Hfeyne’s 
Virgil is lately come hither. I fcarcely 
need obferve, that with refpe£t to typo- 
graphy, it leave v the Leiphc edition at an 
immeafurable diftance behind. The latter, 
indeed, bears about the fame proportion to 
the former, as the Garlfruhe counterfeit of 
i&inimermann’s celebrated work on Solitude 
does to the original edition on royal paper. 

It were much to bewifhed that Heyne’s 
Homer, the publication of which -has been 
fo long impatiently expected, may alio be 
printed-in England, becaufe it is an indis- 
putable *fa£t, that it| no, country in Europe, 
have works of this clafs a worfe chance for 
receiving the advantages of el^terior beauty 
than in Germany. Many pieces of the 
belles-latjElls , mauiufaftory , . wjhich could 
fcarcely. drag on-.a;di&a&d exifterice to a 

_ ^ i : 
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few weeks, have been printed with Didot’s 
Letters on vellum paper, richly decor at ^ 
with plates and vignettes, and ulhere^jg^,. 
fore the . public by found of le p r [ nce 
while the. immortal wotks of y OU 

are dilgraced by miserable - rave j s . t j, e 
types, coarfe yellow paper, ant' to b ori . 
wooden cuts, la relieving on,f a 
ornamented ,, and iplendid editi, ue j5g Ure j s 
claffics which have>,'«come fro* 
preffes, I mull again tranfpofe Kip nations 
well known, “ That elevate* us above $ trees 
in a manner that may appear fomewhy ca jj 
patriotic, and (&y,“Thateleyates them . 
“ «sS\ 

Counfeltoif B1 urn enbach* to whofe kind- 
nefs I havereafon to bear the ipoft ho- 
nourable teftimony, has obligingl)MI^wn me 
t}^ academical mufepm, which is Under his 
ihfpe&ion, My:i,0pition was principally 
dire&ed; to Jafii polkptwn of South 
Sea curiountjppp xr$ t Eng- , 

lapd, is nowhere to be paralleled. ,, , 

One of the tnoft remarkable things among 
them is the habit of the chief-mourner a$ 
Otaheite, which is the m plus ultra of 

■■V whimfical- 
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whimficalnefs, but at the fame time exili- 
ng an extraordinary fpecimen of the per- 
need patience of which thofe iflanders are 
graphy, iju the execution of thefe works of 
immeafura. breaft-plate fattened to the buff, 
indeed, beai a thoufand: and eighty-fix little 
the, former, mother-of-pearl, every one of 
Zimmermai manu fa£tured with the greateft 
does to the Qdcxterity, and perforated' at both 
It were feften them ; stbgether. 

Homer, feather Mofaics too, of the Sand- 
fo long fiands, are highly -deferving of ad- 
P r int&fort j indeed the inhabitants of thofe 
PdllhdB undoubted beaft away - the prize 
*bf ingenuity from all the other Saith-Sea 
ilknders. The &&tfters r»c- 

cinea , a bird pecB$ar • toj ^^ffl jlimtry, are 
what . ■ curious 

works/i* The- * cloafe^iP^clHef ris 1 covejgd 
over with thefe .j$$dcat-' and- purple 
6*dhtw £* phxxtvt like 

helmet ‘of antique form,'* and 

ipia®], both brought > to England frdm 
'®wh"yhee,’‘ the ifland where thd imatortal , 
Cook met Bis , fate, are decorated in like 

manner. 
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manner. The latter reprefents a monftrous 
head, than which imagination could not con- 
ceive any thing more extravagant j it might 
undoubtedly furnilh a hint to the Prince 
of Palagoma, the mention of whom you 
will remember in Brydone’s Travels j the 
idea might well be fuppofed to be bor*- 
rowed from the productions of a Callot. 
The open mouth of this grOtefque figure is 
fet with ninety dogs’feeth. 

The garments of the South-Sea nations 
are chiefly made of the bark of trees 
foaked, and beaten into what they call 
doth ; others cqnfift of a fine thin mat - 
ting; hut thofe of Owhyhee excel aM the 
reft from thsilbeauty Of the figures difpofed 
upon them, v: ■' 

A. necklace of different coloured fnail- 
fhells, lining on bark? fibres, decked toy 
attentions as a p#||cipal ornament of the 
inhabitants - thus even 

the moft ' yrt^pll^lOOpile hithbrtbr difco- 
vered ar$ hot wholly deftkute Of the arts 
of the toilefte :-»-a, f confirmation of Blu* 
*nienbaeb’s remark, that -the life of orna- 

■ meats 
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merits is much more univerfal among man- 
kind than the ufe of cloathing. 

Of a fimilar kind with this necklace, is 
an, ear-ring* of Otaheite, made of three 
real pearls ft rung upon human hair j and 
perhaps (till more nmilar is a New Zealand 
ornament for rhe ear, which con fills of 
fivfediurrtan teeth. 

Among the weapons of the South-Sea 
nations, a lance from*, the Sandwich illes, 
eight foot long, is one of the moft remark- 
able. It is made of Cafuarina wood, and 
fo perfectly fmootUed and. rounded, that 
no one, ! unlefs pfevioufly affured of the 
fa&, ttbuld fuppOfe it made Without iron 
inftruments. * ' . /•% ■■ 

When we had gone through the South-* 
Seacufripfities, tny condu&or’s time was 
fo nearly expired* that we could only rutf 
haftily over fome of she, moft remarkable 
things . hiftory, ' 

b$r ■ evsnft fo tran* 

%nt ffeatl I pretend to dwell upon 

them. . Indeed 1 ■■ when I went • to the mtt- 
f§iim* ; '-I: refolved to direct my 1 attention 1 

- princi- 
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principally tQ that partof the rich treafures 
of this collection which fhould mo ft imme- 
diately ftrike my fancy, that thus l might 
fee- one department at . leaft thoroughly j 
convinced that whoever , is foolilh enough, 
in viewing a collection of natural curiofities 
or paintings, for • which a limited time 
only is allowed, to, endeavour at grafping 

j 

the whole, will never gain a clear idea 
of anj/. 

But I muft not omit mentioning an ex- 
periment made by Blumenbach upon the 
Lacerta lacujlris,, fi»ce it affords one of the 
raoft extraordinary; jjb&^nces of, re-produc- 
tion that^eycr fell iijnd^rfiipy obfervation j 
much more Various than any of thofe di£» 
covered by Bonnet, in which you formerly 
interefted yourfelf fo deeply. vSkpe time 
ago he deprived an ,.eye ,of one of tbefe 
animals .entirely, juices, and aftety 
wards t^er4|^nlef-:(pf' , the 

outward- 1 ten 

months the .-eye’ waa fo petffe^ly reftoredj 

that I could difcerttv. no difference "be* 

tween that and the ©t|<|£, excepting th.^ 
it was Analler by nearly an half. 
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February 28th. 

At the obfemtory I faw the Herfchel’s 
telefcope which the Queen of England pre- 
fented to the unheferfity, and which I be- 
lieve is at prefent the only one of the kind 
in Germany. It is ten feet long, meafures 
nine inches in diameter withia the tube, and 
magnifies a thoufand times. The cele- 
brated Herfchel’s telefcope ereaed in his 
own garden is forty feet <long, five feet in 
diameter, and magnifies eleven thoufand 

t*mes*r - ;• :/-■ 

Blumenbach was to-day highly gratified 
by receiving from England thf^fkull of ana- 
tive of Otaheite, which his frmndSir Jofeph 
Banks'pmcored for him by j means of Cap- 
tarn Bfigh. This latter has at length fwc- 
ceeded in tranfporting twp thoufand plants 

of:thehrea|fefi»it tre|^ ; fi> .Jamaica ; a cir- 

in its l ine * 

l^n the ^fpla^hg bf thfe potatoe into 
l^ppe. Perhaps our grand-children may 
eet Wd-fruit, the prpdud of their own 
cbUntry. 
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At my return home I received from Blu- 
menbach a packet of minerals, among which 
were a Zirkon , a piece of Uranium fulphu- 
ratum y and a very fine Boratfitus. This 
prefent furprifed me moft agreeably, and 
I cfteem it a very valuable one, more par- 
ticularly from its containing - the three 
above-named articles. Help me* my friend, 
to think of fome tribute to pay him in re- 
turn, which may no^appear a wholly un- 
worthy acknowledgment for ib kind and 
difinterefted a courtefy. . 

Such, my dear Bonftetten, are the lead- 
ing features of my proceedings at Gottin- 
gen; to have given you all the minor in- 
cidents would have ftrerched my letter to 
an immoderate length. ..And now I muft 
fet about the necefiafy preparation^, for my 
departure., I embrace yqu as ever* Vale 
ct dma. 
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r Hamburgh, March loth, *754. 
f|*^HE fpacc which divides us, is now, my 
X friend, conftantly increafing; from 
the Elbe to the Aar! —what a frightful 
diftance for anxious affection ! 

I thank you a thousand times for your 
laft letter : all the effuftons which your foul 
poured into it funk deeply into mine; our 
lutes were- attuned to the fame key, but 
their tones were melancholy, ar the harp 
of- Gffian upon the autumn# hill, when 
the moon fhines on the grey monument of. 
his fathers. : •* .• > ■ 

I" had read ypur cherUhed letter twice 
over, ere I perceived the * lines running like 
arabefques 4P^ n its and vcohtaining 

an admonit^y hint imagination 

has more $h$n Once beed in danger of lofing 
a^^races of my route together with- a 
reprpach that you can fcareely find a 
fhadow of any thing like the fulfilment of 
«/ v 5 7 my 
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my promife at parting, that my courfe 
from place to place Humid be defcribed 
with all the minutenefs and fidelity of a 
Biifching travelling from Berlin to Re- 
kahn. 

On this fubjeCt I can truly and confci- 
entioufly declare that I fet out with a firm 
refolution of furpaffing in circumftantiality, 
if poffible, eyen the renowned John Bun- 
cle; well aware, from my own feelings, 
that to feparated friends, even the moft in- 
fignificant circumftance which has any re- 
lation to the abfentobjeCt, becomes of un- 
speakable importance. Mindful, of this, 
and attentive moreover to my given pro- 
mife, I cap aflure you that I have made 
many attempts to ad accordingly, but all 
have proved ineffectual : I believe indeed, 
that dancing on a rope could fcarcely have 
been more difficult to me than to have 
given a regular detail of my daily oc- 
currences. ; < V;', vj T'r . ■ 

Irir ' ' ' 

The profiag, old nurfe ftyl^ in which 
moil of our travelling journals are written* 
has always occafioned. ip me fuch an in- 
vincible naufea, that perhaps in my letters* 
f f although 
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although only defigned for the eyes of the 
moft indulgent friendfhip, I have palled 
over the medium line, and gone too much 
to the oppofite fide* often plucking only a 
fingle flower where I might have twined a 
whole garlands 

In two days more I hope to be at Kiel^ 
whence I fhall pafs over to Copenhagen with 
the firft fair wind; I havefpent Horae very 
pleaiant days here, and at Altona, with 
Klopftock, Biifch, Ebeling, Reimarus, Unzer, 
and Gerftenberg. *•/. V 

Klopftock’s gentus foars with eagle-wing 
as fublimely as ever. His laft odes on fomjje 
of the moft important epochaa of the 
French Revolution are not inferior in fire, 
elevation, and energy to his earlieft pro- 
ductions. The report that he had feht 
back the diploma creating him a French 
citizen is unfounded, nor can the ode by. 
means of ypjpch it obtained feme credit be 
his, becaufelt abounds Witfi incorre&neffes 
in the profody. The only authority indeed 
it to film is the ipfevUxit of a 
certain Gertiftan author |o whoth bur 1 ptftitO 
are daily offering up clouds of incenfe, 

which 
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which he blows away from Him with ffelf- 
jfufficient contempt ; in the conviction that 
no applaufe which can be bellowed upon 
him can equal his deferts, and that he con- 
fers Sufficient honour upon this fame pub- 
lic, if, in return for fo much adulation, he 
condescends to lead it by the nofe*. 

Gerftenberg, that ungrateful favourite of 
the Mufes and Graces, hftsnow nearly fe- 
ci uded hitnfelf from all intercourfe with 
mankind } but in the cOnfolations he de- 
rives from the Kantian philofophy, he de- 
clares he finds an tftxiple f comperifation for 
all that he once thought charming and va- 
luable infociety. FoftUhiite is he who can 
thus refigh ; Mmfelf to that unchangeable 
ferenity wIScH. 'Tolitude Ipreads over the 
mind, and tnafec himfelf fo independent 
of mankind that he can fey with Zeno* 
crates, “ He poflefleS without being pof- 
« fefled.” ' . W ■ 

* Though this fhoiiW feem to refer to (btne well-known 
chara&er and tranfa&ions,yet upon inquiry teong Ger- 
mans very converiant with the Hterature anc^Mtetary eba- 
ra^terspf their country, no one can conje&ure to whom 
it mav nrobabl V^ifc . T. 

r?2 Gerften- 
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Gerftenberg faid one day to nte, ** I 
« confider Kant’s fyftem of philofophy as 
« the moft important phenomenon which 
« has ever appeared in the world, not only 
« in this, but in every other century ; and as 
« an invaluable acquifition to mankind. It 
« points out to Us clearly the bounds 
« -within which we may-' extend our know- 


« ledge, and beyond which we cannot go ; 
« and opens new fields for the imagination 
« of the poet, of which he cduld never 
« before have had the ifioft diftant idea.” 

I had the good fOrtune to fee Schroder 
as King Lear^die firft charafter of this 
German Garricfc^lt is lamentable to re- 
flea that in a very feorftfine perhaps, the 
career of fo incomparableadeUneator of 
mankind may be neither a 

Lichtenberg or, a Sturz have yet endea- 
voured to Iketch for pofterity the outlines 


of thofe enchanting Imms which Proteus- 
like he kt^Wrfd wefllahw.jto a®ame, with- 
pijjt fufafi|i the ttantfotinafidn to be vifi- 
I't^himr' it thay ,-h.e r faid with ’the 

(iria4 i'* kc -’ lhM 

htgheft 
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htgheft of all arts, to conceal the art prac- 
tifedj and the eloge which Fielding puts 
into the mouth of the fimple Partridge 
never could be applied with greater pro- 
priety than to him. A more expreffive 
panegyric on the merits of any a£tor than 
what I allude to could fcarcely be bellowed, 
and though it may be fomewhat uncouthly 
carved, yet it is feized with a bold hand 
from the very mirror of nature. 

After the play, the Canon Meyer, the 
author of the ” Pictures of Italy? carried 
me to “ The Harmony a club fo called, 
cpnlifting of three hundred members. They 
have a fupper . regularly every month. I 
had a very interefting neighbour in Doctor 
Bartels, whole Travels in Calabria are among 
the beft works on Italy. 

At another opportunity Meyer, who has 
attracted my warm efteem as a man of re- 
fined manners and pure humanity, Ihewed 
me a valuable collection of defigps acquired 
in his travels’, m an y of which yyere con- 
tributions from lome of the grej^t artifts 
now living, or recently deceafed. As I had • 
only a tranfient fight of them, the fault 
1 f 3 of 
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of clrcumftanoe, thofe of Hackert, An- 
gelica Kaufmann, Battoni, Geflher, and 
Gotbe, are all that remain impreffed on 
Jfty mittd. 

At an evening affembly at S— the 
merchant’s, 1 heard a grocer of the name 
of Roding mentioned, who from the ac* 
count given of him muft be one of the 
moft extraordinary men in Hamburgh. 
He has published a Marine Didionary in 
various languages, k*s tranflated a German 
work into Portuguefe, and written an 
original work upon H herder's Ideas of a 
** philofophical Hi/lory of Mankind” which 
is partly a corre&ion, partly a confutation 
of them ; but this I underftand is not de- 
figned for the prefs. He poffefles befides 
a confiderable extent of ' mathematical 
knowledge, plays on the harpfichprd with 
{kill and tafte, and is an able miniature- 
painter: yet. with all this variety of talent, 
he is only' 5 able to devote thofe hours of 
failure which can be ftolen from his bufi- 
hell purfuit of the arts and feiences. 

Farrell,' my Bonftetten. I am often 
Jfcfah youin fpirit, on the terrace of youjr 
' garden, 
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garden, contemplatingWetterhorn, Schreck- 
horn, and Jungfrau, illumined by the even- 
ing fan ; liftening to the rufhing of the 
Aar, and the lowing of the herds on its 
banks, and pouring into your faithful bofom 
the pure effufions of unalterable friend* 
fliip. 


f f 4 
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Letter xxxix. 

Kiel, March 16 th, i?$ 4 ' 

T o-morrow, my friend, the packets 
boat is to fail. 1 have been for iome 
days paft preparing for the voyage; and the 
better to .guard again# contingencies, fince 
the pafTage, though fometimes accomplilhed 
in twenty-four hours, is atOthers protracted 
by contrary Winds to a fortnight* I have 
furnUhed myfelf with two large bafkets of 
provilions. At pirefent I amlooking every 
moment at the weather-cock, which even 
now points to the quarten favourable for 
my-purpofe. C Vnf 


am*** 

.4^? Onboard the- packet-boat, March, 1 8th, 
We ^ fail yefterday, at feven in the 
mor|ing, in a very heavy rain. Scarcely 
■ had 
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had we run a mile before the captain 
dropped the anchor again, declaring that 
while the air cbntinued fo thick he could 
not poflibly venture farther without danger. 
To be fuddenly thwarted in a courfe 
fcarcely begun, is as painful and difcourag- 
ing to our phyfical as our moral nature* 
Squeezed together in the damp fpace of a 
confined cabin, each paflenger began to 
contrive all methods poffible for ameliorating 
his fituation by amufing his mind: fome 
had reeourfe to wards, and others to the 
punch-bowl, while I found my entertain- 
ittent in gratifying a wifh, long ago formed, 
of reading the Odyfley at Tea * 1 Thus even- 
ing at laft came on, and for the firft time 
in my life I fell afleep under the proteSion 
of the Diofcuri. The buftle of heaving 
the anchor at day-break, frightened away 
my (lumbers, and I haftened on deck, where 
I faw — oh, with what tranfport! — the hea- 
vens fmiling moft ferenely around us, while 
a frefh breeze fwelled our fails; fpon after, 
we loft fight of Chriftianpris, a fbrit at the 
entrance of the Bay of Kiel 
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Four in the afternoon, March 19th. 

•The fun ftvone fo mildly that I fpent 
the whole forenoon on deck reading die 
OdjdTey : we are now in fight of the iiland 
of Lalstad. The company in the cabin 
confifts, as is feldom the cafe in a party fo 
jumbled together, entirely of poliflied and 
pleafant people : we have inftituted a kind 
of domeftic order and regularity .amongft 
us, as if united in one family. Lars, the 
fmarteft and moft alert of all cabin-boys, 
executes our orders with as much alacrity 
as the Fairy Fuck in Shakefpeare’s Mid- 
fummer Night’s Dream. This lad has al- 
ready made a voyage to the fiiaft Indies, but 
allures us that he finds this a hundred times 
more pleafant. , 

Among the paffengers are two brothers 
of -.the .celebrated mineralogifi Ferber, who 
died fome years ago at your native town. 
Thefe courteous and pleafing men fpeak with 
cnthafiitlSi of the great Linnaeus, who was 
their ; l|i$rtj£tor, and have given me a very 
fatisfa&ory account of his moral chara&er. 

J They 
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They pleafed me alfo much, by telling me 
that he had on all occafions done ample 
juftice to the merits of his declared antago- 
nift in natural hiftory, Buffon. 




T . . Copenhagen, March ?oth. 

' ’ ‘ V'* 

That jnoft fublime fight, to which np 
defeription can dgjuftjce, of the fun finking 
in the fea, and the, moon rifing out of it, 
was yefterday eveping prefented to me in 
ah its glory, juft at the b a PPy moment 
When no lap^ was to be feen around us. 

i$o3e nihil ajlra prater 

mtaintit: " 1 ; 

’< * 

# I 

To-day at fun-rife we were at the Chalk 
Cliff oppofite the jflaiid of Mon, which 
prefents a moft ftriking prof|)e&.- This 
monftrous t.mafs rifes in rugged ma- 
jefty perpendicularly .out of the;^^>SBres. I 
fot #* eel upwards in ipirit^ and Shakefpeare’s 

i - deferiptiotv 
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defcription of the Cliffs at Dover feemed 
realized) where 

The crows and choughs that wing the midway air 
’Show fcarce fo grofsas beetles * ** 

* * ' * * * * * 

The fifliermen that walk upon the beach 
Appear like mice, and yon tall anchoring bark 
Diminiftied to her cock. 


Towards noon we faw Scland and the 
coaft of Sweden. Three hours later the 
towers of Copenhagen were vifible in the 
liorizon, like Bender blades of (bubble; 
next we faw the mafts of the veffels lying 
In the harbour^ and at iaft the whole of the 
magnificent towa prefen ted itfelf to out 
view as if rifing out of the fandy fea- 
beach. It feemed, as we approached, a 
true magical fcene of creation ;„ariimg, in- 
ereafing, fepar^ting into forms, fettling 
into proportions, by degrees diftributing 


into light, v .;ihade, and colour, and termi- 
nating amft in the full difplay of an har- 
*iadnidx*s;,whole : all following as according 
tQ appnfiited ordinances, and in meafured 
time after each other. Wholly 

loft 
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loft in the contemplation of this moving* 
ever-varying picture, I found myfelf at laft 
very unexpectedly in the road of Copen- 
hagen, where the £hxp came to anchor. 
T^he paflengers with their baggage were im- 
mediately put on ihore, near the cuftom- 
houfe, in boats which inftantly on the an- 
choring of our ve$fel furrounded us in great 
numbers. 

In a few minutes after landing I was in 
the houfe of our friends the Bruns, who 
live hear the harbour. When firft I be- 
came acquainted with thefe amiable people 
at Lyons, I (hould fcarcely have believed my 
eyes, had I beheld in the mirror of futurity 
the prefent feene of our re-union. 

I 


March sift. 

I come now from the theatre, where an 
opera was performed called the “ Nuptials of 
“ Peter'' The Danifli language appears to 
me extremely well adapted to fmging, and 
particularly pleafing to the ear in tender 

airs. 
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airs. On the whole, the players appeared 
to great advantage: as a finger Madame 
Bartels has an undoubted claim to the firft 
place ; her voice is one of the cleareft I eve# 
heard, and her Tinging is melody, which 
Teems to come forth from the inmoft 
heart. ' 

The name of the {flHncig^ tjjM Si 
Schwarz ; he has fortfiecl himiell^Ar thd 
model of Schroder, is IttWittfable in 
his endeavours to approach as near as pof- 
fiWe to his great original. The theatre is 
fine, and fitted up with tafte, but much too 
fmall for fo large a town as Copenhagen, 
clpecially as the people are pafllonateiy 
fond of theatrical amufements. The King, 
who wears a very fplendid naval uniform, 
appears to concern himfelf very little with 
the performance,' but goes with hafty fteps 
up to his box and down again ; fometimer, 
though hut rarely, diflending his features 
into a fmile. He is (hort in ftature, yet welt 
made, and has a very good countenance, 
from which no one could infer the real 
ation c# hid mind. 
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Elfineur, March 22d. 
The fpring is at leafta month forwarder 
this year than is ufual in Seland, and I be- 
lieve that the weather can fcarcely he milder 
at prefent at Vevay than at Elfineur. We 
have not fullered i$ to pafs unemployed, but 
as faithful adherents of an old and wife fay- 
ing, “ take time by the forelock,” have 
employed it in feeing as much as poflible 
of the country while thus fet off to the beft 
advantage. Without fine weather even the 
moft charming landfcape makes an impref- 
fionas. Utjtl| pl^afing and letting, as i a fine 
countenance, from which that; firft of all 
attfa&ions, a fmile, is banilhed., 

My companions on this, party of real 
plcafure were jour female friend Brun, her 
fitter* bMaiy* the honett and lively Sander, 
my oldjeft friend, and the little Charles, 
remembers with great interett your 
dear little boy, „ and very lately exclaimed 
witheeftafy, ^Okkpw charming^as the 
‘‘ time we fpent;at the cattle o^$fan !” 
Bonftetten, you will believe that this ex- 
13 clamation 
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clamation endeared the child to me in no 
fmall decree. 

The firft place we vifited was Seeluft, a 
country feat belonging to the Mmifter of 
Finance, Schimmelauna, of which there is 
a very good defeription given in “ Jffirfcb- 
“ felct t Theory of Gardening?* This gar- 
den, which is kid out quite according to 
nature, has a very fine fea view 5 in the dark 
offing the ifland of Weme, or Veen, become 
famous as having been the abode of Tycho- 
Brahc is juft discernible. 

Hence we proceeded# through a part of 
the Royal Park, where I was exceedingly 
affoniffied at the gigantic fize of the 
beeches. One of them, which Klopftock, 
when he lived at Bernftoif, ufually made 
the boundary of his walks, i* called Rlop- 
ftockVbeech, and confidcred asa resfaera. 

Towards ‘evening we arrived at Eifineur. 
The road leading to it is one of the moft 
excellent a$J beft kept up that I have feen 
in my travels, not excepting even the 
Cbaufloe* of Languedoc, or that in the 
cantoM ‘Bern. Our firft vjfit at Elfineor 
wat to. the Caftle of Croneuburg.* From 

the 
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the chara&er of ftrength and grandeur 
which it bears, being built in the boldeft 
Gothic ftyle, and the folemnity of its fitua- 
tion, I was iufpired by a kind of devotional 
awe upon enu ring it ; It is Hill firm, as if 
made of folid ore, and, as Deiille fays of 
the pyramids of Egypt, feems to weary out 
the deftroying hand of Time. * 

We afeended to the platform of a high 
quadrangular tower, and beheld a moft 
fplendid profpeft. The fun was declin- 
ing towards its oozy bed, and cift the 
moft glowing tints on the neighbouring 
fhores of Sweden, from Helfmgborg to 
the Kulian Hills j to the right the eye was 
loft in the Baltic, to the left in the North 
'Sea 5 below us lay Elfineur, with a foreft 
of mafts, and fttips failing through the 
Sound. If you think of the view of 
Y voire and Thonon from Nion, yott> will 
have an cxa£t idea of the degree of diftmtt- 
nefs In which the objects appeared on the 
oppofite coaft of Sweden. 

Marienluft, a palace belonging to^he he- 
reditary prince, lies near the town,’ and has 
o o plcaf&nt 
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pleafant grounds about it, in which great 
forbc'.tancc has been fhewn to nature. 


Friedenfburg, March 23d. 

W c left Klfineur very early, aftd travelled 
northwards toHellebcck, well known from 
the manufjtflory of arms belonging to 
Count oehimmclmann. The fea- view from 
this is un tnimoufly allowed to be the 
grtndeft . 1 1 the whole tiland, and its cn- 
v'irono aie vuy finely and juftly deferibed 
in I rederich Stolberg’s admirable poem 
called ll J kbeck, The grf&teft extent of 
view o.u- both Teas is from the Hill of 
Odin. * 

In the afternoon we came to Friedenf- 
burgv the prefent refidcnce of the Queen 
Juliana Mania. This wyjs the favourite 
abode of tvedtwk the Fifth; the garden 
contains nothing ftriking, hut its fituatipji 
oft tlujtaktf of Efrum is 'extremely 1 plear 
fant. !kv ri * 


U 
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.til a thicket of firs we met with a monu* 
tnent which attraded our attention! it 
confifts of a cubical pcdeftal, bearing an 
Unformed mafs of ftone, on which no other 
trace of the duffel is to be found but a 
croft, and the date of the year 1534* 
When I return to Copenhagen I muff en- 
deavour to obtain fome further information 
relative to a done which bears fo myfterioua 
an appearance. 


Copenhagen, March i^th. 

THE'defolated walls of Ghriftianfburg arc 
a fight of fallen fplendour which fill the 
heart with an Involuntary fiiuddering. I 
wandered for a long time among them, and 
iby fkn<Sy was bufied in repairing What 
only lies in ruins, and reftoring again what 
U abfolutely dettroyed ; in this way I re- 
called the fuoken glory of the proud palace 
once more out of oblivion, but lt%as only 
to fhake my heart more powerfully with 
the contrail. After having been prefent in 
sea imagina- 
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imagination at a royal feftival, the glitter- 
ing ilcnes. of which were placed before my 
eyes in their moft lively colours, in a mo- 
ment the enchantment vanished, and re- 
figned me wholly to tbe impreffions of a 
fad reality. Then, in the winds that 
whifUed through the empty cavities, where 
once were windows, I feemed to hear the 
voices of unfeca beings, who at laft united 
to ting in folemn chorus : 

The cloud -capt towers, the gorgeous palaces. 

The folemn templt s, the great globe itfelf, 

"V ra, all Who it inherit, (hall difiblve. 

And, like an upfubftanttal pageant faded, 

Leave not a tack behind s we are fuefe ftuff 
As dreams arc made of, and our little life 
Is rounded with aikep. 

lafeended the great marble (taircafa, which 
fliil remains tolerably entire, and looked 
iajmtfc$ Knight’s HaU$ this, room, on account 
of it# .extraordinary fixe, is claffed high 
among the' urchite&ural, euriofities of Eu- 
rope, Count BernftorfTs <?ouutry houfe, 
tty UO mpns an inconfujerabl© building^ 
WOuJd^J^taJnly ftand within it. The 
i oof is entirely broken in ; , below the iron 

' halluftrade 
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balluftrade which fupported the gallery, 
the bulls of the Kings fttll remain 
uninjured. They appear like wan fj»'u>s 
hoveling in abandoned fpace, mourning 
over the fccnes of defolated pomp. Here 
it was that a man, driven by the flames 
which putfued him to the cornifh of a 
window, ahd finding no poflibiiity of efcap- 
ing their fury, to avoid a lingering mar- 
tyrdom, covered his face with his mantle 
and rallied into the hotteft of the tire. 

* $ * * * * 

Concerning the ftone with which I was 
ftruck at Friedenfburg, I learned to day 
that it was erected by Frederick the Fifth, 
at the fuggeftion of a humourous courtier, 
folely to Catch travellers and antiquarians : 
and, the firft number that chance didlated was 
taken for a date. Before the real truth was 
known it occafioned 1 know npt how many 
dilfertations and learned tilting matches. 

1 palTed the afternoon, alas t but too 
quickly, ih a very pleafant compi% at Pro- 
feflbr Egger*s> one of the rnoft’aiftive and 
enlightened literati in Ben mark, who has 
<503 acquired 
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acquired cfteem and renown as a ftateftaan, 
a politician, and an hiftorian. At his houfc 
I faw Monfitur Grouvcl, who it is weH 
known had the melancholy talk of reading 
the icntence of death to Louis the Six- 
teenth. He ia a man of true old French 
politejfe and vivacity* and full df let atttn* 
turns. 


Mfflh ajth* 

1 HAVE been to tlie balcony of the ware- 
jboufe on the wharf, .whence there is a fa* 
mom view, including the whole Holm* the 
road, the fea*coaft quite to EHinenr, as 
well as the coaft of Schonen. 

I dined at* Count Schimmelmaon’s, 
The unconftrained and natural manners 
which reign here, and without which it is 
impoflible to maintain any degree of for 
debility, gave me, as far as the manners of 
a nation tMy be inferred from* tbofe of an 
Individual, the mod: advantageous idea of 
4tp 1 domeftic lives of the higher ranks 

among 
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among the Panes. The Count's deport- 
ment is gentle and unaffuming, ami in his 
intercourfe as matter of the houte he gains* 
upon the hearts of his guefts every mo- 
ment j while as a man, and a mini tier, Ik 
has acquired the highett elleeip f.em his 
ttridl honour and integrity. 

My evening was ijpent in a family circle 
at the Minifter of State, Bcrjiftorff’s, who 
may be called the Ariftides of modem 
times. Never can human nature appear 
in a more exalted point of view than in him. 
Endowed with the greateft and moft varied 
talents, *he is in other refjae&s every thing 
that can he wifhed: ritildnefs, firmnefs, 
and elevation unite in his foul ; ftrength, 
dignity, and fymmetry in his truly noble 
figure. 

0 

Si frafl'ts ifUbaUr o> 'i*, 
lmpa 1 . id’trn Jjgrxe rtt 

t % * 

From a mouth to which truth is facred, 
£ heard an account of the hereditary prince, 
according to which all the virtues, without 
any of the vices of a regent are united in 
. 004 his 
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his foul. He loves his wife paffionately, 
and it is confidently afferted never in his 
life defetnded to familiarities with any other 
woman. He never plays, is extremely 
temperate in his modes of living, hates 
hunting, find occupies bitnfelf with un- 
wearied affiduity in the buiiftd* of the 
ftate, to which he exclufively devotes hira- 
fe If *. He reverences the great Bernftorff 
as a lather, and has difeernnpent enough 
fully to comprehend' the extent of that un- 
common man’s worth. The want of learn- 
ing, which, from the (fefe&ive mode of 
his education, he could not poffibly at- 
tain, he fupplies by a thoregigh kno^ 
ledge of mankind, and great ftrength of 
judgment. 

At the Harmony Club I heard Schulzes 

hymn, one of the firih of mufical compofi- 

tions, performed by fame amateurs. Except 

Gluck’s opefas, no mulic ever affected m% 

* 

* 

• A farther t flitnooy to the amiable difpofition of the 
Prince Royal of Denmaik may be found in Mary 
Woljftorwgilh’* Eettcrs from Sweden, &BS» in which 
many *Mf$j|iku* ate tdited that redound much to hi* 
honour* particularly during; his piogrefs through Nor- 
way in 1788. T. 


more 
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more powerfully. Schulz’s genius in the 
chorus, ** Praife the bor'd) ye Whirl-winds ,” 
has foared to a height that, according to my 
opinion, (which however makes not the 
}eaft pretention to infallibility,) even Handel 
himfelf never reached* 
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T'tmfl <rtt' J in He 'f l ip, ^pril i jth, ry$f. 
Y returned to Hamburgh, iny dear Bon- 
ftetten, over the Belts, (incc the unva- 
rying contrary wind made it impoflible to 
reach either Kiel Or T.ubccks, 

I lift Copenhagen on the fourth of April. 
The view from the citftle cl’ Frcdericltiberg, 
the ufual dimmer refugee of the Court, 
is the only thing that bmlfc the uniformity 
of the county between 'Copenhagen and 
Rofldld. At tins latterjgwn are the tophi 
of the Kings which KwjP'ocfc has 
fubjed of one of the fine! 

Thence 1 we pafied through 
dt, a little town, twenty, houfes jn 
which were lately burnt down, to T 
on the weikfrt roaft of Stland. The four* 
iten, miles from Copenhagen thither, over 
One of the fined; roads in all Europe, we 
| In fo many hours *. The paff- 

, ,T' 

• That is German miles, one of whith it» equal to five 
iVftgliih. T. 

3 
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age over the Great Bek was performed in 
five, hours, . with a fidp-wiad j we failed 
near the ifland pf Sproe, which, like St. 
Peter’s Ifi-e in the Lake of Biel, is inhabited 
only by a.fmgle family. „ 

The packet landed at Nubdrg, a fnaall 
townpleafisnfly fituated on a little hay, tht 
tfioresbf which are varied and; highly cul* 
treated. We proffed the fertile ifland 
of Fnnedi the greateft part of which, to 
my regret, J travelled through amid the* 
darttoefs of nigh t^A t Middelfart wepafled 
i,is there fo narrow, that 
hi a host in lefe than 
•e it is *Ub 





ffijjSff' rain almoft the wholl 
. evening, 4h' a foreft mat 


, were overtaken ,%y 

>X | 



^;^idnred' the flafh Jnftartta- 
i; : ;at' ; the fame"' dm r e||he ,,;:i haH 
with ■ tremendou# ^Be t ’'and 
■pot fat from; 1 , us" a ■ tr&e was 
dn a fudden die 
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a dead flop; and the poftiilion, toWhom I 
tailed, gave nOanfwer, but appeared per- 
fectly (tunned. Atlaft,with much diffi- 
culty, I fucceeded in getting him to go foo* 
wards, and remove us from the high tre% 
among which wenowfelt ourfelves ex 4 - v 
treffieiy'inftieufe.; iv» "*• ?•’ 

i ,; The Iblldwing day was io jStny,tthat I 
Was deprived <^^he^flg!ffi‘ ; '^t|ife , ''Weldjimted 
country ; 'ahpUC Kllenlburg*’ ■' 

-1%e «thte';-aaroftXpl^@iig 

$wttieft 'of- townLlfed ^St uatten.a8 ffir sis 
■l' could judge by fe<^Pwrh»oo^:^eiic 

mm 

Jr:k. .> 




’(^pehha^efl^j^tti.dg ' : 

, He e|iertai#d tne vM'jg^ij . |. t . 
■MMm,;.'£en- hours I .‘fisfehtv- 








iajl 

1 % tnt oiif i Wtnj/ftoiiM 


i'i it'j mi:. ■ 
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.. But Eow .much fo$yer f found myfelf 
fatigued*, and in want.^ffleep, on my ar- 
rival at Kiel, ftill I could not withftand the 
invitation of my friend Header to accom- 
pany - him the fame day to Emkendorf. 
This place, which, lies three miles from 
Kiel, tow^ds Rendfpurg, is the country- 
Reyeniau, formerly, I>aniih 
amba^ador ; C| j^ondort ,;and Stockholm, a 
very poli^ fhd' gentle^a|terJike joan . \ f His 
wife is the Countefa Julie Schimmelmann, 

mind, and goodnefs of 
worthy of efteem. 


..hisart,.;. I , 



tivata 


pa«erd|^'f^gM]#-the: m&x one is in* 
Mtq/hres tjf Sutt^ ry,” the other, 

wMShW"*'* 

Vgp^**^ WSBs eli ^ , ...... 

•Hwassj ahs * r “‘ &«*;& 

her peculiafi pace, ‘ and delicacy m 4 ideas, 
mfoJ ? j^ponr i a<.t 9 .the dig^ef e 9 

m w,; ;,:ri . ;. : . 
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Count Revefttau has feme good copies 
after Raphael and Guido Rhcni, which lid 
brought with him from Italy j alfo many 
originals, among which two landscapes by 
Hackert* appear to me deferving of dif* 
fift&lon. 

At Kiel I vifited Profe/Tor Fab’ricius, one 
Of the Scholars of Linnseus, who follows 

* Hack<*rt has long been in confirterable repute as a 
tandfcape painter and a painter of fea- views. He is 
particularly celebrated for four paintings of engage* 
ments between the Ruffian add T urkifh fleets, which 
hang in the hall of audience at Pfcterhoff. Thefe were 
painted by order of the late Rmprefs of Ruffla, to im* 
mortalize her naval vi&ories over the Turks, particu* 
Lrly that obtained in the Archipelago between the ifland 
pTScio and the Coaft of Pifatolia, in which the flilps of 

Ruffian admiral Spiridow, and the Capudan Pacha* 
commander of the Turkifh fleet, both blew up* When 
Hackert was applied to by Alexey Orlow, than refident 
kr Leghorn, who had received a commiffion from the 
limpid* to get thefe pictures painted, so undertake thk 
trfir, he hefftated, and uigod that he bad never * 
Chip blow up. Oitow however foon obviated Hue obiecr 
don, and as thl Ruffian fleet Was then lying In the rapl 
«f Leghorn to' refit, immediately ordered a (hip to 
bn blown , up, Uuis hazaiding the firing of alt the veflkW 
in the rc^fficrely to furmfh the painter with the means of 
bMifaf %th greater truth, the difcfter he Was to cpoir 
memorate* T * 

jib* his 
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his mailer mod clofely, and in the clafs of 
Entomology, particularly in England and 
France, has obtained a fort of dictator- 
ship which no one among living naturalifts 
is in a Situation to contend with him. 

From Kiel, i came by invitation of my 
friend Counteia I.ouifo Ikoiberg to Trent f- 
biittel. In this village of irloiftcin which 
is four miles diftant fi om Hamburgh, Count 
Chriftian iStolberg lives the life of a prac- 
tical philofoplar, both- as a patron ol eft* 
Mufcs ami a promoter of the general hip- 
pinefs pf mankind. 1 The cultivated mind 
of the Cpuntefs and her es; ten five reading 
are known to you by Some of lieu letters 
to Bonnet, who, once in couvcrfition with 
me, called her the aptcE follower he knew, 
of the courSc of his ideas. Indeed that 
worthy, but, alas ! deceafed»fiiend of ours. 
Was by few perfons more warmly reve- 
fenced, or better underftood, than by this 
tody Tierfelf, an equally unwearied inquirer 
after light and truth. ” 

To-morrow I muft leave this iifjode of 
the purely domeftic happinefs, which I (hail 
not do without regret; but the remem* 
1 2 bratlce 
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brance of Tremfbuttel and its inhabitants 
will never be erafed from my heart. 

I fhall now proceed to my home at 
Brunfwick, where, after a very long repara- 
tion, I cxpedl once more to have the hap- 
pinefs of feeing my mother and lifter. 

The brevity of this letter will appear 
very pardonable when you confidcr where 
it was written j farewell, my beloved friend, 
and never doubt the unalterable regard of 
him who is wholly yours. 
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Brunfvvick, April * 2 ( 1 , I 794 * 

I MAD al^fextremely pleafant journey from 
Hambuigh hither ; the weather was 
T^iriterfhj^l||||' , fe"reh’e, at&d all the trees in 
fullblootn; fuch a luOTfiahce of vegetable 
life at fo^early a pefioij of the fprihg t 
never retnembet^|Without a poetical flou- 
rifh, the proftiSbn ' of bloffoms upon the 
4gI>%ha«B^n iftiftA. for the bur- 

den of fnow, under which the forefts 

, 1 

lighedj as Horace defcribes in his Ode to 
Winter. V v '' :i< 

In the church-yard at Luneburg, my 
attention /#as attra&ed by a monumeht, 
'$be idea of which appears W me no left 
i*ew than elegant. It reprefents a broken 
hxs&i '' pillar j a part bf the fhaft ftill hands 
oh the pedeSal, and another piece leans 
againft capital lie^'on thjphppofite 

fide; ‘a "rent paffes^throhgh J0'1»id|t\*©f 
the ihfcription (wbiehonlygives the nathe 
'■V\ h a T-and 
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and civil profeflion of the deceafed) quite 
to the Bafe. The whole is fo ordered, that 
every piece of ruin gives the appearance 
of the pillar having been broken from 
the effeft of iome deftru&ive Ihock of 
nitute, not as if it , had fallen to pieces 
' from the flow operations of time4nd decay. 
This monument was ere&ed to the Syn- 
dieus Kraut, whofe patrioticMtherits as I 
learned on an accurate inquiry^ fully juftify 
fo honourable an allegory. - - ’ 

As on my arrival at v-Brunfwick I did 
not meet with any of the friends whom I 
fought, I wentito the theatre to pafsaway 
the time. Here a pi$ce'<of .true dramatic 
inanity, was lo miferahly performed, 1 that 
the prize of contemptiblenefs might well 
be contended between the author and the 
platens. In onfi fcene,a damfel, Who had 
been foduced by the hero of the piece, was 
repfelented -as about tb throw herfelf and 
her; dilhonour into the water together. 
The moft nonfenfical monologue that could 
he "bpt ^s^||ed,: which reminded me an a 
. manner f thiewbiie of King 
jjM** , ahipd^S'^of^^rHamlet, .-was'^e^eated ■ 
-y-^: i ■' * , *’■ . by 
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by the lady, accompanied by thunder and 
lightning. That concluded, the fury of 
the elements was in a moment appcafed, 
as if the fairy Mab had waved her wand of 
poppies, and a black pafteboard, which had 
reprefented a thundercloud, being removed, 
the full .moon burft upon us in all her 
fpleftdpur. *. The fightof this fympathetic 
friend; ; of inftatftly foothed the de- 

i< ijj 

fpairof the forlaken Dido, and inftead of 
calling the heavy load of life,, according 
to her fir ft plan^into the humid abyfs, fhe 
apoftrophized the moon with a m&wkiih 
thropg of quotations fromfthe moft fen- 
tirhental novels, and went off perfe&ly con- 
foled. • . ...iShkspi&X!:' ' h 

Thefe inconceivable " infipidities were 
fucceeded (with blufties, as a German, l 
relate lit) J»y To vehement hud continued a 
peal of applaufe, that a foreigner who bad 
entered^ in the midft of fuch an universal 
ecftafy .would have: conceived a high idea 
. of the perfonwho could create it,, ! and fup- 
pofed ,h$r /econd^-jj^dons or 

Clairo^'l:..*ShJtttsit' ■%■;;; alas Iwithtbetbe- 
atrical tafte in moft parts >of Germany!, to 
h h 2 , com£t 
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coirect which, even the < (Torts of a Lcfling, 
were as \air>, rs the hope th it the golden 
age of uaheifd and denial pe.u>, ima- 
gined ly tho Ivuv vol nt enthud.dl Mill if 
Pierre, could g>in any lounttnnuc or 
tention fiOiii the pufent bellignent nuinm.. 

It gave me very great pleafure to mahv. 
an acquaintance with Cor nfelloi Ehoit, who 
has now for more than half a cGnturv, with 
the mod patriotic T c il, been labouring 
llrenuoufly to promote the imptovemem 
of tafle in Ctrmany. The Mvicity and 
youthful fue of this amiable old man, not- 
withftanding the accurate porttait which 
had been previously fleetched me by L — — 

Saint , aftonifhed me . exceedingly* 

Although now in the feventieth year of 
his age, he has very lately offered as frefh 
a garland to the Mules-, as in the fullcft 
bloom of his life. 

tbert is the only one of the authors 
concerned in the “ Bremen EJliys %” ex- 
cept 

* This W|| a per oJ cal worfc publifhed at Bremen in 
the e<uly part df the preient century by a fociety ot young 
men who aftynV4rd$„,rofe to greet fame in the Jim ary 
world, as apjx* is fiom the lift of celthutcd ua met g vt<i 

as 
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ccpt Klopftoek, wlio is £1111 alive. What 
the latter, in his ode to him, fo affcftingly 
foretold, has been literally fulfilled ; Gifeke, 
Cramer, Gartner, Rabner, Gellert, Sohle- 
gel, Schmidt, and Ilugedorn are dead, and 
only the “ two folitat'u” now remain. 

“ Whom here a gloomy fate condemns below 
“ To wander longer, ft ill configncd to pairf.” 

Which of thefe will be the furvivor? 

Ebert is one of the moft charming com- 
panions I have ever feen, and a very ex- 
cellent fpeaker, Long (hall I remember 
the pleafure 1 received from his reading 
one pf Hagedorn’s manufeript poems, in 
which the ry paragraphical manner of the 
formerly celebrated. Brock is inimitably pa- 
rodied^, It is an epiftle to Lifkov which 
begins thus : 

0 > 

Wic waid ich docb, gechrtcr lafkov, froh. 

Ah, 

Mit poch ungewafebner Rcchten und dreiunddreiffig 
jrthrgem 1 Ials*, u> f. w. 


as Concerned in it. Thefe efl'ays were read with great 
avidity by the nation at large, and aic in much re- 
pute. T. , % 

* It is irapoffiblc to give a tranffation of thefe lines, 
winch could give any juft idea of the original. T. 

H II 3 At 
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At Fbert’s 1 had the pie a Cure of hearing 
Schw menberge; , the leader of the chapel- 
band, play upon the harpfichoid. Ilis 
execution is. charming, and the rapid mo- 
tion of his fingers, fo extraordinary, that it 
appears as if each was animated by a fe- 
p u ate foul. 

It is with concern I tell you that Ger- 
many mult now probably renounce all 
hope of feeing the ** If /lory of the 'Thirty 
u Years fYar ’ by Lcikivi/. I-’or this work 
lie lud, at a considerable Spence, and with 
indefatigable mduftiy, colli <fteu together 
one of the richelt and* molt complete 
ticifurrs of materials that an hiftorian 
ever could boaft. But whctl I inquired 
about the piogrefs he had made in tit# com- 
pliant n, lie declared that he no longer 
hit any intci eft 'about it, and had rcafon 
to believe that it was pietty much the 
fame with the public al large. A critic of 
the in oft refined tafte 6f any now living 
among us, Crmftellor Efehenburg, who has 
i'een lonjc’of the fragments, fpcaks fo 
highly leifewi^s ftyle, that according 
to him he Is endowed with talents for an 

hiftorian. 
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hiftorian, which would enable him to enter 
the lifts with a Robertfon, a Hume, or a 
Gibbon. 

Yefterday Profcfibr Buhle from Gottin- 
gen, who is come hither to fpend Eafter 
with his father and mother, took a walk 
with me to Wolfenbuttel. Before we were 
out of Bronfwick I faw ftill remaining, in 
the court ofethe^caftle, the.ftatuecf the lion, 
which Duke Henry, the Lion-hearted, 
brought with him from; the Holy Land, and 
which, according to popular tradition, is 
buried here. I was rejoiced at feeing again 
this venerable national memorial, becaufe 
it recalled to my mind that impreffion 
of fhuddering delight with which in my 
childhood X had often liftened to this won- 
derful ftory. 

, We ftayed fprne little time in the 
Duchefs’s garden on account of the charm- 
ing profpe& to be (een near, the palace. 
This a fmall building, ij^is true, but ele- 
gant, and ftands on a lofely lawn through 
which the Ocker meanders moff||fautifully. 
This fweet fpot* ;&bg^tfee. iaS#iant pro- 
fusion of flpwe^ whiofi' fpring had Ip^ead 
11 h 4 over 
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over it, reminded me of that where, accord- 
ing to the defcription of Mofcbus, Europa 
was walking with her companions, when 
{he attracted the attention of the great 


Thunderer himfelf. 

Our firft vifit at Wolfenbiittel was to* 
ProfefforTrapp, my old friend, who lives 
here contented and happy, and exercifes 
his incomparable talents for edtltctition with 
all poffible ftrccefe* ; r.i: : :> cC'% ,■ 

We found the. librarian Xanger at the 
library. He^is. a man: of coidi#r a We 
learning, a great traveller, and perhaps, ex- 
cels' all his cotemporaries in information 
on, theXutge^ 


huUding^aftonidied : -raelilpj?tjat':$l».' hpld %le 
of , its ,archite(Q:uf e * is^ rotunda imd only 
admits the light from above.,: 6 You muft 
difpenfe with my giving yob a complete 
enumeration of the books and manufcripts 

re as. .the rnpft dif- ! 

is of them* in 

d 


my4ionrtod.‘.t- 
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in the year 1640. We faw here an edition 
of Boner’s Fables which bears that date; 
it is printed in mifial character, and has co- 
loured wooden plates. The collection of 
Bibles in this library are about four thou- 
fand; it is fuppofed there may be near 
twelve thoufand editions of the Bible now 
extant. 

For the benefit of the numerous cl'afs of 
travellers, who in collections of this kind 
concern themfelves principally with what 
are called curiofities, a Bible of Halle con-' 
ftantly lies open, in which through a great 
fin- of omijfion on the part of the cotiapofitor, 
a great fin oieommjfion is enjoined inftead 
of being prohibited ; for' the Seventh Com- 
mandment runs thus: “ Thou flialt com- 
“ ihit adultery *.*’ 

■ ' , y It 

• Not lefs curious in tbe line of various readings in the 
Btble, is ab alteration once inkite by a printer^ widow in 
tbe': fentenceof iubjediioh JO Het. :j^(baad pronounced 
upon Eve,' recorded . in j'tfae. lixted^i 'verfe^pf the, third 
chapter of Cenefis. This, woman, who,aftrr the'death 
of her hufbjttKl, earri^' i ,, bn'jd& printipg 'hlffnefs, one 
night took bn Opportunity of -going ' into the’ office ' where 
a new edition of the Bible was printing, when taring put 
tHe two Rrft letters of the word Ifeir in the above-men- 
'■ •' tioned 
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It b r 't nnicli known that Longa hi hi 
jontli was no tontvrnptibb poet, ioiut 
poo, l Lyuo pio.'t ■» of his me to he loumi 
in the (ioj nii'ii Anthologia. At liis houto 
I faw one of^jeffner’,. fmtfl huidfcapcs, ami 
a fmall antique Apollo in btonze, whi'h 
was dug up not iar from liafle. 

A little bcfoie fun-fet we ict out on our 
return to Biunfwick. The light in which 
the gardens and forefts Iccmed to wanton 
voluptuoufly, was the moft lovely that could 
defeend from Heaven to earth, In the 
garden of an inn* which flood iingly in the 
road, we took pofleflion *of a little arbour 
that we' mieht eniov this delicious former 


tioned pafTage (he fubftituted Na in their place, thus alter- 
ing the lentence tiom “ Und er Jo// dtinllut fyn” 
(** And lie (lull be thy Lord*’) to “ Und er/oll dei r Nmr 
“ ftyn” (“ And he (hall he thy Fool ." ) /tccoiding to 
icpoit this piece til mingled leva# and folly colt the 
woman her life, as flit* was on detection put to death at 
J.cipfic k, and the copies wrought off with this alteration 
ordered to he bought up by the magifhates and deftroyed. 
Some however were Itcreted, and are occalionally pio- 
duced for fate, when they fttch an enormous pritc. It 
is (aid that one of thefe copies is among the coUc£lion ol 
Bibles at Studtgaj-dt. T . 


evening 
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evening to our hearts content. The rofes 
and ointments excepted, every- thing was 
united here which Horace has afle ru- 
bied together in his Ode to Delius: tops of 
trees which twined together* to form a 
fliady arch, a gentle water fplafhing foftly 
againft a fmooth turf Hope, and the' wife 
refolution to catch at every joy d£ life in 

its flight; '■*" ' ' “ 

• 4 - 'M- n-' • • ! . 

( Zhfpt rts £t atas et prorum 

J Vita trium patiuntur atra, . 

' ' : ‘ 1 ' ■ ' t * ' v j. ^ i ■ 

The wine alfo, which wp drank Jhete, 
was not 4 very unworthy, .reprefenutive of 
the l?alernian«5]y • . }t 
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Krak iu, near Magdcbourg, May iff, 1794. 

Y OU know, my deareft friend, how often 
even by your fide in the Fairy Land 
about the Lake of Geneva, 1 have ex- 
prefled a wiflx once again to fee the place 
where I fpent the early years of my life. 
Fate has now granted me the aCcomplifh- 
ment of that wifli: I came three days ago 
to the village where I was educated by my 
grandfather, a venerable and worthy ec- 
clcfuftic, till I attained my fourteenth year. 
Krakau is in a plcafant and cheerful fitua- 
tion on the banks of the Elbe, and is 
not farther from Magdcbourg, which makes 
a very grand appearance pn the oppo- 
se fhore 0 f irlWr, than Frangin is from 

Nion. ,J ' 

Every thing hereabouts, Whether near or 
at a diftance, recalls fome feene of my 
childhood to my imagination, and notwith- 
standing 
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ftanding the time that has fince elapfed, 
and the perpetual changes both of my 
fate and (ituation, all appear as frefh and 
vivid in my memory as if they had hap- 
pened but yefterday. 

The moment of feeing my mother and 
filler again, after a reparation of ten years, 
was one of transport impoifible to be de- 
fcribed. * 

I fpent fome delightful hours yefterday 
at Counlellor Kbpken’s, who is already 
known to you as an admirer and votary 
of the Mufes, from our conversions on 
the prefent flate of German literature. He 
has lately printed afele&ionof his poetry 
tinder the title of ** Hymns to God % with 
“ other Mjfcdlaneous Poems” but they arc, 
alas! not to be pubfifhed, only diftributed 
among his friend®. ... * 

At the Dompletze^ a pnblicrwalk at Mag- 
debottrg, l met with ft of French 

prifoners. The officers no means 

Sans-cuhttijhy but rather 4refed ih |be .ftyle 
of the old Frenchbeaux, and moft of 
them - wore large tri-coloured plumes in 
their hats. 'They are tmiverfally weft 

fpoken 
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fpoken of for their genteel and pleafing 
manners, and are admitted into the belt 
houfcs. The foldiers live in the barracks, 
and are treated with great humanity. I 
faw a great number of them this morning 
collected about a ballad-finger, who was ex- 
hibiting 4 horrible pithue in which a guil- 
lotine was the mod confpicuous object j 
and in the ballad which he fung at the 
feme time, upon “ The Jhoeking murder of 
“ the. widowed Queen of France f the French 
nation were not only claffed with tigers 

1 , . r 

arid hyaenas, but even with baulifks and 
dragons. '■ , " 

I muft not omit to tneritioti a little guil- 
lotine conferii;£te4 an inhabitant cf this 
place for the humane purpofe of Shortening 
the pain of e^ecutiori to the poultry under 
Sentence of death for his table. 

I learned wJtfji real jplifcafore from Kdp* 
ken, .that : ;.tl||^P^ry . Sricfety of Magde- 
bourg, of orie 6$ the oldeft and 

mpft a$iye ^members, , have unatumoufly 
agreeii.:to,efe<St* ; ,a monument to Bafedow, at 
the j#ace where he was buried; in the ce- 
metery; thq church of the Holy Ghoft. 
V/ /' v ' ’ ' The 
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The buft of the deceafed in bas-relief, the 
execution of which is confxgned to the very 
able Profeflor Doll at Gotha, is to be the only 
decoration, and it is merely to.be infcribcd 
with his name. A more honorable infcrip- 
tion for the illuftrious dead can hardly be 
devifed. 

La Fayette is fpoken of here with great 
efteem; and the fate which threw this lofty- 
minded and humane general into chains, in 
the midft of a career begun with fo much 
luftre,is confidered by all perfons who have 
any mind or heart, as one of the mqft la- 
mentable that a mortal could experience. 
It was pleafing to me to learn from the 
mouth of a man of great credibility, and 
who, as phyfician to La Fayette, enjoyed 
a daily intercourfe with him, a complete 
contradidion of the accounts we had read 
with fuch bitter, indignation in many news- 
papers, of the fevere and, unworthy treat- 
ment of that hero in the .of Nlagde** 
bourg,, , , , ■■■ ■ 

An obfervation,pf his, and he ceftainly 
is a competent judge and corred eftimator 

• • of 
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of the talents of a general, upon the Prince 
of Cobouig’s conduct on Dumourier’s dc- 
feriion to the Auflrian army, appears to me 
fo new and finking, that I muft repeat it : 
“ It is impoffible to deny the Pi into of (to- 
• “ bourg,” faid he to an ofhcci of tlie gar- 
rilonat Magdcbourg, “ difltnguifhcd talents 
“ as a general, but he committed a fault 
“ which poftcrity never can pardon in not 
“ attacking the French immediately on I hi- 

mourier’s coming over to him, when 
** their army was in difordcr and diflrac- 
u tioo, and he might have deflroycd it, 
u even to the laft man, with very little 
“ trouble.” 

Alexander Lameth is alfo here, but he ia 
fhortly going to a bath in Silcfia for the be- 
nefit cf his health, which is in a very de- 
bilitated date. -The allowance he receives 
from the King of Pruffia amounts to two 
rix-dollars His mother, a 

BrogUo by bi^H, and celebrated as a refo- 

lute ™»“> ^8 followed 

him hither. 
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Halberftadt, May 6 th, 1794. 
V* op ken and I are come hither from 
Magdebourg to vifit our mutual friend 
Gleim. I found this Neftor of living Poets, 
of whom Klopftock very truly and finely 
fings, that, “ loving , he commands love, and 
4t hates nothing but a cold moderation as 
full of fire, vigour, and fpirit as tenyears 
ago j even in his exterior this lapfe of time 
has made no material alteration ; the Cafta- 
lian fpring appears for him the true Fontaine 
de Jouvence. 

The librarian of Wernicherode, BenzI^r, 
is at prefent here* You know him as an 
author, from h»S German Dionyfius of Ha- 
Ikarnaflus, which we dnceread together : 
he has alfo acquired a Inpi-efiaradtef as a 
trariiilator, from his abridgment OftbeSlpec- 
tator. Our fcciety is befides enriched by 
the company of Klamer Schmidt, whom I 
highly value for his excellent chara&er and 
n indexible 
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inflexible honefty. - He read me feveral of 
his manufcript poems j in one of which, in- 
titled “ Klamers Rejling-ptace ,” like Geff- 
ner in his “ Wijh” he has Sketched the 
moft charming idea that can be conceived 
of domeftic happinefs: this is farfuperior 
to any thing he has published. 

He accompanied us to Spiegelbergen. 
The man who formed this beautiful place, 
the deceafed dean of the Cathedral of Spie- 
gel, is by his own defire buried amid the 
ihade of a grove, by the planting of which 
he transformed a defolate and barren fpot 
into an abode of delight, calculated for the 
trbe enjoyment of nature. ; His coffin is 
depofited in a circular temple, with latticed 
iron doors j where every year, on the twen- 
ty-fecond of May, Spiegefs <obfequies arc 
performed. After attending* a piece offo- 
lemn mufic inyjhfe' K: Cetfc(8f|jral, altnjoft the 
■ whple towi^^pPlp i%i^elbergen j dirges' 
the edfe^which, as well 
girls 

' 'yitfh ,'yrrei^hs. ,: :of fbd&irr; r ^i*annivetf*ry 

' ' ■** 1 Tbt 

, ; '."'V i\ \\* ■ f ^ 

On 
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Oa a hillock in this garden, planted with 
fhrubs, Hands the ftatue of Madame Karfcb, 
with the infcription “ The German Sappho." 
This is, as far as I know, the only ftatue to 
a poetefs, in Germany., 

Gleim has a room in his hottfe which he 
calls his Temple of the Mufes, and of F riend- 
ihip, It is decorated with a tnoft intereft- 
ing collection of portraits of German lite- 
rati, poets,, and artifts, , all nearly of the 
lame fize, .and valuable from the excellent 
manner in which they are executed ; they; 
are, memorials of the venerable old man s 
friendly or literary connexion with the 
original. Our friend , Muller makes one 
among them. : , 

I contemplated with religious veneration, 
the holy reliques of Frederick the Great in 
Gleim s pofleffion. Thefe are-, the hat which 
this greateft of a^ mortals, fince the heroes 
of Greece and v^|^,.the morn- 

ing before his de^h^ and i|i^|§ver embroi- 
dered fc*$, with|y?hich he was girt diu^ngthe 
wh J,P*§ war* ai^which h* 
always ^^^t s *p(4^einpnd of that, 
j 1 2 celebrated 
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celebrated period, for the hat, Gieim is 
indebted to the attention of Duke Frederick 
Auguftus of Brunfwick, to whom he ob- 
ferved once, as they came out together from 
an interview with the great King, in the 
year 1785, M His Majefty had oil indeed a 
“ very old hat, but it would be a moft ho- 
“ nqurable memorial of his toafter, could 
“ the Pruffian grenadier but obtain it*.” 
The Duke promifed the Poet the accom- 
plifhhient . of his wilh, and at Frederick’s 
deceafe kept his word. 

I Went yefterday with Kopken to the 
caftle ofWernigerode, two miles from Hal- 
berftadt, celebrated for its romantic flota- 
tion. Here I became acquainted with the 

* Gieim was a grenadier in the King of Pruffia’s fer- 
rite, and among other pbeticalworks'has written '*'* 

, “iSsag- a <3wm4itn” Hfc was probably; the per&n who 
o|eej when be was ujxmduty as a. cf ntincl, wasfa. intent 
on reading Horacc,£*bat he neglected to prefeht arms to 
die ififcfc as 6#'i|the' palace. ' ‘F rpdferldk 

wa&arihft atfueh^teeachiWnnlttary 

ii3 t * 

warmth j but on cramming it, and finding what it was, 

ic ' to' 

'kinlZ- ' ... ■ »V\V’ ; happy 
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happy and vefpe&able family of the reigning 
Count. We were fortunate that this hap- 
pened to be the birth-day of the fecond 
young Countels, flnce, by that means we 
were prefent at, one of their family 
anniverfaries. The hilarity of this fefti- 
val was of that enchanting kind which, 
as Wieland fays,, all the gold of Aurengzehe 
could not pnrchafe. After dinner we re- 
paired to a neighbouring ,, grove of beech, 
where a rural altar was railed, the defigna- 
tion of which was pointed out by t|j,e -£q^> 
lowing infcription. ** Sifterly affe&ipn, and 
“ faithful friehdlhip, confeerate thisaltar to 
<e Maria Stolberg.”,- . ' 

When every thing was ; prepared, the 
queen of the feaft was conduced by her 
mother, under pretence of taking a walk, 
to the place where the company were af- 
fembled. A fmall orch^Otra, divided by 
hanging boughs, and umder^pod, from the 
plot where flood the altislp^feted her with 
an affe&ing piece of mufic, after whifih the 
three ^ft^rs fung alternately a fong parodied 
by Kiamer Schmidt from one of Klop- 
- 1 1 $ flock’s. 
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Rock’s. The Counteffes Anna and Louifa 
began : 


Sweet maiden, bring from vonder grove 
A wreath of choiceft fwccts entwin’d. 

Tint we this favour'd pledge oi love 
May round the dear one’s temples bind,. 

To this the Countefs Frederica leplicd ; 

The wieatb I bring ft om \onder gro\r, 

I ot, nh r 1 know th a dtar cnt\ mind ; 

She well defeivcs this pic ge love 
Should icund her tempks be entwin’d. 

At the laft flrophc, which began, 

^ The choia.fi. flowcis wc hither hrii p. 

Which M..y puti»ioith to d v Jv tiic spring, 

the fillers placed the garland on the head 
of their Maria, then led her to the altar, 
where it was depolited as an offering, after 
which fhe was embraced by her parents, her 
brothers, and her fifters, with leafs of trans- 
port. N , • 

The compatay'tben adjourned to Auguf- 
tenl^us, a fort of hermitage under tall 
limes } but hure Kbpken and myfelf, to our 
great regret, could not ftay long, as wc were 
13 reminded 
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reminded by the approach of evening that 
we muft return to Haiberftadt. 

There is fomething peculiar in the coun- 
try about Wernigerode; froin .the ftriking 
contrail between that extenfxve plain, and 
the neighbouring mountains of Hartz, 
where the Brocken rifes above the fur- 
rounding hills, in the fame proportion as 
Montblanc towers above its fubjed chain of 
Alps. The profped from the walk on the 
rampart which encompafles the caftle, 
would be one of the moft charming in the 
world were it not for the total $a'nt of 
water. The fummit of the BrOcken is 
about as far from Wernigerode as the Dole 
from Copet or Nion. The afeent of 'this 
hill is unattended with difficulties or dangers, 
and on a fide hill, called Henry’s Mountain, 
there is a tolerably good inn. 


I I 4 
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Worlitz, fyt»y tmh, ijrw 

I f any place on earth appears to trans- 
form the fabled elyfiujn of the ancients 
into reality, U M thesardensof Worlitz. 
jfcre a mind endi^d with the trueft ideas 
of dignity, and early initiated into the myf- 
teries of real beaiity, inviolably faithful tp 
f^itur^, has created, a circle of charm?,, 
iyhic)^'|fecfrdip§ to my opinion, bearsthe 
fame tanh pf in t^e art of gar- 

dening as GefnerV'f Pirft Navigator ” 
$mopg poetti?* Gluck S Armda amonj^ 
tnnhcal competitions, .. Qnido’s, Ao r <$* 
atedng paintings, 'jtyt 9**^; 

among ftatues, and the terapiO|Of, the. Jplii 

at Nifines amon Ag %% r 
Every one/^BId-pf^re tafteand cot-; 
^faiDg/poin ’failing on th$ r lake or 


IK. 
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of the relative impreffion they make on 
the mind with what arc called works of art. 

I never leave thefe gardens, which I faw 
for the firft time in the year 1778, and have 
fmce often re-vifited, without experiencing 
that delicious compofure of mind which, 
according to Horace, 

** Sooths with foft failles the bitter ills of life.** 

This kind of tranquillity is indeed the 
mother of genuine philofopby, a feeling 
wlych cannot be too ftrongly cheriflied, and 
I was pleafed to find that what I had for- 
merly fdt as a youth, 1 felt again to-day, 
even in a much more ardent and lively de- 
gree as a man. Never by any work in 
mufic or painting hay ( e I found my mind 
foioftened, and, if I may ufe the expref- 
fion, fo tranfported into an enchanted ex- 
igence, as this morning on vifiting thefe 
truly landfcape feenes — feedes which may, 
without hesitation, be pronounced fingle in 
their kind. ' 

With the gardertfe of Worlitz a new 
epoch* in the art of laying out grounds has 
commenced, which well deferves to have.a 

clafs 
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elafs formed on purpofe for it in the c iu- 
logue of fcience. With as little piopriety 
might “ Oberoti” be i'aid to be modelled 
lrom Ariofto, or the “ Gass von Jlcrhchin- 
“ gen *” after a play of Shakefpcarc’s, as> 
thefe might be laid to be modelled after 
Other Englifli gardens, as it is the f«(hiou to 
call them. This very name indeed mani- 
lefts in the ftrongeft degree the llavifh fpirit 
of imitation which pervades my country- 
men, that they even call after other nations, 
works* the originality of which cannot^ be 
miftaken by any unprejudiced eye. liirfch- 
feld’s dry eflay upon Wbrlitz in his “ Theory 
“ of Gardening f is fcarcely worth men- 
tioning, and he reminds me, by his man- 
ner of treating the ftybje£l,of the hypochon- 
driac Situ Hu’s vifit to the Venus de Me- 
dici,. j but die defeription given by Auguf- 
tns Rode, who tranfUted Apulejus with fo 
much tafle, unites accuracy with a thorough 

* I’arttalKjuSl^'f'lfjrodulions «Sf one’s native Country 
it always »n tame-dcgiee p\< ulable ; but while our Ger- 
a’lihot (rank to conli le? it as a degradation of Goa 
von perl.ctvngen to cad it an imitation of Sbakefyeaie* 
in Eng'ifhmah will rather eonfider the latter is degiadrd 
bjr tW <onij^»r(fon. T. 

’ know- 
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.knowledge of his fubj|£t, and renders any 
other fuperfluous. 

On the mention of Auguftus Rode I 
muft not omit to fay, that we are. ihortly 
to expe£t frota him a German Vitruvius. 
Notwithftanding the many difficulties at- 
tending. this undertaking, which are fo 
great, that the: moft vigorous among our 
translators have hitherto fhrunk from en- 
countering the tafk, yet Rode’s ultimate 
fuccefs in it will not admit of a doubt. , He 
poffefles peculiar advantages forfucb a work*, 
from living in the neighbourhood Of the heft 
informed architect of our days, Erdtoannf- 
dorf., Two m-onu ments worthy the diftin- 
guilhed talents of this man, may be feen in 
the Prince Si country- houfe and the elegant 
little pavilion at JLuilium, where the reign- 
ing Prjncefs ulually fpends the, fp ring. 

«-> The fame art which the Prince of Deffau 
poflefles in fuch ap e^iioj^p|gree iti laying 
■out ’grounds, and. which. carried fo 
happily into- pra&ice at W o«i^ r i%e|s,tieiiid- 
ed # fltnoft every pa i& Of his territory; add 
frbm'^^.pcothtnph- fichh^-pf fria 'idea^, - 
and his valuable talent ■ of catching the 

' exa& 
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cxaSt medium between doing too little and 
too much, every fpot that has fallen under 

h'is hands bears a driking charaOerof pure 
harmony, xaim dignity, and derated fun- 

■ You have Teen, myiriendf aU' the moft 
intereftiag countries in our quarter of the 
R lobe. In Italy, in France, and in Eng- 
land, you toe plucked every flower of the 
Mime, the beatitifnl, or the ufeful, that lay 
yrhhin the teach ofman ; ytt would you 
feel both dclight and aftanifhment in a tour 

through the principality of Beflau. The . 
light df territory muft ! be peculiarly 
grateful to a heart warmed* by an ardent 
*Hh for the advancement of univerfal hap- 
pinefs and profperity, fmee in every part 
traces of the Roger of humanity are conlpr- 
cnous. A M,-originally little mdebted to 
nature, is now in a high ftate of cuinva- 

* n> •*** flou f *“! 

Ground, ndWjirHifis than ''ornament. T1 

'«*v m *r } * 

•f'^Wand fancy hifttfelf returned; the 
' days bf Ottec«,ai%e «>*• 

tem$ate^¥ fctoidanfce of tempies, monu- 
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merits, and , ftatues, featured about even in 
fields and groves. 

It has been a high gratification to mo 
once again te» this country* where 1 am 
not, a$ in many other parts, perpetually 
reminded of the barbarifm, darknefs, want 
of tafie and inhumanity of the middle ages t 
but, frpm the fpirit of improvement every 
where vifible, fhould rather fancy myfelf 
tran fported into that mbft refined, moll 11- 
luftrious, and moft elegant of all nation 
that ever inhabited our divifion of the earthy 
the name of which will never ceafe ;to be 
remembered with admiration as longes time 
itfelfihall endure. 
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Weimar, May 47th, 1794.. 

A CCENT my fmcere thanks, my friend, 
for your kiud and affectionate letter : 
be affured that I with for our re- union no 
lefs ardently than your felf, and will endeavour 
to accelerate it as much as poffible, From this 
place to the Lake of Conftance I do not fee, 
any probability o£ a cpnfiderable Interruption 
in my. progrefs, and my ftay at Zurich 
will be confined to a fevv days. • Every 
thing attracts me forcibly to that happy 
country, where the golden age appears no 
more a fable, and whence, if the ordering 
of my future fate depended folely on my- 
f ? lf, no power in the wide world fhould ever 
decoy me agaimJ|orae, or the holy reliques 
of ' Athens. -'ci^ ^^ce piied^ - .> 

< On celebrated men, who, 

difappdihted- f»y expeClatitp® jpm 
p^rf«mall|' ac^uajh|e'4; • ^^thim, 
I fl^y'ltp'vil.lplace'w^ei^Qd ; and, 1 confider 
■" i?r V-f' ■ ■ V"’ ■ - the 
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the happinefs of having feen him as one 
of the greateft pleafures of my journey. 
Now I think I hear you afkihg me a thou- 
fand quefticus about yotir favourite author, 
of whom you once faid that every thing 
which had the remotefl relation to him, 
even the colour of his clothes, interefted 
you; and I look forward with heart-felt 
delight, to giving you a detail of all tkefe 
min u the as we fil: together under the (hade 
of the limes &t yottr courttry-feat, or take 
a charming’ ramble' in fame peaceful paf- 
toral vale, far from the fmoke of the town,: 
and tlie follies and calumnies of its inha- 
bitants. ' Much have I to tell you of the 
poet, of whom it has been truly- faid, 
“ That his works begin arid end with the 
“ Graces much of the amiable and attic 
companion of whom I carthot give you i., 
more appropriate defcription than in the 
words of Quintilian : atom ejus 

“ jucunditatejn nulla poteJl t 

“ Ua t utftrmoncm ipfius ipfdgrMiaJl^jje vi- 
** ftili njoreof the excellent 

father fathily, in which light I con- 
template Wieland with the warmeft love 

v and 
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and refpe£t. Happy the man of whom 
one can fey, as of him, that his wife and 
children are the whole world to him! 
Some traits of his domeftic life ftiall be 
given when I fee you. ' 

From a converfation l had with him, upon 
die new edition of his works, which he tell* 
me meets with very great encouragement, 
and which will be one of the fineft fpeci- 
mens of German typography that has yet 
appeared, I learn that ho prefers Agathon 
to all his other writings, and confiders it. 
as the archetype of all that he ever thought 
or wrote* Thofe who have hitherto re- 
garded this romance as a beautiful poifon 
an the moral world, will I hope lay it out 
of their hands with a more favourable imr- 
preflion when they read the dialogue juft 
coble out between Agathon and the wife 
Archytas. The pfychological cbafms which 
at intervals interrupted the, reader in the 
former edi«hp^. jr, am happy to fay ,are 
wholly otnitjte4 in this new one. 

lL.&all endeavour ( to fee a§ piuefi as -pofr 
frale of Wieland during the retpafoder of 
ray ftay here. I have accompanied him 

to 
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to the Vice President Herder’s, to |he 
Duchefs Dowager’s, to Madame von 
K~— : — ’s (with whofe filter you were ac- 
quainted at Heidelberg) to the play, the 
park, and the Belviderei Every minute 
that I am in his company attaches me 
more ftrongly to him, and I fiiali leave Wei- 
mar with the certain and Toothing convic- 
tion, that his kindnefs for me, of which 
he has given the moll unequivocal proofs, 
will continue unaltered and unabated. 

A few years ago, my dear Bonftetten, 
when on a fine May-morning We read the 
Mufarion together, as we travelled from 
Nion to Geneva, you exprefled fo ardent 
a wilh to be per Tonally known to its author, 
that fince this happineTs has fallen to my 
lot, I have wilhed a thoufand times to be 
pofleffed of Oberon’s cloudy, chariot, which 
might tranfport you hither in a few mi- 
nutes. Without fame fuch medium I fear 
your joining us is a thiagdfirdly pofltble 
to be accompli Ihed, fince ybuf pQlitical fitu- 
ati<p will %ot allow of your beihg long 
abfenfr^ilf home, . particularly in this atm 
of peril j- when the vef&l of the Republic 
Kt ■: ; Sjl. 
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is*encompafl"ed on all fides by rocks and 
ihoals which endanger its foundering every 
moment. 

At Herder’s, who has obtained from his 
age, the appellation of the Plato of Ger- 
many, 1 ipent fame hours, to which I ftiall 
often recur .vit 1 - pie* fare. If the Ger- 
mans fhoulU bi.” 1 an altar to humanityj 
Herder’s bull ''upht undoubtedly to be 
placed on its hen.. He is at j .efent em- 
ployed in tran I? tin'* tb. works of fame 
Latin Poet, who wai wh -a) forgotten, 
and is as good as cailee forth from the 
grave, where he had lain from the time 
of the thirty years War. This author he 
places almoft on a parallel with Horace, fo 
grand and noble is his language, fo bold 
are the flights he fears, fo overflowing are 
his thoughts, fb pure the fire by which he 
is animated, fo harmonically are his images 
arranged, fo ftfifeing and impreffive are his 
reflections.; of this refufeitated 

'i&Gkd, : i8 a profound fecret, nor 

<^31 fie give an anfwer to any petition 
'Whiclfc w urged fhaf tough*? lead fo its dif- 
covery, bccaufe he Would firft have the 

poems 
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poems produce the effect he experts, by 
their own innate ftrength without the name 
of the author. Poets, he adds, are mef- 
fengers from the Gods, and we fhoukl 
always leparate them from their writings. 
1 truft I fiiall now hare infpired you with 
iufficient curiofity cn the A bjeffc of this 
phenomenon to make y''” l <.'■ cwvi-y Ar 
its appearance. 

I was yAlertAy ■ rbefa Dowa- 
ger’s evening ; . . '" his lady is de- 

fervedly •; ,s «■ panonefs and judge 

Oj .lie One a* : die company confifurd 
of all the principal literati and artifts of 
Weimar. At thefe parties, cither reading, 
drawing, or mufic, fs introduced after tea ; 
yefterday evening was mufical. 

The portrait of the Du chefs by Angelica 
Kaufmann is one of that artiit’s molt 
finilhed works, and would certainly legiti- 
matize the pretenfions , of any one to im- 
mortalf|y. -• The beauty^ gr$ce, and . har- 
mony of colouring are fo enchanting, that 
w^hout more.; leifure than J have, now, 
and a fifnore • complete knowledge of the 
art, I fhould not dare to attempt comment- 
K E 2 ing 
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ing upon them. The figure is as large as 
life, and is fitting after the Grecian coflume, 
on a feat of an antique form, holding a 
hook in ber hand, on examining which 
one recognises with pleafuie the lettering, 
“ IL. r tier s Liens” In the back ground 
appears the Gollifeum. 

Among the drawings and paintings which 
the Duelled brought fiom Italy, three 
landfcapes by ITacheit pleafed me molt. 
In thele the trees are Li ought to filch per- 
fedion that they m 3 y vay fairly coutcnd 
for pre-eminence with tliofe of the great 
forcfl-paintcr Kuyfdael. A defign of An- 
gelica Kaufmann’s, the fubjedl 01' which is 
takcu from Gothc’s Iphigenia, and a Nea- 
politan view, by an artift hitherto un- 
known to me, of the name of Kniep, are 
alfo among the anofl capital pieces in this 
col!e£tion. 

In fummer the Duchcfs Dowager lives 
at a country-houfe at Tiefurtj the Ilmruns 
through her „ garden, ami adjoining, is a 
wood in which a very plcafant walk has 
bp#* made. Mauy flatues are fcattcred 
Aour, one cf which, a Cupid reaching food 
8 ■ to 
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to a nightingale with his arrow, has the 
following infcription on the pedeftai ; which 
in my opinion yields in elegance to no flower 
in the Greek Anthologia. 

By love, oh, fongllrefe, doubtlefs wert thou nurtur’d ( 

Childiftly food he on bis arrow render’d ; ' 

Thy guiltlefs throat toe bane imbibed in tufting. 

For, ah ! thy notes with love llrike ev?ry bofom. 

The Duchefs has erected a monument 
here to her brother, who in the fervice of 
humanity died a death far more glorious 
than any the field of battle: could have pre- 
fented *. It bears this fimple infcription ; 
“ To the deceafed Leopold 

The park is one of the fineft things to 
be leen at Weimar, It is a, fpot highly 
favoured by Nature, and is laid out in that 
true taftc which commenced its career at 
Worfitz, and the farther progrefs of which 
cannot be too zealoufly promoted. As 

through Roufleaa and Bafedow, canes and 

' : ' irs&Sii*- - 

* He loft his life in e^deavcftiri||j|; to refeue a poor 
family from drowning, who were in $ Situation fodanger- 
01# that no other perfon would attempt going to their 
adRftanOei The Prince, refolved that they flruuld not 
perith without an effort to fave tijem, nobly made that 
effort, but fell a facrtfice to hts humanity. T* 

. k K 3 reals 



LETTER XLV. 


.50 2 

rods are nearly banifhed from fchools and 
nurferies, fo through what Dehlle and 
Hirfchfeld taught, and the Prince of Deffau 
and his fortunate imitators have pra&ifed, 
we may hope that the fhears and the cord 
will in time be entirely banifhed from Ger- 
man gardens. 

The following pafiage in Delille’s Poem 
on Gardening, one of the few books which 
has accompanied me on this journey, feems 
as if it had been drawn up by the genius 
of the country, for the inflrudtion of tbbfe 
who were to lay out the grounds about 
Weimar. - ' 

C’cft peu de charmer Peril, il faut parler au coeur. 
Avez-vous done connu efts rapports invifibles 
Dts corps inanimes et des etres fenfibles ? 

Avez-vous entendu des eaux, des pres, des bois. 

La muette eloquence,et la fecrettc voix ? * 
Rendez-nous c«s effets. . Que <fu riant au fomhre, 
Du noble au gradieux, Ics pafiages fans nombre 
• M’intereilent toujoors, Simple et grand, fort et doux, 
Unifle^ tous Ig^tons pc$r plaire a tous les gouts. 

La, q,ue 'ie>|ia|^yienpe enrichir fa palette j 
Qj»e yitrouble l'e poete ; ' 

,i Qoele iage^-cii'Salme y goute les douceurs, 

•; . L'betfreux fes fouveuirs, le tnalbeureux fes pleurtt. ‘ 

, , '* . •" . k ' V' ‘ 

In .the^year 1783, I fpertt an. afternoon 

with thehoheft, but, alas! too early de- 

ceafed 
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ceafed Mufaus, in a garden without the 
town : at which time he was employed in 
writing his “ Popular Tales.” I then 
acquired fo much love for him, that on 
coming here now I fought his grave not 
lefs anxioufly than Triftram Shandy that 
of the two lovers at Lyons. I found it 
in the church-yard of St. James, where 
an elegantly fimple monument points 
out to the traveller the fpot where the 
good man refts. Under a bull, which is a 
yfery ftrong likenefs of him, ftands an urn 
in a niche, with thefe words inscribed on it: 
“ To the deceafed J. E. Mufaus, ereded in 
“ the year 1787.” . . 

A few fteps from this refts his rela- 
tion in mind, the honeft, and, by all good 
men, much-lamented Bode. 


K K 4 
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' N Orenburg, June i R, *794. 

F rom jfena hither I have travelled al- 
moft without getting out of my car- 
riage, and here therefore I allow myfelf a 
day of reft. Thus you fee, my friend, 
how great is m,y anxiety to find myfelf 
again in that blefled country, whofe hap- 
pinefe, in fpite of the earthquakes and vol- 
canoes which defolate neighbouring na- 
tions, remains unlhaken as hef mountains. 
Scarcely could a native of Switzerland feel 
a ftronger impatience to return into the 
bofom of the Alps, than I, a Hyperborean, 
at the place of #hofe nativity no hills are 
to be feen except thofe raifed for ^building 
windmills. To#: what motive, {hall I 
afcribe this p#{|ot}||e attachment to your 
native land, finee it could not be influ- 
enced by indelible impreffions made 
youth* or by a long abode on the fpot; 

• You 
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You may perhaps recoiled the affe&ing 
incident of the young Otaheitean brought 
to France by Bougainville, who on feeing 
a tree from his own ifland, in the botanic 
garden at Pari?, bnrft into tears, qlafped it 
in his arms, ardently biffed it a hundred 
and a hundred times, arid exclaimed with 
tranfpori, “ That is Otaheite !” Almoft the 
fame cafe was it with me, on a hill be- 
tween Saalfeld and Cobourg, where I found 
the Arnica montaha , the - Gnaphalium dio'icum , 
ant! the Polygonum bijhrta , flowers, which I 
had never till then beheld in bloom ex- 
cepting in Switzerland, and which inftantly 
recalled to my mind fome of the happieft 
feenes of my Alpine Travels. “ That is 
“ Switzerland T” I inwardly exclaimed j 
the earth glowed beneath my feet, and I 
fighed for the wings of the birds as they 
flew by me; 

It was not without difficulty that I re- 
filled the temptations hd-l^offt to prolong 
my flay at Bamberg, the lituatlon of which 
pleafedme, and where I could have been 
introduced to Counfellor Marcus, to whom. 

I was 
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I was recommended by his brother at Wei- 
mar. This fkilful and experienced phy- 
fician has gained himfelf a high degree of 
efteem in the hearts of all true philanthro- 
phifts, by his great attention to the Bam- 
berg infirmary which is now placed under 
his infpe&ion. 

On my arrival here I went immediately 
to Profeflor Sattler’s, a pleafing man, and 
known in the world of letters in more than 
one advantageous point of view, particu- 
larly by the exertions he has made for 
reforming and purifpng the tafte of Nii- 
renberg. * - 

He was fo good -as, to fake me to the 
church of Saint jEgidia to fee Van-Dyke’s 
** ,* faking down .from the Croft f which by 
judges is efteemed the fineib painting in the 
town, in this fublime work,; I was moft 
affe&ed with the harafled weeping of the 
mother, whofe^yesate fixed on the body 
with an in#|^y^|le expreflion of anguifh. 
The little lovely Winged figure who grafps 
the hand of the corpfe, we muft , fuppofe, 
is intended for an angel, but it is much 

more 
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more fuited to Anacreon’s Cupid wounded 
by a bee j it is no lefs fair and charming 
than the God of Love always appeared to 
the imagination of the Teian Poet. If 
ever a figure miffed of its right place, it is 
this. 

I could not poflibly leave the native 
town of Albert Durer, without becoming 
acquainted with fome of his works, though 
as my time was limited I could only fee 
thofe in the fenate-houfe. I admired the 
charming proportions in the figures of 
Adam and Eve, Hand in the fame 
attitudes, under the tree, in which they are 
reprefented in the niiferable ' plates in the 
old Bibles. The folds, fn Saint Paul’s 
mantle, who is painted Handing -near 
Saint Mark, deferve to he carefully ftudied 
by all young artifts. Albert Durer’s own 
portrait, drawn by himfelf, fhould accord- 
ing to report be a ftrong- dikenefs ; it is a 
true German countenane##4i of manlinds 
and hortefty. ^ * 1 - . 

' That Albert Durer was alfo a writer, 
is perhaps hot known to you, becaufe his 

works 
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works are fallen into negled, like many 
others of that remarkable period which was 
ornamented with the names of Ulric of 
Hutten and Pirkh aimer. His book on 
w Human Proportions awl Portrait-painting" 
now become extremely fcarce, well dclerves 
to be re-printed, and introduced into 
more general circulation. It is a fhame to 
Germany that works of fo much merit are 
fuffered to moulder away and fink into ob- 
livion, with as much indifference as Monks* 
homilies or feholaftic ravings. 

Albert Durer didlbot die in the year 
1527 as the author of the characters of 
German poets and profe-writers has Hated, 
hut in the following year. 

At the inn I met with a defcription of 
the town of Nurenherg in doggrel rhyme, 
written by a tanner of the place, who enu- 
merates with great accuracy all the gates, 
towers, wells, Hreets, and fquares. He 
alfo mentions liw^the following verfes the 
Blumtnorden on the Pegniz * which was 
; " , inftituted 

ft* The B/utnenorden, or Order of Flowers^ was a fociety 
orated at Nurenberg about tbc middle of the laft century, 

1 Whbfe 
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inft'ituted by Harfdorfer and was formerly 
in fo great repute. 

Ein Flufs flieflt durch die ftadt mi#eil 
Und theilt fie in zwei gleiche tbeil; 

Die Pegniz wird der Flufs genannt 
Sein Blumertorden ift bekannt. 

A river runs rapidly through the town’ 

And divides it into two equal parts. 

This river is called the Pegniz, 

Its Order of Flowers is well known. 


whole objciSf was the cultivation and correftihn of the 
German language, which that time, was in a very 
barbarous and unpolifhed (late; moft books of auy note 
publilhed in Germany, being in the Latin tongue, while 
the language ufed inconverfation was a jargon half French 
half German-. But though this fociety confilfed of many 
eminent characters, yet their laudable cndeavburs had 
very little effeCt, as the nation at large had not then at- 
tained a fufficient degree of refinement, to be fenfiblc of 
the want of a rich and puiified national language. The 
poems of this fociety are < rincipal'ly' worthy of attention 
from the objeCt they had in view, and as a literary cu- 
riofity to the patriotic German. ;.-<It is remarkable that 
what was attempted in Vain^-by^ this fociety, was 
afterwards effe&ed through the contempt (hewn by 
Frederick the Great for,, the German language, which 
piqued the fenfe of national honour, and ultimately 
brought about the reformation wanted. T. 

. > - From 
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From this fpecimen you will fee that the 
fpirit of the worthy Hans Sachs is not 
wholly loft {rom Niirenburg, and that the 
Minftrel fongs formerly fo flourifliing ftill 
continue now and then to put forth a ten- 
der {hoot. 
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Bern, June 30th, 1794. 
*r have been now for fome weeks, my 
**■ dear Salis, re-united to Bonftetten, 
after an excurfion through Germany and 
Denmark, and I am at prefent at his villa, 
which lies on a gentle eminence juft out 
of the town.. Here is indeed to be feen 
the rich and grand landfcape which Aberli 
has fo happily defcribed in his paper in- 
titled, “ La Ville de Berne du Cote du 
« Nurd? 

Although you never heard from me dur- 
ing my journey, yet I often thought of you 
with the moift cordial frtepdftiip, and an- 
fwered with true delight the numerous 
queftions relative to your anions and man- 
ners put to me by variqUS perfons of ta- 
lent, to whom your poems have rendered 
yoii an object of efteem and attention. 
From this you will infer, that your Mufe 
has many admirers in Germany, and who- 
ever 



5ia LETTER XLVII. 

ever is her admirer, cannot fail to be yours 
alfo. 

Klopftock falutes you warmly — Wieland 
inquired after you as of a fon living in a 
foreign land — the countenance . of the 
good old Ebert gliftened with joy when I 
told him that fate had granted you the 
accomplilhment of your “ Lojl Wijh — 
The debilitated Burger’s dim eyes fparklcd 
at the light of your' picture on nay bos — 
and Vofs charged me . to beg of you in his 
name, not to let the Mufe which animated 
you on the banks of the Seine, and even 
in Flanders* fiumber in Rhoetia. . 

None of your poems appear to me to 
have excited fo much general feeling as 
“ Companion** I have heard many paf- 
fages of it repeated* by various perfons and 
in various places. Let this be a conftant 
fpur to you to aim at ,a higher degree of 
excellence. w Sirig while every thing is 
w green and Souri thing, around you, the 
“ days of fpriug fire, but 

As Bonftetten has for fame time been 
more vilited than ever by foreigners, par- 
ticularly by emigrants, the number of 

whom 
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whom is conftantly increafing throughout 
Switzerland in general, but more especially 
in the canton of Bern, we determined on 
taking a little pedeftrian tour, that we 
might get a few days ’ entirely to each 
other. The fummit of Stockhorn, not far. 
from Thun, , was fixed upon as the boundary 
of our wandering. 

The weft-fide of this remarkable hill, is 
like a cupola vertically cut through, and 
contrafts ftrikingly with the neighbouring 
Sharp- pointed pyramid of Niefen. The 
opinion of an intelligent peafant of that 
country, whom we confolted ffpon the beft 
way of approaching Stockhorn, determined 
us to afcend this “ Martial Hill” as he 
called it, on the fide of Blumenftein. 

In confequehce of this arrangement, we 
Hopped at the well-known, bath-houfe at 
Blumenftein which 'ties at the foot of Stock- 
horn on a meadowy plain, and thete took 
up our night- quarters. < 

The rifing fun found us Already at break- 
faft in a room open to the air, where we 
fat reading Horace, when we were inter- 
rupted in our Studied by two courteous 
l l female 
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female pcafants, who brought us nofegays 
and begged permiflion to fallen them into ' 
oyr hats, for which they were prepared 
with a needle and thread. We were much 
delighted with this Arcadian tribute, nor 
muft I omit to mention that the girls re- 
fufed a*prefent of money which we would 
have made them, and even appeared hurt 
at the offer. 

Thus ornamented, we purfued our walk, 
accompanied by a lively active guide. The 
firft thing that attracted our notice, was 
a cafcade near the church belonging to the 
village of Blumenftein, at the diftance of 
about a quarter of an hour from the bath- 
houfe. As far as I know, this cafcade has 
never been mentioned in any travels, al- 
though it is of confxderable height, has a 
large body of ^vater, and is in a fituation 
which gives a particular richnefs to its ap- 
pearance. 

The road then wound up through the 
melancholy ihade of the dark Tannen to 
the Alpine plain, which encompaffes the 
fummit of Stockhora. Over us hung a 
range of clouds which appeared as if fatt- 
ened 
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tened around the hil! : “ And our way lies 
** through thofe clouds ?’* afked Bonftetten 
of the guide ; a truly mythological quef" 
tion, which might have been fuppcifed to 
be borrowed from a mythological tale; yet 
in the place where it was put, not ill-fuited 
to the mouth even of the fimpleft (hepherd. 

We might be about three hours in af- 
ccnding. As we faw the fOrefts below our 
feet, and trod the thick elaftic turf of the 
high hilly regions, Sennhiitten lay fcattcred 
around, and near and diftant herd- bells 
united in harmonious peals* We purfued 
our way over a final! path refembling a 
bridge, on the left fide of which opened a 
frightful abyfs, till we came to an. almoft 
perpendicular turf Hope, certainly above an 
hundred feet high. This we climbed up, 
not without toil and danger, by the con-i 
ftant help of ouir hands, while our guide 
entertained us with the ftory of a young 
man of Thun, who forne years ago fell 
from this turf- wall, on which we hovered 
between Heaven and the precipice, and 
was dalhed to pieces below; Mot e happy 
than him, we arrived Tafe at the bafe of 
x. i* 2 the 
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the rocky fummxtv properly called Stock- 
horn, which from its peculiar form is a 
very ftriking objeCt throughout the fur- 
rounding country. 

We now faw with extreme diflatisfac- 
tion, as we were l'o near the end of our 
journey, clouds collecting from all parts, 
which menaced to throw a veil over the 
magic painting towards the fight, of which 
we were pulhing forwards full of eager ex- 
pectation. We did however reach the 
fummit before every objeCt below was 
fhrouded from our view, for the chain of 
hills towards Grindclwald was yet unveiled, 
and this was fortunately the very part of 
the profpeCt which I could with leaft pa- 
tience have refigned. But the fcene was 
foon changed j the clouds gathered about 
in ftili increafmg mafies, and at laft united 
together on all fides in an interminable fea, 
whofe grey furface was only broken at 
intervals by tops of bills looking like iflands. 
Still, at times, amid the fluctuations of this 
vaft maf3, we caught a fight now of the 
town of Thun, then of a part of the Lake, 
then of a curve of the Aar, then of fnowy 
14 fummits 
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fummits or groups of rocks, then of forefts 
and villages, in truly magical tranlitions. 
In this manner was the view from Stock- 
horn, one Of the moft charming and ex- 
ten live in Switzerland, mealured out to us 
only in broken fragments; yet the per- 
petual variations in thefe cloudy i'cenes, 
produced fitch a fucceffion of uncommon 
and interefting imagery, that at laft we 
thought no more of our difappointment 
with regard to the object which had prin- 
cipally attracted us thither, but refigned 
ourfelves wholly to the enchantment of the 
feene before us; and at length, without 
uttering a fingle murmur againft the cloud- 
colledor Jove, defeended again to a Sean - 
contented and happy, as if we had 
been Handing with Brydone on the fummit 
of Etna. Here a venerable herdfman en- 
tertained us with true patriarchal hofpita- 
lity, giving us liberally of the produdions 
of his dairy, and faying as he fhook a hand 
of each with the utmoft heartinefs and 
linearity, »* ** Kommetfufm On this it is 


* That is, Come and drink." 

LL 3 


to 
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to be remarked, that according to the mode 
of expreflicri ufed by the paftoral people 
of thefe bills, men faufen , while, on the 
contt ary, cattle trinken* . 

Ftom Blumenftcin. to the fummit of 
Stockhorn, I wa8 rejoiced at feeing a 
great abundance of plants, moll of which 
awakened in me fome pleafmg recoile&icn 
relative to my former mountain travels. 
The following I particularly remarked. 

Itnpaticns noli tangere ; Pedicularis ver- 
ticilla* a ; Valeriana tripteris ; C tcalia Ab 
pina ; Aichcmiila Alpina ; Prenanthes pur- 
purea ; Vicia fylvatica; Thymus Alpinus; 
Pimpinella faxifraga ; Aftrantia major; 
Leontodon auretun; Phell.mdrium mutel- 
fina ; Rhododendron ferrugineum ; Rhodo- 
dendron hiifutum ; Phyteuma orbicularis; 
Pianthus fuperjpus ; Cnicus fpinofiflimus j 
Polygonum riviparum ; Sonchos Alpinus ; 
Aconitum napellus; Aconitum lyeodtonum; 

♦ Stjuf'fu which the gpod hcrdfmnn in hh Swifs dialect 
p^onuince^/a/I/; means* a* her to tipple or guzzle than Amply 
4 rwk* and in polijhed Germail is never ' applied to 
mankind, oniy to cattle, &c. whereas trinken is the term 
applied to man. T* 

Trollius 
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Trollius europams ; Campanula barln'.a j 
After alpinus ; Satyrinm nigrum ; Grepis 
Alpina; fiupleurum ranunculbides; Achillea 
atrata ; Tuflilago alpina ; Centaurca mon- 
tana j Arnica feorpioides ; Car duns deflo- 
ratus ; Globularia nudicaulis ; Gentiana 
acaulis j Myagrum faxatile ; Aftragalus 
onobrychis ; Androface latlea ; Silene 
acaulis. 

Towards evening we left the hofpitabje 
paftorai hut, and followed a very good 
herd road to the eaft fide of Stockhorn, 
which carried us down to the Siben, or 
Sirnmen valley, where we refted from our 
arduous day’s work at Erlenbach, a village 
well known for its great market for horfes. 

On the following day we purfued our 
journey on foot to Thun, through a 
part of the Simmen vale 4 which extends 
from the borders of the Valais to the Lake 
of Thun, and through which flows the 
Siben or Simme. Thence we proceeded 
to Bern, which we reached in lefs than two 
hours, along the rufhing Aar, in what is 
called the Calf-fleet. This whimfical name 
l l 4 is 
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is given to fome pretty large flat-bottomed 
boats, that go twice a week from Thun to 
Bern, the principal, part of the lading of 
which is commonly calves. 

From the rr mantle views on the banks 
of the Aar, this navigation would have 
been extremely pleafant, had it not un- 
luckily happened, that fcarcely half an 
hour after we embarked, we were overtaken 
by a violent tempeft. Juft at the moment 
when the rain fell with the greateft vio- 
lence, and the thunder rolled with the moil 
tremendous crafli diredtly over our heads, 
our calamities were djoubled by the veflel 
running aground. The ftorm roared, the 
billows rofc high, and beat furioufly againft 
the thin planks of the flightly conftru&ed 
barks, the lightning flafhed awfully around 
us, the dark firs oh the fhore creaked as 
they were rockeS by the furious elements, 
the mariners with their poles and oars ran 
pgainft each other in the wildeft diforder, 
?md at length the beafts" which had hitherto 
Jain quietly in the bottom of the boat, by 
the fide of each other, feemed to become 

fenfible 
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fenfible of the danger, and with out- 
ftretched necks uttered the moft doleful 
cries of mifery. 

From this date of peril we were at lafi: 
refeued by the united ftrength of fome 
Herculean butchers’ fervants, who fprang 
into the water, and pufhed the vefiel off 
the fhoal, when we proceeded forwards and 
at laft landed fafe, although dripping as 
if we had fwam from a lhipwreck, under 
the high terrace of the Minder, of Bern. 

- — -me tabula facer , 

Votiva paries indicat uvida 
Sufpendijfe potenti 
Vejlimenta mans dec * 

Since my return Bonlfetten and I have 
alfo made an e^curfion to Saint Peter’s 
Bland in the Lake of Biel. This charming 
little fpot,. richly blefied with all that can 
fupply the principal neceflaries of life, ap- 
pears deftined by nature for the abode of 
thofe who place their greateft happinefa in 
the enjoyment of rural quiet, and uncon- 
trolled leifure for the improvement of the 
mind# I now fully conceive $rby the un- 
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happy RoulFeau felt fuch keen fenfations of 
regret, that even here, where according to 
his own aflertion, he could have lived a 
century without being wearied, he could 
find no reding place ; nor am I furprifed 
that among all the places whither his reft- 
lefs fate condemned him to wander, this 
fhould continue to the lad moment of his 
life to be the foot to which he clung with 
the moil: anxious longing. 

How deeply were we a fie fl:ed with read- 
ing this moil interfiling writer’s defeription 
of St. Peter’s ifland, on that very fpot. 
What a melancholy delight did we feel in 
following his footfteps from the room he in- 
habited, ,to the orchard, where, with his 
bag girt round him, he often gathered fruit 
in company with his honed domeftics : 
then to the hills, .the meads, and the groves, 
where fird, with Linnaeus in his hands, he 
ftudied the didin&ion of the genus of 
plants, till we came to the very fpot on the 
Ihore, where on a fine evening he would 
ftretch hlrnfelf, contented anti happy, with 
his eyes fixa|on the flood, in the fweet calm 
of felf-forg^fu^nefs. 


Here 



LETTER XLVII. 543 

Here the Brunelle, one of the lovelieft of 
pl-mts, appeared to me with a ftronger in- 
terell than the Dionsea or Adanfonia, becaufe 
it brought to my mind Roufleau’s tranfports 
on difeovering the two tendrils by which 
the down of this flower is feparated from 
its fpike. So great was his ocftafy, that, as 
if by a draught of the waters of Lethe, he 
feemed inft.nuly to lofe the recoliedtion of 
paft troubles, and to every peribn he after- 
wards met, he conftantly put the rjueftion, 
as the ftandard by which be njeafured their 
happinefs, if they had ever feen the tendrils 
of the Brunelle. Of all the fcencs of this 
great man’s life, I know of none at which 
I more earneftly wlfh to have been prefent 
than this, % 

But even this blifs, worthy of the golden 
age, was foon after chafed away by another 
ftorm, and in a fliort time we again hear 
the complaints of an opprefled heart ftrug- 
glingagainft want andadverfity. “ Scarcely,” 
fays he, ** in our happieft days is one mo- 
“ ment to be found in which we can fay 
with fincerity, ‘ / wi/Jj the prefent 
to lajl for ever }’ and how can a fugitive 

** Rate 
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“ ftate in which the heart is always fubjeft 
“ to dreadful uneafmefs, or to fcarcely Iefs 
“ irkfome vacancy, in wliich we conftajitly 
“ find fomething to defire or to regret, be 
“ called a ftate of happinefs r” 


END OF THE SECOND PART. 
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STANZAS to the Lake of Geneva* 

file ierrarum tniht prater omnes 

Sin gul us ridel * I~IoRAC£. 

Ou Leman ! on whofe bled and fmiling Chore® 

In vintner’s coc, as in proud marble hall. 

Fair plenty pours around her ample (lores. 

While Freedom’s joyful hymns refound from alh 

Since in the mirror of thy wave beneath, 
Montblanc’s reflected form I firft beheld. 

Still ivied peace has deign’d my brow t’enwreath* 
Still mildeft tranfports have my bofom f weird/ 

Where Bonnet — ah, too foon has'Death’s cold hand 
Snatch’d rudely from this earth th’iiluftrious fage !- 
Would oft before my raptur’d eyes expand 
The choiceft flowers of truth’s immortal page. 

Exclaiming, as they feem’d his bread t’infpire 
With ardour that *bove mortal feelings rofe. 

Bled is that heart where pure as Veda’s fire 
A firm belief in life eternal glows ! , 


Where 
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Where Agathon * the Mules’, Graces’ pride. 

The palace’s delight, the peafant’s (lay, 

-—E’en hence to dillant Jura's (baggy fide— 

In warmeft frit ndflnp clalpht me as his Grayf. 

Where oft alone on yonder rugged (horc, 

’Gainft whofo rude cliffs the ruffling billows foam % 

Abforb’d in Xenophon’s and Plato’s lore, 

I feem’d as on Ilyffus X banks to roam. 

Where Hill devoted, Nature, to thy charms. 

On them I hung as bees upoil a flower 5 

Inhal’d their fweets, remote from fierce alarms, 

And torments, which the worldling’s bread; devour 

Then Leman, oft my thoughts would backward rove 
To days long pad, when on thy banks were found 

No fmiling mead*, 110 lawn, no cultur’d grove. 

But wattes alone encompafs'd thee around* 

And where it now Geneva’s ramparts laves, 

— As oft I fee by evening’s fober light — 

The Rhodan $ onward roll’d its mournful waves 
Through groves where reign’d the gloom of endldr 
night. 

Thofe grander founds that fill the defer! (here* 

Then round thy banks alone were heard, oh lake? 

The yell of beafts, the thunder’s stwful roar. 

And rulhing winds, that mightiett forefts {hake. 

•f See Note If. 

5 See Note IV. 

N© 


* See Notrl. 
% See Note III* 
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No fong of mirth the vintner’s toils to cheer. 

No fhepherd’s flute, no harveft jubilee, 

No mellow horn to charm th’attentive ear. 

Then with fweet founds, mild eve, faluted thee. 

No dance, byfofteft moonlhinc on the. green *, 

No fcaft of joy before Toll’s honoured fhrine, 

No lovers’ walk in fpringy groves ferene, 

Withvi'lets, purpled, Attica, as thine f. 

’Twas filence all, fave when the wand’ring bcaf, 

His cavern quitting, round the defert pac’d, 

Or the wild ox forfaking his rough lair, 

The barren plain with ruder gambols trac’J. 

As {hedstlie moon lier doubtful troubled beams 
O’er the fcorch’d reliques of a world confum’d. 

So round thefe waftes Ihe {hone with mournful gleams. 
As when to “ dim eclipfe” her rays are doom’d. 

Then, far as Leman’s flood its waters roll’d, 

The Lord from out this chaos of old night, 

Call’d forth this Paradife its cbarnjs t’unfold. 

With fofteft fmiles, with pomp fublimeft dight. 

This far-fam’d fpbt, which now, like Tempo’s land, 
Boafts every charm within creation’s bound } 

This mailer-produce of its Maker’s hand, 

With beauty, as with funlhine, compafs’d round. 

* See Note V. ' f See Note VI. ? See Note VII. 

Where 
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Where he, around whofe rfacrcd funeral urn. 

Its faired wreath a noble female twin’d*, 

Ifede us in Julie’s magic circle learn, 

What heights may be attain’d by mortal mind. 

Through him* oh peaceful Clarens ! fliall thy name 
For ever Itvt on 'lime’s immortal page ; ^ 

Tin Ough him IjbafJ, ruggSd Meilterie, thy fame 
Recorded ibtnd to many a diftant age. 

On thofc proud rocks which ruin’s felf-difdain, 
Inwhofe deep wohib no^Wihght fever flionc, 

Ilis Julie 10ft, with more tlijnf* Sappho's pain. 

Than Orpheus' tears the eiile wept unknown. 

Oft on their fummits, where the eagle foars, » 
Though gathering clouds portentous afpefts wear, 
The pilgrim ftill, while down the torrent pours. 
Delighted fecks to wander with his fairi 

V ♦ 

And could I e'en with Haller’s feienee fir’d. 

With Claude's bold genius f, or with Geflner's eye. 
Or motv, with Anfon’s t hero-powers infptr*d^ 

E’en to earth’s Xardie ft borders dauntlefs fly. 

Tel as I wander’d wide creation o’e& 

Ne’er could ray heart, ph lake I ) ^fpfn thee remove, 
Still round thy bank$ in vifion wodld it foar. 

And all a Switzer’s painful longings prove. 

• See Note VlU. f See Note IX# % See NoteX. 

Tis 
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? Tis line at eve, when low the fun recedes 
l\om Kina’s height, to view the gilded fea 

With ilhnd. iheved, Sii-iha^ fahkd meads, 

And thy volcanic {Junes, fierce Strombjli S 

Uut (inn it \] fum nut evening’ tlof', 

From t he high Dole* tld cnchauL d 1 Ac to view, 

A a round her paly D tms im!d Cynthii throws, 

Ami givts the placid l!o« d h.-r Ulv’ry hue* 

’Tis fwcet where water* ru(h in '! iburV* giovc f , 

When the plum’d fonglleis ;n rt to nil i* tir’d. 

Where Fiaccuo would alone by moonlight rove, 

T’ invoke the geniuo who that lmu! inipnW, 

But fwccfr-i flili in Piangin’s | woods divine, 

When Spring frcfli honours o’er th~ir branches 
fp reads. 

To facrificc on Friend fhipN fnered finine. 

And puy her chuircit Lie flings on our heads. 

Tis noble, when to hea\’n with thund’iiug raar 
Vefuvius upward rolls her fiery tide, 

In the i all bark, icund Naples' redden’d fhore, 
liy magic light illum’d, at eve to glide. 

Yet would I rather alkthc boon, oh F uc ! 

When hill and valley in deep twilipht lade, 

The mighty world of ice to contemplate, 

As darken'd by the clear empurpled ih ule. 


u * Sve Note XX . f See Note XIJ. ; See Note XIII, 

m m Oa 
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„ On Hellas** heights thgwand’rcr only fees. 

Though Nature's charms o’erfpjrad each vale, each 
fhore, 

Deep (tamps of dire Oppreffion’s ftcrfr decrees 
Mid monuments of grandeur now no more, 

♦ 

But here Helvetia's happy fate I bail 

Where fertile fields fweet induftry repay; 

Arid feel, that there alone can bliis prevail 
, “\Vhcre reafon, joined with equal rights, hear fway. 

On Seine’s pi oud hanks loud roars the thundering dorm. 
Tor Caihu as a lipri breaks her bands, 

Crulh’d are fell Slavery's towers, while Freedom’s form 
Exwkilig on the mighty rums (lands. 

Round Leman waves the palmy bough of peace, . 

In town and village joy and plenty reign. 

Content, the peafant a(ks no proud incrcafe. 

While concord guards fair freedom's faered fane* 

King of the German rivers art thou, Rhine! 

Where great Mayence, thy chryilal waters lave; 
And circling hills, ^wMre hangs the clutter'd vine. 
Reflected (land in uiy pellucid wave. 

Yet to the Alpine feenes tlry pomp mud bend. 

Where Bonnet’s tow’rs on Genthod’sf fummits life. 
And Leman’s far-fpread crefcent may contend, 

With Orellana Vfdf t for prize, 

<■ ’ ^ 

* Sc^Note XIV, f See Note XT. V j 8« Note XVI. 


A diadem 



appendix. 


53 * 


A diadem by Love’s own finders wove 
Surrounds the genius of \’aucl life's* brows. 
Since Petrarch’ 

■ In fwan-lilte 


s Mufe in her poetic grove 
{trains breathed forth his plaintive 


vows. 


But thou, Divonne’s fpringf, from Fiaccu^’ hand 
Alone the votive tribute would require, 

As rival with BhnduGa’s fount to fUnd, 

And e’en to immortality t* afpire. 


Where through yon copfe I fee the ftreamlet wihd > 

A garden compaffing ail humble «cot, 

With poplars pi£turefquely round entwin’d. 

Would Fate but grant, how bleft were then my lot! 

And there, were Wifdom’s rofes round me ftrewn. 
Would Heaven’s own peace be {till my cherifhed 
gaeft, 

And facred Friendlhip here ere£t her throne. 

At life’s ftill eve to footli my foul to reft : 

No ftorms, no tempefts then my heart could prove, *■ 
No greater blifs could e’er to man be given; 

For there, where Friendftiip, WifdcAn, Nature, Love, 
In folemn union join, alone is Heaven. 

On yonder jutting foreland J, whofe green bafe 
'lire billows gently wafh in gliding by. 

Where Contemplation loves her fteps to trace. 

Mid die dark oaks, by (lumb’ring bones (hall lie. 

• See Note XVII. V See Note XVIII. ’ } See Note XIX; 

, * 
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J^o ornamented {tone, no marble bull, 

No idle vaunts whence Truth with blufhes turns. 
Shall mark where re Its beneath, my mould’ring dull,- 
This%eait fuch empty oftentation fputns. 

The rofe alone, the Poet’s conftant friend, 

Shall o’er the lifekfa clay her fragrance breathe. 
And weeping-willows, as they downward bend, 
Sweep with light whifpers o’er the flood beneath. 

And oft at twilight, as {he fips fweet dews. 

Her friend deceas’d fweet Philomel {ball wail. 
Nor Daphne, {truck with fympathy, refufe 
The tribute of a tear to her fad tale. 

Then Ihall the fliepherds, as they homeward wend. 
Report, that oft by moon-light, mid the trees. 
Soft {trains of mufic on their ears defeend. 

In ftifled founds, as diflant hum of bees. 
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NOTE I. 

t< \ GATHON” Charles von Bonftetten, Baillie of 
Nion, Author of i( Letters on the Pajloral 
ft Parts of Switzerland publiftied at Bade in 1782; 
44 Thoughts on the At ode of Education in the Canton of 
“ Bern,” publifhed at Zurich in 1786 ; and The Her- 
** rnitj an Alpine Tale” Manheim, 1787. 


NOTE II. 

** In warmed friendfhip clafpcd me as his Gray.” 

Bonftetten, in his youth, refided for fome time at 
Cambridge, during which he enjoyed an almoft daily 
intercourse with the Poet Gray, wjio attached himfclf 
to him with great ardour, and foot* became his warmed 
and moft confidential friend. Every one who is ac- 
quainted with Gray’s works, and particularly with his 
immortal « Elegy in a Country Church-yard” will 
doubtlefs read with the deeped intered the following 
reliques of his correspondence with his young friend. 

“ Cambridge, April iatb, 1770. 

“ Never did I fee], my dear Bonftetten, to what a 
tedious length the few fhort moments of our life may 
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be extended by impatience and expe&ation, till you 
bad left me ; nor ever knew before with fo ftrong a 
conviftion how much this frail body fympathizes with 
the inquietude of the mind. I am grown old in the 
compafs of lefs than three Weeks, like the fultan in the 
Turkifh Tales, that did but plunge his head into a 
veflel of water and take it out again, as the ftanders- 
by affirmed, at the command of a Dervifc, and 
found, he had palled many years in captivity, ami 
begot a large family of children. The ftrength and 
fpiri^a that now enable me to write to yon, are only 
owing to your lafl lettcr—a temporary gleam of fun- 
Jhine. Heaven knows when it may fhine again ! 1 did 
not conceive till now, I own, what it was to lofe you, 
nor felt the folitudeand ipfipidity of my own condition 
before I poirefled the happinefs of your friendlhip. 
I muft cite another Greek writer to you, becaufe it 
is much to my purpofc ; he is deferibing the cha- 
racter of a genius truly inclined to philo fop hy. c< It 
« includes/ he fays, iS qualifications rarely united in 
« one fmgle mind, quiefcnefs of appreheufion and a 
*< retentive memory, vivacity and application, gentle- 
riefs aud magnanimity : to thefe he adds an invin- 
«c cible love of truth/ and consequently of probity and 
« juftice. Such sr foul/ continues he, “ will be 
« little inclined tb fenfual pleafurcs, and confequentiy 
«« temperate 5 ’ a ftrangcr to illib^raHty and avarice; 
“being accuftomecl to the moft irirtenfi ve views of 
“ things, and fublimcft contemplations, it will con- 
“ trail an habitual greatnefs, will look down with a 
“ kind of difregard on human life, and on death, coil- 
“ feqqently, will poffcfs the trueft fortitude. Such/* 
fays lie, « the mind borq to gov^# : the reftqf .man** 
“ kind * thefe very endow tncnts, f0 ne^fTary to 

afoul 
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a foul formed for philofophy, are often its ruin, efpe- 
daily when joined to the external acl vantages of wealth, 
nobility, ftrength, and beauty \ that is, if it light on a 
bad foil, and want its proper nurture, which uothing 
but an excellent education can beftow* In this cafe he 
is depraved by the public example, the aflemblies of 
the people, the courts of jultice, the theatres, that in- 
fpire it with falfe opinions, terrify it with falfe infamy, 
or elevate it with falfe applaufe j and remember, that 
extraordinary vices and extraordinary virtues are 
equally, the produce of a vigorous mind: little fouls are 
alike incapable of the one and the other. 

(C if you have ever met with the portrait Ik etched out 
by Plato, you will know it again : for my part, to my 
forrowl have had that h^ppinefs : 1 fee the principal 
features, and I forefee the dangers with a trembling 
anxiety. But enough of this*, I return to your letter. 
It proves at leaft, that in the tliidft of your new gaieties 
I fiill hold feme place in your memory, and, what 
pleafes me above all, it has an air of undiflcmhled 
fmcerity. Go on, my belt and amiable friend, to fiiew 
me your heart limply and without fhe (hadow of dif- 
guife, and leave me to weep over it, as I now do, no 

matter whether from joy or furrow/' 

» 

“ a r r ‘i * 5 ^, 1770, 

, “Alas! how do I every moment feel the truth of what 
I have fomewhere read, “ Ce ncjl pas le voir, que de 
“ s’ en fouveuir ■> ” and yet that remembrance is the only 
fatisfa&ion 1 have left. • My life now is but a perpetual 
' converfatiou with your ftadow— the known found of 
yquV voice ftillrings in my ears-^-there, on the corner 
ot the fender,you are handing, or tinkling on 'the 
. 1 M M 4 * piano- 
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piano-forte, or ft retched at lengthen the fofi. Do 
you reflect, my d care ft; friend, that it 'is a week or 
eight days before I can receive a letter from you, and 
as much more before you cau have my aofwcr j that all 
that timed am employed, with more than Herculean 
toil, in puiliing the te. lions hours along, and wifhing to 
annihilate them ; the move I drive, the heavier they 
move, and the longer they grow* I canrtrt bear this 
place, where IJrayc'fpent many tedious years within 
left than a month fine* c you left me. I am going for a 
few days t6 fee poor N ~— t invited by a letter, where - 
in he mentions you in fuch terms as add to my regard 
for him, and ex puds , my own fentiraents better than 
I ran do ittyfeif. “ X am concerned/* fays he, “.that 
“ I cannot pafs half my life with him ; I never met with 
“ any one who pleafed and fuited me fo well: themi- 
<c racle to me Is, how he comes to be fo little fp oiled, 
“ and the miracle of miracles will be, if he continues 
u fo in the in id ft of every danger and fedu&ion, and 
t( without any advantages but from his own excellent 
“ nature and under Handing, I own I ntn very anxious 
u for him on this account, and perhaps your inquie* 
“ tude may have proceeded from the fame caufe. . I 
“ hope I am to hear when he has paffed that curfed 
<f fca, or will he forget me thus iujvfulam rdegatum ? 
cc If he Ihoujd*. it is out of my power to retaliated 
Surely you have wiuten to him, my dear Bonftettcti, 
or furely you will ! he has moved ipe ittith theft gentle 
and 0mMc expreflions of hi$ kindneft for you ; are 
you untouched by them ? ■ > \ ■ 1 

“ You do me the credit, and falft or true it goes to 
tray he at f, of aftribing to me your loyejor paany vir- 
tues' of the higheft rank. ' Would TO^Igveifit'w^e fo ! 
but they arc indeed the fruits of ypur/oWo nolile and 

genet ous 
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generous underffandiog, which Ikjs hitherto ftrupglrd 
againft • the Jlrcam of cuftom, paffion, and ill- com- 
pany, even when yon were but a child i And will you 
now give way to that ftream when your ftrength is in- 
creased ? Shall the jargon of French Sophifts, the al- 
lurements of painted women commc U faut % or the 
vulgar carefics of proftitutc beauty, the property of all 
who can afford to purchafe it, induce you to give up a 
mind and body by Nature diftinguifhed from all others, 
to folly, idlcneft, difeafe, and vain remorfe ? Have a 
care, my ever amiable friend, of loving wTiat you do 
-not approve. Know me for your mod faithful and moll 
humble dcfpotc.” 

* e Mavnth, 177 V 

iS I am returned, my dear Bonffetten, from the little 
journey I made into Suffolk, without anfwering the 
end propofuh The thought that you might have been 
with me there has embittered all my hours : your 
letter has made me happy, as happy as fo gloomy, fo 
iblitary a being as l am is capable of being mad \ I 
know, and have too often felt the diiadvaatages I lay 
myfclf under, how much I hurt the little in rereft I have 
in you, by this air of fadnefs fo contrary to yotfr na- 
ture an4 prefent enjoyments ; jbift fare you will for- 
give, though you cannot fympathi/e vyith me. It is 
impoflfible for me to diflemble with you; fcch as I am 
I expefe my heart to your view, nor wilh to conceal a , 
(ingle thought from your penetrating eyes. Ail that 
ypu fay to me dpecially on the fubje£l of S witzerland* 
is infinitely acceptable. It feds toopleafing ever robe 
fulfilled, arid v a$ often as Tread over your truly kind 
lettci*J;written loinfg fiuce from London, I flop at thefe 
words : Lp mrt qm^futg&er ms bHs avant qylls 
** faient ent re laces” 
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NOTE III. 

Ilyflus-” A river, or more properly a torrent, 
near Athene, which only flows in rainy fcafons. When 
Chandler was thu e he found its bed dry. 


NOTE IV. 

“ The Rhodan.”— “ In the remotefl. corner of the 
earth, fi om the gates w Inch lead to the dominions 
“ of eternal night, the Rhodan lolls its waves 
through a llorhiy JaU, along the defolate countiy 
“ of the Celtx.”— Apollonuts Rliodius, 


NOTE V. 

«* No dance by fofteft moonfhine on the green.” 

It is acuftom in the l’ays-de-Vaud, and fome of the 
fbuthern provinces of France, for the peafants of the 
villages to a fflmble upon the green in a fine fummer’s 
evening, and unite in fingirtg and dancing. 


NOTE VI. 

“ With vi’lcts purpled, Attica, as thine.” 

The violet was the favourite flower of Athens, and 
was cultivated in great abundance in rnoft parts of At- 
tica. According to Ariftophanes, it Was tb be pnr- 
chaftd, even »n winter, in the markets of Athens. 
Pindar calls this j city “ the violet iatnihtAi* and both 
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painters and ftatuarics, when they would reprefent a 
woman as of rank, ornament her with a garland of 
vio^ts. This preference for thefe flowers originated 
, in the alluiion to their name (top) from the Ionian ori- 
gin of the Athenian?, 

NOTE VII. 

*' Or the wild-ox,” The buffalo. 

NOTE vnr. 

“ Its faired wreath a noble female twin’d.” 

See Letters on the Character and Writings of 
J. J. Rouffeau, by Madame dc Stael, daughter of the 
celebrated Necker. 

NOTE IX. 

“ With Claude’s bold 'genius.” Claude Lorraine* 
properly Claude Gel6e, who was, perhaps, the greateit 
landfcape painter of his own dr of any other time, He 
died at Rome in the year 1682. 0 

NOTE X. 

“ Or more, with Anfon’s hefo-powers infpit’d.” • 

Mr. George Anion, afterwards Lord Anfon, the ce- 
lebrated Britifh naval hero who failed round the 
world between thryears I 740 and 1744. His voyage, 
cue of the moftrcmarfeabte and perilou#.$hat ever was 
*• , , : ' undertaken* 
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undertaken, Is fo well known, that any farther illuftra# 
tlonis unneceffary. 


.NOTE XL 

4i From the high Dole tlx’ enchanted lake to view, 5 * 

«* The higliefl fumniit of Jura is called the Dole ; it 
« commands a view, not only of the Lake of Geneva 
** and its environs, but of the whole of Jura, all which 
might be feen together were the eye capable of 
«V taking to at once fo large an extent of country. The 
<c vail chain of Alps feen from the Dole, including a 
u tra£k of near an hundred leagues, from Dauphine 
4i quite to Mount Saint Gothard, forms a moft magni- 
« ficent fpe&acle. In the midft of this chain, rifes 
44 Montblanc, whofe fndwy fummit towers high above 
** all the reft, and which, even at that diftancc, about 
“ twenty-three leagues, appears of an aftonifhing 
44 height. 

«« On the top of, the Dole is a plain of feme ex- 
4 < tent, covered with a line turf, which forms a beau- 
ts liftii terrace. Here, on the two firft Sundays in 
« Auguft, from tim^ immemorial, the youth of both 
«* fexes from the villages in the Pay s-de- Valid fitiu 
** ated at the fool of the Dole, have annually a (Tern- 
** Jfted/ The lhepherds of. the neighbouring hamlets 
f* referve the delicacies of their dairies for thefe days, 
and againft their arrival prepare all forts of dainties 
** that can he formed from their fimple produce. 

The company, when affeftibled, aroufe themfelves 
,% : ih ;, vajc3(ohS ways * Tome employ themfelyea in a£iive 
; ffpow,: hi dancingi while olhers only lie undrew 
1 pofeuponthe brinks^ the routs* One poittfe with his 
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cf finger to theTpire of his village, notes the orchards 
44 and meadows by which it is furrcundted, ana, in- 
« fpired by thefe obje£ls, traces back the pall events 
« of his life; another, who has been a traveller, dif- 
€t tinguifhes all the furrounding towns, and marks out 
44 the paflage of Mount CetiiS, the road which leads 
44 to Rome : while others exhibit fpecimens of their 
4C courage, by walking at the very edges of the preci- 
44 pices on the fide of the mountain : others, iefsvain 
44 and more gallant, only employ their dexterity in coi- 
44 ledting the flowers which grow about the fteep rocks: 
€ * among thefe arc the Icontopodiutn > remarkable Tor the 
44 cottony down which hangs about it ; the Scncczo AU 
44 pinus , encompaffed with golden rays ; the Alpine 
44 pinky which has the fmell of the lilly j and the 
4i fatyrum mgrum y which exhales the perfume of Va- 
u nilla. Meanwhile the echoes of the neighbouring 
<c mountains refound with fhouts of lively and unre- 
44 {trained joy, the infeparablc companions of fimple 
44 and innocent pleafuris. 

44 But on one of thefe occafions the general mirth 
€t was cruelly interrupted by a mod: tragical accident. 
44 Two youtig people, who had been married that 
t( very morning, came to the fcaft with all their wed' 
44 ding guefis, and that they might enjoy tliemfelves 
44 .more at liberty, went to walk quite at the edge of 
44 the mountain ; here the young woman’s foot Hipped 
44 when the hufhand, in endeavouring to catch her, 
44 and fave her from falling, was drawn after her 
4( down the precipice* where the lives of both were 
44 terminated on this happielt day that either had ever 
“ experienced* A rock* of a reddifh hue, is (hewn, as 
44 having imbibed that tint from being fpripkled with, 
4 * their blood*’ Travels in the Alps, vol. i. 
p.a»7. it- \ » 
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NOTE XII. 

“ *Ti$ fweet where waters rufii in Tibur’s grove.” 

The fall of the Tcverone at Tivoli, known by the 
name of the Cafiattlh. 


NOTE XIII. 

“ Prangin’s woods.*’ A grove near Nion, belong* 
ing to the barony of Prangtn. 


NOTE XIV. 

“ Hellas.” The ancient name of Greece. 


NOTE XV. 

Gehthod.” A village near Geneva, where the 
celebrated Bonnet had a country-feat for many yeais. 
On account of the beauty of its archittflure, and its 
advantageous fituation, on a gentle eminence planted 
with chefnut-trces, it is efteemed one of the moft 
charming among the numerous villas that adorn the 
environs of the Lake of Geneva. 


NOTE XVI. 

“ Orellana.” The famous river of the Amazons In 
South America. 
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• NOTE XVII. 

f«. Vauclufe. ,) — Vauclufe is one of thofe fpots 
« where Nature feems to delight in exhibiting herfel£ 
fit under one of her rnoft Angular forms. In a de- 
* ( lightful plain, refembling the vale of Tempe, there 
« lies on the wcftern fide a little valley, encompaflcd 
« by rocks of a prodigious height, which appear as if 
«« they had been cut perpendicularly down, fo that it 
u is impoflible to afcend them : thefe form a fort of 
horfe-fhoe which enclofes the valley, all but a fmall 
«« entrance ; and it is from this circumftance that its 
w name of Vauclufe [vallis clattfri) originates. At the 
« back of this remarkable valley, within an enormous 
« mafs of rock which feems to menace heaven, is a 
“ vafl cavern hollowed by the hands of Nature, the 
«« darknefs of which has fomething in it very tremen- 
« rfmui here it is only pofTible to enter when the 
water is low. Ir is a double t;urcm, /he exterior of 
« which is fixty feet high in the middle of the arch 
«* that forms the entrance ; the interior is not fo much 
u as half that height ; it may be an hundred feet 
“ wide, and about us many deep. Towards the mxd- 
“ die of this cavern is an oval bafou in the form of a 
well, the greateft diameter 0 * which is. eighteen 
te toifes. 1 here rifes, without fpouting or babbling, 
** the abundant fpring of water that fupplies the river 
Sorgue, which taking its courfe hence, divides the 
u plain, and whofe banks are furrounded by meadows 
<c that flourifli in perpetual verdure. 

if In the general ftate of the fountain, the water 
" pa flea by a fubterrancan Channel, fronv the bottom 
“ of the bafon, to the bed where the courfe of the Hirer 
« commences $ but at the time of its itf unflutlon, which 
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V-V. 

Presim-* fps „Thc fpring of Verfoix in the 
Jjiyoane, about three hour* diftance 

SfJ.'K 


i^^’ ; 'a' i ^n^'pi^ontorySt''hicjh funs into 
poipt .the great lake 










